July 18, 2024 ECONOMIC TIMES EDITORIAL — BY ENGLISH MADHYAM

Pay farmers not to farm... paddy

Paying farmers in Punjab and Haryana an explicit subsidy not to grow paddy, as suggested by an
ICRIER policy brief released this month, makes ample sense. It's an efficient alternative to MSP
earmarked for grain, legislated increments of which have become the cause of farmer agitation in
the region. The MSP programme itself has been called into question over farmers' ability to sell
crops at prices that will support farming paddy and other covered crops. To access the intended
price support offered through MSP, the farmer has to go through the expenses of an entire harvest
so that Gol can procure grain to be stored for food security. A subsidy not to farm paddy addresses
waste in the grain storage mechanism, but, more importantly, it frees up government resources to
offer support prices for a larger variety of crops that the country is deficient in.

Paying farmers not to farm may sound odd, till the ecological impact of farming is priced in. That
includes irrigation, fertiliser and power costs, some of which Gol bears. In the case of paddy in
Punjab and Haryana, these costs are considerable, making cultivation unviable without input
subsidies alongside price supports. Then there's the matter of ecological damage of unsustainable
agriculture. All of these add up to the explicit subsidy the ICRIER paper is suggesting for weaning
farmers in northwest India off growing paddy - which can be grown with less damage to the
environment in rainfed parts of the country. A green revolution awaits pulses and edible oils that
would benefit from both input subsidies and price support. It would also reduce India's import

dependence for these crops.

Other countries have found it expedient to pay farmers not to grow selective crops, instead of
making them go through with the expense of doing so to claim support prices, and for governments
to store such crops in warehouses where they rot or are eaten by rats. India can consider this agri
intervention for nutritional security, sustainable farming and an evergreen revolution.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

1. Explicit (adjective) — Clearly stated or 10. Harvest (noun) — The process or period

shown; forthright in expression T

Ample (adjective) — More than enough,
plentiful, abundant g

Efficient (adjective) — Being effective
without wasting time or effort;

competent if‘\’l?—r

Earmark (verb) — Allocate, assign, allot,

11.

12.

13.

of gathering in crops B hICAT

Procure (verb) — Obtain (something),

especially with care or effort 9Tcd Shidl

Address (verb) — Deal with or discuss a

problem or issue IGEMEGH

Mechanism (noun) — A system of parts
working together in a machine; a piece of

reserve, save; Designate for a specific machinery d
purpose AV 3227 & forw fFaiRa

14. Deficient (in) (adjective) — Lacking,
EXGI

Legislate (verb) — Make or enact laws
leleT Tadladl

Increment (noun) — An increase or
addition, especially one of a series on a

fixed scale E[@'

Agitation (noun) — Campaigning,
activism, demonstration, protest; A state
of anxiety or nervous excitement; public

protest MG

Call into question (phrase) — To doubt; to
challenge the validity or truth of

something HdTel 30TT

Go through (phrasal verb) — use up or
spend available money or other

resources. EFFE?T?;_O"I?-IT
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

scarce, underprovided, short; Lacking in

some necessary quality or element ST

Sound (verb) — Appear to be; seem oldToT

Odd (adjective) — Strange or unusual

3ol

Ecological (adjective) — Relating to or
concerned with the relation of living
organisms to one another and to their

physical surroundings ITRIEATAIT

Price in (phrasal verb) — Include

something in a pricing decision EFIAFCHET

IECETGI

Bear (verb) — Carry, support, shoulder,
uphold, sustain, dgel shiT

Considerable (adjective) — Notably large

in size, amount, or extent HEF:I'CLU‘I'
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21.

22.

23

24,

25.

26.

27.

Unviable (adjective) — Impracticable,
useless, unrealistic, Not capable of
working successfully; not feasible

3TeTagIRS

Input subsidy (noun) — Financial support
provided by governments to help reduce
the cost of inputs for production

. Alongside (adverb) — beside, next to,

alongside of, adjacent to, parallel to &
HII-A1

Unsustainable (adjective) — Not able to
be maintained at the current rate or

level; not sustainable 3TTE2R

Add up to (phrase) —To resultin a
particular total or amount SWEI?I?-IT

Wean off (phrasal verb) — Gradually

reduce dependence on something eR-

R fIRar e T

Rainfed (adjective) — Relating to land or

crops that rely on rainfall for water sy

) AR

28.

