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Targeting research: On the silencing of independent research voices
Attacks on research institutions reflect India’s declining academic freedoms

Mistakes and misinterpretations must not be confused with cases of malicious misinformation. The
filing of FIRs against a researcher associated with Lokniti, a programme of the CSDS, and the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR)’s show cause notice to the CSDS, represent yet another
troubling chapter in the recent erosion of academic freedoms in India. The trigger seems to be a post
on X by Lokniti co-director Sanjay Kumar, which had erroneous data about reductions in the electoral
roll in some constituencies in Maharashtra. Expressing regret, Mr. Kumar deleted the post. Yet, the
BJP governments in Maharashtra and at the Centre have weaponised what is a mistake to launch
broader attacks on the institution, despite the post having no connection to the Opposition’s
allegations about inflated electoral roll numbers during the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly elections.
The ICSSR’s insinuations about the CSDS-Lokniti’s funding arrangements echo the treatment meted
out to other premier institutions. The Centre for Policy Research faced tax surveys that resulted in the
cancellation of its foreign funding licence and tax-exempt status. This targeting suggests a
coordinated effort to silence independent research voices rather than address administrative
concerns. Such acts have led to India’s ranking falling to the bottom 20% among 179 nations in the
2024 Academic Freedom Index published by the V-Dem Institute.

Institutions such as CSDS-Lokniti serve a vital democratic function by conducting empirical research
that helps understand policy implications. Through its National Election Studies and comprehensive
data archive, Lokniti has helped transform the study of Indian politics to one based on rigorous, large-
scale empirical inquiry. Its survey on the verification documents listed by the ECI during its Special
Intensive Revision exercise in Bihar, among voters across five States and one Union Territory,
exemplifies this. Rather than acknowledging the finding that the availability of such documents is
rather low among a large cohort of voters in India, and places onerous burdens on voters in the event
of a country-wise SIR, the ICSSR has characterised this research as an attempt to malign the ECI. How
can policy effectiveness be assessed without rigorous empirical investigations such as well-designed
and transparent opinion surveys? The current government has also undermined its own statistical
apparatus. The delayed Census and suppressed statistical surveys point to discomfort with
independent and critical analysis. As India navigates complex development challenges, it desperately
needs the kind of critical feedback and evidence-based analysis that institutions such as the CSDS
provide. Silencing these voices through administrative harassment and funding restrictions serves

neither good governance nor national interest. \[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

Vocabulary
12.

Reflect (verb) — indicate, show, mirror,
reveal, signal E\“\’ﬁ?ﬁ

Misinterpretation (noun) — misreading,
misconstruction, misunderstanding, false

reading, wrong inference 9Teld caTE]

Malicious (adjective) — spiteful,
malevolent, ill-intentioned, vindictive,

pernicious GRTRIIT

Misinformation (noun) — falsehood, false
data, incorrect info, fake news,

disinformation ma\am

Associated (with) (adjective) — connected,
linked, related, affiliated, tied TaTerT

Erosion (noun) — deterioration, weakening,

attrition, wearing-away, decline &UT

Trigger (noun) — catalyst, spark, cause,

provocation, instigator h[{ch

Erroneous (adjective) — wrong, inaccurate,
mistaken, fallacious, faulty gﬁc‘rg‘r

Electoral roll (noun) — voter list, voters’
register, electoral register, roll of electors,

voter database AdGIAl H‘\?ﬁ

Weaponise (verb) — militarise, arm, deploy
as a weapon, instrumentalise, turn against

g R =TT

Inflate (verb) — exaggerate, overstate, pad,
magnify, jack up J&T-TeTe [C@TT

13.

14.

15.

16.

