The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

Low snow levels in Hindu Kush region and a reminder to break the ice

The time snow remains on the ground during the winter months — snow persistence, in scientific
parlance — in the Himalayan Hindu Kush Region (HKH) has been coming down drastically in recent
years. Four of the five winters between 2020-21 and 2024-25 saw below-normal snow persistence.
According to a report by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD),
released on Monday, the snow level plummeted to a record 23.6 per cent low in the winter of 2024-
2025. When it melts in summer, the snow from the mountains contributes about a fourth of the run-
off of the 12 major rivers in the region, including the Ganga, Indus, Brahmaputra, Mekong and Amu
Darya. The winter season anomalies could, therefore, lead to reduced snow melt and, in turn, affect
the water security of more than two billion people across these river basins, the ICIMOD report warns.
The fall in river run-offs could have spinoffs on water availability for drinking, irrigation and
hydroelectricity generation.

Low snow persistence is a classic fallout of climate change. The Himalayan region, for instance, is
particularly vulnerable to high temperatures. Studies have shown that the rise in temperature in the
Himalayas has exceeded the global average for at least four decades. An ICIMOD report of 2019 had
warned that even if the global temperature rise is limited to the Paris climate pact’s threshold of 1.5
degrees Celsius, the HKW region will witness a warming of 0.3 degrees Celsius. Local developments
like changes in the land system — the transformation of farmlands into urban areas — have combined
with broader climatic changes to drive the temperature rise. Extra-tropical storms from the
Mediterranean, for instance, are known to contribute to winter precipitation in the Himalayas. But
weaker western disturbances in recent years seem to have disrupted the timing of seasonal
precipitation, leading to shifts in snowfall patterns.

In the coming months and years, policymakers will need a two-pronged approach to climate change.
Even as they plan a transition towards greener forms of development, planners will need to find ways
to shield people from the adverse effects of global warming. The ICIMOD report should occasion
investments in better water management, drought-proofing agriculture, improvements in warning
systems and greater regional cooperation on rivers and natural resources. The countries in the
Subcontinent and China usually collaborate in global climate forums. However, riparian issues are
amongst the most contentious in the region, and ecosystem-based approaches are often hostage to
politics. Data-sharing mechanisms on river flows, flood and drought alert systems, even a common
renewable energy grid, could reduce people’s vulnerabilities in the face of melting glaciers and

declining snowfall. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

Vocabulary
11.

Break the ice (phrase) — initiate
conversation, ease tension, start
interaction, make people comfortable,

begin communication ST T YT
HAT / FATBISA I TGS AT

Persistence (noun) — continuity, durability,

stability, endurance, longevity TTRcd /

TR ST 3Gl

Parlance (noun) — terminology, language,

expression, jargon, idiom a’l‘&ﬁ/ﬁ%ﬁ
NEACE)

Plummet (verb) — fall sharply, drop,

decline, crash, tumble d<it & FRAT

Run-off (noun) — water flow, drainage,
overflow, outflow, discharge §gld / 9dlg

Anomaly (noun) —irregularity, deviation,
abnormality, inconsistency, peculiarity

AT / [ader

Lead (to) (verb) —result in, cause, bring
about, trigger, produce shIUT dolall

Spinoff (noun) — by-product, offshoot,
consequence, result, outcome 399RUTH

Fallout (noun) — consequence, aftermath,

result, repercussion, impact g@ﬁq’lﬁ

For instance (phrase) — for example, such

as, like, to illustrate, say 3cIg{Ul & foT

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Vulnerable (to) (adjective) — susceptible,
exposed, prone, weak, at risk 3-1'53@?[

Decade (noun) — Period of ten years cRlh

Threshold (noun) — limit, boundary, brink,
edge, verge HTAT

Witness (verb) — observe, see, experience,

undergo, encounter sl

Development (noun) — Event, happening,
occurrence, change, incident, stage

YlolshH

Drive (verb) — propel, push, lead, influence,
stimulate IR AT

Precipitation (noun) — rainfall, snowfall,

drizzle, downpour, sleet asT

Western disturbance (noun) — The
disturbance travels from the “western” to
the eastern direction. Disturbance means
an area of “disturbed” or reduced air
pressure.

