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Reporting rape: On the trauma of rape survivor
Victims of assault must be treated with dignity at every stage of investigation and trial

For a rape survivor, trauma comes in repeat doses. First, there is the gruesome act and then follows
the difficult task of reporting the assault. For years, an impediment to coming forward about a sexual
offence has been the finger test a survivor is subjected to — a gross violation of privacy, a horror
upon horrors. On Monday, the Supreme Court of India moved to make amends, declaring that any
person conducting the invasive “two finger” or “three finger” vaginal test on rape or sexual assault
survivors will be found guilty of misconduct. Calling it regressive, the Bench led by Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud said, “this so-called test has no scientific basis and neither proves nor disproves
allegations of rape. It instead re-victimises and re-traumatises women who may have been sexually
assaulted, and is an affront to their dignity”. The apex court said whether a woman is “habituated to
sexual intercourse” or “habitual to sexual intercourse” is irrelevant for the purposes of determining
whether there has been a rape under Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code. The test, it said, is based
on the incorrect assumption that a sexually active woman cannot be raped; and “it is patriarchal and
sexist to suggest that a woman cannot be believed when she states that she was raped”.

The Court pointed at a legislative measure of 2013 when Section 53A was added to the Indian
Evidence Act which clearly said that the “evidence of a victim’s character or of her previous sexual
experience with any person shall not be relevant to the issue of consent or the quality of consent, in
prosecutions of sexual offences”. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare had issued guidelines,
saying the finger test must not be conducted. The Court, upset that the practice still continues, has
directed the Union and State Governments to do everything to spread the message, including
amending the medical curriculum so that students are aware that the finger test procedure is not to
be followed while examining a rape survivor. Despite stringent laws in place after the Nirbhaya rape
of 2012, things on the ground have not improved for a survivor who has to battle stigma and many
other prejudices, not least the assumption that she is to blame for an assault. Rapes often go
unreported, and the conviction rate is low too (28.6% in 2021, according to National Crime Records
Bureau data). It is now up to the governments, health centres and police stations to act with
sensitivity and without discrimination and ensure women have access to justice and dignity while

reporting rape. |[Practice Exercise]|

» Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’
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Vocabulary

10.

Trauma (noun) — injury, shock, hurt,

wound, suffering gTd, STTH, HaHI

Survivor (noun) — a person who
continues to live, despite nearly dying

GHET H 5 Silel dTell ga e

Victim (noun) — An unfortunate person
who suffers from some adverse

circumstance Cili? d

Assault (noun) — a physical attack. gHelT

Dignity (noun) — The quality of being
worthy of esteem or respect IIREAT

Trial (noun) — court case, case, lawsuit,
suit, hearing HhGHT

Gruesome (adjective) — grisly, frightful,
horrifying, fearful, hideous, macabre,

horrible 39U/ AT

Impediment (noun) — hindrance,
obstacle, obstruction STEIT, 37GeT

Finger test (noun) — an invasive physical
procedure where the medical
professional inserts two fingers inside
the vagina of a rape survivor to check if
the hymen has ruptured or not, with a
view to inferring whether sexual assault
or intercourse took place.

Be subjected (to) (adjective) — likely to

experience something; rey ITSIEAT, HITAAI

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18

19.

20.

Violation (noun) — breach, infringement,

infraction, contravention 3cceltel

Make amend (phrase) —to do something
to correct a mistake that one has made
or a bad situation that one has caused

U AT

Invasive (adjective) —a method of
treatment that involves cutting into the

body 3TIR Yeula foaH X # @Ry
SR SATAT

Vaginal (adjective) — relating to or

affecting the vagina. JfeT

Misconduct (noun) — wrongdoing, crime,
mishandle, mismanage, misbehavior

Regressive (adjective) — retrograde,
retrogressive, regressive, unprogressive

EIGEIE:S

Bench (noun) — The judge or judges

composing a court. ERIIEIeIE)

. So-called (adjective) — supposed, alleged,

presumed, ostensible TATHTAT

Allegation (noun) — charge, accusation,

claim, assertion AT

Re-victimise (verb) — to victimize

(someone) again T & NS e
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29

30.