17

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Insinuation (noun) — innuendo, hint,
insinuated slur, sly suggestion, veiled

allegation 3hHIdT, ORYET Hohd

Echo (verb) — Reverberate, rebound,
resonate, reiterate, ?‘I;EI'FIT/E,IEIIFII

Mete out (phrasal verb) — dispense,

administer, dole out, hand out, allot ol

Premier (adjective) — leading, top-tier,

foremost, pre-eminent, flagship qqg

Result in (phrasal verb) — lead to, cause,
bring about, culminate in, yield IRUTH

et

. Tax-exempt status (noun) — exemption

status, tax-free status, non-taxable
category, fiscal exemption, tax immunity

hY-FHFT &l

Coordinated (adjective) — harmonised,
aligned, orchestrated, unified, concerted

TdAfead

Silence (verb) — muzzle, stifle, gag, shut
down, quieten ?:l_,'CTWFIT

Address (verb) — tackle, deal with,
confront, respond to, attend to IGEEGH

Lead (to) (verb) — cause, give rise to, result
in, produce, induce bl ShIXUT dedaT

Serve (verb) — function, act, operate, fulfill
arole, serve as FTY HLAT
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Vital (adjective) — essential, crucial,
indispensable, pivotal, key cATdAh

Empirical (adjective) — data-driven,
evidence-based, observational, measured,

experiential 3Te3dsTed/ TARTAG

Implication (noun) — consequence, upshot,

ramification, import, meaning iﬁi%aléf

Comprehensive (adjective) — exhaustive,
wide-ranging, all-encompassing, thorough,

complete cAT9h

Archive (noun) — repository, records vault,
data bank, depository, collection

FTA@RR

Rigorous (adjective) — strict, exacting,

stringent, robust, meticulous &R

Large-scale (adjective) — extensive,
nationwide, broad-based, mass, wide-scale

g3 4ATA T

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) (noun) — A
focused exercise by the Election
Commission to update and verify voter
details, ensuring accuracy and
transparency in the electoral process.

Exemplify (verb) —illustrate, demonstrate,

typify, show, epitomise 3cIg{UI calT

Acknowledge (verb) —admit, accept,
concede, recognise, own up TAIRR HAT

Cohort (noun) — group, segment, category,

constituency, demographic H¥g

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

Onerous (adjective) — burdensome, taxing,

heavy, arduous, exacting gw

In the event of (phrase) —in case of,
should there be, if there is, upon, in

occurrence of T FTafa #

Characterise (verb) — describe, portray,
depict, brand, label gfota =

Malign (verb) — defame, vilify, slander,
smear, traduce SIGaATH shiaT

Effectiveness (noun) — efficacy, impact,
potency, usefulness, performance

EEICHIEEI

Assess (verb) — evaluate, appraise, gauge,
measure, review 3Tehele hidT

Transparent (adjective) — open, clear,
accountable, see-through, forthright

qRGei

Undermine (verb) — weaken, erode,
sabotage, impair, undercut FHA HAT

Apparatus (noun) — machinery,
framework, system, setup, institutional

machinery?—i?f

Suppress (verb) — withhold, stifle, bury,
conceal, quash &dT &aT

Point to (phrasal verb) —indicate, suggest,
signal, highlight, allude to Tehd h{aT
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45. Discomfort (noun) — unease, disquiet,
anxiety, restlessness, awkwardness

g aldr

46. Navigate (verb) — steer, manage,
negotiate, handle, work through

THATAAT/ATINE2NT HIaAT

47. Desperately (adverb) — urgently, acutely,
pressingly, intensely, severely CEEy

48. The kind of (phrase) — such, the sort of, the

49.

type of, the variety of, that kind of 7o/
g ol

Good governance (noun) — the process by
which public institutions effectively,
efficiently, and equitably meet society's
needs while being transparent,
accountable, and responsive to its citizens

R
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Summary of the Editorial

1. Misinterpretation vs. Misinformation — Honest mistakes in data should not be treated as
malicious misinformation.

2. FIR Filed Against Researcher — Sanjay Kumar of CSDS-Lokniti faced an FIR for posting
incorrect electoral-roll data on X, despite promptly deleting it and expressing regret.

3. Disproportionate Political Reaction — BJP-led governments in Maharashtra and at the
Centre used this error to launch wider attacks on CSDS-Lokniti.

4. Unrelated to Opposition Allegations — The post was unrelated to opposition claims about
inflated electoral rolls in the 2024 Maharashtra elections.

5. ICSSR’s Show-Cause Notice — ICSSR issued a notice questioning CSDS-Lokniti’s funding,
echoing tactics used against other independent research institutions.