Two-pronged (adjective) — dual approach,
bifocal, two-fold, twin-track, multifaceted

ARELT]

Transition (noun) — change, shift,
movement, transformation, progression

dcelld

Shield (verb) — protect, safeguard, defend,
shelter, guard SdTaIT
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Adverse (adjective) — harmful,
unfavorable, negative, damaging,

detrimental Sfciehel

Global warming (noun) — the increase in
the temperature of the earth’s
atmosphere, caused by the increase of

certain gases df2aeh FSHTHIOT

Occasion (verb) — cause, prompt, trigger,
bring about, initiate 3cYeol h el

Riparian (adjective) — riverbank-related,
riverside, related to river areas #cT [ehallX

T / STefdlcl Feely

Contentious (adjective) — controversial,
disputed, debatable, argumentative,

problematic faarerEae

Often (adverb) — frequently, regularly,
commonly, usually, repeatedly 3TsFHT

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Hostage (noun) — captive, prisoner, pawn,
dependent, constraint (used

metaphorically here) ¥4 / TI=0T & T@r
9T

Mechanism (noun) — system, process,
method, setup, structure Fi":f/ YUl

Drought (noun) — dry spell, water scarcity,

aridity, lack of rain, famine qar

Energy grid (noun) —an interconnected
network that delivers electricity from
power plants to consumers.

Vulnerability (noun) — weakness,
susceptibility, exposure, sensitivity, risk

FHINT

In the face of (phrase) — despite,
confronted with, against, amidst, even

though & STaS[g
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Declining Snow Persistence: The Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) region has seen a drastic
reduction in snow persistence (duration of snow cover) in recent winters.
Record Low in 2024-25: Snow persistence hit a record low of 23.6% below normal in the
winter of 2024-25.
Impact on River Run-off: Snowmelt contributes ~25% of the water flow in 12 major rivers,
including the Ganga, Indus, and Brahmaputra.
Water Security Threat: Reduced snowmelt could endanger water security for over 2 billion
people in these river basins.
Consequences: Lower river flows may affect drinking water, irrigation, and hydropower
generation.
Climate Change Link: Low snow persistence is a direct result of global warming.
Himalayan Warming: The Himalayas are heating faster than the global average, a trend
observed for over 40 years.
Exceeding Paris Limits: Even if global warming is limited to 1.5°C, the HKH region could
warm by an additional 0.3°C.
Local & Global Factors: Land-use changes (e.g., urbanization) and climatic shifts (weaker
western disturbances) contribute to temperature rise.
Disrupted Precipitation: Weaker Mediterranean storms (western disturbances) have
altered snowfall timing and patterns.
Two-Pronged Policy Needed: Governments must focus on green development while
protecting people from climate impacts.
Investment Priorities: Better water management, drought-resistant agriculture, and
improved warning systems are crucial.
Regional Cooperation Needed: HKH countries must collaborate on river data-sharing,
flood alerts, and renewable energy grids.
Political Challenges: Riparian disputes hinder ecosystem-based solutions, requiring
diplomacy for shared resources.
Urgent Action: Melting glaciers and declining snowfall demand immediate measures to
reduce vulnerabilities
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. Which factor is primarily responsible for the decline in snow persistence in the Himalayan
Hindu Kush Region (HKH)? |[Editoria| Page]|
A. Increased rainfall in winter

B. Rise in global temperatures due to climate change
C. Excessive snowfall in neighboring regions
D. Reduced agricultural activities
2. Why is the reduction in snow persistence a major concern for the Himalayan region?
A. It leads to increased tourism in the mountains
B. It causes more frequent earthquakes
C. It prevents the formation of glaciers
D. It reduces summer river run-offs, affecting water security for billions
3. What kind of measures does the ICIMOD report suggest to address the challenges posed by
declining snow persistence?
A. Investing in better water management, drought-proofing agriculture, and improving
warning systems
B. Building more dams to store water
C. Encouraging mass migration from the Himalayan region
D. Reducing industrial activities in South Asia
4. What can be inferred about the relationship between Western Disturbances and Himalayan
snowfall from the passage?
A. Western Disturbances have no impact on Himalayan snowfall.
B. Weaker Western Disturbances lead to increased snowfall in the Himalayas.
C. Weaker Western Disturbances in recent years have disrupted snowfall patterns.
D. Western Disturbances only affect rainfall, not snowfall.
5. Based on the passage, what is the most likely reason for the lack of regional cooperation on
river management in the HKH region?
A. Absence of scientific data on river flows
B. Political disputes among riparian countries
C. Excessive snowfall ensuring water surplus
D. Lack of technological expertise in water management
6. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Dig up dirt
A. Enquire about a missing person
B. Find and disclose evidence
C. To uncover negative information about someone or something.
D. Hide and protect vital evidence
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7. Parts of the following sentence have been given as options. Select the option that contains an

