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Déja vu: on India’s monsoon vulnerabilities
India must reduce monsoon vulnerabilities, not just build response abilities

Heavy rain has left a trail of destruction across North India. Several districts have been cut off across
Himachal Pradesh. Jammu and Kashmir reported over 40 deaths while swollen rivers breached flood
marks in Srinagar and Anantnag. In Punjab, entire villages have been inundated and farmland has
disappeared. The national capital, too, reported excessive rainfall and a surging Yamuna. The intensity
and the volumes of the southwest monsoon have been swinging sharply between the extremes.
August’s rain has arrived in concentrated bursts, overwhelming fragile slopes in the Himalaya,
bursting banks in the plains, and inundating low-lying regions. This erraticism has cut across
geographies in a sign of the monsoon’s increasing unpredictability. The consequences go beyond
immediate damage. Intense rain over short periods amplifies local erosion. Mountain slopes
destabilise and raise risks for settlements far removed. Relief, in this context, cannot be confined to
reactive measures. The knowledge that concentrated, destructive rainfall is now a recurring
possibility makes it imperative for States and the Centre to invest in preventive strategies. Continuing
to treat such events as unforeseeable emergencies is to deny the evidence already at hand.

Indeed, framing each calamity as “unprecedented” distracts from the lessons that should already
have been learnt. In Himalayan States, forest clearance and road-widening continue sans adjustments
such as slope-safe engineering in eco-sensitive zones despite experts warning of irreversibly
weakened slopes. As catchments’ buffering capacity shrinks, the chance of slope failure rises while
silt accumulates in dams and rivers downstream, worsening the flood load. Yet, despite repeated
disasters, the early warning and evacuation architecture remains underdeveloped. The capacity to
forecast heavy rain has improved but it is not being translated into reliable ground-level warnings.
Relief agencies mobilise once the damage has occurred, but systematic drills, pre-positioned supplies
and community preparedness remain insufficient. Sadly, States and the Centre continue to pursue
strategic road projects and urban expansion with urgency, even in landscapes repeatedly flagged as
unstable, while climate-resilient infrastructure lags. Compensatory afforestation and rehabilitation
rarely match the qualitative attributes of what has been lost. The cumulative effect is visible as
denuded slopes, shrinking catchment areas, and populations at increasingly higher risk. Relief
operations command headlines and budgets but unless sustainable infrastructure, landslide
mitigation and early-warning systems are pursued equally seriously, the next monsoon spell will
launch another cycle of loss. Shifting from acclaiming resilience, post facto, to systematically reducing

vulnerabilities beforehand remains overdue. [Practice Exercise]

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.

¢ Indeed (adverb) — Actually, in reality, in fact, certainlyaﬂ-—d—dﬁ'
e Spell (noun) — a short period. 37af&r
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10.

11.

Vocabulary
12.

Déja vu (noun) — sense of repetition,
familiar feeling, seen-it-before feeling,

recurrence, repeat-echo qgﬁ ST 3-1?584?1'

Vulnerability (noun) — susceptibility,

exposure, fragility, weakness, risk HﬁTﬁT

Trail (noun) — wake, path, track, aftermath,
trace TT2ITeT

Cut off (phrasal verb) —isolate, sever,
disconnect, block, maroon 370197 &Y ST

Swollen (adjective) — engorged, bloated,

brimming, surging, overfull 3'QvT-IT§3-]T

Breach (verb) — break, overtop, burst

through, violate, rupture FﬂEFIT

Mark (noun) — level, gauge, benchmark,
line, threshold EAY

Inundate (verb) — flood, submerge, deluge,
swamp, drown STl Bl=AT

Surging (adjective) — rising, swelling,

rushing, mounting, rapidly increasing dair
 dodr

Intensity (noun) — severity, force, strength,

magnitude, ferocity dtgrdr

Swing (verb) — fluctuate, oscillate, vary,
seesaw, veer 3d-deld glF—II

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

The extremes (noun) — polarities, opposite
ends, outer limits, highs and lows, far ends

3cdd IrATT
Burst (noun) — a period of continuous and

intense effort. [ATpIc

Overwhelming (adjective) — overpowering,
crushing, inundating, enormous, staggering