6. Pattern of Institutional Targeting — Similar punitive action has hit the Centre for Policy
Research, which lost its foreign-funding licence and tax-exempt status.

7. Co-ordinated Silencing Effort — These moves suggest a concerted attempt to mute
independent research voices rather than genuine administrative oversight.

8. Plunge in Academic-Freedom Ranking — India now ranks in the bottom 20 % of 179
countries on the 2024 Academic Freedom Index (V-Dem Institute).

9. Democratic Value of Lokniti — CSDS-Lokniti plays a crucial democratic role by producing
empirical research that informs policy and public discourse.

10. Evidence-Based Political Analysis — Through National Election Studies and rich data
archives, Lokniti has made Indian politics a data-driven field.

11. Electoral-Verification Survey — Its Bihar SIR survey revealed low document availability,
indicating burdens on voters if a nationwide revision were attempted.

12. Government’s Hostile Response — ICSSR framed this research as an attempt to malign the
Election Commission rather than engage with its substantive findings.

13. Need for Empirical Evaluation — Effective policy requires rigorous, transparent opinion
surveys and independent analysis.

14. Weakening of Official Statistics — The government’s delay of the Census and suppression
of statistical surveys further erodes independent data systems.

15. Harassment Hurts Governance — Administrative intimidation and funding curbs on
research bodies harm good governance and national interest.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What is the tone of the passage? [Editorial page]
A. Critical
B. Neutral
C. Optimistic
D. Sarcastic

2. Which of the following is most reasonably inferred from the passage about the
government’s approach to independent research bodies such as CSDS-Lokniti and CPR?
A. It actively supports large-scale opinion surveys and shields researchers from legal action.
B. It seeks to discipline or align independent research through administrative and fiscal
pressure.
C. It is neutral and allows legal and academic processes to proceed without interference.
D. It is mainly interested in correcting isolated social-media errors rather than scrutinizing

institutions.

3. Choose the option that best completes the sentence from the passage’s context and
meaning.
“The ICSSR’s about the CSDS-Lokniti’s funding arrangements echo the treatment

meted out to other premier institutions.”
A. clarifications
B. insinuations
C. endorsements
D. concessions

4. Read the statement carefully. Choose the option (A-D) that best evaluates its truthfulness
strictly on the basis of the passage
Statement: “Sanjay Kumar’s erroneous X post was connected to the Opposition’s allegations of
inflated electoral roll numbers during the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly elections.”
A. True — because the post directly substantiated the Opposition’s claim of inflated voter rolls
in 2024 and therefore triggered official scrutiny of Lokniti-CSDS.
B. True — because Lokniti formally endorsed the Opposition’s narrative and coordinated with
political parties to publicize it.
C. False — because the passage states the post had no connection to the Opposition’s
allegations; it mistakenly cited reductions in some constituencies, was deleted with regret, and
was nevertheless used by governments to attack the institution.
D. False — because ICSSR had already cleared Lokniti’s funding compliance long before the
post, making any link to the Opposition’s claims irrelevant.

5. Which institution is cited as having had its foreign funding licence and tax-exempt status
cancelled following tax surveys?
A. CSDS-Lokniti
B. Centre for Policy Research (CPR)
C. V-Dem Institute
D. Election Commission of India (ECI)

6. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.
Having got excited she opened up the Pandora's Box which led to lot of commotion
A. uproar
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10.

11.

B. peace

C. sound

D. furious

Examine the four jumbled sentences. Out of the given options, pick the one that gives their
correct order.

A. These young cadets undergo a rigorous training program which is aimed to prepare them
for the Armed Forces.

B. Finally after the Senior Secondary examination these cadets compete to qualify for entry
into the National Defence Academy located in Pune.

C. It is also referred to as the Cradle or Excellence which trains cadets from the early age of 12.
D. Nestled in a lush green campus of 18 acres in Dehradun Cantonment is the RIMC, the
Rashtriya Indian Military Academy

A. ABDC

B. CABD

C. DABC

D. DCAB

Identify the part of speech of the underlined word.

Alas! He has been defeated.

A. Adjective

B. Adverb

C. Interjection

D. Conjunction

Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.

