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Miles to go: On Congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra
The Bharat Jodo Yatra did strike a chord, exemplified in the final Srinagar event

After 135 days on the road, the Rahul Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra ended in Srinagar, on the
Mahatma’s death anniversary, with several Opposition leaders attending the unfurling of the
tricolour. That the yatra, or at least its south-to-north version, finished thus, was a befitting end to an
arduous journey made by a leader seeking to revive the fortunes of the beleaguered Congress. The
yatra’s objective was to emphasise the contrast between the party’s vision for India, built on its
slogan of “unity in diversity”, and the Hindutva ideology of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The
party’s outreach might not have immediately resuscitated its electoral fortunes — there has been a
steady decline in its influence and a flight of many of its leaders to the BJP. But the imagery of the
Congress scion interacting with civil society and the citizenry across the country, and just the
organisation of the yatra infused energy into the political machine of India’s grand old party. The
yatra’s messaging might have been rudimentary and a medley of slogans, but it did clearly articulate
some of the party’s distinctive core values to a large extent. This was even more evident in the optics
in Srinagar.

Jammu and Kashmir has been India’s most conflict-ridden province and now, inexplicably, remains a
Union Territory after having its special status abruptly stripped and being bifurcated into two Union
Territories in 2019. In the succeeding years, there has been heightened violence in the Kashmir
Valley, the weakening of the mainstream polity (which was bracketed with the separatist current for
a period of time), and the imposition of communication lockdowns and measures to control the
freedom of the press. After months of turmoil, Kashmir has limped back to economic activity, with
the tourism sector picking up well, but the sense of disquiet with the abrupt changes has persisted in
the Valley and beyond. Repeated incidents of violence against Kashmiri Pandits have also been
indicative of the persisting turmoil. The presence of the Peoples Democratic Party and the National
Conference in the flag hoisting ceremony in Srinagar was proof of the extent of the appeal of the
yatra for the mainstream parties in the Valley, and in a way marks a genuine attempt at solidarity
between the Kashmiri polity and the national opposition. Yet, in terms of the actual steps for the
Congress’s revival, there is still many a proverbial mile to go with the party requiring to do the hard
yards in building organisational relevance in several parts of the country, especially in North India.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes’ subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. ‘[Practice Exercise]‘
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

Strike a chord (phrase) — Create an
emotional response *'\HTQTTTID??'IHE’I?IT

Exemplify (verb) — Demonstrate,
represent, illustrate, show, embody

3CIEI0T Sall

Unfurling (noun) — If a flag, sail, or
banner unfurls, it becomes open from a
rolled position, and if you unfurl a flag,

etc., you make it do this BhgT=IT|

The Tricolour (noun) — Indian Flag

Befitting (adjective) — suitable,
appropriate. 39gd, 3T

Arduous (adjective) — Difficult, hard,
laborious, demanding, strenuous,

onerous hidel

Seek (Verb) — try, attempt, endeavour,
strive YITH T

Revive (verb) — revitalize, renew, restore,
refresh, reawaken gasﬁﬁ?rm

Fortune (noun) — luck, chance, fate,
destiny HATIT

Beleaguered (adjective) —in a very
difficult situation; Stressed, longsuffering

e ed
Emphasis (verb) — stress, highlight,

underline, accentuate, underscore SR

ol

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Contrast (adjective) — The opposition or
dissimilarity of things that are compared

faodra

Built on (phrasal verb) — Develop; use
something as a basis for further

development IX 3TTRA

Slogan (noun) — a short phrase aRT

Unity in diversity (noun) — Unity in
diversity is used as an expression of
harmony and unity between dissimilar

individuals or groups 3TAehdT H Thd

Ideology (noun) — philosophy, creed,
credo, belief, doctrine ERIER3IEY

Outreach (noun) — The act or process of
reaching out. El?:?r

Resuscitate (verb) — Revive, resurrect,
save, revitalize, renew, breathe new life

into gﬂsﬁﬁam

Steady (adjective) — constant,
unchanging, changeless, unvarying,

invariable f&, TIMAR

Flight (noun) — a group of people move
from one place to another gol-SGell

Imagery (noun) — A set of mental
pictures or images.