error.
Dr. oppenheimer is the exceptional movie of all the movies in recent times.
A. of all the movies
B. in recent times
C. Dr. Oppenheimeris
D. the exceptional movie

8. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

The philanthropist's donations significantly improved the quality of life in the

community.
A. substantial
B. meagre
C. redundant
D. parsimonious
9. Select the option that best expresses the meaning of the given idiom.
When pigs fly
A. Correct approach
B. In unity
C. Indue course of time
D. Justimpossible
10. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

The cat likes to in the sun during the afternoon.
A. lei
B. lye
C. lie
D. lay
11. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Cacophony
A. Noise
B. Discord

C. Dissonance
D. Harmony
12. Select the correct spelling of the incorrectly spelt word in the given sentence.
She is an indepandent writer.
A. Indipendent
B. Independent
C. Indipendant
D. Independent
13. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
The movie was so boring that | fell
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A. slept
B. sleep
C. asleep
D. sleeping

14. The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains

15.

16.

17.

18.

a grammatical error.

After months of / meticulous planning and hard work, / a team successfully launched / their
innovative product to the market.

A. ateam successfully launched

B. their innovative product to the market.

C. after months of

D. meticulous planning and hard work

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the underlined word.

"He was notorious for his avaricious behavior, always seeking ways to accumulate more
wealth."

A. notorious

B. sloth

C. greedy

D. generous

Select the option that is OPPOSITE in meaning to the underlined word in the given sentence.
The state played only a modest part in the outstanding advancement of modern morality

A. Unimpressive

B. Boastful
C. Humble
D. Moderate

The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that contains
a grammatical error.

The residents of Rameswaram / about the 1940s were quite / orthodox, but were also /
tolerant of other communities.

A. tolerant of other communities

B. The residents of Rameswaram

C. orthodox, but were also

D. about the 1940s were quite

Select the most appropriate homophone to fill in the blank.
While learning to drive, Shivani met with an accident because she couldn't hit the

A. brake
B. brick
C. brack
D. break
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Select the grammatically correct sentence from the given options.

These are the works of a great poet Tagore.

A. These are the works of the great poet Tagore.

B. These are the works of that great poet Tagore.

C. These are the works of this great poet Tagore.

D. These are the works of an great poet Tagore

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

Following weeks of intense training, the athlete in the championship.

A. have been competing

B. were competing

C. have competed

D. competed

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

In terms of technical difficulty, Nanga Parbat, the world's ninth (1) peak, competes with
K2. The first (2)__ to the summit follows a narrow ridge. The 15,000-foot Rupal Face, a
single wall of rock and ice, is located on the mountain's southern side. Climbers have dubbed
the Nanga Parbat, which (3) as ‘naked mountain’, ‘Killer Mountain’. This gives
Annapurna a (4) of 32%, making it the most statistically dangerous of the world’s 8,000-
metre peaks. It is an avalanche-prone area with some technical difficulty. Climbers’ misery is
(5) by insufficient local support, in addition to unpredictable weather and
inaccessibility.

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.

A. deepest

B. highest

C. lengthiest

D. fattest

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2
A. launch

B. lift

C. rise

D. ascent

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. translates

B. transcribes

C. transposed

D. transliterates

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. mortal rate
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B. frailty rate
C. economic rate
D. fatality rate
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5
A. perfectly
B. increasingly
C. worst
D. exacerbated
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Answers
1. B 2D 3.A 4C 5B 6C 7.0 8A 9D 10.C 11D 12.B
13. C 148 15C 16B 17D 18A 19A 20D 21.B 22D 23.A 24D
25.D [Practice Exercise]|
Explanations

1. B) The passage states that "Low snow persistence is a classic fallout of climate change" and
highlights that the Himalayan region is warming faster than the global average. Thus, the
primary reason for reduced snow persistence is rising temperatures

2. D) The passage explains that snowmelt contributes to *"about a fourth of the run-off of the 12
major rivers"* and warns that reduced snow persistence could lead to "reduced snow melt and,
in turn, affect the water security of more than two billion people."