The inherent danger in the problem is that it would lead to many more problems

A. outward

B. difficult

C. hallow

D. inbuilt

Identify the number of sentence/s is/are grammatically incorrect and select the option
which shows how many sentences are grammatically incorrect. If all the sentences are
correct, then select option (D), all are correct.

(i) Itis still true that the Indian economy is dependent on monsoon.

(ii) It would be nice to have a good evening stroll after five hours of office.

(iii) Arun likes Geography more than he likes History.

A.3

B.2

C.1

D. All are correct

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

The decision was absurd for many of the members of the team.

A. bizarre

B. meaningless

C. reasonable

D. thoughtful
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12.

13

14.

15.

16.

17

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
His arguments are not valid. People consider it bombastic
A. outdated

B. straight forward

C. verbose

D. not true

. Given below are four jumbled sentences. Select the option that gives their correct order.

A. In India, forests are huge catchment areas for rivers and streams as they help in storing
water.

B. If these forests continue to be felled indiscriminately, rivers and streams will dry up leading
to drought.

C. Due to this many states are facing shortage of water in the summer months.

D. Unfortunately, these dense forest areas are disappearing

A. DCBA

B. ABCD

C. CADB

D. ADCB

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

The feathers fly

A. To add more success to one's career

B. To fight and argue a lot

C. To lead a carefree life

D. To get into a romantic relationship

Identify the number of sentence/s is/are grammatically incorrect and select the option
which shows how many sentences are grammatically incorrect. If all the sentences are
correct, then select option (D), all are correct.

(i) He had been doing the job of a physician during the 1990s.

(ii) He said that he preferred coffee than tea.

(iii) All that glitters are not gold.

A.3

B.2

C.1

D. All are correct

Improve the underlined/bold part of the sentence. Choose ‘No improvement’ as an answer if
the sentence is grammatically correct.

Similar mishaps are continually happening on the new highway because of improper signalling.
A. manifesting

B. occurring

C. repeating

D. no improvement

. Identify the part of speech of the underlined word.

The preacher said, “No one is above the all powerful”
A. Adverb
B. Place value
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18.

19.

20.

21

22.

C. Preposition

D. Verb

Improve the bold part of the sentence. Choose ‘No improvement’ as an answer if the
sentence is grammatically correct.

The visiting school children circumnavigated around the Dal Lake with visible delight during
their visit to Srinagar.

A. circumnavigated about

B. circumnavigated on

C. circumnavigated

D. no improvement

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

A foregone conclusion

A. A generous gift

B. A confusing idea

C. An obvious speculation

D. An inevitable result

convert the sentence provided be low from its passive voice structure to an active voice
structure

The keys were found by him under the old wooden table.

A. He finds the keys under the old wooden table.

B. He was finding the keys under the old wooden table.

C. He is finding the keys under the old wooden table.

D. He found the keys under the old wooden table.

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

The annual Glastonbury music festival in Britain usually makes headlines for its grand

(1) of contemporary and legendary musical talent. This year, Glasto made headlines
instead for becoming centre stage of anti-Israel sloganeering and calls of (2) -
including 'Death, death to the IDF'. Such is the ruckus even a week after the 5-day fest ended
that two performers accused (3) antisemitic incitement - English punk rap duo
Bob Vylan and Northern Irish hip-hop trio Kneecap - are now under criminal investigation.
Many have been rightly appalled by their call for 'violence against violence' in the context of
Israel's continued mass murders in Gaza. The latest (4) over BBC - the
independent-but-not-quite-independent public service broadcaster - not cutting its broadcast
feed of Bob Vylan's performance it later described as 'offensive and deplorable' despite

'internal warnings', (5) led to parliamentary debate and a BBC apology.
. What should come in the place of 1.

A. solitude

B. docility

C. congregation

D. recognition

What should come in the place of 2.
A. affront
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B. starvation
C. atrocity
D. defiance
23. What should come in the place of 3.
A. of
B. at
C.on
D. for
24. What should come in the place of 4.
A. armistice
B. concord
C. fracas
D. hassle
25. What should come in the place of 5.
A. have
B. was
C. were
D. has
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Answers

1. A 2.B 3.B 4.C 5.B 6.A 7.0 8.C 9.D 10.B 11.C 128B

13.D 148 15A 16B 17.C 18C 19D 20.D 21.C 22D 23.A 24.C

25.D [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. A) Critical

The passage condemns FIRs/funding crackdowns and warns of “erosion of academic
freedoms,” a clearly critical stance.

