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New Army Chief
Gen Dwivedi has his work cut out

A continued focus on modernisation has been listed among the top priorities of Gen Upendra
Dwivedi, the 30th Chief of the Army Staff. The Vice Chief since February, he takes over from Gen
Manoj Pande, whose tenure, in an unusual move, was extended by a month. Gen Dwivedi has pointed
to a faster induction of new technology and greater emphasis on self-reliance, amid the rapidly
changing geopolitical landscape. Acknowledging the unique security challenges, he has given an
assurance of the Army’s capability and readiness. As the standoff with China along the Line of Actual
Control in eastern Ladakh lingers on, the Army Chief’s immediate concern will be to tackle the spike in
terror attacks in the Jammu region. He had, as the Northern Army Commander, effected major
deployment changes in the area bordering Pakistan.

Theaterisation plans and structural reforms, being overseen by the Chief of Defence Staff, remain a
work in progress. Elaborate consultative mechanisms are time-consuming, and so they should be. It is
vital to ensure there is no forced acquiescence. The envisaged synergy between the Army, Air Force
and the Navy has to be a natural progression of shared goals and purpose. To actualise it, the role of
the Service Chiefs becomes critical. Demands of a higher percentage of Agniveer retention at the end
of four years have found resonance in political circles, particularly after it became a major election
issue recently. How concerns over the Agnipath recruitment scheme are handled by Gen Dwivedi will

be keenly watched.

Gen Dwivedi, who was commissioned into the Jammu and Kashmir Rifles in 1984, is an alumnus of
the Sainik School at Rewa, Madhya Pradesh. He and Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh Tripathi studied
together. That’s a comforting coincidence for the armed forces fraternity. |[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 1




(V] \acwlopZi JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

10.

Vocabulary
11.

Work cut out (phrasal verb) — Difficult
tasks ahead, challenging responsibilities,
tough job, demanding duties, significant

tasks ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂ?‘rw

Point to (phrasal verb) — Indicate, suggest,
highlight, denote, signal E'iila AT

Induction (noun) — Introduction, initiation,

enlistment, recruitment, admission Ja2T

Self-reliance (noun) — Independence, self-
sufficiency, autonomy, self-support, self-

dependence 3TcATASRAT

Amid (preposition) — In the middle of,
among, during, in the midst of, surrounded

byé*&pl'irfl’

Geopolitical (adjective) — Related to
international politics, global strategic,
geographical-political, global political

RIS

N

Landscape (noun) — Environment,
situation, scenario, terrain, backdrop

gReed

Acknowledge (verb) — Recognize, admit,
accept, concede, appreciate EAHR FIAT

Assurance (noun) — Guarantee, promise,

certainty, confidence, pledge 3TdTHA

Readiness (noun) — Preparedness,
willingness, ability, eagerness, alertness

dcq{dr

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Standoff (noun) — Deadlock, impasse,

stalemate, confrontation, standstill ATy

Linger on (phrasal verb) — Persist, remain,

continue, endure, stay EI'?N'E'FIT

Spike (noun) — Increase, surge, rise,

escalation, upsurge 3STel

Effect (verb) — Implement, execute, bring
about, accomplish, achieve SRITfead

T

Deployment (noun) — Stationing,
positioning, placement, arrangement,

distribution d=ATdT

Theaterisation (noun) — the integration of
the army, air force, and navy under a single
unified command structure for a specific
geographical area

Oversee (verb) — Supervise, manage,
direct, control, monitor ST AT

Elaborate (adjective) — Detailed, thorough,

extensive, intricate, comprehensive faa——dgr

Consultative (adjective) — Advisory,
consultive, deliberative, counseling,

recommendatory HellghI{

Mechanism (noun) — System, process,

procedure, method, structure SEl

Vital (adjective) — Essential, crucial, critical,
important, fundamental EFI%F:I'CI;UST
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Acquiescence (noun) — Agreement,
consent, compliance, acceptance,

submission Q-_Cﬁafﬁ/ &GS

Envisaged (adjective) — Imagined,
envisioned, anticipated, planned,

conceived IR&Teud

Synergy (noun) — Cooperation,
collaboration, teamwork, interaction,

alliance aTelAoT

Progression (noun) — Development,
advancement, evolution, growth,

continuation Wﬁ

Actualise (verb) — Realize, achieve,
accomplish, bring to fruition, make happen

THR LT

Retention (noun) — Keeping, maintaining,

holding, preserving, continuation 3ITYIOT

28. Resonance (noun) — Impact, significance,

29.