3. A) The passage explicitly mentions that the "ICIMOD report should occasion investments in
better water management, drought-proofing agriculture, improvements in warning systems,
and greater regional cooperation."

4. C) The passage states that "Extra-tropical storms from the Mediterranean... contribute to
winter precipitation in the Himalayas" but "weaker western disturbances in recent years seem
to have disrupted the timing of seasonal precipitation, leading to shifts in snowfall patterns."
From this, we can infer that weaker Western Disturbances are linked to altered snowfall
patterns

5. B) The passage mentions that "riparian issues are amongst the most contentious in the region,
and ecosystem-based approaches are often hostage to politics." This suggests that political
conflicts (Option b) are the primary barrier to cooperation, rather than a lack of data or
technology.

6. C) Dig up dirt — To uncover negative information about someone or something fedt aafaq o

IS & SR U TPRIAD THBR! HBE|
7. D) 'the exceptional movie' % ol 'the most exceptional movie' <l use (’ﬂ?’IT Fifh ST T

egfFd a1 a&d $r JeleTl ‘of all' AT 'among many' I &1 AT %’, ar Superlative Degree (most +

adjective) T use ﬁEITHIT-lT%I ZIE'T 'exceptional’ Positive Degree %, ETW%I

* 'the most exceptional movie' will be used instead of 'the exceptional movie' because when
comparing one person or thing using 'of all' or 'among many', we use the Superlative Degree
(most + adjective). Here, 'exceptional’ is in the Positive Degree, which is incorrect.

Incorrect: She is the tall girl of all.

Correct: She is the tallest girl of all.

8. A) ‘Substantial' ®I useEﬁTIT b ERSCA e % "HTH AET | a1 WI" sentence H

mention § & WNUSR! HAfed & §F 7 THeT & Siia- & [urgar § FUR foban,
a1 ® f% g9 93 a1 Headyul A1 'Meagre' &1 31 § "3 T HH," S e o &l
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10.

11.

12.

Tol 3 Fifey T8 W JUR ®l Ufafsfdd 8f &1l 'Redundant' &1 3f §
"3IFIIRS T falked, S 39 99T & HId T A T8l JdTl 'Parsimonious' BT Y &

"god," ST GFdd & ISRdl & AU B

Substantial' will be used because it means "large in amount or significant." The sentence
mentions that the philanthropist's donations improved the community's quality of life,
indicating that the donations were large or significant. 'Meagre' means "small or insufficient,"
which does not fit the context as it implies minimal impact. 'Redundant' means "unnecessary or
excessive," which does not align with the sentence's tone. 'Parsimonious' means "stingy or
unwilling to spend," which contradicts the philanthropist's generosity described in the
sentence.

D) When pigs fly (idiom)- Just impossible means something that will never happen or is

impossible., TP 3 % "QFT S Pt :l—ep[ Eﬁ gohdr|"
C) Lie' BT use B Fife 3TbT 3 g "3RM H1 a1 &fow fUfd & dAen o &

mention § T faccl GUeR & ¢U T 3RM AT g F 7, ST 'lie' T8I el 7l
'Lei' UgT“ﬁ CARIN]] Eﬁ—cﬁ %, o BRI Wﬂ-f i irreIevant%I 'Lye' U RIS IBIEET UaT?f %, o
I ¥ G T8 B1 'Lay' 'lie' BT past form & 5§ 3BT Y "R HAT BT T,