B Neutral—incorrect: the author takes a clear position.

C Optimistic—incorrect: it highlights decline/harassment, not hope.

D Sarcastic—incorrect: the register is serious, not mocking.

2. B) It seeks to discipline or align independent research through administrative and fiscal
pressure.

The passage cites FIRs, show-cause notices, tax surveys, and funding-license cancellations, plus
delayed Census/suppressed surveys—together suggesting pressure aimed at
silencing/disciplining independent research.

A: examples show harassment, not protection.

C: multiple interventions show non-neutrality.

D: the passage points to broader institutional targeting, not just social-media corrections.

3. B)insinuations

“Insinuations” (subtle/hostile suggestions) fits the critical tone and aligns with the idea of
casting suspicion.

A: “Clarifications” implies neutral explanation—doesn’t match accusatory tone.

C: “Endorsements” is positive—opposite of the passage’s critique.

D: “Concessions” means yielding/compromise—semantically off here.

4. C) False — because the passage states the post had no connection to the Opposition’s
allegations; it mistakenly cited reductions in some constituencies, was deleted with regret, and
was nevertheless used by governments to attack the institution.

A: Contradicts the passage; it says there was “no connection.”

B: Introduces facts not stated (endorsement/coordination), hence unsupported.

D: Adds an unstated premise (ICSSR “cleared” funding); the passage mentions insinuations and
notices, not a prior clean chit.

5. B) Centre for Policy Research (CPR)

The passage states CPR faced tax surveys that led to cancellation of its foreign funding licence
and tax-exempt status.

A: Wrong—CSDS—Lokniti received a show-cause notice/pressure, not cancellation of
licence/status.

C: Wrong—V-Dem is cited only as publisher of the Academic Freedom Index.

D: Wrong—ECI appears in context of verification documents and alleged “maligning,” not
licence/status cancellation.

6. A) Commotion (noun) — Disturbance, turmoil, chaos, confusion, uproar. gddd / d>\IQ'1IE'>Q'1
Synonym: Uproar (noun) — Loud noise, outcry, tumult, racket, clamor. R-TRTET

¢ Peace (noun) — Calmness, tranquility, harmony, silence. gTifd
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¢ Sound (noun) — Noise in general, not necessarily chaotic or disturbing. g / 3fTarst

e Furious (adjective) — Extremely angry, enraged, wrathful, violent. I

7. D)DCAB
D starts the sentence by introducing the subject "RIMC (Rashtriya Indian Military Academy)",
which tells us what the passage is about.
C follows D as it provides additional information about the RIMC using the pronoun "It"
(referring back to RIMC) and describes its role as the "Cradle of Excellence", which trains
cadets from an early age.
A comes next as it logically continues the idea introduced in C by explaining what these cadets
undergo—"rigorous training"—connecting back to the training mentioned earlier.
B concludes the passage by explaining the final stage of these cadets' journey—competing for
entry into the National Defence Academy—after their Senior Secondary examination.
In Hindi:
D sentence &t R[23Td pdl %’,azh% g "RIMC" ] subject% ¥U H introduce BT
%\_rﬁ ddldl %’ & passagew TR H %’I
C,DF TIE 3ATAT g HIfP T8 "It" (RIMC P refer B §U) BT SUTRT IR RIMC B
TR | 3ffaRad IRt a?IT % 3'ﬁ? 3@ "Cradle of Excellence" ddIdl %,Gﬁ 12 91 B
3T ésf cadets B train Bl %I
A, Ch dg logically ATl %’ i g 31 cadets & training% IR H gdrdr %W
cH N g3 ™YT—"rigorous training program" |
B passageﬁ conclude hdl %’,azh% g cadets & journey% final stage—Senior
Secondary exam & &G NDAH entry% ﬁm competition—?ﬁ ERIGH %I

8. C)Alas! Interjection 8, Sl 3@ I@F HIGT (emotion) B! Tdd HRT &1 T8I T8 §T

3R @7:{ (sorrow/regret)ﬁ Uhc h gl %I
‘Alas!’ functions as an Interjection, expressing sudden emotion of sorrow/regret.