Scion (noun) — A descendant or heir,
especially of a wealthy or prominent

family: st Iy
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Citizenry (noun) — The citizens of a place
regarded collectively. AR

Infuse (verb) —instil, breathe, inject,
impart, inculcate, introduce, implant, add

Rudimentary (adjective) — Basic,
elementary, simple, undeveloped,

fundamental, primary YRT&H&H

Medley (noun) — a mixture of various

types or elements f&#0T

Articulate (verb) — Express, convey,
communicate, speak out, put into words

TTH T Sielel

Distinctive (adjective) — clearly different
from others and therefore easy to

recognize W@WW%
FXETT T UgdTel H 37Tt aTell, AGhRT

To a large extent (phrase) —in a
substantial way; largely.

Evident (adjective) — obvious, apparent,
noticeable, conspicuous, perceptible

Tqsc

Optics (noun) — the public's opinion and
understanding

Conflict-ridden (adjective) — dominated
or plagued by conflicts oY § IEd

Province (noun) — territory, region, state,
department, zone 9T/ 9T

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Inexplicably (adverb) — in a way that
cannot be explained or understood

IFTAT FT I

Abruptly (adverb) — Suddenly,
unexpectedly, rapidly, hastily,

immediately, quickly, hurriedly 37dToT<h,
THITH J

Strip (verb) — Remove, exclude, deprive,
divest, take away gcldll

Bifurcate (verb) — divided into two

branches &r HT3N Hdcar

Succeeding (adjective) — Following, later,
subsequent, ensuing, next, successive

3aadr

Heightened (adjective) — More intense
than normal. El'céT:s;'&]T

Weakening (noun) — Deterioration,
decline, damage, destablisation,

undermining Eﬁﬂ?ﬂ

Mainstream (adjective) — belonging to or

characteristic of the mainstream 31@

gRT

Bracket (verb) — Connect, link, join,
related, associate, SIISdl

Separatist (adjective) — Dissenter,
secessionist, protestor, rebel,

separationist 3TelaTdarG
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44, Current (noun) — the general tendency or

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52

53.

course of events or opinion. €I

Imposition (noun) —imposing, foisting,

levying, forcing, inflicting 3TRIIOT, AT

Communication Lockdown (noun) — an
act of imposing restriction of
communication channel like stoppage of
Internet connection or calling in a
particular area for some period of time.

Turmoil (noun) — Chaos, Disorder,
confusion, uproar, mayhem, tumult,

commotion SW-ETW

Limp (verb) — to progress with great
difficulty.

Pick up (phrasal verb) — increase,

become stronger, accelerate ot gl

Disquiet (noun) — Unrest, Uneasiness,
Concern, Worry, Anxiety, Alarm 3721/

el hr Feafa

Abrupt (adjective) — sudden, immediate,

instantaneous, hurried 37dTech, ThITch

. Persist (verb) — persevere, continue,

carry on, go on shlgH gl

The Valley (noun) — It refers to Jammu &
Kashmir.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

Persisting (adjective) — enduring,
continuing, lasting, staying 9dd, IGEGES

Hoist (verb) — raise (something) by

means of ropes and pulleys. HgTT

Extent (noun) — Degree, amount, range,

scope &G

Appeal (noun) —Charm, attractiveness,

attraction, influence 37Ty OT

In away (phrase) — considered in a
particular manner Teh I &

Mark (verb) — Indicate, Denote, Show,
Demonstrate, Exhibit iai?aa CRGI

Solidarity (noun) — unity, unanimity,

harmony, cooperation UWQEF!T

Proverbial (adjective) — well known,

Fgladl, ik agy

Do the hard yards (phrase) — do the hard
work needed to succeed.

Relevance (noun) — significance,
importance, application, bearing,

pertinence QTETarehdr
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Practice Exercise

Direction: In the following passage some words have been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help
of the alternatives given. Select the most appropriate option for each number.