29.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Await (verb) — Wait for, expect,
anticipate IdT&IT =T

Edible (adjective) — Fit to be eaten (not
poisonous or harmful) @i

. Expedient (adjective) — (of an action)

convenient and practical although
possibly improper or immoral; suitable
for achieving a particular end;
Convenient, practical, useful, beneficial,

39rafY

Rot (verb) — Decompose, decay,
deteriorate HsdT

Intervention (noun) — The action or

process of intervening gEdaT

Sustainable farming (noun) — Farming
using methods that do not deplete
natural resources or harm the
environment

Evergreen revolution (noun) — An
ongoing improvement in agricultural
practices that continually enhances
environmental quality and the resource
base
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Summary of the Editorial

1. An ICRIER policy brief suggests paying farmers in Punjab and Haryana a subsidy not to
grow paddy.

2. This proposal is seen as a more efficient alternative to the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for grains.

3. Legislated increments in MSP have led to farmer agitations in the region.

4. The MSP program has been questioned due to farmers' challenges in selling crops at
supportive prices.

5. Farmers must bear the expenses of an entire harvest to access MSP, leading to
inefficiencies in grain storage.

6. A subsidy not to farm paddy could reduce waste in the grain storage system.

7. It would also free up government resources to support prices for a larger variety of crops.

8. Paying farmers not to farm addresses the ecological impact of farming, including
irrigation, fertilizer, and power costs.

9. Paddy farming in Punjab and Haryana is costly and unsustainable without input subsidies
and price supports.

10. Unsustainable agriculture causes significant ecological damage.

11. The proposed subsidy aims to wean farmers off paddy, which can be grown with less
environmental damage in rainfed regions.

12. A shift to other crops could trigger a green revolution for pulses and edible oils.

13. Such a shift would reduce India's dependence on imports for these crops.

14. Other countries have successfully paid farmers not to grow certain crops, avoiding the
expense and waste of growing and storing them.

15. This agricultural intervention could enhance nutritional security, promote sustainable
farming, and support an evergreen revolution in India.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What is the primary reason for proposing a subsidy for farmers not to grow paddy, as
discussed in the ICRIER policy brief? ‘[Editorial page]‘
A. To reduce the ecological impact of paddy farming.
B. To simplify the government's administrative processes.
C. To alleviate the grain storage problem and diversify crop support.
D. To eliminate the Minimum Support Price (MSP) programme.
2. Why does the passage imply that paying farmers not to farm paddy might be a sensible
measure despite seeming odd?
A. It can enhance food security by focusing on other essential crops.
B. It reduces the expenses associated with the current MSP programme.
C. It allows for better allocation of resources like irrigation and fertilizers.
D. It accounts for the ecological costs associated with paddy farming
3. What is the main purpose of the ICRIER paper's suggestion to pay farmers in northwest
India not to grow paddy?
A. To reduce ecological damage and shift cultivation to more suitable regions
B. To promote the growth of pulses and edible oils
C. Toincrease the cultivation of paddy in other regions
D. To enhance government storage facilities
4. According to the passage, what could be a consequence of reducing paddy cultivation in
Punjab and Haryana?
A. Decrease in the overall agricultural output of India
B. Increase in import dependence for paddy
C. Reduction in India's import dependence for pulses and edible oils
D. Improved efficiency of government storage facilities
5. The passage suggests that other countries have successfully implemented policies paying
farmers not to grow certain crops to avoid storage and spoilage issues.
A. True
B. False
C. Not mentioned in the passage
D. Irrelevant to the context
Comprehension:
In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.
A common question people ask me wherever i travel is: How can we improve relationships
with family, loved ones, friends, co-workers, or neighbours? If we analyse the core issues
behind relationship problems we find they focus on the inability to handle anger and stay
calm, or it’s our ego. Most problems arise when people disagree with 1 .Eachone
feels he is right and the other is wrong. Anger 2 . If we are unable to stay calm,
we 3 saying or doing something hurtful to the other. This escalation leads to
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4 . Soon, what began as a disagreement becomes a fight; it may even become a
long-term 5 . The relationship suffers.
6. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.
A. each other
B. other
C. all ofus
D. another
7. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. getting up
B. shore up
C. swellsup
D. catch up
8. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. cheerup
B. dryup
C. propup
D. endup
9. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4
A. Retaliation
B. Humiliation
C. Fascination
D. Initiation
10. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5

