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Pyrrhic peace: On the Hamas-Israel ceasefire
A united administration under the Palestinian Authority must be in place

After 15 months of war, which saw the deaths of tens of thousands of people, the destruction of
much of Gaza and multiple rounds of painstaking negotiations, Hamas and Israel have agreed to a
ceasefire. As soon as the news was out, thousands ventured out on the streets in Gaza, hoping that
the daily bombardment and shelling would come to an end. Uncertainty still lingered, but both sides
resolved their last-minute differences over details about Israel’s partial withdrawal from Gaza and
the names of the hostages to be released on day one and the ceasefire came into force on Sunday
(January 19, 2025). This is not a permanent end to the war. But given the violence that Israel and Gaza
have witnessed since October 7, 2023, even a pause in the war is a great relief, especially for Gaza’s
2.3 million Palestinians. The agreement is expected to be implemented in three phases. In the first
phase, Hamas will release 33 hostages, while Israel will release about 1,000 Palestinian security
prisoners. The second phase would see more exchanges of hostages and prisoners and both sides are
required to announce a permanent end to the hostilities. The third phase will involve discussions on
the ‘day after’, including who should be in charge of Gaza.

As of now, both sides stay focused on phase one. Trouble could arise when negotiations for the next
phases begin. When Israel launched the war, it set two objectives for itself — the destruction of
Hamas and the release of hostages. In 15 months of war, Israel has degraded Hamas’s militant
infrastructure, but the group has survived and reinvented itself as an insurgency. According to Antony
Blinken, the outgoing U.S. Secretary of State, Hamas recruited as many fighters as it had lost during
the war. Israel’s inability to destroy Hamas or secure the release of the hostages through the
offensive raises serious questions about the IDF’s military tactics in Gaza. This could probably be one
of the factors that persuaded Benjamin Netanyahu to accept the ceasefire. But he has not committed
to bringing the war to an end. Hamas, on the other side, demands a complete withdrawal of Israel
from Gaza. Despite the possible roadblocks, the fact that a ceasefire came into force is welcome
news. It provides a desperately needed relief for Gaza and a platform to build further talks. Israel,
Palestinians as well as the international mediators should now work towards bridging the gaps in the
post-war scenario. Israel will not accept a situation that would leave Hamas as a ruling force in Gaza.
A more pragmatic solution is to form a united administration of all Palestinian factions under the
leadership of the internationally recognised Palestinian Authority, and then shift the focus towards
the reconstruction of Gaza. But for this plan to work and peace to prevail, Israel should be ready to

withdraw all its troops from the Gaza Strip. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.

® Faction (noun) — Group, party, bloc, division, ae
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Vocabulary
1. Pyrrhic peace (phrase) — A victory or 11. Linger (verb) — Remain, persist, stay,
resolution achieved at excessive cost, endure, delay 1T Tg=AT

often leaving significant damage or losses

1T TF AT 9T R onfa 12. Last-minute (adjective) — Final, eleventh-

hour, last-second, rushed, urgent fas
2. Ceasefire (noun) — Truce, armistice,

suspension of hostilities, halt, peace
agreement W 13. Difference (noun) — Discrepancy,
disagreement, variation, divergence,
3. In place (phrase) — Established,
. . contrast AdHE
implemented, ready, operational,
functional SICIN 14. Withdrawal (noun) — Pullback, retreat,

. . . removal, retraction, disengagement aradr
4. Destruction (noun) — Ruin, devastation, gag

effective, be implemented, start, take

5. Painstaking (adjective) — Meticulous,
g (ad, ) effect, be enforced ﬂ'ﬁl@’l’ﬂT

thorough, careful, diligent, exhaustive

e q(\éa; 16. Prisoner (noun) — Detainee, captive,

. . . inmate, convict, hostage Fe
6. Negotiation (noun) — Discussion, dialogue, 8