Re-traumatise (verb) — to shock and
upset someone severely again and for a

long time ﬁ?{@rmaqgirw

Affront (noun) —a remark or action
intended to insult or upset someone;
Insult, injury, slur, slight, outrage,

disrespect 39HTT

Habituate (verb) — Familiarize, adjust,
accustom, inure, acclimatize, orientate,

3TET AT, 73T ToTedl

Habitual (adjective) — addicted,
persistent, chronic; done constantly or as

a habit 373=IEdT, AT

Patriarchal (adjective) — ruled or

controlled by men TdaTcd#H®

Sexist (adjective) — relating to
discrimination or devaluation based on a
person's sex or gender, especially such
discrimination directed against women:

State (verb) — utter, say, tell, declare,

affirm, assert, express, voice shgall

Point at (phrasal verb) — to aim or direct
something at someone or something

. Legislative (adjective) — Lawmaking,

Governmental, Parliamentary Jurfas

Consent (noun) — agreement, assent,

concurrence, accord 'H%?Iﬁ

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Prosecution (noun) — legal action,
lawsuit, suit at law, case, court case

CIERIC))

Upset (verb) — disrupt, interfere with,
disturb, throw out, 9T el

Direct (verb) —to tell or order somebody

to do something forder I e er &

Amend (verb) — revise, alter, change,
T FHLAT
Curriculum (noun) — all the subjects that

are taught in a school, college or
university; the contents of a particular

course of study YTodshH

Examine (verb) — inspect, survey,
scrutinize, look at, look into ST ST

Stringent (adjective) — rigorous, strict,
harsh, severe, rigid R

In place (phrase) — established. TTAT

On the ground (phrase) — In a place

where real, practical work is done. STHTT

FAT I

Battle (verb) — fight, struggle, combat
Y AT

Stigma (noun) — shame, disgrace,
dishonor W, AT
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42. Prejudice (noun) — preconceived idea, 44. Be up to someone (phrase) — be decided
preconception; bigotry, bias, partisanship by particular person; be the
T&Idrd; tj;?:‘f?—TITUTI' responsibility of particular person. &

FR BT

43. Often (adverb) — frequently, in many

instances, repeatedly, again and again 45. Sensitivity (noun) — Understanding,

feeling, compassion TageT2frerar

46. Sexual intercourse — sexual activity between two people.
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Practice Exercise
Direction (Q1 — Q3): Select the best express synonym of the given words  ([Editorial page]
1. First, there is the gruesome act and then follows the difficult task of reporting the assault
A. Proliferate

B. Grisly
C. Patrician
D. Prolific

2. Foryears, an impediment to coming forward about a sexual offence has been the finger test a
survivor is subjected to — a gross violation of privacy, a horror upon horrors
A. Fabrication
B. Mentor
C. Encroach
D. Obstruction
3. things on the ground have not improved for a survivor who has to battle stigma and many
other prejudices,
A. Bias
B. Incipient
C. Alacrity
D. Indolent
4. Idioms & Phrase
“I’'m worried about my job. | think my company is heading into choppy waters.”

A. To arrange for an event or activity to happen
B. The last comment or decision about something
C. Story or event used as warning
D. Troublesome, difficult or uncertain times

5. Direction: Five statements are given below, which are jumbled in any random order. These
statements will form a coherent and meaningful paragraph, when arranged in the correct
sequence. Arrange the sentences in the right order and answer the questions that follow.
The Union budget numbers indicate that the government has once again chosen to be
conservative in the assumptions it has made for estimating its fiscal position.
P. If collections this year outstrip the revised estimates, it will make the task of achieving next
year’s targets even less challenging.
Q. Based on tax collections in the first nine months of the year (April to December), and the
revised estimates for the full year, it appears that the Centre has budgeted for tax collections
to fall in the last quarter.
R. Even for the last quarter (January-December) of this year, the government appears to have
been rather cautious in its estimation of revenue receipts.
S. In a similar vein, for the upcoming financial year, it has estimated tax collections to grow
even lower than nominal GDP growth — gross tax revenues are pegged to grow at just 9.6 per
cent.
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T. This seems cautious, considering that the Economic Survey, tabled a day earlier, had pegged
real GDP growth at 8-8.5 per cent.
U. To begin with, it has assumed a nominal GDP growth at 11.1 per cent in 2022-23.
Which among the following will be the Last sentence of the paragraph after the
rearrangement?
A. P B.S CT D.Q E.U
Direction (Q6 — Q9): Read the given sentences to find out whether there is any grammatical
error in them
Ajeet (A)/ is a bigger scholar (B) than his brother. (C)/ No error(D)
Whenever | saw (A)/ him, he (B)/ has been reading the same novel. (C)/ No error(D)
He is (A)/ better than any boy (B)/ in the class. (C)/ No error(D)
Anil ought (A)/ not to tell me (B)/ your secret, but he did. (C)/ No error(D)
10. Find out the misspelt word
A. Recurring
B. Fervent
C. Desparity
D. Overwhelm
Direction: Read the passage given below and answer the following questions.
(The Hindu Editorial: Love and loss — Oct 04, 2022)
was, the most telling comment on the incident was made by an injured survivor, who rightfully
blamed the police for “dehumanising” the spectators.(1)/ When some spectators descended onto the
pitch after the game and engaged in scuffles, (2)/ As tragic as the stampede in the Kanjuruhan
Stadium, in East Java, Indonesia, that killed at least 125 people after a football game on Saturday
night, (3)/ the police over-reacted with the use of tear gas, leading the fans on the pitch and others to
scamper to the nearest gate, only to find it closed, resulting in a crowd rush and asphyxiation. (4) This
accident is 11 of other crowd-related tragedies such as the deaths of eight people in
January 2022 during the Africa Cup of Nations in Cameroon, those of 74 spectators in Port Said, Egypt
in 2012 and 97 Liverpool supporters at Hillsborough in Yorkshire, England in 1989. In all three cases,
the deaths were less the result of hooliganism and more to do with police 12 and
crowd control failure. FIFA, football’s governing body, has come up with a clear guideline on stadium
safety — “no firearms or crowd control gas shall be carried or used” by police or stewards in charge of
crowd control. This guideline is not without reason. Policing of this kind is done to bring order when
violence goes beyond control and descends 13 riots and there is little thought for
public safety. With stadiums being regulated and closed spaces, using firearms or tear gas for crowd
control would only result in furthering chaos and threats to public safety. It is only 14 that
the Indonesian National Commission on Human Rights is planning to investigate the use of tear gas by
the police and civil society organisations are asking for the organisers and police to be brought to trial.