A. Deprived
B. Censored
C. Feud
D. Heed

11. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word.
This novelist is known for his verbosity.
A. Vengeance
B. Succinctness
C. Humility
D. Candour
12. Select the most appropriate homophones to fill in the blanks.
| got while replacing the
A. tyre; tire
B. tyred; tire
C. tired; tier
D. tired; tyre
13. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM for ‘refuse’ in the given sentence.
Shama was allowed to visit the accommodation places for the devotees of the shrine.
A. Allowed
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B. Visit
C. Accommodation
D. Shrine
14. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
The CEO’s disregard for his employees’ well-being led to high turnover and low
morale in the company
A. calous
B. callus
C. callous
D. Calus
15. Select the sentence that has a grammatical error.
A. Rama can bowl fastly.
B. Go back to your room.
C. Don’ttalk so loudly.
D. Run quickly
16. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Raciness
A. Filth
B. Perfection
C. Lewdness
D. Obscenity
17. Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Select the option that
arranges the sentences in the correct logical sequence to form a meaningful and coherent
paragraph.
A. | once met a gentleman who told me about a game he plays with his grandchildren.
B. He shares a titbit or two and it starts off a conversation.
C. He then asks his teenage grandchildren if they know who those people are.
D. He picks some names of politicians, rock stars or even criminals from his generation.
A. AB,C D
B. A CB,D
C. B,ACD
D. A/ DCB
18. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that
contains a spelling error.
You cannot / compensate for the / wrongdoings you have / comitted in the past.
A. You cannot
B. comitted in the past.
C. wrongdoings you have
D. compensate for the
19. Select the option that expresses the given sentence in active voice.
The snake was killed by Shyam.
A. Shyam killed the snake.
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B. Shyam kills the snake.
C. Shyam has killed the snake.
D. Shyam had killed the snake
20. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that
contains a grammatical error.
| brought / an apple from / a place you recommended / me earlier.
A. | brought
B. me earlier
C. aplace you recommended
D. an apple from
21. Parts of a sentence are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the parts in the correct
order to form a meaningful sentence.
P. and allows them to come out of their imaginary world
Q. which helps in illuminating and enlightening the dark world
R. of two blind or visually impaired persons
S. eye donation is a very generous act towards society
A. SQPR
B. SRQP
C. SPQR
D. SQRP
22. Select the option that expresses the given sentence in active voice.
Let the door be shut.
A. You are requested to shut the door.
B. The door should be shut.
C. Letyou shut the door.
D. Shut the door.
23. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word in the given sentence.

The loyal nature of the princess was one of the reasons that the king trusted her very much.
A. infamous

B. treacherous
C. livid
D. Unyielding
24. Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the
given sentence.
Amar is very good in mathematics.
A. good at
B. good about
C. goodon
D. good with
25. Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined words in the given
sentence.
The company is planning to cut back few employees
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reduce some
lay off some
refuse some
lay down some

o0 ®p
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Answers
1. C 2D 3A 4C 5A 6A 7.C 8D 9.A 10 11.B 12D
13. A 14.C 15.A 168 17.D 18A 19A 20.C 21D 22D 23.B 24.A
25. B ][Practice Exercise]\
Explanations

1. C)To alleviate the grain storage problem and diversify crop support.

A) Incorrect because the passage suggests the ecological impact is a consideration but not
the primary reason for the subsidy proposal.

B) Incorrect as the passage does not discuss simplifying administrative processes as a reason
for the subsidy.

C) Correct because the passage explicitly mentions that the subsidy addresses waste in grain
storage and allows the government to support a larger variety of crops, which the country
needs.