30.

31.

32.

relevance, echo, effect ITaeaiar

Keenly (adverb) — Eagerly, intensely,

sharply, closely, attentively SRHDH'FIT?!

Commission (verb) — Assign, appoint,
engage, enlist, recruit ﬁ'ga»?rm

Alumnus (noun) — Graduate, former

student, ex-student, old student, alumnus

ECEE]

Coincidence (noun) — Chance occurrence,

simultaneous happening, concurrence,

happenstance AT

. Fraternity (noun) — Brotherhood,

fellowship, camaraderie, community,

association 841é?|'RT
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Gen Upendra Dwivedi has been appointed as the 30th Chief of the Army Staff.

His top priority is to focus on the modernization of the Army.

Gen Dwivedi has served as the Vice Chief since February.

He succeeds Gen Manoj Pande, whose tenure was extended by a month.

Gen Dwivedi emphasizes faster induction of new technology.

He advocates for greater self-reliance amid a changing geopolitical landscape.

He acknowledges unique security challenges and assures the Army’s readiness.

The standoff with China in eastern Ladakh continues to be a significant concern.
Immediate focus includes addressing the rise in terror attacks in the Jammu region.

As Northern Army Commander, he previously made significant deployment changes near
Pakistan.

Theaterisation plans and structural reforms are ongoing under the Chief of Defence Staff.
Consultative mechanisms for reforms are elaborate and time-consuming but necessary.
Synergy among the Army, Air Force, and Navy is essential for shared goals and purposes.
The role of Service Chiefs is crucial for the actualization of these reforms.

Gen Dwivedi’s handling of the Agnipath recruitment scheme and its political implications will

be closely monitored.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. What has been identified as one of the top priorities by Gen Upendra Dwivedi, the new Chief
of the Army Staff? ‘[Editorial page]‘
A. Increasing the number of troops
B. Reducing military spending
C. Modernisation of the army
D. Disengaging from active conflicts
2. What is Gen Dwivedi's stance regarding the induction of new technology in the army?
A. He believes it should be reduced.
B. He has pointed to a faster induction of new technology.
C. He supports only foreign technology.
D. He is indifferent to technological advancements.
3. Why are the theaterisation plans and structural reforms described as being time-consuming?
A. Due to lack of funding
B. Because they are of low priority
C. Due to elaborate consultative mechanisms
D. Because they are not supported by the government
4. How are the relationships among the Army, Air Force, and Navy described in the context of
theaterisation plans?
A. Synergistic
B. Competitive
C. Conflicted
D. Independent of each other
5. What is the tone of the passage?
A. Pessimistic

B. Critical
C. Enthusiastic
D. Objective

6. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
One who studies the evolution of mankind
A. Anarchist
B. Amateur
C. Anthropologist
D. Antagonist
7. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM for ‘redeem’ in the given sentence.
Shantanu violated the rules of the college when he started screaming and shouting in the
premises.
A. Screaming
B. Violated
C. Premises
D. Shouting
8. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
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10.

11

12.

13.

14

Something to be easily carried or moved

A. Robust
B. Stagnant
C. Portable
D. Fragile

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
An imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect

A. Dwarf

B. Utopia

C. Chronology

D. Octogenarian

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Poor physical or mental condition.

A. lll nature

B. lllicit
C. lll-fated
D. Ill health

. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains

a grammatical error.

They were laid / in the sun / the entire morning / till Sudharshan came

A. till Sudharshan came

B. They were laid

C. the entire morning

D. inthe sun

Select the correct spelling of the underlined word in the given sentence.
The feeling of weightlessness while skydiving is known to exilarete many people.
A. exilairate

B. exhilarete

C. exilarate

D. Exhilarate

Select the option that expresses the given sentence in active voice.

| was never supported by my family.

