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Turning tides: On Pakistan-Afghanistan tensions
Pakistan cannot ensure internal security by bombing Afghanistan

When the Taliban recaptured Kabul in August 2021, after two decades of insurgency, Pakistan viewed
it as a tactical victory. Imran Khan, then Prime Minister, famously said the Afghans had “broken the
shackles of slavery”. But the Taliban’s return emboldened the Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which
is organisationally distinct from, yet ideologically aligned with, the Afghan Taliban. Over four years,
Pakistan, particularly the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan, has seen a dramatic
surge in militant attacks. This year alone, at least 2,414 people were killed in militancy-related
violence in Pakistan, according to an Islamabad-based think tank. Pakistan blames the Afghan Taliban
for sheltering the TTP, better known as the Pakistani Taliban, and tensions escalated into full-scale
cross-border clashes. On October 9, 2025, while Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi was
visiting India, Pakistan carried out air strikes in Kabul, apparently targeting the TTP. These strikes
triggered a week of cross-border attacks that left dozens dead, before a fragile Qatar-brokered
ceasefire took effect.

When the Afghan Taliban were waging an insurgency, Pakistan offered them refuge and support.
Pakistan’s military establishment expected the Taliban to remain loyal once in power. But when the
Taliban took over the reins in Afghanistan, the old patron-client relationship was replaced by state-to-
state ties, with deep structural contradictions. The Pakistani Taliban, which oppose the merger of
Pakistan’s tribal areas with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, want their version of a strict Islamic code to be
enforced and demand the release of TTP prisoners, drew inspiration from the Afghan Taliban’s
triumph. The Durand Line, the colonial-era border, re-emerged as another flashpoint as Kabul has
never recognised it. Besides, Pakistan’s decision to deport thousands of Afghan refugees strained ties
further. What likely provoked the Pakistani establishment even more was India’s diplomatic outreach
to the Taliban. By carrying out air strikes on Kabul in response to militant attacks, Pakistan appears to
be setting a new precedent — holding Kabul directly accountable for cross-border militant attacks —
in a move reminiscent of India’s doctrine of responding to terrorism with overwhelming force against
Pakistan. Yet, the security crisis in Pakistan now engulfing its tribal areas is largely of its own making.
For decades, it has followed a contradictory policy — fighting terrorism while harbouring
terrorist/militant groups that were fighting its neighbouring countries. It backed the Taliban for over
two decades, hoping that a Taliban-controlled Kabul would offer it strategic depth. That strategy has
now backfired. If Pakistan believes that it can restore internal security by bombing Afghanistan, it is
mistaken. Prolonged conflict and chaos will only deepen instability and strengthen insurgency.

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. \[Practice Exercise]\
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10.

11.

12.

Vocabulary
13.

Turn tides (phrase) — to reverse the course

of events; to change the situation. ¥4

sceldl

Bomb (verb) — attack with explosives,
strike, blast, shell, bombard THIRT AT

Decade (noun) — Period of ten years ¢Rleh

Insurgency (noun) — rebellion, revolt,

uprising, armed struggle, militancy IEEARS

Tactical (adjective) — strategic, calculated,
planned, shrewd, clever GTHaRS

Shackle (noun) — chain, fetter, restraint,
bond, manacle 3’@'

Slavery (noun) — bondage, enslavement,
servitude, subjugation W

Embolden (verb) — encourage, strengthen,
hearten, inspire, fortify IR ETGI

Distinct (adjective) — different, separate,

individual, unique, specific 3TceTdT

Ideologically (adverb) —in terms of beliefs,
based on doctrine, philosophically

aaRcAR T

Align (with) (verb) — side with, support,
join, associate, ally ST FAT

Province (noun) — region, state, territory,

area, district eI

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Surge (noun) — sudden increase, rise,

upswing, escalation, growth SrAGGEY

Think tank (noun) — research institute,
policy group, advisory body, brain trust

IEHEEEG]

Shelter (verb) — harbour, protect, give
refuge to, shield, house QRUT AT

Escalate (verb) —intensify, increase,

heighten, worsen, amplify SgaT

Full-scale (adjective) — complete, total, all-
out, comprehensive, major C¢|'\U‘rﬂ?=|'l?-TC|T

Clash (noun) — conflict, confrontation,
fight, battle, skirmish Tehlld

Carry out (phrasal verb) — execute,
perform, conduct, implement, undertake

37SITH ST

Apparently (adverb) — seemingly,
evidently, ostensibly, clearly, obviously

ST AR )