Senegal holding its nerve to beat Egypt via a penalty shoot-out (4-2) on Sunday at the Stade d’Olembe
in Yaounde, Cameroon, to _____ 1 its maiden Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) brought the
curtainsdown ____ 2 a drama-filled, and at the same time tumultuous, tournament. Egypt, led
by the Liverpool talisman Mohamed Salah, came into the final with big-match pedigree, having won
the title a record seven times. The North African heavyweight had also won its last six shoot-outs and
3 seen off fancied sides such as Ivory Coast, Morocco and the host Cameroon earlier
in the competition. Senegal, on the other hand, had lost twice in the final, but found a hero in Sadio
Mane, another of Liverpool's effervescent stars, who scored the decisive penalty. It was
4 of sorts for the 29-year-old, for he had fluffed a spot-kick as early as the sixth
minute. But the night ended in 5 , capped by a celebratory lap of honour with his nation’s
flag draped around his shoulders.

1. A.Overcome B. Clinch C. Covet D. Scupper

2. A.By B. In C.To D.On

3. A.Had B. Have C. Were D. Was

4. A. Disservice B. Spoilsport C. Redemption D. Impression
5. A.Unsavoury B. Delirious C. Mark D. Glory

Directions: In the following questions, four words are given in each question, out of which only one
word is rightly spelt. Find the correctly spelt word.
6. A. Resuscitate
B. Recusciatate
C. Resusciatiate
D. Resusciate
Directions: In the following questions, the passage/sentence is split into four parts and named P, Q,
R and S. These four parts are not given in their proper order. Read the sentence/passage and find
out which of the four combinations is correct. Then find the correct answer.
7. P.Then on the third day, he sent for all his huntsmen, and said: ‘Scour the whole forest
through, and do not give up until you have found all three.’
Q. Perhaps some accident has befallen him,’ said the king, and the next day he sent out two
more huntsmen who were to search for him, but they too stayed away.
R. One day he sent out a huntsman to shoot him a roe, but he did not come back.
S. There was once upon a time a king who had a great forest near his palace, full of all kinds of
wild animals.
A.SRQP B.SRPQ C.SQRP D. SPQR
Directions: In the following questions, a sentence has been given in Active/Passive Voice. Out of the
four alternatives suggested, select the one which best expresses the same sentence in
Passive/Active Voice.
8. Alexander expected to conquer the world.
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A. It was expected by Alexander that he should conquer the world.

B. It was expected by Alexander that he would conquer the world.

C. It was expected by Alexander that he will conquer the world.

D. It had been expected by Alexander that he would conquer the world.

9. She begins her day with a cup of coffee.

A. Her day is being begun with a cup of coffee.

B. Her day is begun by her with a cup of coffee.

C. A cup of coffee is beginning her day.

D. A cup of coffee has begun her day.
Directions: In the following questions, a sentence has been given in Direct/Indirect Speech. Out of
the four alternatives suggested, select the one which best expresses the same sentence in
Indirect/Direct Speech.

10. “If you want to smoke, you’ll have to go out”, said the conductor.
A. The conductor ordered me to go out and smoke.
B. The conductor said that if I/he wanted to smoke, |/he would have to go out.
C. The conductor told me that smoking is not permitted in the bus.
D. The conductor told me that | will have to go out and smoke.
11. “Be careful; the steps are very slipper”, | warned him.
A. |warned him to be careful as the steps were very slippery.
B. Iwarned him to be careful as the steps are very slippery.
C. lwarned him to be careful and steps were very slippery.
D. Itold him to be careful and the steps are very slippery.
Directions: In the following questions, out of the four alternatives, choose the one which can be
substituted for the given words/sentence.
12. One who assume a character or title not his own to deceive others
A. Imposter
B. Misnomer
C. Tremor
D. Criminology
13. One who deal in clothes
A. Remission

B. Impalpable
C. Pessimist
D. Draper

Directions: Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase.

14. Strike a chord

A. To move or happen at a slower pace than someone or something else

B. Create an emotional response

C. totry to make a situation better after something bad has happened

D. To establish a limit beyond which someone’s behaviour is no longer acceptable
15. Do the hard yards

A. To remove the inside of something
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B. Be very close to a difficult or dangerous situation
C. More difficult to do than to talk about
D. Do the hard work needed to succeed
Directions: choose the word opposite in meaning to the given word.
16. SOLIDARITY
A. Discord
B. Abash
C. Paucity
D. Censure
17. DISQUIET
A. Clique
B. Impervious
C. Amenable
D. Calmness
Direction: In the following question, out of the four alternatives, choose the word which best
expresses the meaning of the given word.