A. My family have never supported me.

B. My family had never supported me.

C. My family never supported me.

D. My family never supports me.

. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains

a spelling error.

The famous author / clearly mentioned / all the names of his friends / in the
acknolledgments of the book.

A. in the acknolledgments of the book

B. The famous author
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C. clearly mentioned
D. all the names of his friends
15. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

Mean

A. Minute
B. Noble

C. Notorious
D. Novel

16. Select the most appropriate idiom for the underlined segment in the following sentence.
Nitish’s promotion is due.
A. On the cards
B. Not worth his salt
C. With due respect
D. Done to death
17. Parts of a sentence are given below in jumbled order. Select the option that arranges the
parts in the correct order to form a meaningful sentence.
A) in social evolution by imitation
B) by reason of its higher standard of living
C) the royal style is the agent
D) and cultural patterns are similarly transmitted by the dominant caste
A. C,D,A,B
B. C,A D,B
C. B,C,D,A
D. B,ACD
18. Select the option that expresses the following sentence in passive voice.
An agitated gathering of workers in the company disturbed the meeting.
A. Meeting of the company was disturbed.
B. An agitated meeting of workers in the company disturbed the gathering.
C. The meeting was disturbed by an agitated gathering of workers in the company.
D. The gathering agitated the meeting of the company.
19. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Costs anarm and a leg
A. To be affordable
B. To be moderately priced
C. To be free of charge
D. To be very expensive
20. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
The of the company’s CEO was widely praised for her innovative leadership.
A. rein
B. rayne
C. rain
D. Reign
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Comprehension:
In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

Globalisation is not a new 1 . Traders travelled vast distances in ancient times to
buy commodities that were 2 and expensive for sale in their homelands. The
Industrial Revolution brought 3 in transportation and communication in the
19th century that eased trade across borders. The think tank, Peterson Institute for
International Economics (PIIE), states globalisation 4 after World War | and nations
moved toward 5 as they launched import taxes to more closely guard their

industries in the aftermath of the conflict.

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.
A. power

B. variation

C. design

D. Concept

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. plentiful

B. common

C. preserved

D. Rare

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. chaos

B. advances

C. issues

D. adecline

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. trooped

B. soared

C. de-escalated

D. Stalled

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5
A. protectionism

B. integration

C. liberalization

D. diversification
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Answers
1. C 2.B 3.C 4. A 5.D 6.C 7.B 8.C 9.B 10.D 11B 12.D
13.C 14.A 15B 16.A 17B 18C 19D 20.D 21D 22D 23B 24D
25. A [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. C) Modernisation of the army
The passage states that a "continued focus on modernisation" is among the top priorities for
Gen Dwivedi. Options A, B, and D are not mentioned in the passage.

2. B) He has pointed to a faster induction of new technology.
The passage mentions that Gen Dwivedi has emphasized a faster induction of new technology,
making B the correct choice. Options A, C, and D are incorrect as they contradict the
information in the passage.

3. C) Due to elaborate consultative mechanisms
The passage explains that these plans are time-consuming because of "elaborate consultative
mechanisms," making C the correct answer.

4. A) Synergistic
The passage indicates that the envisaged synergy between the Army, Air Force, and Navy
should be a natural progression, suggesting a synergistic relationship. Options C, B, and D are
incorrect as they do not reflect the cooperative and unified approach highlighted in the
passage.

5. D) Objective
Pessimistic: Incorrect because the passage does not express a negative or hopeless
perspective; it rather outlines the actions and priorities of Gen Dwivedi.
Objective: Correct as the passage presents factual information and updates on Gen Dwivedi's
role and challenges without displaying personal feelings or opinions.
Critical: Incorrect because the passage does not critique or evaluate the subject negatively; it
remains factual and neutral.
Enthusiastic: Incorrect as the tone of the passage does not convey excitement or fervor; it
maintains a professional and straightforward tone.