Trigger (verb) — cause, spark, set off,
prompt, initiate hIRUT Sl

Cross-border (adjective) — across the

border, transnational, international @rHT

EIES

Fragile (adjective) — delicate, vulnerable,

weak, unstable, precarious o‘-l'ITIIDE
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Qatar-brokered (adjective) — mediated by
Qatar, negotiated by Qatar &Y ¢dR1

HEIEIAT

Ceasefire (noun) — truce, armistice,

suspension of hostilities, peace ﬂ@ﬁw

Take effect (phrase) — become operative,

come into force, be implemented YHTAT

e

Wage (verb) — carry on, engage in, pursue,
conduct, undertake ???,HT

Establishment (noun) — authorities,
system, regime, administration, powers

gfasareT

Reins (noun) — control, command, power,
leadership, authoritya'I?T?fIT

Patron (noun) — supporter, benefactor,

sponsor, backer, protector TeTh

Contradiction (noun) — conflict,
inconsistency, discrepancy, paradox,

opposition TaRTETHTE

Merger (noun) — union, amalgamation,

combination, fusion, integration Tder T

Enforce (verb) —implement, apply, impose,
administer, execute FIP'LWT

Draw (verb) — derive, get, obtain, gain,

take 31T INT LT

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

Triumph (noun) — victory, success,

achievement, conquest, win Siid

Flashpoint (noun) — trouble spot, hotspot,
source of conflict, trigger point TaTHhIcaH

Tl

Deport (verb) — expel, banish, exile, evict,

send away T@aIf&d T

Strain (verb) — stretch, tax, test, weaken,
damage ddITd STelell

Likely (adjective) — probable, expected,
anticipated, plausible, possible AT

Outreach (noun) — diplomatic efforts,
engagement, communication, contact

RSED
Set a new precedent (phrase) — establish a

new example, create a new standard Hé’

AT SR—IH HAT

Hold someone accountable for something
(phrase) — make responsible, blame, assign

responsibility TSFAGR 38T

Reminiscent (of) (adjective) — similar to,

suggestive of, evocative of, recalling diq

feemmeY arerm

Doctrine (noun) — policy, principle, creed,

dogma, tenet AgTd
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45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Overwhelming (adjective) — very great,
immense, enormous, massive,

overpowering STsRGEd

Engulf (verb) — overwhelm, swallow up,

consume, envelop, immerse B T

Of one’s own making (phrase) — self-
created, self-inflicted, caused by oneself

aAfag

Harbour (verb) — shelter, protect, hide,
conceal, give refuge to QRUT T

Back (verb) — support, finance, sponsor,
fund, endorse AT HIAT

Backfire (verb) — rebound, boomerang, fail,

go wrong, miscarry 3¢Cl Usal

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

Restore (verb) — reestablish, reinstate,
bring back, return, revive dglel shidl

Prolonged (adjective) — lengthy, extended,

protracted, long-drawn, sustained oIaT

Chaos (noun) — disorder, confusion,
turmoil, mayhem, pandemonium

3TSTehdl

Instability (noun) — uncertainty,
unpredictability, volatility, insecurity

3TTERAT

Strengthen (verb) — reinforce, fortify,
bolster, enhance, consolidate Holed el
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10.

11.

12

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
When the Taliban regained control of Kabul in August 2021, Pakistan initially
celebrated it as a strategic victory after years of supporting the group.
Then Prime Minister Imran Khan hailed the Taliban’s takeover as Afghans “breaking the
shackles of slavery.”
However, the Taliban’s return empowered the Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), an
ideologically aligned but separate militant organisation.
Since then, Pakistan, especially the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region, has seen a sharp rise
in militant attacks linked to the TTP.
In 2025 alone, over 2,400 people were killed in militancy-related violence across
Pakistan, according to local research data.
Pakistan accuses the Afghan Taliban of sheltering the TTP, which has led to escalating
cross-border tensions.
On October 9, 2025, while Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister was in India, Pakistan
launched air strikes in Kabul, allegedly targeting TTP hideouts.
These strikes triggered a week of deadly cross-border clashes, before a Qatar-mediated
ceasefire brought temporary calm.
Pakistan’s military once offered refuge and assistance to the Afghan Taliban, expecting
continued loyalty after their victory.
Once the Taliban assumed power, the relationship shifted from patron-client to a
strained state-to-state dynamic, exposing deep contradictions.
The Pakistani Taliban (TTP), inspired by the Afghan Taliban’s success, demand the
implementation of strict Islamic law and release of prisoners in Pakistan.

. The Durand Line, an old colonial boundary never recognised by Kabul, remains a major

flashpoint between the two countries.

Pakistan’s decision to deport thousands of Afghan refugees has further worsened
bilateral relations.