9. D) Inherent (adjective) — Inbuilt, intrinsic, innate, fundamental, natural. SIHIId / Glﬂﬁ'ﬂ%ﬂ
Synonym: Inbuilt (adjective) — Existing as a natural or essential part; intrinsic, integral, innate.

e Outward (adjective) — External, visible, superficial, outside. Eﬂ%ﬂ
¢ Difficult (adjective) — Hard, challenging, tough, arduous. CarE|
¢ Hallow (verb) — To make holy, sanctify, consecrate. ufaz &I
10.B) 2
(i) Error

‘monsoon’ I U_E;ﬁ article TIT: dependent on the monsoon; ‘on/upon’ Eﬁ:ﬁ Id gbd %,

U ‘the’ TARIDH %I ﬂg)[ dIR— It is still true that the Indian economy is dependent on the
monsoon.

Insert the article before ‘monsoon’: dependent on the monsoon (on/upon both fine). Correct:
It is still true that the Indian economy is dependent on the monsoon.

(i) Error
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11.

12.

13.

“five hours of office” 3R[x %; Wﬁm & 1%‘1? at the office U | w- It would be
nice to have a good evening stroll after five hours at the office.

Use at the office (not ‘of’). Correct: It would be nice to have a good evening stroll after five
hours at the office.

(iii) No Error

I SATH0 BT P F gl %: Arun likes Geography more than he likes History. (3@
dau 7 ot forg 9o % Arun likes Geography more than History.)

Grammatically fine as written (parallel structure). A shorter variant—Arun likes Geography
more than History—is also correct.

C) absurd (adjective) — lllogical, ridiculous, senseless, foolish, preposterous. &g,om / BTG

Antonym: Reasonable (adjective) — Rational, logical, sensible, fair, sound. dOFN-i‘Id / 3

e Bizarre (adjective) — Strange, odd, unusual, weird, grotesque. 3roitd

e Meaningless (adjective) — Worthless, insignificant, trivial, purposeless. ﬁTW

¢ Thoughtful (adjective) — Reflective, considerate, contemplative, pensive. foarefta
B) Bombastic (adjective) — Pompous, inflated, pretentious, grandiloquent, flowery. Tocll §3{T /
I URA ara
Antonym: Straightforward (adjective) — Simple, direct, clear, unpretentious, plain. ?ﬁfﬂ-ﬂm

o Outdated (adjective) — Old-fashioned, obsolete, antiquated, passé. YRI-l

o Verbose (adjective) — Wordy, long-winded, loquacious, garrulous.

o Not true (phrase) — False, incorrect, untrue. 7Tdd
D) ADCB
A starts the sentence by introducing the subject "forests in India" and their role as catchment
areas for rivers and streams.
D follows A because it introduces a contrast ("Unfortunately") and mentions the problem—the
disappearance of these forests.
C comes next as it explains the consequence of forests disappearing—water shortage in
summer months.
B concludes the sentence by explaining the future consequence if deforestation continues—
drying up of rivers and drought.
In Hindi:
A sentence @1 R[23Td pdl % Fiife g subject "forests in India" &I introduce Hd] %
3ﬁ7 3DPT role ddIdl % (riversBﬁT streams% ﬁ'l'q catchment areas) |

D,A% diq AHTIdl % Hifh gg Ud contrast ("Unfortunately")a?ﬂ % 3R problem §dTdl
%—forestsm mad Ea:ﬂl "These dense forest areas" B sentence & forests Pl refer
T g

C, DF diq HTdl % Fife g consequence ddIdl %—U'I:ﬁ B HH| "Due to this" fUBA

sentence (D)a'T problemﬁ refer dXd[ %I
B sentence &I complete hXdl %, future consequence (drought) explain PID | "These

forests" fthy I EIE?[ & forests Bl refer BT %I
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14. B) The feathers fly (idiom) — To fight and argue a lot TSI 3R ded PRl