I IBEY

Fragile (adjective) — delicate, brittle, flimsy,
frail, tender W

Slope (noun) —incline, hillside, gradient,

escarpment, bank GelleT

Burst (verb) — break, rupture, split,
explode, overtop | ST

Bank (noun) — riverbank, embankment,

levee, shore, verge dc

Erraticism (noun) —irregularity, volatility,
capriciousness, inconsistency,

unpredictability I fAdar

Geography (noun) — region, terrain,

landscape, area, topography 3{\&%3’

Unpredictability (noun) — uncertainty,
variability, randomness, indeterminacy,

unreliability 31TATarddr

Intense (adjective) — severe, heavy, fierce,

extreme, torrential HTooT
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Amplify (verb) — magnify, heighten,
intensify, exacerbate, escalate El'c,FraT-!T

Erosion (noun) — scouring, wear,

degradation, denudation, washout shcld

Destabilise (verb) — unsettle, weaken,

undermine, unbalance, loosen KX 1p=3ry

Sl

Confine (to) (adjective) — limited to,
restricted to, bounded to, circumscribed

to, contained to de @ifad

Recurring (adjective) — repeated, periodic,
frequent, cyclical, continual EIT—E’IT?I'?I

drell

Imperative (noun) — necessity, urgent

need, priority, must, obligation HTdRIhdT

Unforeseeable (adjective) — unpredictable,
unforeseen, incalculable, unknowable,

unexpected Hﬂ@ﬂm

At hand (phrase) —imminent, near, within

reach, present, close by e

Frame (verb) — present, cast, formulate,
construct, articulate ERT:I:HWT

Calamity (noun) — disaster, catastrophe,
crisis, tragedy, debacle 3T9cr

Unprecedented (adjective) — unparalleled,
never-before, unmatched, novel,

extraordinary Hﬂﬁg@‘f

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Distract (verb) — divert, sidetrack, deflect,
draw away, mislead dChlIT

Learn the lesson (phrase) — take heed,
draw lessons, internalize learning, heed

warnings, absorb the lesson & HIGaIT

Sans (preposition) — without, lacking,
minus, devoid of, free of & T=T

Irreversibly (adverb) — permanently,
irrevocably, irretrievably, unalterably,

conclusively 3TRaa=T &7 &

Catchment (noun) — watershed, drainage
basin, river basin, catchment area, feeder

area STOIRTH &9

Buffering capacity (noun) — absorptive
capacity, holding capacity, dampening
capacity, resilience, storage capacity
3TTNYOT &TAAT

Shrink (verb) — contract, diminish, dwindle,
reduce, narrow WE!’I?-IT

Silt (noun) — sediment, alluvium, mud,

deposit, sludge 9Mc

Accumulate (verb) — build up, gather, pile

up, amass, collect STHAT

Evacuation (noun) — removal, relocation,

clearance, withdrawal, rescue IGEIE:]

Architecture (noun) — framework,

structure, system, design, setup &Il
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45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

Mobilise (verb) — deploy, muster, activate,

rally, organize o] Cledl

Preparedness (noun) — readiness,
readiness level, preplanning, readiness

posture, alertness dc9dl

Pursue (verb) —implement, undertake,
advance, push, follow 3Hel ST

Strategic (adjective) — priority, long-term,
key, defense-critical, high-stakes oA

Repeatedly (adverb) — again and again,
time and again, frequently, persistently,

continually ITR-6T

Flag (verb) — highlight, signal, point out,

raise, mark RITEAd LT

Unstable (adjective) — shaky, precarious,

insecure, unsound, volatile KX ir=ry

Climate-resilient (adjective) — climate-
robust, adaptive, climate-proof, climate-

hardy, resilient-to-climate dddlé:lp-}iolcl:d

Infrastructure (noun) — public works,
systems, facilities, networks, built

environment gﬁm&‘rm

Lag (verb) — fall behind, trail, slow, drift
behind, underperform tﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ

Afforestation (noun) — forestation, tree-
planting, greening, replantation, plantation

drive JaiTendoT

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Rehabilitation (noun) — restoration,
resettlement, recovery, remediation,

rebuildingﬂﬂﬂ‘lﬂ

Attribute (noun) — quality, characteristic,

feature, property, trait ot

Cumulative (adjective) — aggregate,

combined, overall, additive, accruing gAY

Denuded (adjective) — stripped,
deforested, bared, removed, lay waste

Sustainable (adjective) — durable, long-

term, viable, enduring, eco—friendlym

Mitigation (noun) — reduction, alleviation,
abatement, minimisation, risk-limitation