Pakistan’s air strikes represent a dangerous new approach — directly holding Kabul
responsible for cross-border terrorism, echoing India’s past strategy against Pakistan.
The editorial concludes that Pakistan’s current crisis is self-inflicted; its policy of
nurturing militants for strategic depth has backfired, and bombing Afghanistan will only
fuel more instability and insurgency.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. The sentence below has been divided into three parts. Select the part of the sentence that
has an error. If the sentence has no error, select the option 'No Error'.
| don't know the reason why he/ has said all this yet it/ puts him in a bad light.
A. has said all this yet it
B. No error
C. Puts him in a bad light.
D. I don't know the reason why he
2. Arrange the given sentences (1-6) in the correct order to form a coherent paragraph.
1. They had escaped the dark world and were enveloped in a dazzling white light which almost
blinded them.
2. The fountain of immortality sprung before them from which they collected the elixir in a
large conch shell.
3. The next moment, the boys found themselves floating over misty clouds.
4. They gave him some elixir from the shell and he immediately acquired an ethereal form.
5. It was then that they saw the Formless One before them.
6. There was bliss and tranquillity around them.
A. 614523
B. 316254
C. 352146
D. 512346
3. Which of the following statements correctly use the idiom ' pour oil on troubled waters' by
substituting the underlined words?
A. If you unnecessarily interfere in others' affairs, you will suffer yourselves.
B. Fed up with frequent strikes, the management decided to, deal with the situation

decisively.
C. The government ordered a judicial enquiry into the communal riots in a bid to pacify the
situation.

D. From his behaviour it is obvious that someone has prejudiced him against me.
A. Only statement B correctly uses the idiom.
B. Only statement C correctly uses the idiom.
C. Both statements A and C correctly use the idiom.
D. Both statements B and D correctly use the idiom.
4. Match the following groups of words with the correct one-word substitutions
phrase
A. An annual calendar that contains important dates and time
B. One who is a critical judge of any art
C.One who does not appreciate art,literature or music
D. An ideally perfect state
one-word substitution
1. Connoisseur
2. Almanac
3. Utopia
4. philistine
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A. A-2,B-1,C-4,D-3
B. A-3,B-4,C-1,D-2
C.A-2,B-4,C-1,D-3
D. A-4,B-2,C-3,D-1
5. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given proverb from the options
Better late than never
A. It’s good to be clean. God is clean, and you should be too
B. It’s better to finish something late than to never do it at all
C. People who are similar spend time together
D. Don’t make someone angry or hurt someone who is helping you or paying for you
6. Four sentences are given below. Find the odd sentence out.
A. A new analysis has determined that the threat of global warming can still be greatly
diminished if nations cut emissions of heat-trapping greenhouse gases by 70% this century.
B. With research showing that additional warming of about 1 degree C may be the threshold
for dangerous climate change, the European Union has called for dramatic cuts in emissions of
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases.
C. The most dangerous potential aspects of climate change include massive losses of Arctic sea
ice and permafrost.
D. “This research indicates that we can no longer avoid significant warming during this
century,” said NCAR scientist Warren Washington, the study paper’s lead author.
A. Sentence A
B. Sentence B
C. Sentence C
D. Sentence D
7. Select the word that is opposite in meaning (ANTONYM) to the word given below.
Corpulent
A. Aerial
B. Slim
C. Anecdotist
D. Narrator
8. The sentence below has been divided into three parts. Select the part of the sentence that
has an error. If the sentence has no error, select the option ‘No Error'.
He has been read through/ the archives to research/ his article on the town's history.
A. No error
B. his article on the town's history.
C. the archives to research
D. He has been read through
9. Match the following groups of words with the correct one-word substitutions
Phrase
A. The act of looking into one’s mind
B. Pleasure mixed with sadness at recalling happy moments in the past
C. Afalse perception of thing that do not really exist
D. A state of absent-minded daydreaming
one-word substitution
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10.

11.

12.

13.

1. Hallucination

2. Reverie

3. Introspection

4. Nostalgia

A. A-4,B-2,C-3,D-1

B. A-2,B-1,C-4,D-3

C. A-3,B-4,C-1,D-2

D. A-3,B-2,C-4,D-1

Select the correct conclusion based on the meaning of the underlined word:
Statement: The trade embargo has impacted export revenue.

Conclusion:

(i) The new trade laws have exempted goods from duty.

(i) Trading in certain goods has been temporarily stopped.

(iii) The government order has put restrictions on trade with some countries.
(iv) Exports have increased after signing of new trade treaties.

A. options i and ii are correct

B. options i, ii and iv are correct

C. options ii and iii are correct

D. option i and iv are correct

The sentence below has been divided into three parts. Select the part of the sentence that
has an error. If the sentence has no error, select the option 'No Error'.