D) Incorrect because the passage does not suggest eliminating the MSP program, but rather
providing an alternative to address its limitations.

2. D) It accounts for the ecological costs associated with paddy farming.

A) Incorrect because the passage does not directly link this policy to enhancing food security
by focusing on other crops.

B) Incorrect because the passage does not specifically mention reducing expenses of the
MSP but rather providing an alternative.

C) Incorrect as the passage mentions ecological costs, but not specifically the allocation of
resources like irrigation and fertilizers as a primary reason for this measure.

D) Correct because the passage points out that paying farmers not to farm might sound odd
until the ecological impacts, which include irrigation, fertiliser, and power costs, are
considered. This acknowledges the broader environmental considerations of not farming
paddy.

3. A) A because the passage mentions that the suggestion to pay farmers not to grow paddy
is aimed at reducing ecological damage and shifting cultivation to rainfed parts of the
country where paddy can be grown with less environmental impact. This implies a
strategic shift to more suitable regions for paddy cultivation.

C) Incorrect because the focus is not on increasing paddy cultivation elsewhere but on
reducing it where it is harmful.

B) Incorrect because even though a green revolution for pulses and oils is mentioned, the
subsidy suggestion specifically targets reducing paddy cultivation, not directly promoting
other crops.

D) Incorrect as the passage criticizes the inefficiency of storage facilities and does not
suggest their enhancement as a primary goal.

4. C)Cbecause the passage suggests that a green revolution in pulses and edible oils,
supported by subsidies and price support, would benefit from reduced paddy cultivation.
This would consequently reduce India's import dependence for these crops.

A) Incorrect as the passage does not discuss the overall agricultural output.
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B) Incorrect because the passage suggests shifting paddy cultivation to more suitable areas,
not increasing imports.

D) Incorrect as the passage criticizes storage inefficiencies and does not claim improvement
as a consequence of reduced paddy cultivation.

5. A) A because the passage explicitly states that other countries have found it expedient to
pay farmers not to grow selective crops to avoid the costs and inefficiencies associated
with storage, where crops might rot or be eaten by rats.

B) Incorrect as the passage does mention this strategy used by other countries.
C) Incorrect because it is clearly mentioned.

D) Incorrect as this information is relevant to the context of discussing alternative
agricultural interventions.

6. A)'Each other' &T use 19T &ifeh "each other" AT FT gar & Z’,:Hi' & Try, 3R I8
reciprocal actions Y &2ITdr %’I Sentence # mention fopaT IrAT a' & oo 3 oAy

W IEEAT ala &, 3R TEF "each other" S 3T FHHEATT F T &1 & uEd
AT &1 STafh 'Other' ETST §IaT § Fifeh Tg T [AAY gded FI TIST oAgl
hdT, 'All of us'{-ld-l‘\s Fr 9T FIAT %’,Gﬁ ?II'ETU correct FI?T %’,3—7\1’ 'Another' Tehel T
g &1 3R R aXdr §, S @i AT 781 gl

'Each other' will be used because it implies interaction between two parties in a reciprocal
manner. The sentence discusses how people disagree on their views, making "each other"
the appropriate term to reflect mutual disagreement. On the other hand, 'Other' is vague as
it does not specify a particular duality, 'All of us' refers to a group which is not relevant here,
and 'Another’ points to another single individual, which is not valid in this context.

7. C)"swells up" T use BT FATTh "swells up” T 37T BT & Sgelm AT P oladl, GTHehT
HTIAT3T & TEdT H| Sentence H SARIT AT %’ E2 Wﬁ ?IFT EEd &I d¢ STl
%,%m@r 'swells up'EI%TU 39gad %I i 'Getting up' T k by E’IFIT % 34T, 'Shore up'
&1 3 § S AT AT T, 3R 'Catch up! T 31 § ST AT AT &Y
WT,EIT sq context 7 Fi?f Fl?f %I

"swells up" will be used because "swells up" means to increase or expand, especially in the
context of emotions. The sentence indicates that anger increases when there is
disagreement, making 'swells up' appropriate here. Whereas, 'Getting up' means to rise,
'Shore up' means to support or strengthen, and 'Catch up' means to follow or equalize,
which are not suitable in this context.