6. C) Anthropologist (noun) — One who studies the evolution of mankind and human societies

and cultures. ATTTRATET
e Anarchist (noun) — A person who believes in or tries to bring about anarchy.
IRTSTHATATE!
e Amateur (noun)— A person who engages in a pursuit, especially a sport, on an unpaid
basis. eifeRaT

e Antagonist (noun) — A person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or

something; an adversary. Qﬁw
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10.

11.

12.

13.

B) Redeem (verb) — To make up for past errors, to atone for, to save, to recover. Rt #i

qotaar afear g & = o

Antonym: Violate (verb) — To break or fail to comply with (a rule or formal agreement), to
desecrate, to defile. Soddd

e Screaming (verb) — Making a loud, high-pitched sound. freeTaT

e Premises (noun) — A house or building together with its grounds. IRET

e Shouting (verb) — Calling loudly, yelling. &IT&IT
C) Portable (noun) — Something that can be easily carried or moved. '{I,’HEFﬁTI'

* Robust (adjective) — Strong and healthy; sturdy in constitution. HsTed

e Stagnant (adjective) — Not flowing or moving; inactive. f&UT

.

e Fragile (adjective) — Easily broken or damaged; delicate. W_I;{'
B) Utopia (noun) — An imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect
amgetes

e Dwarf (noun) —a person, animal, plant, or thing much smaller than the usual size dlar

e Chronology (noun) — the arrangement of events or dates in the order of their

occurrence HHY HeJshd

e Octogenarian (noun) — a person who is between 80 and 89 years old srehfaadfr
D) Il health (noun) — Poor physical or mental condition. 3IFTEIAT

e lll nature (noun) — Unfriendly or unkind disposition or temperament. mé}l’

o lllicit (adjective) — Forbidden by law, rules, or custom. rder

o |ll-fated (adjective) — Destined to fail or have bad luck. gﬂh‘ﬂ'&l‘l?ﬁ

B) The segment 'They were laid' contains a grammatical error because the correct form of 'lay

to be used here is 'lie' when referring to lying down in the sun. Therefore, the correct form
would be 'They were lying'; like— They were lying in the sun the entire morning till
Sudharshan came.

D) 'exilarete' 3 o 'Exhilarate' ST YAVIT 819N FAifeh 'Exhilarate' GeT ddell & foT@ehl

31 g § "Seafold e a1 "gRit AgHE He

e Exhilarate' will be used instead of 'exilarete' because 'Exhilarate’ is the correct spelling
which means "to make feel very happy or animated".
C) My family never supported me
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14. A)3H g H 'acknolledgments' ITeld dlish & fol@r aram &1 e spelling
'acknowledgments' 1T g1

e The word 'acknolledgments' is misspelled in the sentence. The correct spelling is
‘acknowledgments'.

15. B) Mean (adjective) — Lacking in generosity or fairness, petty, small-minded, unkind. d=e
Antonym: Noble (adjective) — Having or showing high moral qualities or ideals, or greatness of

character; aristocratic. #gle1/ iiI;_oﬁFr
* Minute (adjective) — Very small; tiny. §&H
e Notorious (adjective) — Famous for something bad; infamous. SEITT

e Novel (adjective) — New or unusual in an interesting way. oTdT
16. A) On the cards (idiom) — Something that is likely to happen or is expected to take place.
HHTGAT &
e On the cards (idiom) — Something that is likely to happen. THTGAT H
e Not worth his salt (idiom) — Not deserving respect or attention; not competent.

e With due respect (idiom) — Used to express polite disagreement or criticism. 3T

TFART & T
e Done to death (idiom) — Something that has been used or discussed so much that it is
no Iongerinteresting.ag?r 3 39AET ET ?:|DT=FF %

17.B)C,A,D,B
The royal style is the agent in social evolution by imitation and cultural patterns are similarly
transmitted by the dominant caste by reason of its higher standard of living