AqHA

Acclaim (verb) — praise, hail, applaud, laud,
celebrate TR AT &HTaT

Post facto (preposition) — after the fact,
retrospectively, ex post, later,

subsequently TEaT & §1G

Beforehand (adverb) — in advance, earlier,

prior, ahead of time, pre-emptively Jgol &

Overdue (adjective) — belated, long-
delayed, pending, past-due, tardy oS AT

b dfad
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
Heavy monsoon rains have caused destruction across North India, especially Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, and Delhi.
Over 40 deaths were reported in Jammu & Kashmir, while swollen rivers breached flood
marks in Srinagar and Anantnag.
Punjab witnessed inundated villages and submerged farmland, and Delhi faced excessive
rainfall with the Yamuna river surging.
The southwest monsoon is showing extreme variability, swinging sharply between heavy
bursts and dry spells.
Concentrated rainfall overwhelms fragile Himalayan slopes, plains’ riverbanks, and low-
lying regions, highlighting monsoon unpredictability.
Short-duration, high-intensity rainfall accelerates erosion, destabilises slopes, and
threatens distant settlements.
Relief measures alone are insufficient; proactive and preventive strategies are essential.
Calling every disaster “unprecedented” prevents learning from past experiences.
In Himalayan states, forest clearance and road-widening continue without slope-safe
engineering, despite warnings.
Shrinking catchment capacity raises slope failure risks and increases silt in rivers and dams,
intensifying floods.
Early warning and evacuation systems remain underdeveloped despite improved rainfall
forecasting.
Relief efforts usually begin after disasters, while drills, pre-positioned supplies, and
community training are lacking.
Governments continue prioritising road projects and urban expansion in unstable regions
over climate-resilient infrastructure.
Compensatory afforestation and rehabilitation measures often fail to match the ecological
value of what is destroyed.
Unless sustainable infrastructure, landslide mitigation, and strong early-warning systems
are prioritised, India will face a repeated cycle of monsoon-related destruction.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Identify the correct type of sentence used in line: “The capacity to forecast heavy rain has
improved but it is not being translated into reliable ground-level warnings.” |[Editorial page]\
A. Compound
B. Complex
C. Simple
D. Compound-complex
2. What does the word “inundated” most nearly mean as used in the passage?
(“In Punjab, entire villages have been inundated and farmland has disappeared.”)
A. Flooded or submerged with water
B. Evacuated by residents
C. Eroded by wind
D. Saturated with people
3. Why does the passage argue that framing each calamity as “unprecedented” is
counterproductive?
A. Because it automatically reduces budgetary allocations for disaster management.
B. Because it diverts attention from lessons already available and delays preventive, structural
fixes.
C. Because it makes meteorological forecasting less accurate
D. Because it implies the monsoon is weakening, not strengthening.
4. How, according to the passage, do Himalayan land-use changes heighten downstream flood
risk?
A. Quarrying alone liquefies soil = rivers dissolve embankments - all floods originate from
bank collapse.
B. Deforestation cools local microclimates = rainfall declines - dams are emptied - sudden
refilling causes floods.
C. Wider roads create new wind corridors - monsoon tracks shift - cities receive zero
warning - flash floods result.
D. Forest clearance and road-widening weaken slopes - catchment buffering shrinks = slope
failures rise - silt builds up in dams/rivers = flood load downstream worsens.
5. What is the tone of the passage?
A. Alarmist and sensational
B. Cautionary and critical
C. Optimistic and celebratory
D. Detached and purely descriptive
6. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
He delivered an eccentric speech.
A. an odd
B. a peculiar
C.anormal
D. an idiosyncratic
7. Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the
right order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.
A. A fox, hearing the cock and thinking to make a meal of him, came and stood under the tree.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

B. As the night passed away and the day dawned, the cock, according to his custom, set up a
shrill crowing.

C. A dog and a cock having struck up an acquaintance went out on their travels together.
D. Nightfall found them in a forest, so the cock, flying up on a tree, perched among the
branches, while the dog dozed below at the foot.