As noon approached, sunlight filtered/ through an branches, casting dappled/ patterns on the
cobblestone path.

A. Patterns on the cobblestone path.

B. As noon approached, sunlight filtered

C. No error

D. Through an branches, casting dappled

Select the correct conclusion based on the meaning of the underlined word:
Statement: After his father's death, he became a prodigal of his fortune.
Conclusion:

(i) He gained wisdom and spent money cautiously.

(ii) Being the only heir, he inherited all his father's wealth.

(iii) He squandered his wealth recklessly and lost all he had.

(iv) He assumed the responsibility of increasing his father's fortune.

A. Both options ii and iii are correct

B. only option iv is correct

C. only optioniiii is correct

D. Both options ii and iv are correct

Select the word that is closest in meaning (SYNONYM) to the word given below
Equivocal
A. Unanimous

B. Occlude

C. Obstruct

D. Ambiguous
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14.

15.

16.

17.

Some parts of a sentence have been jumbled up, and labelled P, Q, R and S. Select the option
that gives the correct sequence in which these parts can be rearranged to form a meaningful
and grammatically correct paragraph. Opening and Closing sentence indicate the start of the
paragraph and end of the sentence paragraph.

Opening Sentence: Born on October 5, 1983, in Los Angeles, California, Emma Stone's journey
in the entertainment industry began at a young age.

P) While attending local theatre classes, Stone discovered her passion for acting and soon
started auditioning for various roles.

Q) Despite facing initial rejections, Stone's determination and talent eventually landed her a
breakthrough role in the comedy "Superbad."

R) Stone's career skyrocketed as she garnered critical acclaim for her performances in movies
like "The Help" and "La La Land," earning her an Academy Award for Best Actress.

S) Inspired by the likes of Meryl Streep, Stone continued honing her craft and exploring
diverse roles, solidifying her status as one of Hollywood's leading actresses.

Closing Sentence: Today, Emma Stone stands as a respected figure in the film industry,
celebrated for her versatility and contributions to the world of cinema.

A. SRQP

B. SPQR

C. PQSR

D. RQPS

The sentence below has been divided into three parts. Select the part of the sentence that
has an error. If the sentence has no error, select the option 'No Error'.

We will have to spend a few/ hours journeying down in a bus,/which is bound to take its toll.
A. hours journeying down in a bus,

B. which is bound to take its toll.

C. We will have to spend a few

D. No error

In the following passage there are blanks, each of which has been numbered. Select the
correct option to fill in the blanks.

What draws India closer to an obscure and indifferent picture are the 1. tribes.

They own their personal identity, far from the 2. trend and economic
development, as Adivasis having their own language, religion, festivals, cuisine, dance and
music. With such an 3. culture and hospitality they also significantly hold a
contrasting patriarchal and matriarchal society. The lively 4. of the tribal community in
India stretches from the remote villages tucked in the Indian Himalayan region to southern-
most tip of India and from the farthest corner of North East India to the dunes of Rajasthan.
A. 1- indigenous, 2- contemporary, 3- enigmatic, 4- tableau

B. 1- original,2-unique,3-oppressive,4-representation

C. 1-obsolete, 2-modern, 3-enchanting,4-presence

D. 1- immigrant, 2-current, 3-alarming, 4- culture

Select the word that is closest in meaning (SYNONYM) to the word given below

Aegis

A. Aggravate

B. Spread

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 9




(0]aide]oI@vAwIoySl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

18.

19.

20.

C. Intensify

D. Protection

Select the correct conclusion based on the meaning of the underlined idiom:

Statement: Splitting hairs is futile and will not resolve our problem.

Conclusion:

(i) A superficial investigation will suffice for the problem at hand.

(ii) Making peevish criticisms on trivial matters will not lead us anywhere.

(iii) A difference of opinion is not tolerated in a dictatorship.

A. Only conclusion (i) is correct

B. Both conclusion (ii) and (iii) are correct

C. Only conclusion (ii) is correct

D. Both conclusion (i) and (iii) are correct

Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom

Go down like a lead balloon

A. To be received badly by an audience

B. To surrender

C. To gamble everything you have

D. Put yourself in a tough position in order to support someone/ something

There is a sentence that is missing in the paragraph below. Look at the paragraph and decide
in which blank (1, 2, 3, or 4) the following sentence would best fit.

Sentence: On the other hand, we find persons engaged in worst types of corrupt practices
living in peace and prosperity.