1 3@ o "HS @A BT §, Sl g8l Iuged el &l

Lie' will be used because it means "to rest or recline in a horizontal position." The sentence

mentions that the cat likes to rest in the sun during the afternoon, so 'lie' is contextually correct
here. 'Lei' is a garland of flowers, which is irrelevant in this context. 'Lye' is a chemical
substance, making it unrelated to the sentence. 'Lay' is the past tense of 'lie' when it means "to
rest," or it means "to place something down," which doesn't match the present continuous
sense here.
D) Cacophony (noun) — A harsh, discordant mixture of sounds; clamor; uproar; din.m gt
Antonym: Harmony (noun) — The quality of forming a pleasing and consistent whole;
agreement or concord in sounds; melodiousness. RILEE
e Noise (noun) — Any loud or unpleasant sound; uproar.Q'nT
e Discord (noun) — Disagreement or lack of harmony between people or things; strife.
Ei ]
e Dissonance (noun) — Lack of agreement or harmony; inconsistency between beliefs or
actions; unpleasant or harsh sound. fodmfa
B) The correct spelling of the incorrectly spelt word is ‘Independent’, which means “free from
outside control; not depending on another's authority”. %dci?l, S QHQ\I' R AR '_'|_E»p[ g’fl
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13.

14.

15.

16.

C) ‘asleep' I use_EhTﬂ i "asleep" DI 3rf %’ ) SET 3R qg adjective% *0 #H
DIH Hdl %I ERSI sentence H "fell' U linking verb %, 3R ITH dlq adjective &I IR

foar ST %I 'slept' (verb) 3R 'sleep' (noun/verb) G BRI context H SUINT qﬁ fooar o
g&dl Hifes d grammaticallyﬂ"ﬁﬂ T8l %I 'Sleeping' (verb/gerund) i B context H TTd
gl

'Asleep’ will be used because it means "to fall into a state of sleep” and functions as an
adjective. In this sentence, "fell" is a linking verb, which is followed by an adjective. 'Slept'
(verb) and 'Sleep' (noun/verb) are grammatically incorrect in this context. Similarly, 'Sleeping'
(verb/gerund) does not fit the grammatical structure of the sentence.

B) 'their innovative product' @ dGel 'its innovative product' T use BT FiTHh 'team' T
collective noun %’ 8 I unit & T & use THIAT AT A 39 T singular pronoun IR
singular verb ol use ETFIT %I ZI'E'T 'team' Teh unit & & H PRI T T@' %’—Iaunching the
product—3HTIT pronoun 'their' T STITE 'its' T T AT 31U I, SHT—

The committee gave its final decision after a long discussion.
'its' will be used instead of 'their' because 'team' is a collective noun, and when it is used as a
single unit, it takes a singular pronoun and a singular verb. In this sentence, 'team' is
functioning as one unit (they collectively launched the product), so 'its' is grammatically correct;
Like— The committee gave its final decision after a long discussion
C) Greedy (adjective) — having an intense and selfish desire for wealth or possessions. At

e Avaricious (adjective) — having or showing an extreme greed for wealth or material gain.

frerd, At

e Notorious (adjective) — famous or well-known for a bad quality or deed. dg-H
e Sloth (noun) — reluctance to work or make an effort; laziness. 3T

e Generous (adjective) — showing kindness and a willingness to give more than is

necessary. JalR

B) Modest (adjective) — Humble, unassuming, moderate in the estimation of one’s abilities or

achievements. ﬁ:l'g, IYRUT

Antonym: Boastful (adjective) — Showing excessive pride and self-satisfaction about one’s
achievements or abilities. ‘EITi@DT, 3‘1"'[ II'R%[ Gl
e Unimpressive — Not attracting attention or admiration; lacking distinction. U“—ﬂa%:l:[
e Humble — Having or showing a modest or low estimate of one’s importance. -¥, ICEL]
e Moderate — Average in amount, intensity, or degree. H&H, HqTH
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17.

18.

19.

20.

D) 'about the 1940s were quite' % §Cof 'in the 1940s were quite' ol use gham FIifer AT
HHAY (decade - 1940s) I g2l & T 'in' preposition bl use Eflﬂl %’, 'about’ a;ra'é”ﬂ

'in the 1940s were quite' will be used instead of 'about the 1940s were quite' because for
referring to a specific time period (decade - 1940s), the preposition 'in' is used, not 'about'.
"About" suggests approximation, but decades (e.g., 1940s) require the preposition "in" to
indicate a specific time frame.