A. DCAB

B. CDBA

C. CABD

D. BCDA

Select the word which means the same as the group of words underlined in the given
sentence

He began to search unsystematically and untidily through the old boxes in the attic, hoping to
find his childhood photographs buried somewhere under the clutter.

A. Proletariat

B. Chimera

C. Clemency

D. Rummage

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.

HINDRANCE

A. Catalyst

B. Encumbrance

C. Check

D. Impediment

Select the correct spelling of the highlighted word in the following sentence.

Tax evetion is a crime.

A. evasion

B. evetion

C. evasian

D. evision

Select the best express Synonym of the given highlighted word.

The new policy was a natural corollary of economic reforms.

A. Cause

B. Result

C. Origin

D. Source

Select the best express Synonym of the given highlighted word.

Believing that hard work alone guarantees success is a common fallacy.

A. Truth

B. Reality

C. Fact

D. Misconception

Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the
right order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

A. Though they had never ever heard Subha utter their names, they unfailingly recognized her
footsteps as she came into their shed.

B. They even understood the precious moments between them as she loved and cuddled
them, scolded them, and pleaded to them.

C. Subha did really have a close circle of friends and companions; they were Sarbasi and
Panguli, the two cows living in their cow-shed.

D. They understood the silent, melancholy tune of her unspoken words during those moments,
and the intensity of her expressions more easily than the spoken language of other humans.
A. DABC

B. CADB

C. CBDA

D. ADBC

Identify the number of sentence/s is/are grammatically incorrect and select the option
which shows how many sentences are grammatically incorrect. If all the sentences are
correct, then select option (D), all are correct.

(i) No one turned up to claim the stowed away piece of baggage which was discovered on the
luggage compartment of the bus.

(i) Certain animals have a tendency to communicate only with its own species and none other.
(iii) As soon as the clock chimed to announce the hour at midnight she sprung up from her bed.
A.3

B.2

C.1

D. All are correct

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute to fill in the blanks for the given
group of highlighted words.

The government issued an official order to stop doing business with another country due to
escalating political tensions.

A. Oblivion

B. Corollary

C. Aphorism

D. Embargo

Select the correct spelling of the highlighted word in the following sentence.

Her wiligness to help was appreciated.

A. wiligness

B. willingness

C. willignass

D. willeness

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Your guess is as good as mine

A. To guess an incredible idea

B. To predict a disaster

C. To be superstitious

D. To have no idea of the answer

Select the option that expresses the given sentence in reported speech.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

The man said that they had been there for two and a half years and were going to stay another
six months.

A. The man said, “They have been there for two and a half years and are going to stay another
six months.”

B. The man said, “We had been here for two and a half years and would stay another six
months.”

C. The man said, “We have been there for two and a half years and are going to stay other six
months.”

D. The man said, “We have been here for two and a half years and are going to stay another six
months.”

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Feet of clay

A. Very soft feet

B. Difficulty in running

C. Slow in actions

D. Hidden faults

Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the
right order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.

A. Dad: “Yes, tell me.”

B. Laxmi: “Dad, | need to speak to you.”

C. Dad: “I think you are still too young for it.”

D. Laxmi: “Please buy me a scooter.”

A. BADC

B. BCDA

C. ABDC

D. DCBA

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

India’s economic ascent, which is now valued at $4.19 trillion, has earned it a (1)

place in the global growth story. The country is (2) to become the world’s
third-largest economy. Yet, this momentum now faces a (3) disruption — the
proposed 50% tariffs by the United States President Donald Trump on Indian exports.
Targeting $40 billion in trade, these tariffs could (4) nearly 1% from India’s
GDP, striking labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, gems, and leather and footwear which
are critical industries that (5) employ women.
What should come in the place of 1.
A. tenuous
B. firm

C. distraught

D. consecutive

What should come in the place of 2.
A. frenzied

B. flustered
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C. associated
D. poised
23. What should come in the place of 3.
A. formidable
B. puny
C. vulnerable
D. imprecise
24. What should come in the place of 4.
A. break out
B. bring about
C. shave off
D. look into
25. What should come in the place of 5.
A. crucially
B. comprehensively
C. collectively
D. disproportionately
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Answers
1. A 2.A 3B 4.D 5.B 6.C 7.B 8D 9.A 10.A 11.B 12D
13.B 14A 15D 16.B 17D 18D 19D 20.A 21B 22D 23.A 24C
25.D [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. A) Compound
It contains two independent clauses (“...has improved” / “it is not being translated...”) joined
by the coordinating conjunction “but.”
B. Complex: would require a dependent (subordinate) clause introduced by words like
because, although, which—none here.
C. Simple: would have only one independent clause; here there are two.
D. Compound-complex: would need two+ independent clauses and at least one dependent
clause; there is no dependent clause.