18. TURMOIL
A. Flaunt
B. Ephemeral
C. Panacea
D. Chaos

19. RUDIMENTARY
A. Expedient
B. Elementary
C. Artifice
D. Alleviate

Directions : In the following questions, some part of the sentence is underlined. Which of the
options given below the sentence should replace the part underlined to make the sentence
grammatically correct. If the sentence is correct as it is given then choose option D ‘No Correction
required’ as the answer.
20. He felt exhausted as he was working since 4 O’ clock in the morning
A. Has been working
B. Had been working
C. Isworking
D. No improvement
21. Most people in India like to give a lot of free advice.

A. advices
B. advises
C. advise

D. Noimprovement
Directions: Find out the error, if any —
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22. A naughty student is often taken to task (A)/ for being involved in (B)/ all types of mischiefs

(C)/ No error (D)
23. At arrival in Delhi (A)/ | went straight (B)/ to the nearest hospital (C)/ No error (D)
24. 1 answered (A)/ the questions (B)/ as best as | could. (C)/ No error (D)
25. It took me (A)/ almost a hour (B)/ to fill the application form (C)/ No error (D)
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Answers

1.B 2.D 3.A 4C 5D 6A 7.A 8B 9B 10.B 11.A 12.A 13.D
14.B 15.D 16.A 17.D 18D 19.B 20.B 21.D 22.A 23.A 24.C 25.B
Explanation

1. Clinch (verb) — win, be the winner of, triumph in, achieve success in KIGGI
» Overcome (verb) — get the better of, prevail over, control, hTe] Tell
» Covet (verb) —want, wish for, long for, yearn for, dream of, aspire to dTgall
» Scupper (verb) — ruin, wreck, destroy, devastate, wreak havoc on ddlg el
2. Bring the curtain down on (phrase) — to bring an end to something HHTC hiaT
4. Redemption (noun) —retrieval, recovery, reclamation, repossession, return m/m
> Disservice (noun) — unkindness, bad turn, ill turn, disfavor ﬁé'aamja?asm

» Spoilsport (noun) — A person who behaves in a way that spoils others' pleasure,
especially by not joining in an activity. Wel fSeSeT arelT S fFd
» Impression (noun) —feeling, sense; impact, effect, influence 19

5. Glory (noun) — magnificence, splendour, resplendence dcIdr

» Unsavoury (adjective) — disreputable, unpleasant, disagreeable, nasty eloallolelh
» Delirious (adjective) — ecstatic, euphoric, elated, thrilled, overjoyed WI'%’H
» Mark (verb) — characterize, distinguish, identify, typify, signalize IBIGLERGI
6. Resuscitate (verb) — Revive, resurrect, save, revitalize, renew, breathe new life into g?-l\_rﬁﬁﬁ

T

7. SRQP
There was once upon a time a king who had a great forest near his palace, full of all kinds of
wild animals. One day he sent out a huntsman to shoot him a roe, but he did not come back.
‘Perhaps some accident has befallen him,’ said the king, and the next day he sent out two
more huntsmen who were to search for him, but they too stayed away. Then on the third day,
he sent for all his huntsmen, and said: ‘Scour the whole forest through, and do not give up
until you have found all three.’

12. Imposter — One who assume a character or title not his own to deceive others aiaf
e Misnomer — Wrong use of a name, word or description 3THITA ATH
e Tremor — An involuntary quivering movement F9aT

e Criminology — Science of crimes and criminals. 3RS TS AT
13. Draper — One who deal in clothes

e Remission — Pardon or forgiveness for breaking religious laws &TT, &
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e Impalpable — Incapable of being perceived by touch E.:sﬁ'il
e Pessimist — One who looks at the dark side of things [@RTImaTG