A) Brake' I usefvaTIT b 'brake' BT G{Qf % dig- I JH G N FE & %I'Q
3@1:”?[ fdar S arel TF| sentence § mention % fo Rar E’I?gﬁ"'[ IRad gHg
g &1 RIPR g8 e a8 9b &I @ IbHl ‘Brick' BT 31 Bl § 3¢, S 39
ar o irrelevant%l 'Brack' &I ﬁ_sf 3 7‘|€f % 3R g e valid :|_6°[ %I 'Break' &I
3 giar ® e a1 g, S I b e § 98 T8 93dr 2

Brake' will be used because it refers to a device used to stop or slow down a vehicle. The

sentence states that Shivani met with an accident while learning to drive because she couldn't
hit the brake. The other options do not fit in this context: 'Brick' means a block of baked clay,
which is irrelevant here. 'Brack' has no meaning and is not a valid word. 'Break’ means to
separate into pieces or pause, which does not fit the context of the sentence.

A) These are the works of the great poet Tagore

'the' BT use BT gl & Hif TGl 'Tagore' Th AW URNg Hfd &1 719 8 IR I
aﬁﬁmqa@rﬁm%l 'Tagore'%qmﬁq—s'a'the'w usemmﬂ%?ﬂﬁ?
3ol fafRryar & uad fhar o1 9@ |

The use of 'the' is correct because 'Tagore' is the name of a specific, well-known poet, and the
article 'the' is used to emphasize his distinctiveness.

D) ‘Competed’ T use BN P ‘competed' BT I § Ufdwwyl BT sentence H
mention g & TUelic 3 T8 UfRier & a1 <fFafRM & HRT o™, St Th completed
action %I d[d] past tense i %,Eﬂﬁfq '‘competed' e JYUYdd fa ey %I A. 'have been
competing' Il 3ref % b QWﬂZ’ ft +ff ufogyt o= gl %,\_rﬁ IR & ﬂ?ﬁ-f T Ad
gl WIdll B. 'were competing' &1 3 g & wYelte fodt gy uforuyt &1 38 4 dfeq
dlR HdhTd H 110f fopar &t 3R QRMRT hXdl %I'have competed' present perfect tense A
%, W EIEETI simple past tense action aﬂ%m

'D. Competed' will be used because 'competed' means to have participated in a competition.

The sentence indicates that the athlete participated in the championship after weeks of intense
training, which is a completed action. The sentence is in the past tense, making 'competed' the
most appropriate choice. 'have been competing' implies that the athlete is still competing,
which doesn’t align with the context of the sentence. 'were competing' suggests an ongoing
action in the past, but the sentence refers to a completed action in the past. 'have competed' is
in the present perfect tense, but the sentence requires a simple past tense action.
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21.

22.

23.

B) ‘Highest' I use EﬁTﬂ i "highest" DI 3ref % Jeg STl Nanga Parbat_g‘ﬁfcﬂ 3l

idf I ST Udd g, AR Y 9 H I Udd Bl Sdls Pl Hahd H b g
TN fear T %I NEIGY 'deepest’ DI 31’?-f % LIRS 1gX, 'lengthiest' Il 3‘[2f % RAEE]
?FSIT\’:?N 'fattest' bl 3 %’ o ﬁaﬁﬁ GRS Fl—c{‘l-f i l:l—eﬂ =r6°r %I

'Highest' will be used because it refers to the greatest height. Nanga Parbat is described as the
ninth tallest mountain in the world, and the sentence refers to its height. In contrast, 'deepest'
means the most profound, 'lengthiest' means the longest, and 'fattest' means the thickest,
which are not appropriate in this context.

D) 'Ascent' DI use BT I[P 'ascent’ BT 31 % E[?.!Tsc I JIW B 3R dell gg s
LI&(‘II@IS”I & g # A9t a@ tlg“?ﬁ HI Ufehar BT quIF HRAT %I passageﬁ ITG
far a1 8 f5 ugeh g o1 A d% Uga &1 WO UH IdY 9gM & JEH 9
BT ©, UMY ‘ascent' T8T Wal & ISE(® 'launch' BT 31 § 3MRH HAT AT & BT Sl
TdaREy & fau Iugad =@ g1 'Lift BT 3 § IoMT, iR T8 ot 39 ded # fiee
T8I BTl 'Rise' BT 31 § SWR I+, Alch g Ulthar &1 auiF = & forw @l g
|

'Ascent' will be used because it means the act of climbing or moving upward, especially in the

context of mountaineering. The passage mentions that the first attempt to the summit involves
a narrow ridge, making 'ascent' appropriate here.