15.A)A) 3
(i) Error
‘had been doing’ & dca Simple Past (‘worked’) Tl Past Continuous (‘was working’) 1 TNt
Eﬂ"'ﬂ,a@% “the 1990s” Uch HHTI] Epf EJ,Oan 3(arey % 3R m diq &l past—anchor:ﬁf
%; ‘since’ T‘|TS‘T, ‘during/in the 1990s’ ﬂﬁl ﬁ@r— He worked as a physician during the 1990s. o
Use Simple Past (‘worked’) or Past Continuous (‘was working’) instead of ‘had been doing’
because “the 1990s” is a finished period with no later past reference. Like— He worked as a
physician during the 1990s.
(ii) Error
‘prefer’ & d¢ I¥AT X to Yﬁ?ﬁ %’ ‘than’ :%3[ ﬂﬁ dIR]— He said that he preferred coffee
to tea. ¢ After ‘prefer’ the correct patternis X to Y, not ‘than’; correct: He said that he
preferred coffee to tea.
(iii) Error
Subject—verb agreement dyI HIH$h Dhgldd & S{JHR ‘All that glitters is not gold’ (Ul
3 difdhep: ‘Not all that glitters is gold’); ‘are’ Pl Olilg ‘is’ @TITI * By subject-verb
agreement and the standard proverb, use ‘is’: All that glitters is not gold (or: Not all that
glitters is gold).

16. B) happening’% LAY ‘occurring’ dI TR EﬁTIT Fifh qra BT S AR ?\.‘;Efﬂﬁ
Yc ?Tﬁ %”@ %I ?:IE:[J ‘occur’ (to take place, to happen)?l@jf fopar %,GW% ‘happen’
Siaard ¥ 981 § g AUaieAe! W H ‘occur’ 3w Iugad & ISRI— Similar

accidents are continually occurring due to careless driving.

‘occurring’ will be used instead of ‘happening’ because the sentence intends to express
“mishaps are taking place repeatedly.” The verb ‘occur’ (to take place, to happen) is more
precise and formal in this context, while ‘happen’ is more casual. Like— Similar accidents are
continually occurring due to careless driving.

17.C) ’above’EIE:f Udh Preposition %, Fifb gg ‘the all powerful’ (noun phrase) & Iy Sh
RGN FaY B a2 @7 § — Ul Pis ff fed Fawiead™ ¥ S|
SR

o ‘above’ functions as a Preposition, showing relation in terms of position or hierarchy
(higher than the all powerful).

18. C) Circumnavigated around’ & aa?f Had ‘circumnavigated’ DI TN @TIT Hifds
circumnavigate ¥1sg &1 3 &t BT § @RI 3R gHAT / UR%HH HATI” 39 1Y

around ATH I 31¢f g4 (redundancy)épf SITdT %I @ﬁ— The sailors circumnavigated the
globe. (T8T ‘around’ &1 TITHT Ta! B)|

o ‘circumnavigated’ will be used instead of ‘circumnavigated around’ because the verb
circumnavigate itself means “to travel/go all the way around something.” Adding
around makes it redundant.

Like— The sailors circumnavigated the globe. (Here, around is unnecessary).
19. D) A foregone conclusion (idiom) — An inevitable result &rqﬁ‘c:r&f
20. D) He found the keys under the old wooden table.
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21.

22.

23.

24,

Passive sentence: The keys (object) were found (simple past passive) by him (agent) under the
old wooden table (place).

Rule: Object + was/were + V3 + by + agent - Agent + V2 + object (+ place/time).

Apply: him = he (agent becomes subject), were found - found (V?, simple past), keep the
keys as object, keep place phrase.

Result: He found the keys under the old wooden table.

C) Congregation' &b use BT i "congregation" [ 3 % 333[ T | anT A g

CAREEZ Eﬁ:ﬂl Passageﬁ gl Tl % & Glastonbury festival 30 grand congregation of
musical talent (AT THGTEA R fewrer Tifid ufawrel & vor smEs) & fow ufig

%’I Eﬂﬁ‘lﬂ, ’CIET gg RUsk contextually 3R grammaticallyﬂ%pf %I Sa(P 'Solitude' BT 3L
€ ThId, 'Docility' BT 3 & fawar a1 MRl 3R 'Recognition' &1 31 & UgaM
T IRTET, SN festival b U STHAS I Tad gl Hd|
o 'Congregation' will be used because it means a large gathering or assembly of people.
The sentence highlights that the Glastonbury festival is famous for its grand
congregation of contemporary and legendary musical talent. Whereas, 'Solitude'
means loneliness, 'Docility' means submissiveness, and 'Recognition' means
acknowledgment, none of which fit the idea of a festival showcasing many artists
together.