14. Strike a chord (phrase) — Create an emotional response *WGAB’W?IHI
15. Do the hard yards (phrase) — do the hard work needed to succeed
16. Solidarity (noun) — unity, unanimity, harmony, cooperation UWQEHT

e Abash (verb) — To make ashamed; to embarrass TooTd ShaT, IRATAT
e Paucity (noun)— Scarcity T
e Censure (verb) — To condemn severely for being something bad IGAl
17. Disquiet (noun) — Unrest, Uneasiness, Concern, Worry, Anxiety, Alarm 37enTa/ ST 1 FRafa

e Clique (noun)— An exclusive group bound together by some shared quality or interest
aIc

S

e Impervious (adjective) — Not allowing anything to pass 3-1'93|'E{2T, YA
e Amenable (adjective) — Obedient; willing to give in to the wishes of another; agreeable

IRer, SFAGR
18. Turmoil (noun) — Chaos, Disorder, confusion, uproar, mayhem, tumult, commotion W—g?ﬁf
¢ Flaunt (verb) — To show off; to display ostentiously S&¢lTeT, et fe@r=r
e Ephemeral (adjective)— Lasting a very short time 3Tcddloleh
e Panacea (noun) — Something that cures everything IIHSTUT

19. Rudimentary (adjective) — Basic, elementary, simple, undeveloped, fundamental, primary
IRIFHS
e Expedient (adjective) — Providing an immediate advantage; serving one’s immediate
self-interest; practical. 34T, Ei?T, YUTTell

e Artifice (noun)— A clever trick; cunning BICICN ﬂ%cf
e Alleviate (verb) — To relieve, usually temporally or incompletely; to make bearable; to
lessen & halT, goTahT hY all, ST HTAT

20. (B) The past perfect continuous tense will be used.
21. (D) The word advice is a noun and has no plural form. Advise is a verb. So option a, b, c all get
eliminated.

22. (A) ‘taken to task’ % Scol ‘brought to book’ gITT A8 T, Fifeh 'take somebody to task for /
over something’ ol UAT9T Tah idiom (ﬂ%‘lﬁﬂ) FETH E’IT-IT % Srgenr 3797 % ‘a9 & forT
AT cTfFd &1 SR Her ST JAdth 'bring somebody to book for something’ <hT e AT
Teh idiom (HETART) & &9 H Il & TSdent 318 § IS ITeTcl Y el oh ToIT fonelt safebet
T ST ST -
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i. Athief must be brought to book.
ii. He was brought to book for stealing money.
iii. A leader must be taken to task for telling lies.
> 'taken to task' should be replaced with 'bought to book', because 'take somebody to
task for / over something' is used as an idiom which means 'to harshly condemn
someone for something' Whereas 'bring somebody to book for something' is also used
as an idiom meaning 'to punish someone for doing something wrong'; As-
i. Athief must be brought to book.
ii. He was brought to book for stealing money.
iii. A leader must be taken to task for telling lies.

23. (A) 'At' & S 'After' IT FITIT B9 FiTeh 'after one's arrival at/ in’ &T TATT 81T & | SW-
i. Shortly after arrival in Turkey Lisa became veryill.

> 'After' will be used instead of 'At' because 'after one's arrival at/in' is used. see-
i. Shortly after arrival in Turkey Lisa became veryill.

24. (C) ‘as best as' & Scof 'as well as’ T TATIT T FAiTeh ‘as/ so /too/comparatively / relatively +
Positive Degree' %TFI'Zﬂ?TE-fIHI a'; oa-
i. She is as tall as her mother.
ii. She weather is comparatively good today.
> 'as well as' shall be substituted for 'as best as' because 'as/ so /too/comparatively /
relatively + Positive Degree' is used; As-
i. She is as tall as her mother.
ii. She weather is comparatively good today.

25. (B) ‘a hour’ ¥ g 'an hour' ST YATIT 14T, Faife 'hour! Wmsound/ﬁ/ Th Vowel %‘, kg
Vowel sound éﬁ%ﬁ 'an’' EhTEl'ﬂ’I?TEa"IaI %’, €T Consonant sound a?‘:%ﬁ 'a' hT|

'an hour' will be used instead of 'a hour', because the first sound/o/ of 'hour' is a vowel, and
'an' is used before a vowel sound, while for before consonant sound article 'a'
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