talks, deliberation, mediation aTdl 17. Hostility (noun) — Enmity, aggression,

animosity, conflict, antagonism UIAT
7. Venture out (phrasal verb) — Step out, go Y 8 3

forth, risk going outside, dare to leave, 18. Degrade (verb) — Deteriorate, weaken,

emerge STeY foehote undermine, damage, erode FHA HIAT
8. Bombardment (noun) — Attack, assault, 19. Militant (adjective) — Combative,
barrage, shelling, onslaught IMTelTeTd} aggressive, radical, confrontational,
revolutionary 33ATE]
9. Shelling (noun) — Bombing, artillery fire, y
mortar fire, barrage, cannonade eIl ST 20. Infrastructure (noun) — Framework,

system, facilities, foundation, structure

10. Come to an end (phrase) — Conclude, .
TR T AT

finish, cease, terminate, stop ngﬂl
21. Insurgency (noun) — Rebellion, uprising,

revolt, resistance, mutiny iaalé
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22. Outgoing (adjective) — Departing, retiring,

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

leaving, former, exiting Tty

Tactic (noun) — Strategy, method,

approach, plan, maneuver oI

Persuade (verb) — Convince, influence,

encourage, sway, prompt ST AT

Committed (to) (adjective) — Dedicated,
devoted, obligated, resolved, steadfast

EIGEL

Roadblock (noun) — Obstacle, hindrance,

barrier, obstruction, impediment STET

Desperately (adverb) — Urgently,
hopelessly, severely, gravely, critically

FITF TThaT I

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Bridge the gaps (phrase) — Overcome
differences, connect, reconcile, close

divides, bring together HAAHG HH BT

Scenario (noun) — Situation, setting,

context, circumstance, scene gRET

Ruling (adjective) — Governing, leading,

dominant, controlling, prevailing fTH

Pragmatic (adjective) — Practical, realistic,

sensible, logical, rational EZITEI%Tﬁ'EF

Prevail (verb) — Succeed, triumph,

dominate, persist, win SITcdeTl

Troop (noun) — Soldiers, armed forces,
military personnel, contingent, battalion

Al

Given (preposition) — Considering, Taking into account, In light of, With regard to, Bearing in

mind a'@?fg'ﬂ'

Mediator (noun) — intermediary, arbitrator, negotiator, facilitator HEIEJ
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Ceasefire Agreement: Hamas and Israel agreed to a ceasefire after 15 months of intense
war and negotiations.
Casualties and Destruction: The war caused tens of thousands of deaths and widespread
destruction in Gaza.
Immediate Relief: The ceasefire brought hope and temporary relief to Gaza’s 2.3 million
residents despite lingering uncertainty.
Implementation in Phases: The agreement has three phases—hostage and prisoner
exchanges, permanent cessation of hostilities, and discussions on Gaza's governance.
Phase One Details: Hamas will release 33 hostages, and Israel will free 1,000 Palestinian
security prisoners.
Future Challenges: Negotiations for the subsequent phases may face significant hurdles.
Israel's War Objectives: Israel aimed to destroy Hamas and secure the release of hostages
but achieved neither fully.
Hamas's Resilience: Despite losses, Hamas has restructured itself as an insurgency and
recruited new fighters.
Military Tactics Questioned: Israel's inability to meet its goals raised doubts about its
military strategy in Gaza.
Netanyahu’s Decision: Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu accepted the ceasefire but has not
committed to ending the war permanently.
Hamas’s Demands: Hamas seeks a complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.
Ceasefire as a Platform: The truce is an opportunity for dialogue and rebuilding efforts in
the war-torn region.
Post-War Plans: Discussions on Gaza’s governance post-war remain contentious, with
Israel opposing Hamas's continued rule.
Suggested Governance Model: A united Palestinian administration under the Palestinian
Authority is proposed for long-term peace.
Reconstruction Focus: For sustainable peace, Israel must consider a full military
withdrawal, and international efforts should focus on rebuilding Gaza.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. Which factor is considered a reason for Benjamin Netanyahu's acceptance of the ceasefire?