We often come across situations and incidents, which appear quite contradictory to the known
laws of Nature, creating doubts about the impartiality of divine justice. 1 For instance,
honest, duty-conscious, morally elevated person is often seen caught in adversities in one
form or the other, or is suddenly struck with a great misfortune in life as though he/she were

being punished by God for a great sin. 2 . An idler wins a jackpot or inherits a
fortune from unexpected quarters, whereas a hard working intelligent person is found
suffering endlessly for want of basic necessities. 3 . One person achieves great

success with little effort, whereas another does not succeed in spite of his best efforts-

4 . Such phenomena are popularly ascribed to the role of fate.

A. blank 4

B. blank 1

C. blank 2

D. blank 3

Comprehension:

When the Taliban recaptured Kabul in August 2021, after two decades of insurgency, Pakistan
viewed it as a tactical victory. Imran Khan, then Prime Minister, famously said the Afghans had
“broken the shackles of slavery”. But the Taliban’s return emboldened the Tehrik-e Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), which is organisationally distinct from, yet ideologically aligned with, the
Afghan Taliban. Over four years, Pakistan, particularly the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
bordering Afghanistan, has seen a dramatic surge in militant attacks. This year alone, at least
2,414 people were killed in militancy-related violence in Pakistan, according to an Islamabad-
based think tank. Pakistan blames the Afghan Taliban for sheltering the TTP, better known as
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21.

22.

23.

the Pakistani Taliban, and tensions escalated into full-scale cross-border clashes. On October 9,
2025, while Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi was visiting India, Pakistan carried out
air strikes in Kabul, apparently targeting the TTP. These strikes triggered a week of cross-
border attacks that left dozens dead, before a fragile Qatar-brokered ceasefire took effect.
When the Afghan Taliban were waging an insurgency, Pakistan offered them refuge and
support. Pakistan’s military establishment expected the Taliban to remain loyal once in power.
But when the Taliban took over the reins in Afghanistan, the old patron-client relationship was
replaced by state-to-state ties, with deep structural contradictions. The Pakistani Taliban,
which oppose the merger of Pakistan’s tribal areas with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, want their
version of a strict Islamic code to be enforced and demand the release of TTP prisoners, drew
inspiration from the Afghan Taliban’s triumph. The Durand Line, the colonial-era border, re-
emerged as another flashpoint as Kabul has never recognised it. Besides, Pakistan’s decision to
deport thousands of Afghan refugees strained ties further. What likely provoked the Pakistani
establishment even more was India’s diplomatic outreach to the Taliban. By carrying out air
strikes on Kabul in response to militant attacks, Pakistan appears to be setting a new
precedent — holding Kabul directly accountable for cross-border militant attacks — in a move
reminiscent of India’s doctrine of responding to terrorism with overwhelming force against
Pakistan. Yet, the security crisis in Pakistan now engulfing its tribal areas is largely of its own
making. For decades, it has followed a contradictory policy — fighting terrorism while
harbouring terrorist/militant groups that were fighting its neighbouring countries. It backed
the Taliban for over two decades, hoping that a Taliban-controlled Kabul would offer it
strategic depth. That strategy has now backfired. If Pakistan believes that it can restore
internal security by bombing Afghanistan, it is mistaken. Prolonged conflict and chaos will only
deepen instability and strengthen insurgency.

Why did Pakistan’s expectation of the Afghan Taliban’s loyalty after 2021 fail, according to
the passage?

A. Because the relationship shifted from a patron-client setup to state-to-state ties with deep
structural contradictions.

B. Because India formed a military alliance with the Taliban, isolating Pakistan.

C. Because U.S.—NATO forces resumed operations in Afghanistan, changing power dynamics.
D. Because Kabul formally recognized the Durand Line, removing Pakistan’s leverage.

What precedent is Pakistan setting by carrying out air strikes on Kabul, as described in the
passage

A. Holding Kabul directly accountable for cross-border militant attacks, akin to India’s doctrine
of responding with overwhelming force against Pakistan.

B. Accepting the Durand Line as a settled international boundary to prevent future disputes.

C. Using refugee deportations as the primary tool to coerce Kabul into concessions.

D. Re-establishing a patron-client arrangement with the Afghan Taliban to secure strategic
depth.

What type of pronoun is the word “it” in the sentence —

"Pakistan viewed it as a tactical victory."