2. A) Flooded or submerged with water
The context is heavy rain/monsoon flooding; “inundated” directly means covered with water.
B. Evacuated: refers to people leaving; the sentence describes the state of the villages, not the
movement of residents.
C. Eroded by wind: wrong agent/process; the passage ties damage to rain and rivers, not
aeolian erosion.
D. Saturated with people: “inundated” can figuratively mean “overwhelmed,” but here the
literal hydrological sense is clearly intended.

3. B) Because it diverts attention from lessons already available and delays preventive, structural
fixes.
The passage says calling every event “unprecedented” distracts from lessons that should
already have been learned, thereby postponing preventive strategies (slope-safe engineering,
early warnings, resilience planning).
B: The passage mentions headlines and budgets for relief; it does not claim budgets shrink.
C: Forecasting capacity has improved; the problem is translating forecasts into ground-level
warnings, not loss of accuracy.
D: The passage emphasizes volatility/intensity (bursts, unpredictability), not a weakening
monsoon.

4. D) Forest clearance and road-widening weaken slopes = catchment buffering shrinks = slope
failures rise - silt builds up in dams/rivers - flood load downstream worsens.
The passage lays out a chain: slope weakening and reduced buffering increase failures and
siltation, which adds to downstream flood loads.
A: Quarrying isn’t singled out, and the passage doesn’t say all floods stem from embankment
dissolution.
B: No claim about cooling microclimates or emptied dams; rainfall isn’t described as declining
overall.
C: No mention of wind corridors or monsoon-track shifts due to roads.

5. B) Cautionary and critical
The passage warns against reactive relief, criticises policy/practice (forestation clearance,
road-widening, weak early-warning), and urges preventive, climate-resilient planning.
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A (Alarmist and sensational): The piece is serious, evidence-led—not sensational.
C (Optimistic and celebratory): It highlights failures and risks, not celebration.
D (Detached and purely descriptive): Goes beyond description to critique and prescribe action.

6. C) Eccentric (adjective) — Unconventional, unusual, odd, peculiar, idiosyncratic. W/ KIIC]
Antonym: Normal (adjective) — Regular, usual, conventional, typical, ordinary. 9THT /
HTLOT
Odd (adjective) — Strange, weird, queer, eccentric, anomalous. KICICH
Peculiar (adjective) — Strange, singular, unusual, curious, eccentric. 3FAr@r

Idiosyncratic (adjective) — Distinctive, individual, peculiar, eccentric, quirky. HeThT

7. B)CDBA
C starts the paragraph by introducing the two main subjects, "A dog and a cock," and their
action of traveling together. This sets the context for the events that follow.
D follows C logically because it continues the timeline ("Nightfall found them...") and describes
where they stopped (a forest). It also establishes their positions—the cock on the tree and the
dog below—which is crucial for the next events.
B comes after D because it moves the timeline forward ("As the night passed away and the day
dawned...") and describes the cock’s action (crowing), which triggers the fox’s appearance.
A concludes the sequence by introducing the fox, who hears the cock and comes to the tree,
creating the conflict (the fox wanting to eat the cock).
In Hindi:
C paragraph Fr %RWERFIT% a»‘eﬁﬁwga’r main subjects "A dog and a cock" &l introduce
FIAT & 3R 35Tk T IATAT ¥ T action TATAT & | TS 37T3Y T TEAT3IT o ToIT context set
FATE
D, C ?aﬁm%ma@timeline %I continue WFIT% ("Nightfall found them...") 3R
STl & o gl Teh (STaTel #) | TG 3ThT positions (leh U5 IX 3R Frecl A1) i establish
FIATE, AV AT T g3l & v Ty
B,D %aﬁm%mﬁsmmﬁmm% ("As the night passed away...") IR FHid Y
action (crow ¥T) IATAT &, Tor TR SHST T 31T trigger BIAT & |
A sequence &I conclude W%WWMﬁ introduce Eh_{?IT%’, S hies T 37TaTS
FoAehT US o 1T 3Tl & 31 conflict (clTHST SRT hieh &l TTet I $To) e il & |

8. D) Rummage (verb) — To search unsystematically and untidily through something. dcITRIAT

Proletariat (noun) — The working-class people, especially in the context of Marxist theory.