A. Complete destruction of Hamas [Editorial page]

B. Israel's success in releasing all hostages
C. Israel’s inability to destroy Hamas or secure hostages through offensive tactics
D. International mediators enforcing sanctions on Israel
2. Why is the ceasefire considered a critical development for Gaza?
A. It permanently ends the war between Israel and Hamas
B. It offers temporary relief and an opportunity for further talks
C. It ensures the release of all hostages and prisoners
D. It removes Hamas as the ruling force in Gaza
3. What is the proposed solution to manage Gaza after the war?
A. Hamas retaining power with international oversight
B. Formation of a united administration under the Palestinian Authority
C. Permanent occupation by Israeli forces
D. Establishment of a new Hamas-led government
4. What can be inferred about the impact of the 15-month war on Gaza's population?
A. The war has caused extensive suffering and disruption to daily life in Gaza.
B. Gaza’s population has grown significantly despite the war.
C. Gaza’s population was unaffected due to international aid.
D. The war strengthened Gaza’s economic infrastructure.
5. Based on the passage, what is a likely challenge for the implementation of the ceasefire
agreement?
A. Lack of international support for the ceasefire
B. Israel's refusal to release Palestinian prisoners
C. Hamas's inability to recruit fighters
D. Disagreement over a complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza

6. Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the
correct order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.
A. However, when areas in Leh began to experience water shortages, life didn’t grind to a halt.
B. Ladakh is a cold desert with a low average annual rainfall.
C. Thus, glaciers have been the main source of water for the people.
D. This was because Chewang Norphel, a retired civil engineer came up with the idea of
artificial glaciers.

A. CBDA
B. BCAD
C. DABC
D. BCDA

7. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 5




ELUETPARPIPEl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

10.

11.

12.

13.

Foul play

A. Unfair or dishonest behaviour

B. A bad smelling theatre or playground

C. Unpleasant weather for playing

D. A drama which is badly produced

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Formally put an end to a system, practice, or institution

A. Stop

B. Destroy

C. Kill

D. Abolish

The following sentence has been divided into parts. One of them contains an error. Select
the part that contains the error from the given options.

He was / late / for school / and punished

A. for school

B. late

C. Hewas

D. and punished

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

She hardly works on weekends, ?

A. doesn’t she

B. isshe

C. doesshe

D. isn’t she

Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No substitution required’.
| wish | were listening to my parents.

A. am listening

B. have listened

C. No substitution required

D. had listened

Select the option that expresses the given sentence in reported speech.
Mother said, “Abhinav slipped while trying to board a bus.”

A. Mother told that Abhinav slipped while trying to board a bus.

B. Mother said that Abhinav slipped while trying to board a bus.

C. Mother says that Abhinav slipped while trying to board a bus.

D. Mother said that Abhinav had slipped while trying to board a bus
Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.

DUO

A. Bond

B. Pair

C. Loan
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D. Debt
14. The following sentence has been divided into parts. One of them may contain an error.
Select the part that contains the error from the given options. If you don’t find any error,
mark ‘No error’ as your answer.
It was a surprising / to receive the gift/ from my brother
A. No error
B. It was a surprising
C. from my brother
D. to receive the gift
15. The following sentence has been divided into parts. One of them may contain an error.
Select the part that contains the error from the given options. If you don’t find any error,
mark ‘No error’ as your answer.
The fisheries sector / have grown significantly / in the last one year
A. have grown significantly
B. in the last one year
C. Noerror
D. The fisheries sector

16. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains

a grammatical error.
My house / is more / spacious than / my sister.
A. ismore
B. My house
C. mysister
D. spacious than
17. Select the option that expresses the given sentence in passive voice.
Do you trust me?
A. Am | trusted by you?
B. Do | am trusted by you?
C. Do I was trusted by you?
D. lam trusted by you.
18. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.
Paranoid
A. Convinced
B. Trustful
C. Committed
. Distrustful
19. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Indifferent to pleasure and pain
A. Cynic
B. Stoic
C. Prudent
D. Lusty

O
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20. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

Appal

A. Alarm

B. Assure

C. Amaze

D. Astound

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

An old man lived in the village. He was one of the (1) unfortunate people in the world.
The whole village was tired (2) him; he was always gloomy, he (3) ___ complained
and was always in a bad mood. The (4) he lived, the more vile he was becoming and
the more (5) were his words

. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.