A. Demonstrative Pronoun

B. Reflexive Pronoun

C. Personal Pronoun
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D. Relative Pronoun
24. Identify the sentence with correct subject-verb agreement from the passage.
A. Pakistan’s military establishment expect the Taliban to remain loyal once in power.
B. The Taliban have offered refuge and support to Pakistan.
C. Pakistan’s military establishment expects the Taliban to remain loyal once in power.
D. The Taliban has replaced the patron-client relationship.
25. Fill in the blank with the most suitable option based on the passage:
“Pakistan’s decision to deport thousands of Afghan refugees ties further.”
A. had repaired
B. has strained
C. will strengthen
D. was improving
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Answers

1. A 2.B 3B 4.A 5B 6.C 7.B 8.D 9.C 10.C 11D 12.C

13.D 14.C 15D 16.A 17D 18.C 19.A 20.C 21.A 22A 23.C 24.C

25.B [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. A) 'has said all this yet it' o Error%l 'has said' & TIT TR 'said' BT TN gHI EIT%'Q,
Fifd sentence BT initial part. 'l don't know the reason why he' past Pl gedT B 3R

Hbd B BT g1 SIMIY, main verb 'said' BT ITANT HID sentence & aFl HFI P

tense B JHM IWT S ﬂT%'Q; @@r— He didn't mention the reason why he left the party
early.

¢ 'said"' will be used instead of 'has said' because the initial part of the sentence 'l don't know
the reason why he' indicates an event in the past. Therefore, to maintain the tense consistency
in both parts of the sentence, the main verb should be 'said’; Like— He didn't mention the
reason why he left the party early.

2. B) This sequence (316254) forms a coherent narrative flow: the boys transition from floating in
the clouds, to being surrounded by light, experiencing bliss and tranquillity, discovering the
fountain, seeing a mystical entity, and then interacting with that entity using the elixir they
found. This progression follows a logical sequence of setting the scene, introducing new
elements (fountain, Formless One), and concluding with an action (giving the elixir).

3. B) The idiom "pour oil on troubled waters" means to pacify a situation or to calm down a tense
or difficult scenario. §89 @R g NNl & &I Mfd §HM BT YA BT
Among the options, only statement C ("The government ordered a judicial enquiry into the
communal riots in a bid to pacify the situation") correctly uses this idiom. This statement
reflects the act of trying to calm down a tense and problematic situation (communal riots) by
initiating a judicial enquiry, which aligns with the meaning of the idiom.

4. A)A-2,B-1,C-4,D-3

e Almanac (noun) — An annual calendar containing important dates and times, as well as
other useful information like weather forecasts and tide tables. ATy T

e Connoisseur (noun) — A person who is a critical judge of an art, typically one who
understands its finer points. An expert judge in matters of taste. ﬁ'@'ﬁlﬁ, uRa@!

e Philistine (noun) — A person who is indifferent or hostile to art, culture, and the
intellectual aspects of life. bl Il FIT%?J & Ufd m:f Afd

e Utopia (noun)— An imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect. The
word was first used in the book Utopia (1516) by Sir Thomas More. e Iy

5. B) Better late than never — It’s better to finish something late than to never do it at all
Better late than never (Proverb) — It is better to do something after it was supposed to have
%een done than not to do it at all. Tl HH &I aT I WT,B@ i&cgm THH I asdﬁ

I

6. C) The odd sentence out among the given options seems to be sentence C.

Sentences A, B, and D all discuss the potential for mitigating global warming and the
implications of failing to do so. They focus on the need for reducing emissions and the
consequences of significant warming.
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10.

11.

However, sentence C focuses specifically on the potential effects of climate change, like the
loss of Arctic sea ice and permafrost, without directly discussing the mitigation of global
warming or emission reductions. Therefore, it stands out as being different in focus compared
to the other sentences.
B) Corpulent (adjective) - Relating to or having a large, bulky body; overweight, fat, heavy. Arer
Antonym: Slim (adjective) - Gracefully thin; slender, trim, slight. Uddl
e Aerial (adjective) - Relating to the air or atmosphere; airy, lofty, sky-high. Ba'l?f
e Anecdotist (noun) - A person who tells anecdotes or short, amusing stories. dg
o JURAH AT Bl
e Narrator (noun) - A person who narrates something, especially a character who
recounts the events of a novel or narrative poem. dY[ddd
D) 'He has been read through' & E—C{@I 'He has been reading through' &1 TNt fﬁTIT Fife
TGT Present Perfect Continuous Tense @1 TaRIdH T %’I 'He has been read through' ﬁ
'read' BT TIRT passive form d Il %,Gh <4 W“—f H &Iﬁﬁﬂ %I ﬂ_egf TR @TIT 'He has
been reading through',\_rﬁ E"‘\’IfaT %’ & dg FRI@R AfNaEl &1 g IR Q% %I

e 'He has been reading through' will be used instead of 'He has been read through'
because Present Perfect Continuous Tense is needed here. In 'He has been read
through', the use of 'read' is in passive form, which is inappropriate in this context. The
correct form is 'He has been reading through', indicating that he has been continuously
studying the archives.