Chimera (noun) — A thing that is hoped for but is illusory or impossible to achieve. ShedddT
Clemency (noun) — Mercy or lenience shown towards an offender. T

9. A) Hindrance (noun) — An obstacle; something that delays or obstructs. STEIT/ 379
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10

12.

13.

Antonym: Catalyst (adjective) — Something that speeds up or facilitates a process.

B ETACIED

Encumbrance — A burden or impediment. SIST/aTeIT
Check — A restraint or stop. Jh/feRTer

Impediment — Obstruction; barrier. W/ET‘HT

. A) The correct spelling of ‘evetion’ is ‘evasion’ which means “avoidance, dodging” (FXARY).

11.

B) Corollary (noun) — consequence, result, by-product, follow-on, outcome (TROTTHTIET
forserd)

Synonym: Result (noun) — Outcome, effect (qﬁ'U'I'I?T)

Cause (noun) — Reason for something (shIXUT)

Origin (noun) — Beginning, source (m)

Source (noun) — Place from which something arises (Gﬂ'(-f)

D) Fallacy (noun) — misconception, myth, error, false belief, mistaken notion (&)
Synonym: Misconception (noun) — Wrong idea, mistaken belief (3TelcT &ITOM)

Truth (noun) — Reality, fact (Q:Iﬁ'l'é')

Reality (noun) — Actual existence (EI'R-_CI‘I:EWT)

Fact (noun) — A thing known to be true (29)

B) CADB

C starts the paragraph by introducing Subha and her companions (the cows), establishing the
subject.

A follows C because it uses the pronoun "they" (the cows) to describe their recognition of
Subha's presence, linking back to the subject introduced in C.

D connects to A by explaining how the cows understood Subha's silent expressions,
elaborating on their bond.

B concludes by adding more details about their understanding of her emotions, completing the
idea introduced in D.

In Hindi:

C paragraph @ragmm%, Fifeh I8 AW (Subha) 3iR 3T AMTAAT (IMAT) FT introduce
HLATE |

A, C*Wm%?ﬁ%w pronoun "they" (UTF’ff) EFFB'QWTWT%, ST C H introduce @f?lé'
3T T refer AT & | TG TATAT & 1o I Subha o HEAT T TgATAAT AT |

D, A 3 ST¢, 3TAT § FAiTeh TG IdTAT & foh I Subha FT 37cTard HTTATIT &l H8 oI 2,
S A H IATS IS YgTT o 373 SoTaT &

B paragraph T end WFIT%, E'Tﬁ%EI'EWTF’ﬁﬁTSubha % & 3 emotional connection T 3K
TGS A FATCT 8, ST D F Y S Al QU HAAT B
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

A) 3
(i) Error
‘on the luggage compartment’ & el ‘in the luggage compartment’ 81917, Fifch TTHTT

compartment *mm%; ﬂT??—IT restrictive clause & ‘that’ S-IITWW%VI H’e’?l’— No one

turned up to claim the stowed-away piece of baggage that was discovered in the luggage
compartment of the bus.

Use in (not ‘on’) with compartment (it’s an interior). Correct: ...baggage that was discovered in
the luggage compartment of the bus.

(i) Error

Subject—pronoun agreement: plural animals & T their 3TTT; ‘none other’ &Y T8

FaT8ATfds no other| HEI— Certain animals tend to communicate only with their own species

and no other.
Plural subject = plural pronoun their (not ‘its’). Natural phrasing: no other.
(iii) Error

Past form & sprang 89T, sprung 8T; introductory clause 3 ST& comma @ 8T 3T §1

HET— As soon as the clock chimed to announce the hour at midnight, she sprang up from her

bed.
Use simple past sprang (not ‘sprung’); a comma after the opener is standard.

D) Embargo (noun) — An official order to stop doing business with another country EIGEL
Oblivion (noun) — the state of being unaware or unconscious of what is happening around one.

eafa

C
Corollary (noun) — a proposition that follows from one already proven; a natural consequence.