8. D)'End up' ST 3YANIT BT FAifh 'end up' T 3 glar § fordy Afaa aRome a7
‘@uﬁrﬁq-g’”am passage # mention %’%EH?TTEH QW@EW%,HTBF%@
glioleheh gl AT Hlal T IR &G Fehdl o, Sl 'end up' & 31 AT QT AT &
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Siafeh 'Cheer up' T 7Y ?IFIT %} Ej‘\’f ?I?-IT gr AT r EQTQT &h T, 'Dry up' ol kK p giar
& arelel & 3EAY g AT AT @ AT, 3 'Prop up' T HY grar § R AT
TGN AT AT A e, 5t oF Hesl & @er o718 &1

'End up' will be used because it means to arrive at a specific outcome or condition. The
passage describes a scenario where failing to remain calm might lead us to eventually saying
or doing something harmful, which fits the usage of 'end up'. In contrast, 'Cheer up' means
to make someone happier, 'Dry up' means to become speechless or to dry out, and 'Prop up'
means to support or sustain something, which do not align with this context.

9. A) Retaliation' &T use B9 Fifeh "retaliation” T 37 glaT & IfQNer AT Iear T
Passageff mention % fh 3R & NG F—I%}f I 9rd, df &H DS gl Hg AT Y
Sod %,GIT fF 31T TR 'retaliation' T 3N o AT a'l Sdfh 'Humiliation' &7 31
%’ 3IY9HAT, 'Fascination' ol Y % 3-TIT=F'Q'UT,3-ﬁT 'Initiation' &T 37T % ‘{;I,TW,EIT sq
context H el Ial ol

'Retaliation' will be used because it means revenge or taking retribution. The passage
explains that if we cannot remain calm, we end up saying or doing something hurtful, leading
to 'retaliation.' Whereas, 'Humiliation' means to disgrace, 'Fascination' means attraction, and
'Initiation’ means beginning, which don't fit in this context.

10. C) 'Feud' T use BT Fifeh "feud" &T 37 1T § Sreieplioleh STITST AT HAHCd |
Passage H mention & & 3gafa Sog & o8 & deo IdY § 3R Ig§
rdehifoleh GeHET §e1 Hehcll 8, SHTAIT 'Feud' JBT TET &1 'Deprived' & 31 § afrd
gIeT, 'Censored' T 37T § TAT e, 3R 'Heed' T 37 § &1 ST, ST 57 T &
TeY +Te &

'Feud' will be used because it means a long-standing quarrel or conflict. The passage
describes how a disagreement soon turns into a fight that could even become a long-term
enmity, making 'Feud' the correct word here. On the other hand, 'Deprived' means to lack or
be denied of something, 'Censored' means to suppress or remove content, and 'Heed' means

to pay attention, none of which appropriately fit this context.
11. B) Verbosity (noun) — The quality of using more words than needed; wordiness, long-

windedness. 2sgTSe

Antonym: Succinctness (noun) — The quality of expressing something clearly and in a few
words; brevity, conciseness. afereaar

e Vengeance (noun)— Punishment inflicted or retribution exacted for an injury or

wrong; revenge. Ffaremer
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e Humility (noun) — The quality of having a modest or low view of one's importance;
humbleness. f@sTar

e Candour (noun) — The quality of being open and honest; frankness, forthrightness.
Tqscdr/ G4«

12.D) tired' 31X 'tyre' sl UATIT IR Fifeh Ugol Rad TAT & AT 'tired' TTT Tah 3T,
e & 3R @Y Reard T & AT 'tyre' TR T, WET §1 SHTAT 3ec} D {a
3

e 'tired' and 'tyre' should be used because for the first blank, 'tired' meaning fatigued,

is correct and for the second blank 'tyre' meaning the rubber covering of a wheel, is
correct. Hence, option D would be the most appropriate choice.

13. A) Refuse (verb) — To decline, reject, or not accept something. HT hIT

Antonym: Allowed (verb) — To permit, grant permission, or let someone do something.