w0 N

With legions of passionate supporters across several countries, football is unquestionably the world’s
most popular spectator sport, largely due to its simplicity and emphasis on skill and team work. But
the flip side of spectator passion is that their tribal emotions for and against some teams or players
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overcome their appreciation of the abilities of the players or actual play. This false consciousness of
identifying with the actual participants (A)/ in a competitive game while merely being a spectator, are
a key reason (B)/ for the inflamed passions that come with the territory of spectator sports, (C)/ which
are also fanned by commercial and political interests. (D)

While the blame for the deaths in Kanjuruhan should be on the police for tragedies(A) crowd control,
the recurrent(B) nature of such overzealous(C) should also make every sport fan introspect(D) on the
role of a spectator. It's one thing to appreciate the beautiful game, it’s quite another if that
appreciation turns into a fatal attraction.

Fill in the blank with the most appropriate word given in the option (From Q11 — Q14)

11.

12.

13.

14.

15

This accident is of other crowd-related tragedies such as the deaths of eight

people in January 2022 during the Africa Cup of Nations in Cameroon

A. Reminiscent

B. Proprietary

C. Infinitesimal

D. Stipulating

In all three cases, the deaths were less the result of hooliganism and more to do with police
and crowd control failure.

A. Wanton

B. lIdiosyncrasy

C. Incompetence

D. Profound

Policing of this kind is done to bring order when violence goes beyond control and descends
riots and there is little thought for public safety.

A. Into

B. Of

C. On

D. Above

It is only that the Indonesian National Commission on Human Rights is planning to
investigate the use of tear gas by the police and civil society organisations are asking for the
organisers and police to be brought to trial.

A. Sloth

B. laconic

C. Portent

D. Apt

. The following sentence may or may not contain an error in one of its parts. Identify the part

containing the error. If the sentence is correct, select ‘No error’ as your answers.
This false consciousness of identifying with the actual participants (A)/ in a competitive game

while merely being a spectator, are a key reason (B)/ for the inflamed passions that come with
the territory of spectator sports, (C)/ which are also fanned by commercial and political
interests. (D)
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16.

17.

18.

A. (A)

B. (B)

C. (O

D. (D)

E. No Error

Rearrange the sentence to form a meaningful sentence.

was, the most telling comment on the incident was made by an injured survivor, who

rightfully blamed the police for “dehumanising” the spectators.(1)/ When some spectators

descended onto the pitch after the game and engaged in scuffles, (2)/ As tragic as the

stampede in the Kanjuruhan Stadium, in East Java, Indonesia, that killed at least 125 people

after a football game on Saturday night, (3)/ the police over-reacted with the use of tear gas,

leading the fans on the pitch and others to scamper to the nearest gate, only to find it closed,

resulting in a crowd rush and asphyxiation. (4)

A. 2341

B. 3124

C. 2314

D. 2143

E. 3142

Given below is a word, followed by three sentence that consist of that word. Identify the

sentence (S) that best express (es) the meaning of the word. Choose option 5 ‘None of the

above’ if the word is not suitable in any of the sentence

OVERZEALOUS

(i) Local government officials enforcing the expulsion order were often overzealous in
carrying out the instructions.