A. maximum

B. utmost

C. most

D. main

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. from

B. of

C. by

D. at

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. mostly

B. commonly

C. cyclically

D. constantly

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. long

B. lengthy

C. longer

D. longest

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5.
A. fatal

B. mortal

C. poisonous

D. toxic
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Answers
1. C 2.B 3B 4. A 5D 6.B 7.A 8D 9.D 10C 11.D 12.D
13.B 14B 15.A 16.C 17.A 18D 19.B 20.B 21.C 22.B 23.D 24.C
25.C [Practice Exercise]
Explanation
1. C) The passage highlights that Israel's military tactics failed to achieve its objectives of
destroying Hamas and releasing hostages. This failure likely influenced Netanyahu’s decision to

accept the ceasefire.

2. B) The passage highlights that Israel's military tactics failed to achieve its objectives of
destroying Hamas and releasing hostages. This failure likely influenced Netanyahu’s decision to
accept the ceasefire.

3. B) The passage suggests a pragmatic solution where all Palestinian factions unite under the
leadership of the Palestinian Authority. This approach would also involve shifting focus towards
Gaza's reconstruction and peace efforts.

4. A) The passage describes the extensive destruction of Gaza and the desperate hope of
residents for relief from daily bombardment. This indicates severe suffering and disruption
during the 15 months of war.

5. D) The passage notes that Hamas demands a complete withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza,
while Israel does not want Hamas to remain a ruling force. These conflicting objectives could
create challenges during the later phases of the ceasefire implementation.

6. B)BCAD
Ladakh is a cold desert with a low average annual rainfall Thus, glaciers have been the main

source of water for the people. However, when areas in Leh began to experience water
shortages, life didn’t grind to a halt. This was because Chewang Norphel, a retired civil
engineer came up with the idea of artificial glaciers

7. A) Foul play (idiom) — Unfair or dishonest behaviour amq\ﬁmmb—cnaqam
8. D) Abolish (verb) — Formally put an end to a system, practice, or institution HHTCT h{adT
e Stop (verb) — Cease to happen or continue; halt Jehell
e Destroy (verb) — End the existence of something eS¢ ST
e Kill (verb) — End the life of someone or something AAT
9. D) and punished' & dcof 'and was punished' ST TIT3T 13T FATTeh 'He was' Past Tense ﬁ'%}lﬁ:
'punished' a;qgﬁ 'was' WWTE@%; S8 — He was late for school and was punished.

In a compound sentence, both the auxiliary verbs and main verbs should be mentioned
separately if they differ in number, form or voice.
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e 'and was punished' will be used instead of 'and punished' because 'He was' is in Past
Tense, hence, 'was' should be used before 'punished'; Like— He was late for school and
was punished.

10. C) 'does she' T use B’I?ITWT% 'hardly’ @bl use negative sense ﬁglal %’ 3 9 sentence
negative g %’(‘-ﬁ positive question tag bl use ﬁw‘&TE’IFIT%’I 'Hardly' $r31'%‘r€;|a| % "I Bl
B2l "ﬂ% ", S e negative sense ﬁ%’l Eﬂﬁl‘ﬂ] 'does she' ZI%TUH'{?T%'I

o 'does she' should be used because 'hardly' conveys a negative sense, and when the
statement is negative, a positive question tag is needed. 'Hardly' means "barely" or
"scarcely", which carries a negative connotation. Thus, 'does she' is the correct choice
here.