Tarannias aRome

Aphorism (noun) — a concise statement of a principle or truth. '\Eltﬁ'?f

B) The correct spelling of ‘wiligness’ is ‘willingness” which means “readiness, eagerness”
(9.

D) Your guess is as good as mine (idiom) —To have no idea of the answer 39T 3eIHTeT T

M I & 8 & (3cak & TR H FIS ST 7 &l

D) The man said, “We have been here for two and a half years and are going to stay another
six months.”

Backshift reversal: Indirect had been - have been; were going to - are going to in direct
speech.

ROrés T & past perfect/“were going to” &I direct # aT9H have been / are going to e
cIcIEd

Pronoun & place: they - we (speaker includes himself) and there = here (speaker refers to
current place).
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19.
20.

21.

HAATH T T d&old o: they > we, there > here (Tl Te Sl HHg H ATFA T 6T & 3R
3 STITE T ST T IET )|

Quantity: another six months is the natural collocation.

another six months Q:@'W%I

Why not A/B/C:

A: Keeps they / there—doesn’t reflect speaker’s viewpoint; less likely than we / here.
they/there T@g@%—mww;@rﬁ@m

B: Wrong tenses for direct: had been / would stay should be have been / are going to.
direct 7 backshift sTeT I&dT; qu ITeld a'l

C: Wrong deictic and collocation: there (should be here) and other six months (should be
another six months).

there 3R other @I=It ITeTd YANIT|
D) Feet of clay (idiom) — Hidden faults ?ﬂg’éaﬂ:ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁ/ ay
A) BADC

B starts the paragraph because it introduces the subject "Laxmi" and her intention to speak to
her dad. This sets up the context for the conversation.

A follows B because it is Dad’s response, acknowledging Laxmi’s request to speak. The word
"Yes" directly connects to Laxmi’s statement in B, forming a natural question-answer flow.

D comes next as it is Laxmi’s reply to her dad, making a request ("Please buy me a scooter").
This logically follows Dad’s permission to speak (A).

C concludes the paragraph as it is Dad’s reaction to Laxmi’s request. The pronoun "it" refers
back to the scooter mentioned in D, creating a grammatical link.

In Hindi

B paragraph Fr Qﬁmmga’qﬁ%a@subject "Laxmi" &l introduce WT%&ﬁTWﬁHT
T I e o SIS, hl I g |

A, B S1G 3T & &rdifeh U5 Tl &7 STaTe &, SiY Laxmi & sltelet o 31T &t TR AT S |
"Yes" 2Tsc; B W WY F3ATE |

D, A % STG 37Tl § FRTTeh UG Laxmi T Tl & THeT TRIGH T [T &, ST T & Srefet 7
HTAT & (A) & TG 3T & |

C paragraph 3! HHTCT AT & Fdifeh Tg [T Sl AT fshaAT 51 "it" %I@'Dﬁmﬁ@
I refer EF{FIT%, g grammatical connection EI?-FIT%'I

B) Firm' ol use g‘wa:a’l% "firm" WB—TQE%FG@\H, T&R IT YeFahT| Sentence ﬁmw%ﬁ:
India T economyEFTgIobaI growth story ﬁwmgmﬁsﬁ%, sﬂﬁm 'firm' ?IIETUH'E?T%I
e ‘tenuous' T 3T § AT IT 31TEAT, ST TET T 761 & | 'Distraught’ ST 3727 § GRRMTT AT
g@’f, ST context & Hel gl @IAT| 'Consecutive' EF[B-R&'%’ SRR AT A &H, muﬁm
position ﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁ,sﬂﬁva@aﬁaﬁ%‘l
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22.

23.

24.