(ii) The setting of guards over ripe crops was commonplace, and the watchmen were
frequently armed and occasionally overzealous.

(iii) Consequently, investigators have attempted to define more clearly the factors that may
identify late talkers who will present with overzealous difficulties later in life.

A. Only (i)
B. Only (ii)
C. Only (iii)

D. (i), (ii)

E. Allare correct
In the following question, a sentence is given with four words marked as (A), (B), (C), and
(D). These words may or may not be placed in the correct order. Four options with different
arrangements of these have been provided. Mark the option with the correct arrangement
as the answer. If no rearrangement is required, mark option (5) as your answer.
While the blame for the deaths in Kanjuruhan should be on the police for tragedies(A) crowd
control, the recurrent(B) nature of such overzealous(C) should also make every sport fan

introspect(D) on the role of a spectator.
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A
B
C.
D
E

. A-C
. D-A

B-C
. b-C

No arrangement

19. Select the connector from the given options which can be used to form a single sentence
from the two sentences given below, implying the same as expressed in the statement

sentence.

(i)

(ii)

All the artful maneuvers suggested by our generals meant fresh movements of the
army and a lengthening of its marches,
The only reasonable aim was to shorten those marches

A. Whereas
B. Alike
C. Dueto
D. Unless
E. And
20. Fill the appropriate preposition in the given blanks
Though it was their first meeting, he was enamoured ______ her talents.
A. To
B. Into
C. By
D. Of
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Answers
1. B 2.D 3.A 4.D 5A 6.B 7.C 8.B 9.B 10.C 11.A
12. C 13.A 14D 15.B 16.B 17D 18. A 19.A 20.D |[Practice Exercise]|
Explanations
4. Choppy waters (phrase) — troublesome, difficult or uncertain times.
5. UTSRQP

The Union budget numbers indicate that the government has once again chosen to be
conservative in the assumptions it has made for estimating its fiscal position. To begin with, it
has assumed a nominal GDP growth at 11.1 per cent in 2022-23. This seems cautious,
considering that the Economic Survey, tabled a day earlier, had pegged real GDP growth at 8-
8.5 per cent. In a similar vein, for the upcoming financial year, it has estimated tax collections
to grow even lower than nominal GDP growth — gross tax revenues are pegged to grow at just
9.6 per cent. Even for the last quarter (January-December) of this year, the government
appears to have been rather cautious in its estimation of revenue receipts. Based on tax
collections in the first nine months of the year (April to December), and the revised estimates
for the full year, it appears that the Centre has budgeted for tax collections to fall in the last
quarter. If collections this year outstrip the revised estimates, it will make the task of achieving
next year’s targets even less challenging.

6. (B)'bigger & dcol 'better' ST YT GO FAifeh 'big/ bigger/ Biggest’ fondY et & 'size'
(3R, AT ,fAFAR) FdAGT § S 'good/ better/ best' fhEY cTfFd AT &I I

‘quality’ (FTTLCT, &THCT, I0TET) STell §; Sia-
a. This house is bigger than that.
b. He is a better player than you.
c. He s a better scholar than you.

» 'better' will be used instead of 'bigger' because 'big/ bigger/ Biggest' refers to the 'size'
(size, measure, extent) of something whereas 'good/ better/ best' refers to a person or
Indicates the 'quality' (ability, capability, quality) of the commodity; As-

i. This house is bigger than that.
ii. Heis a better player than you.
iii. Heis a better scholar than you.

7. (C) ‘has been reading’ & deof ‘ was reading’ <l 19T B4 EF&’iﬁ-?past 7 afe El-fl'é‘,' YT
ST @ ET IR AT ST Eﬁé’ gcaT "er E’T dr SRT geaT & T Past Continuous 3R
ST e dlell T & folT Simple Past T T 81T §; Si9-

a. When | went there, he was reading a novel.
b. He was reading a novel when | went there.
c. Whenever | saw him, he was reading a novel.
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» 'was reading' will be used instead of 'has been reading' because if an event is continuing in
the past and an event has happened in the meantime, then Past Continuous for the
continuing event and Simple Past for the event occurring in the meantime is used; As-

i. When | went there, he was reading a novel.
ii. He was reading a novel when | went there.
iii. Whenever | saw him, he was reading a novel.