C) A-3,B-4,C-1,D-2
e Introspection (noun) — The act of looking into one's own thoughts and feelings.

ST

e Nostalgia (noun) — A sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a
period or place with happy personal associations. GE'IFﬂT'lT‘lT

e Hallucination (noun) — A false perception of objects or events involving the senses,
typically visual or auditory, that seem very real but are not. YH

e Reverie (noun) — A state of being pleasantly lost in one's thoughts; a daydream.

C) Embargo (Noun)— a government order restricting or prohibiting commerce, especially trade
in a given commodity or with a particular nation IEL]

i. This conclusion does not align with the concept of an embargo, which is about restriction,
not exemption.

ii. This aligns with the concept of an embargo, which often involves stopping trade in certain
goods.

iii. This is a typical characteristic of a trade embargo, so this conclusion is accurate.

iv. This conclusion is unrelated to the concept of a trade embargo, which is more about
restrictions, not the facilitation of trade or increase in exports.

D) 'through an branches' & aa?r 'through the branches' &1 TR fﬁTIT Fifb 'branches’
Udh Plural Noun% BhT m 1Y Indefinite Article 'an' BT TINT TTad %I 'An' BT TRINT
Had Singular Nouns & 3T Eﬁ?ﬂ % SI§f® Plural Nouns @& 3T ‘the' T TANT Eﬁ?ﬂ %I

— The birds were sitting on the branches.
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12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

¢ 'through the branches' will be used instead of 'through an branches' because 'branches’
is a Plural Noun and the use of the Indefinite Article 'an' with it is incorrect. 'An' is used
only before Singular Nouns, whereas 'the' is used before Plural Nouns. Like— The birds
were sitting on the branches.
C) Only optioniiii is correct
Prodigal (Adjective) — somebody who spends money, especially money from his or her parents,
wastefully
i. This is incorrect as "prodigal" implies the opposite of spending cautiously.
ii. This might be inferred from the context, but it's not directly related to being prodigal.
iii. This aligns with the definition of "prodigal" and is likely correct.
iv. This is incorrect as "prodigal" indicates wasteful spending, not responsible management.
D) Equivocal (adjective) — Having more than one possible interpretation, unclear, ambiguous,
uncertain. Y
Synonym: Ambiguous (adjective) — Open to more than one interpretation, not having one
obvious meaning, unclear, equivocal. STY
e Unanimous (adjective) — Fully in agreement, united in opinion, concordant, consistent.

e Occlude (verb) — To stop, close up, or obstruct an opening, passage, or path. Jd¥&
DAl

e Obstruct (verb) — To block or put obstacles in the way, hinder, impede. ST¥T STl
C) PQSR
P: It discusses Emma Stone's early interest in acting and starting auditions, a natural step after
the introduction.
Q: It follows her initial acting experiences with her facing rejections and then achieving her
breakthrough role.
S: After her breakthrough, it describes her continuous development and inspiration in acting,
leading to her status as a leading actress.
R: Finally, it highlights the peak of her career with critical acclaim and an Academy Award, a
culmination of her journey.

D) No error

A) 1- indigenous, 2- contemporary, 3- enigmatic, 4- tableau.

'Indigenous' dI useEﬂTIT Hife 'indigenous' dT Hdcld Eﬁ?ﬂ % RHET a1 Hdl ardt

passage § HRAG SHGGdl &t §1d 1 T §, S WM 3R g fAard 8 1

¢ 'Indigenous' should be used because it means native or original inhabitants. The passage

refers to the tribes of India, who are indigenous.

'Contemporary' DI useE;T‘Tf it '‘contemporary' DI 3f 6\Idl % qAH JHT BT T

%ﬂgﬁml qgl TR SHSIdl &1 U UgA Bt §1d DI TS § off G ¢ o ST
I

¢ 'Contemporary' should be used as it means belonging to the present time or modern. It

refers to the tribes' distinct identity, which is separate from the contemporary trend.

'Enigmatic' T useEﬁTIT Fiife 'enigmatic' T 3ref s\ldl % EWHY I1 3FId| I8l R

SO &1 IPBfA BT | 3R MH¥d Il T 3
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17.

18.

¢ 'Enigmatic' should be used as it means mysterious or puzzling. It describes the culture of the
tribes as mysterious and intriguing.