'Firm' will be used because it means strong, stable, or secure. The sentence says that India’s
economy has earned a strong place in the global growth story, making 'firm' correct here.
Whereas 'tenuous' means weak or fragile, which is the opposite of what the passage conveys.
'‘Distraught' means troubled or distressed, not suitable for describing a position. ‘Consecutive'
means successive or in sequence, but the sentence is about stability of position, not sequence

D) Poised' T use @W?ﬂ’iﬁ?"poised" Wﬁ%WWWWW*WW@WI
Sentence ﬁmwa’%lndia gﬁmaﬁfmmaﬁeconomy aﬂﬁ$ﬁ'@?\'ﬂﬂ%’,
sﬂﬁﬁaﬁ"poised' 'H?fé’o‘?—lT%l STdfeh 'frenzied' Wﬁﬁ%’mmmmﬁ,
'flustered' HETHQT%’WPJT?JTCFTQHFL 3R 'associated" WHQ?%’G‘_ET?HT, Y It context &
T 8T g Faifeh Tgrarg "?\'Zl'lff/position" FraT W g, o for gaIge AT association FT|

'Poised' will be used because it means ready or positioned for something. The sentence says
India is set to become the world’s third-largest economy, so 'poised' is contextually and
grammatically correct. Whereas, 'frenzied' means frantic or wildly excited, 'flustered' means
confused or nervous, and 'associated' means connected or linked—none of which fit the
context that describes readiness.

A) 'Formidable’ T use E'.’ITITW% "formidable" WH?fI'gIFII %’WWWQTWETE@H
3T 31 ITHR BT| sentence F mention THAT AT & T India FT growth momentum T US
tariffs ﬂ@?RT%’, IR disruption a'g'HUTSﬂT (formidable) a'l sﬂﬁfﬁr 'formidable disruption'
?II'ETU'\':F@T%'I a'aﬁ?'puny’ W}T?fl'a' dgd BIel 3-ﬁTchJ-lo1\N, ST threat T intensityaﬁﬂ'ﬁml
'Vulnerable' EFFB-T?SI'%' mr;ﬁﬁaﬁzq—g‘laﬁaﬁw, aﬁmuﬁ disruption T describe T ST
ET%, o o India & A =1 'Imprecise’ EFFB-T?E%&]TW?JT unclear, ST context ﬁfaﬁg_o{
fhe s1gT grar|

'Formidable’ will be used because it means a very serious or powerful threat/challenge. The
sentence says India’s growth momentum faces a strong disruption due to US tariffs, so
'formidable disruption' fits best. Whereas, 'puny' means weak or insignificant, which
downplays the threat. 'Vulnerable' means easily harmed, but the focus here is on describing

the disruption, not India’s state. 'Imprecise' means unclear, which doesn’t make sense in this
economic context.

C) Shave off’ &l use g1 i "shave off" WB—TQ}?IFIT%’W VST Sl TET ST AT hed Y
¢alT| sentence ﬁmw%ﬁ?proposed US tariffs India & GDP & oT3aT37dT 1% EIE'TW%,
sﬂ'ﬁl'(r'shave off‘?II%TWF@f%I STafeh 'Break out' WH#%’W?K@HT(Q@%@WW),
'‘Bring about' aﬁrm?r%mqﬁaé?rﬁm, 31 'Look into wyﬁ%mﬂmﬁ@raﬁ
FeTT| A A1AT 3127 GDP A HAT ATet oh TG H fthe 78T S|

'Shave off' will be used because it means to reduce or cut down something. The sentence
mentions that the proposed US tariffs could reduce nearly 1% from India’s GDP, so 'shave off'
is correct here. Whereas, 'Break out' means to suddenly start (like a war or fire), 'Bring about'
means to cause something to happen, and 'Look into' means to investigate. None of these fit
in the context of GDP reduction.
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25. D)Disproportionately' ST use 191 FiTeh "disproportionately” HT T EIAT & 3TEAT &I F T
37T ATAT H| Sentence # T @T & T T industries women T employ W%ﬁ?gﬂ
industries ¥ HTET31T T TEAT IThT industries T el H 3 HAT &7 H FIET ¢ | sHAT
'disproportionately’ JeI ggI &1 STt ‘Crucially’ EI;THQST%’W@TQ}I, '‘Comprehensively’
ETHQT%@FITE’Q#, 3 'Collectively' WH&%WW@ — Y I context ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂ'%
a"zn%amaﬁ unequal representation @fﬁ?ﬁ%’, a importance, completeness, AT group

action |

'‘Disproportionately' will be used because it means "unequally or to an unusually large extent.
The sentence suggests that these industries employ women in much greater numbers
compared to other sectors, making 'disproportionately’ fitting. Whereas, 'Crucially' means
importantly, 'Comprehensively' means completely, and 'Collectively' means together/as a
group — none of which express the idea of unequal or higher representation of women in

these industries.
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