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One who’s Wise 
A youth seeking knowledge, decided to travel and learn from the wise men across the land. Before 

leaving, he went to Nasruddin Hodja for advice.  

"Sir," said the youth. "How can you tell if a man is truly wise?" 

Hodja remembered what a wise man had told him at the 

market place a long time ago, and so he said to the youth, 

"Use this yardstick and you'll never go wrong."  

"What yardstick?" said the anxious youth. "Please tell me." 

"He who knows not and does not know that he knows not is a 

fool, began Hodja."Shun him." 

The youth nodded his head, and Hodja continued, "He who 

knows not and knows that he knows not is a child. Teach him. 

But, he who knows and knows not that he knows is asleep. 

Awaken him. 

"Sir," said the youth impatiently. "How do I find a wise man?" 

"He is one who knows and knows that he knows, said Hodja."Follow him!" 

The youth was satisfied and was about to leave when Hodja baffled him by saying, "But to make sure 

that he who knows really knows that he knows is not easy!"  
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Vocabulary 

1. Seek (verb) – search, pursue, explore, look for, inquire –       / त         

2. Wise (adjective) – intelligent, prudent, sagacious, insightful, knowledgeable –         

3. Yardstick (noun) – standard, measure, benchmark, criterion, gauge –        

4. Anxious (adjective) – worried, concerned, uneasy, nervous, apprehensive –     तत /        

5. Shun (verb) – avoid, evade, reject, eschew, stay away from –          /       

6. Nod (verb) – bob, dip, gesture, incline, agree –            (    त   ) 

7. Asleep (adjective) – sleeping, unconscious, slumbering, dozing, inactive –          

8. Awaken (verb) – rouse, wake up, stir, alert, revive –       /    त      

9. Impatiently (adverb) – restlessly, eagerly, irritably, anxiously, hastily –     त     

10. Baffle (verb) – confuse, perplex, bewilder, puzzle, mystify –            /    त      

  



02 June, 2025 JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM 

 

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in 
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 3 
 

Practice Exercise 

        

Click here to download App     Click here to visit website 

 

  

Click here to Start 

Quiz in the App 

Click here to Start Quiz of the 

Story in the website 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.education.english_madhyam
https://www.englishmadhyam.info/


02 June, 2025 JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM 

 

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in 
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 4 
 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.education.english_madhyam