8. (B) ‘any boy' & §col 'any other boy’ &T YIRT R Fifeh AfE Th group  Teh LT
Fr Jelell 34T group* 3T HeEdi | g ar Comparative Degreeﬁ any' & dI¢ 'other'
HT TN T g; Sid-

a. Patnais more populous than any other town in Bihar.

» 'any other boy' will be used instead of 'any boy' because if a member of a group is
compared with other members of the same group, then 'other' is used after 'any' in the
comparative degree; As-

i.  Patnais more populous than any other town in Bihar.

9. (B) 'to tell' & S&el 'to have told' FT JIAIT B9 FIifeh 'ought to + V1’ &T FAET present
time s foIT 81T § ST9f 'ought to + have + V3’ ST JATIT past time & ToIT; SHA-

i.  You ought to read this book.
ii.  You ought to have read this book.
» 'to have told" will be used instead of 'to tell' because 'ought to + V1' is used for present
time while 'ought to + have + V3' is used for past time; As-
i You ought to read this book.
ii.  You ought to have read this book.
10. Disparity (noun) — Difference, inequality, discrepancy, disproportion, gap, inconsistency,

incongruence fTaY&HaT

11. Reminiscent (of) (adjective) — similar to T, ATSIT hadl

12. Incompetence (noun) — ineptitude, inadequacy, inability, ineptness, inefficiency 31&THdT

13. Descend into (phrasal verb) — If a situation descends into a particular state, it becomes worse:

TR FEUfa & gaer w3ar

14. Apt (adjective) — appropriate, fitting, suitable, proper, relevant 39ged

15. 'Are' & 9ot s’ WWT?FITW@H ‘Subject’ (i.e. consciousness) is singular.

16. (B) 3124
As tragic as the stampede in the Kanjuruhan Stadium, in East Java, Indonesia, that killed at
least 125 people after a football game on Saturday night, was, the most telling comment on
the incident was made by an injured survivor, who rightfully blamed the police for

“dehumanising” the spectators. When some spectators descended onto the pitch after the
game and engaged in scuffles, the police over-reacted with the use of tear gas, leading the
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17.

18.

19.

fans on the pitch and others to scamper to the nearest gate, only to find it closed, resulting in
a crowd rush and asphyxiation.
Overzealous (adjective) — Overenthusiastic, fanatical, manic, obsessive, obsessional, ardent,

fervent 31T 3cdTer

According to the given options only (i) and (ii) are contextually correct.

Because the (iii) sentence is not giving any meaning and correct sentences should be like
Consequently, investigators have attempted to define more clearly the factors that may
identify late talkers who will present with persistent difficulties later in life.

While the blame for the deaths in Kanjuruhan should be on the police for overzealous crowd
control, the recurrent nature of such tragedies should also make every sport fan introspect on
the role of a spectator

All the artful maneuvers suggested by our generals meant fresh movements of the army and a
lengthening of its marches, whereas the only reasonable aim was to shorten those marches.
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Explanation of other important words

Sr.NO Words Meanings
Q1 Proliferate verb To spread or grow rapidly REIE ARG
Patrician noun A person of noble birth; an aristocrat Felled
P}
Prolific adjective Abundantly productive; fruitful or fertile IS
Q2 Fabrication noun A lie; something made up ST
Mentor noun A teacher, tutor, counselor or coach; especially WQ?E'{I?IT
in business an experienced person who shows
an inexperienced person the ropes.
Encroach verb To make gradual or stealthy in roads into; to TAHHIT FITAT
trespass
Q3 Incipient adjective Beginning; emerging 3cYooT gleldTell,
InEED
Alacrity noun Cheerful eagerness or readiness to respond dcIRdT, 3cTTg,
Pl
Indolent adjective Lazy 3T Y
Qi1 Proprietary adjective Characteristics of an owner of property; HITRTAT
constituting property
Infinitesimal  adjective Very, very, very small; infinitely small. ggd orer
Stipulate verb To require something as part of an agreement GRS
Q12 Wanton adjective  Malicious; unjustifiable; unprovoked; egregious YIS, 37hIRT;
Ul
Idiosyncrasy noun A peculiarity; an eccentricity TIHG, ofd,
CIEICEr)
Profound adjective Deep (in several cases) CIRG
Q14 Sloth noun Laziness; sluggishness 3Ty
Laconic adjective Using few words, especially to the point of e
seeming rude.
Portent noun An omen; a sign of something coming in the oTeyoT
future
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