11. D) 'were listening' & dcel 'had listened' ST YIT4T 19T 1Tk '| wish' o ST regret T past &
undesirable events & foIT 'had + past participle' ST T glAT & |

e had listened' will be used instead of 'l were listening' because after 'l wish' we use 'had +
past participle' to express regret or undesirable events in the past; Like— | wish | had
listened to my parents.

12. D) Mother said that Abhinav had slipped while trying to board a bus

13. B) DUO (noun) — A pair; two persons commonly associated with each other, a couple. SIT3T
Synonym: Pair (noun) — Two individuals that are considered together or are associated
with each other in some way. st

e Bond (noun) — A connection between people or things, a relationship, an agreement
with legal force. GaeT

e Loan (noun) — Something that is borrowed, especially a sum of money that is expected
to be paid back with interest. F0T

e Debt (noun) — Money owed to someone; a state of owing money. Fol

14. B) 'It was a surprising’ H error %Rﬁﬁ? 'surprising' Ueh adjective % 3-ﬁT$@ 'surprise' noun &

& correct forar S| H?f diery Efl('-ll - "It was a surprise to receive the gift from my brother."

e Thereis an error in 'lt was a surprising' because 'surprising' is an adjective and it should
be corrected to the noun 'surprise'. The correct sentence should be - "It was a surprise
to receive the gift from my brother."

15.'A) have grown' % 9o 'has grown' ST JAT3T 19T FA1Teh 'The fisheries sector’ Singular Subject
%’3-ﬁT Singular Subject & g1y Singular Verb T TIT3T BIcT %’; S8— The boy has finished his

homework.
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16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

e 'has grown' will be used instead of 'have grown' because 'The fisheries sector' is a
Singular Subject and with a Singular Subject, a Singular Verb is used; Like— The boy has
finished his homework.

C) 'my sister' H error %avzﬁﬁ:aﬁu%‘raoamé:%m 'my sister's house' AT 'my sister's' T TITT
BT TR T AUT| aIATT T H, TR JefelT Y T@T & 'my house' T 'my sister' {, SiT ITeTcl &1 TET
&Y H IIEFT I AIGT "My house is more spacious than my sister's (house)'. 37d: 'my sister' 7
T §, St oh faehed A & |

e The errorisin 'my sister' because it should be 'my sister's house' or 'my sister's' for a
correct comparison. As it stands, the sentence is comparing 'my house' to 'my sister’,
which is incorrect. The sentence should be 'My house is more spacious than my sister's
(house)'. So, the error is in 'my sister', which is option C.

A) Am | trusted by you?
D) Paranoid (adjective) — Exhibiting undue suspicion, worried, fearful, especially about being

persecuted or harmed. FRATcHS/ TTITeITI-TaE

Synonym: Distrustful (adjective) — Skeptical, suspicious, wary, doubtful. 37faeardY
e Convinced (adjective) — Completely certain about something. fareardh
e Trustful (adjective) — Willing to trust people, naive, credulous. ﬁ"eamﬂjao'
e Committed (adjective) — Dedicated, devoted, pledged, bound. CIGECC

B) Stoic (noun) — A person who can endure pain or hardship without showing their feelings or
complaining. 37T

e Cynic (noun) — A person who believes that people are motivated purely by self-interest

rather than acting for honorable or unselfish reasons. aveeff
e Prudent (adjective) — Acting with or showing care and thought for the future. doldl
e Lusty (adjective) — Strong and healthy; vigorous. STRER
B) Appal (verb) — To greatly dismay or horrify, shock, disgust. srsfia
Antonym: Assure (verb) — To inform positively, to give confidence to, comfort. AITRAFT
e Alarm (verb) — To make someone feel frightened, disturbed, or in danger. EIGG
e Amaze (verb) — To cause great surprise or wonder, astonish. =i
e Astound (verb) — To shock or greatly surprise. Tfehd
C) Most' 3T use BT Fifeh STel & Fohell THE H A g JHTeh At a1 Rl T e It
& I §H 'most' T 3YART HId & | Sentence ﬁmw%%%wﬁrgﬁmﬁmm
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gﬂﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁw T, GTAIT 'most’' IgT el &1 'Utmost', 'Maximum' 3iR 'Main' 38
context ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%l

e Most' should be used because when selecting a significant number out of a group, we
use 'most.' The sentence indicates that he was one of the most unfortunate people in
the world, making 'most' the best choice. 'Utmost’', 'Maximum', and 'Main' aren't
correct in this context.