18. C) The meeting was disturbed by an agitated gathering of workers in the company

19. D) Costs an arm and a leg (idiom) — To be very expensive ag?r HAGI

20. D) 'Reign' T 9T EﬂTIT FIifh sq Parr) #H, sentence Ush HU=T o CEO & T HH
37afel A1 AJed H GUTT FT T &1 "Reign” AsE & 1Y BT § 'ATHAHTCT AT
TR A, S 57 Tedl H T §1 31T AFeul &1 39 HeH H Fis 37T gl
g1 3afAT, "Reign" T8 39 fashed glam|

e 'Reign’' should be used because in this context, the sentence is describing the
administrative period or leadership of a company's CEO. The word "Reign" means 'rule’
or 'administrative period', which is correct in this context. The other options do not
make sense in this context. Thus, "Reign" would be the most appropriate choice.
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21. D) 'Concept' T T R FAifeh "concept" & I glaT § f9OR a1 A= SI9 919
TAIGENRIOT T A HTUREAT BT &1 T &, A T Aeq qo 3T 39 |
'Power' &T 37T E’IFIT % e1feFd, 'Variation' T 7T % fHeetar ar 3-1?|T,3-T\T 'Design' ol Iy
& TRl AT AToleTl, ST 30 Tedl H FeT o1ar gl

e Concept' should be used because it means an idea or thought. When referring to the old

notion of globalization, this word is most appropriate. Whereas, 'Power' means
strength, 'Variation' means a change or difference, and 'Design’ implies a blueprint or
plan, which don't fit in this context.

22. D) 'Rare' &I TATIT B Fifeh "rare" &l Y giar & ag e I AEAN W 3T
Tl & AT A IS S g1 SAURY el FAY H gEEN Tliea & U faerer gt
aT X & Sl 3ofh TG H duA & fAv gore HR Fgel | Siaieh Plentiful' &
37 %’ ¥« A= ﬁ, 'Common' &T 37T 3’ HI?TI'FJ,}ﬁT 'Preserved' &l 37 a' W&
AT, S 5H HeH H T A T

e 'Rare' should be used because it refers to something that is not commonly available or is
found in limited quantities. Traders in ancient times would travel great distances to buy
goods that were scarce and costly to sell in their own lands. Whereas, 'Plentiful' means
in abundant quantity, '‘Common' means ordinary, and 'Preserved' implies kept in a
particular condition, which don't fit in this context.

23. B) Advances' T 99T T &ifeh "advances" &1 3712 g1ar § werfa am er:?.TIT,ET ey &
W@rﬁaﬁ@rﬁwﬁg@qﬁgaﬁa&ﬁm%l S€feh 'Chaos' T 37T glaT &
3TSTehdT, 'Issues' &l Iy EﬂFIT %’ AT, 3T 'a decline' &7 e ?»’ fRmae, 3 sq T
H e A ©

e 'Advances' should be used because it means progress or improvement, which signifies
the enhancements mentioned in technology and communication in the context.

Whereas, 'Chaos' means disorder, 'Issues' imply problems, and 'a decline' means a
decrease, which don't fit in this context.

24. D) 'Stalled' &T YA BT FAifeh "stalled” T 1 @XAT & T ST AT 3T @& SATeT|
Safeh "Trooped' ol 37 % HHg H STl 'De-escalated' bl 37 % El'c',?IT,}ﬁT 'Soared' ol
317 § Aol ¥ Sear, S 37 Teo & T AT &

e 'Stalled’ should be used because it means to stop or come to a standstill. Whereas,
"Trooped' means to move in a group, 'De-escalated' means to reduce or lessen, and
'Soared' implies a rapid increase, which don't fit in this context.
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25. A) Protectionism' &T Y17 ¥ FAifeh "protectionism” T 7 giar § arfoifeaes 3R
R et 7 ST R e TR Segiet T AR A R B o
Tehdll %’I Safe ‘Integration' T 37y %} ThTeh{UT, 'Liberalisation' &T 37 %’ 3ERIEUT 3R
'Diversification' T 31 %’ ﬁﬁWUT,GIT sq ot H FI'{'?I a_-l'eﬂ' %’I

e 'Protectionism' should be used because it refers to the use of commercial and economic
policies to protect local industries and jobs. Whereas, 'Integration' means unification,
'Liberalisation' means relaxation of regulations, and 'Diversification' implies variety,
which don't fit in this context.
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