Whereas, 'launch' means to begin or initiate, which does not fit the context of mountaineering.
'Lift' means to raise something, which is also unsuitable here. 'Rise' means to go upward but
does not describe the process correctly in this context.

A) Translates’ &1 use BN Fifd STHT 3f § TH U OT U Bl gak & Faor],
dAfe 3 B RAIR 11 91 T Ioag fbar a1 g & <= gdar &1 o =

gdd" g, ol g8 SRdr § & AW &I SuF gA W ¥ oS # srare fear mam gl

Transcribes’ @1 31 § &I ¢ sal &1 forgen a1 fafed ®9 & o, S a8t Suge
'_‘lTSQf %I ‘Transposed’ I 3ref % fooat Eﬂﬁ & UG a1 »H 31 GI‘.‘(Q‘I'-II,\_rﬁ g ﬂ_ci'l-f I
d :Iglf JIdT| “Transliterates’ BT 3 % Uh fofa ot Q’ﬂf[ fofor o 2 UhR ufkafda
A1 6 SR §91 IR, o gl ug ot ugt fihe st gl

‘Translates’ will be used because it means to convert one language or form into another while

retaining the meaning. In the context of the sentence, "Nanga Parbat" is described as meaning
"naked mountain," indicating that the name has been translated from its original language to
English. ‘Transcribes’” means to write down spoken words or convert into a written form, which
doesn't fit here as the context involves meaning, not writing. ‘Transposed’ means to change the
order or position of something, which is unrelated to translating names. ‘Transliterates’ means
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to represent the characters of one script in another, preserving pronunciation rather than
meaning, which also doesn't fit here.

D) ‘Fatality rate' BT use R Hifdb Ig fbodl g1 & HRUI ag & STUrd IR
81 passage H mention @ & Annapurna @I T & TaY GRS Ugsl H ¥ D
AT ST § 3R SUPBT 32% BT fbal faar M1 g, o dad g & & Iy o aoen
Sl Hohdl %I '"Mortal rate' TeY 8T & Fifeh "mortal" T 3727 g1aT & "a72aT" AT "Flfﬁ e,

oIfeheT "mortal rate" Teh standard statistical term o‘-@f%l 'Frailty rate' &I 3ref ﬁm %’ HHSIN

3| E{?,\_rﬁ gl SUgad :rsﬁ %I 'Economic rate' T e Eﬁ?ﬂ % 3t ?{T,\_rﬁ H—C{‘J-f 3 @
ave SUTERTS %I Eﬂﬁfﬁ, 'Fatality rate' gl ﬂ_gf 3T %I

Fatality rate' will be used because it refers to the proportion of deaths caused by an event. The
passage mentions that Annapurna is considered one of the most dangerous mountains in the
world, with a 32% figure, which can only relate to the fatality rate. 'Mortal rate' suggests a
death rate but is not a standard term. 'Frailty rate' refers to a rate of weakness, which is
irrelevant in this context. 'Economic rate' relates to financial metrics, which is entirely out of
context here.

'D) Exacerbated' &I use gl BN FIP 'exacerbated' BT 3 %’ fodt RUfa ar gwan
&l GﬁT HfYe TR I1 WIT HAT sentence T g mention % G2 Eléﬂm'%ﬁf G|
I Sl AW iR giiHar & o@mEr Suaig g Iuda ¥ §¢ o g,
Eﬂﬁ’lﬁ 'exacerbated'flﬁ Sugdd %’I Sdfdh 'Perfectly’ T 3ref %’ @ e @ 'Increasingly'
&7 3 % - del, GﬁT "Worst' DT 3 % o @Tl_d,\_rﬁ Y context H Hﬁf qe)f %I

‘Exacerbated' will be used because it means to make a problem or situation worse. The
sentence mentions that climbers’ misery is worsened by insufficient local support, in addition
to unpredictable weather and inaccessibility, making 'exacerbated' the correct choice here.
Whereas, 'Perfectly’ means completely, 'Increasingly’' means gradually becoming more, and
'Worst' refers to the most severe, which don't fit in this context.
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