FgAfT &
e Visit (verb) — To go and see someone or something as part of a journey or activity.
qrEr

e Accommodation (noun)— A place to live, work, or stay in. TaTHq
e Shrine (noun) — A holy or sacred place dedicated to a particular deity, ancestor, hero,

or event. 9faT FU«
14. C) 'Callous' 3T AT BT FAifeh 'callous' T 37 BT § TdcsIglad IT ATdeleT| T
& fgae & CEO T 3r9ar FAARAT Hr Herg & Ui TG 1 g & fow
'callous' G 39gerd Asq gl

e 'Callous' should be used because it means insensible or unfeeling. In context, it
describes the CEQO's lack of concern for his employees' well-being. Thus, 'callous' is
the most appropriate word.

15. A) fastly'aS Scol 'fast' T TITIT E:I?IT FIifeh 'fast' Teh adverb #T % g 37 E‘a’ Gl
ﬁ',aa% 'fastly' ITeld &9 %’; ¥ — He runs fast.

e ‘'fast' will be used instead of 'fastly' because 'fast' also serves as an adverb meaning
'quickly', whereas 'fastly' is an incorrect form; Like— He runs fast.
16. B) Raciness (noun) — the quality of being exciting and slightly shocking, especially because of
relating to or suggesting sex
Antonym: Perfection (noun) — The state or quality of being perfect, flawlessness, excellence.

gqotar

o
e Filth (noun) — Dirt, muck, grime, squalor. e

e Lewdness (noun) — Obscene, salacious, lascivious behavior or talk. 3reefierar
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17.

18.

19.
20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

e Obscenity (noun) — The state or quality of being obscene; indecency, impropriety.

areelterdr
D) A, D,C,B
| once met a gentleman who told me about a game he plays with his grandchildren. He picks
some names of politicians, rock stars or even criminals from his generation. . He then asks his
teenage grandchildren if they know who those people are. He shares a titbit or two and it
starts off a conversation.

B) Sentence # 'comitted' FT S8 'committed' Bl=AT mi%m,mﬁ% el spelling
'committed'%’l

e The word 'comitted' should be 'committed' because the correct spelling is
‘committed'. Therefore, segment B has a spelling error.
A) Shyam killed the snake

C) ‘you recommended to' T U7 IR Fifh Q:l't'ﬂ' TTAT H 'recommend' verb & 16
'to' ST JAT BT & i fhdt =afea fir AR i S &1 SF— He

recommended this book to me.

e you recommended to me earlier' will be used instead of 'me earlier' because the
correct structure uses 'to' after the verb 'recommend' when suggesting something to
someone. Like— He recommended this book to me.

D) SQRP

Eye donation is a very generous act towards society which helps in illuminating and
enlightening the dark world of two blind or visually impaired persons and allows them to
come out of their imaginary world

D) Shut the door

B) Loyal (adjective) — Faithful, true, devoted, steadfast, staunch. IBIG
Antonym: Treacherous (adjective) — Betraying trust, deceptive, untrustworthy, duplicitous.

[CECIGEIGI

e Infamous (adjective) — Having a bad reputation, notorious, disgraceful, scandalous.
SEdTd
e Livid (adjective) — Furiously angry; also refers to a bluish discoloration. LIEGIEG]
e Unyielding (adjective) — Not giving way to pressure, hard, firm, inflexible. feer
A) ‘in'sh ol 'at' T YT BT Fhifeh fAwAT Im Hiral F ydorar & fow 'good at'
FT YI_T Ea"lF!T %’; SH— Heis good at singing.
e 'at' will be used instead of 'in' because for proficiency in subjects or skills, 'good at' is
used; Like— He is good at singing.
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25. B) 'cut back few employees' & d&o 'lay off some' ST FANIT BT FAifeh 'cut back' T 372
€ U AT HHT AT, Aol ST TE fRET AU & Hedt A ugFA g g, v lay
off' SUYF Bl &, Toraehr 3 & Tl &1 Slenlt & foleprer ST

e 'lay off some' will be used instead of 'cut back few employees' because 'cut back’
means to reduce or decrease, but when used in context of employees, 'lay off' is
appropriate, which means to dismiss from employment.
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