22. B) of' &l use mwﬁ?sﬁcontext H "tired of" Teh common phrase %%IW&TQ??IHT%’W
ST T At & TR gIeAT| SIAT fob 3GST 7 mention foham IraT & o o1 1T 39 ¢ 3T @
QAT AT, STV 'of' TET Tl g1 ST 'from', 'by', 3R 'At' 3 context H AT Agi & |

e 'of' should be used because in this context, "tired of" is a common phrase that means to
be annoyed or bored with something or someone. As the passage mentions that the
entire village was frustrated with the old man, 'of' fits here. Whereas, 'from’', 'by', and
'At' don't fit in this context.

23. D) Constantly' &l use E’I?TFERIIT% "constantly" WH&E’IFIT%’WIHN 1 AT ¥ Sentence
# mention mw%%ﬁaﬂ%nmmmﬁ?ﬁ%n@ﬂgﬁmmw
'constantly' TgT TET § T I8 TITAR FARRIT AT I§dT AT| ST 'Mostly' T 37T &
aﬂa:rarm, '‘Commonly’ WS—T&%’WI’F"JI'H'&T, IR 'Cyclically’ a:ran‘r%‘*aﬁwmﬁ, Gﬂgﬂ
context H AT agT g1

e Constantly' should be used because it means continuously or incessantly. The sentence

mentions that he was always gloomy and always in a bad mood, making 'constantly’
fitting here as he kept complaining all the time. Whereas, 'Mostly' means for the most
part, 'Commonly' means ordinarily, and 'Cyclically' implies in a cyclical manner, which
don't fit in this context.

24. C) longer' &hT use Eﬂ?'ITEFCI’I'% sentence ﬁw%ﬁ%ag%ﬁ@mw%l
"The longer he lived, the more vile he was becoming" & T GeaT31T & &I GG T &2l &
ToIT 'longer' @ET &1 'Long' 3R 'Lengthy' TET context ﬁaﬁa@r%wﬁaaﬂnﬁmmﬁaﬁf
aﬁaeﬁﬁﬁmafr%l 'Longest' superlative degree %ﬁ??ﬂ?context ﬁwaﬁ'%l

e longer' should be used because the sentence is drawing a correlation between the old
man's age and his mood. "The longer he lived, the more vile he was becoming" utilizes
'longer' to show a proportional relationship between the two events. 'Long' and
'Lengthy' are inappropriate in this context as they don't convey a proportional increase.
'Longest' is a superlative degree and is not suitable in this context.
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25. C) poisonous' ol use fﬂTITEFEﬂﬁ? "poisonous" EHER&?IFIT% 5lmqwl<qw T STELAT| Sentence "
mention %mw%%ﬁmagga@mmmmmﬁrm%mgﬁﬂﬁm@q
3afAIT 'poisonous' TET TaT & | 'Fatal' &1 372 § AT &7 HRUT gAaTelT, 'Mortal' T 37T &
AIATT T 3TTENT, 3 Toxic' Wﬁé%m?ﬂ GITEQTcontext H 'poisonous’ ﬁaﬁ'{ﬂ'ﬁﬂ'%’l

‘poisonous' should be used because it means harmful or venomous. The sentence indicates
that the older he became, the more harmful his words were, making 'poisonous' the most
fitting here. Whereas, 'Fatal' means causing death, 'Mortal' means subject to death or
temporary, and 'Toxic' also means poisonous but isn't as fitting as 'poisonous’ in this context.
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