D) Defiance' &1 useEﬁTIT b "defiance" BT 31 % gcll fare ar ﬁ@_ﬁ'l Passageff
bl Tl % fp festivalff anti-Israel sloganeering 3‘ﬁ? calls of defiance (ql:ﬁ w qﬁ'
3R ﬂ:ﬁ?ﬁ'{[’f ¥Yd) U MU Qﬂﬁﬂ 23|€\'f 'defiance'?l—sgf %I Safd Affront' BT 3 %
S{UHTH, 'Starvation' DI 3f % Hy J HRAT, 3R 'Atrocity' DI 3f % W,Gﬁ
sloganeeringx’ﬁT fRIY & context H 3Ugad -_ﬁ:f %I

o 'Defiance’ will be used because it means open resistance or bold disobedience. The
sentence mentions anti-Israel sloganeering and calls of defiance, which perfectly fits
the context of protest. Whereas, 'Affront' means insult, 'Starvation' means extreme
hunger, and 'Atrocity’ means cruelty — none of which convey the sense of protest or
rebellious calls in this context.

A) Of' T usefﬂTIT Fiife ZIET performers UX antisemitic incitement I RIY TR 1T
%I @I"Blﬁﬁ o ﬂ?)f phrase%ﬁ?ﬂ % “accused of” T crime T wrongdoing% ﬁ*I'QI m’q
'of' grammaticallyﬂngf %I Sdfdh 'At', 'On', 3R For' prepositions Y verb ‘accused' & TTIY
ﬂ?{ idiomatic usage '_-|€f R

o 'Of' will be used because the correct collocation in English is “accused of” when
referring to being charged with a crime or offense. The sentence states that two
performers were accused of antisemitic incitement. Whereas, 'At', 'On’', and 'For' are
not grammatically correct prepositions after '‘accused' in this context.

C) 'Fracas' I usefﬂTIT FfP "fracas" BT 34 % QiR!l(_'l, RIS ST | Passageﬁ

garar 1 § fb BBc® HWR faare gonm wdif I UGRH BT broadcast HICT gl
sqi%m 'the latest fracas over BBC' (BBCﬁ BT g3l drvll ﬁTﬂ?{/ETﬂIIT) contextually 3R

grammaticallyﬂngf %I W& 'Armistice' BT 3 % Q?&'ﬁm, 'Concord' BT 37 % qrifa ar
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A, 3R 'Hassle' BT 31 8 Fgie a1 BIC-HIKT WML S 39 99 Idife faarg
P Tad Tl B

o 'Fracas' will be used because it means a noisy disturbance or controversy. The sentence
highlights the latest fracas over BBC not cutting the broadcast feed despite warnings,
making it contextually correct. Whereas, 'Armistice' means ceasefire, ‘Concord' means
agreement or harmony, and 'Hassle' means a minor inconvenience — none convey the
sense of a serious public uproar here.

25. D) Has' & usea"ﬂ i u%‘f singular subject “the latest fracas over BBC” % 3?[? present
perfect tense & fobdT 7 ﬂﬁ U singular subject% FCI'Q has%ﬁ?ﬂ %I Sentence H del
Tar %’ f ug faarg parliamentary debate and a BBC apology d o T E’Flﬁfl'q 'has led'
grammaticallyﬂﬁ %I Sdfdb 'Have' plural subjects% Y ATl %, 'Was' 3R 'Were' past

tense & ﬁ'I'Q Eﬂ?f % 3R present perfect% context H ﬂébf =r5°r %I

o 'Has' will be used because the subject “the latest fracas over BBC” is singular and the
sentence requires present perfect tense: has led to parliamentary debate. Whereas,
'Have' is for plural subjects, 'Was' and 'Were' are past tense forms and do not fit the
present perfect construction here.
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