'"Tableau' &I useEpITIT b 'tableau’ BT 3‘[2f Eﬂ?ﬂ % Uh Sitad = a1 == a@\_ﬂ |
SN GHeT B Siddar B a1 3 TS B

e 'Tableau’ should be used because it means a vivid or graphic scene. It aptly describes the
vibrancy of the tribal community.
D) Aegis (noun) - A protection, backing, or support of a particular person or organization,
often associated with a powerful or influential figure. In mythology, it refers to a protective
shield or cloak, especially that of Zeus or Athena. TR&TT
SYNONYM: Protection (noun) - The action of protecting, or the state of being protected. <&l
e Aggravate (verb) - To make a situation worse or more serious.
e Spread (verb/noun) - To extend over a larger area; distribute. aﬁﬂ:ﬂ
¢ Intensify (verb) - To become or make more intense. GIEACES]
C) Only conclusion (ii) is correct
Splitting hairs (Phrase) — refers to making unnecessary distinctions between things when the
differences between them are so small they are not important.
i. "Splitting hairs" does not imply that a superficial investigation is sufficient; rather, it indicates
an overly meticulous focus on trivialities.
ii. It highlights the futility of focusing on minor or trivial issues, which is exactly what "splitting
hairs" implies.
iii. "Splitting hairs" does not address tolerance for differing opinions in a dictatorship or any
other form of governance.

19. A) Go down like a lead balloon (idiom) — To be received badly by an audience E{Qfﬁ gIRT @

20.

21.

R ¥ u fbar s

C) 'Blank 2' T use EﬁTIT Eﬁ‘ﬂﬁ; ETIT Il sentence "On the other hand, we find persons
engaged in worst types of corrupt practices living in peace and prosperity" Ud contrasting
situation @1 describe BT 81 T8 U H SHMGR 3R HdAMS ddfad & g:@l &l
I@E g, 3R 3T I q YPRERI Al & J@HG ofiaq Pt 3R Gobd far S g,
Sl ﬁ? TP T & Judd g

'Blank 2' should be used because the sentence "On the other hand, we find persons
engaged in worst types of corrupt practices living in peace and prosperity" describes a
contrasting situation. The first part mentions the sufferings of an honest and duty-
conscious person, and this sentence contrasts it by referring to the prosperous life of
corrupt individuals, presenting a direct opposition.

A) The passage states that once the Taliban took power, the “old patron-client relationship

was replaced by state-to-state ties, with deep structural contradictions,” undermining

Pakistan’s expectation of loyalty.

B: The passage mentions India’s diplomatic outreach, not a military alliance.

C: No resumption of U.S.—NATO operations is indicated.

D: The passage says Kabul has never recognized the Durand Line; recognition didn’t happen.
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22.

23.

24,

25.

A) The passage explicitly says Pakistan’s strikes signal a new precedent—holding Kabul directly
accountable for cross-border attacks—“in a move reminiscent of India’s doctrine of responding
to terrorism with overwhelming force against Pakistan.”

B: The Durand Line remains a flashpoint; Kabul hasn’t recognized it.

C: Deportations strained ties but are not presented as the precedent set by air strikes.

D: The passage says the patron-client model has been replaced by state-to-state ties, not
restored.

C) Personal Pronoun

The word “it” refers to a thing previously mentioned or easily identified, here referring to the
Taliban’s recapture of Kabul. Hence, “it” is a third-person singular personal pronoun.

“it” IF Gl (AIIE & HIgd W Heoll) I AaWd Hal g, 3AY I8 Th
personal pronoun (fadardd T—Ia;'_ﬂ?:[) gl

A) Demonstrative Pronoun — Words like this, that, these, those are demonstrative, not “it”.
B) Reflexive Pronoun —Would be “itself”, not “it”.

D) Relative Pronoun — Connects clauses (who, which, that), not used here.

C) Pakistan’s military establishment expects the Taliban to remain loyal once in power.
The subject “Pakistan’s military establishment” is singular, so the verb must also be singular
(expects).

“Establishment” singular §, IITAY verb “expects” (YHaa ) el gl

A) Verb should be expects (not plural expect) as subject is singular.

B) The passage says the reverse — Pakistan offered refuge to the Taliban, not vice versa.
D) The Taliban is treated as plural in formal English, so it should be have, not has.

B) has strained

According to the passage: “Pakistan’s decision to deport thousands of Afghan refugees
strained ties further.”

Thus, the correct completion is “has strained”, showing recent action affecting present
relations.

“Pakistan ® TRUMYAT &I Faifid &3 & fAvfg 3 deel &Y iR femme faan” s

“has strained” ﬂTSQF option %I

A) had repaired — Opposite meaning; the ties worsened, not improved.

C) will strengthen — Future positive; passage indicates deterioration, not strengthening.
D) was improving — Contradicts the factual idea that ties got worse.
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