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Problems and solutions

There are very few people in the world who can see the problem, while there are many who are
ready to give solutions. Everyone thinks he knows the solution, but it should be remembered that
yesterday's solutions are not helpful today. As times change, solutions must be absolutely new. No
matter how ancient the essence of a solution may be, the solution itself must always be new....

Some people think the problems are political: they think searching for a political solution will end
the problems. But they are wrong. The problems of mankind are basically not political. Some people
think the problems are economic. They think if those problems can be resolved, the world will be
filled with peace and prosperity. They are also under an illusion.

THE SPEAKING TREE

People's fundamental problem today is spiritual: it is somewhere in depths, connected with their
innermost being. We are lacking the deeper vision that is needed to see the problem. We see very
superficially and on the surface, and don't enter deeply. Perhaps we don't want to see deeply
because, for that, courage is needed. And not only is courage needed, but you need to accept the
possibility there may be no solution.

We keep repeating old learned solutions, afraid of a situation that is incomprehensible to us. In this
way, people's solutions are always borrowed from the past, while the problems are of the present.
That is why no understanding is possible. People whose thinking is based on the past are never

capable of solving any problems of the present. ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary
1. Essence (noun) — core, heart, soul, crux, 7.

nucleus 9

2. Mankind (noun) — humanity, human
race, people, humankind #TId STl 3.

3. Economic (adjective) — financial,

monetary, fiscal, commercial 3

4. Prosperity (noun) —wealth, success, >
affluence, well-being, fortune Hﬁﬁ{
5. lllusion (noun) — delusion, 10
misconception, false belief, fantasy,
mirage AH 11
6. Spiritual (adjective) —relating to the
soul, inner, religious, metaphysical 12,

3TEATCHS

ECONOMIC TIMES EDITORIAL — BY ENGLISH MADHYAM

Superficially (adverb) — on the surface,
shallowly, outwardly, lightly Hqderar

°r

On the surface (phrase) — outwardly,
apparently, at first glance, seemingly.

AU AR R

Perhaps (adverb) — maybe, possibly,
conceivably, perchance 0TIq

Courage (noun) — bravery, fearlessness,

valour, fortitude, daring HlgH

. Learned (adjective) — acquired, gained,

absorbed, ingrained ?ﬂ@Tg’}lT

Incomprehensible (adjective) —
unintelligible, unfathomable, baffling,

puzzling ST H dTg<
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Summary of the Editorial
The world has an abundance of people offering solutions but a scarcity of those who truly
understand the problems.

Many people mistakenly believe they already know the solutions to the world's issues.
A key mistake is relying on solutions from the past to solve present-day problems.
As times change, solutions must be new and contemporary to be effective.

While the core essence of a solution might be ancient, its application must be fresh and
modern.

Some people incorrectly identify the root of human problems as being political.

Therefore, they mistakenly believe that political solutions will resolve our fundamental
issues.

Others incorrectly believe that the problems are primarily economic in nature.

They operate under the illusion that solving economic problems alone will bring universal
peace and prosperity.

The editorial argues that the fundamental problem facing humanity is not political or
economic, but spiritual.

This core problem is deep within, connected to our innermost being.

We lack the deep vision required to see the true problem, viewing issues only on a superficial
level.

. We avoid looking deeply because doing so requires significant courage.

A further barrier is the need to accept the unsettling possibility that a solution may not even
exist.

Our thinking is trapped in the past, making us incapable of solving the unique problems of
the present.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. According to the passage, what does the author identify as the core reason people fail to
understand real problems? [Editorial page]|
A. Their continuous reliance on traditional interpretive frameworks
B. Their persistent belief in economic ideological remedies
C. Their repeated adoption of institutional regulatory mechanisms
D. Their excessive dependence on advanced technological reasoning
2. What does the author believe people must possess in order to look deeply into their inner
problems?
A. The readiness to confront unsettling existential uncertainties
B. The willingness to pursue elaborate philosophical doctrines
C. The ability to memorize extensive sociopolitical histories
D. The tendency to prefer conventional cognitive procedures
3. What can be inferred about the author’s attitude toward past solutions?
A. They offer comprehensive clarity that surpasses modern insights
B. They must guide present decisions without reinterpretation
C. They contain rigorous principles adequate for modern issues
D. They may hold wisdom in essence but fail when applied unchanged
4. What is the passage implying about political and economic explanations for global
problems?
A. They remain effective because they employ analytical global frameworks
B. They offer temporary relief by addressing inevitable systemic failures
C. They misdiagnose symptoms because they ignore deeper spiritual causes
D. They succeed partially by resolving recurrent institutional tensions
5. Choose the most appropriate word to complete the sentence based on the passage’s
argument:
“Humanity repeatedly fails to address present-day challenges because its thinking remains
in outdated inherited assumptions.”
A. Entrenched rigidly and traditionally immersed
B. Rejuvenated freshly and progressively inspired
C. Liberated freely and spontaneously transformed
D. Neutralized slowly and uniformly diminished
6. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.
Benign
A. Beneficiary
B. Boisterous
C. Benevolent
D. Boring
7. Select the option that correctly expresses the following sentence in direct speech.
She told me that she had already finished the project.
A. She told me, “He had already finished the project.”
B. She said to me, “I have already finished the project.”
C. She said, “She will have finished the project.”
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D. She said to her, “I already finished the project

Select the sentence that best uses the phrasal verb “flesh out.”
A. The committee will flesh out the animals for scientific testing.
B. The committee will flesh out the proposal before final approval.
C. The committee will flesh out the stones for building walls.

D. The committee will flesh out the wires for installation.

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Madness or obsession with males

A. Polygamy

B. Loquacious

C. Misandrist

D. Andromania

Select the most appropriate meaning of the phrase “A far cry from.”
A. Nearly identical to

B. Secretly dependent on

C. Slightly improved over

D. Very different from

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
DEVIOUS

A. Deceitful

B. shrewd

C. straight

D. calculating

Choose the correct meaning of the phrase “Splitting hairs.”

A. Overthinking problems

B. Solving complex issues

C. Making fine or petty distinctions

D. Discussing deep philosophy

Identify the option that contains the incorrect spelling.

A. Incidence

B. Disparitty

C. Vigour

D. Looming

In the given sentence, identify the segment which contains a grammatical error.
Despite of being a close friend he did not help me in any way.

A. Despite of being

B. a close friend

C. he did not help me

D. in any way

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank and make a grammatically correct
sentence.

The driver of the car probably holds the key to the crime.

A. solving
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B. solves

C. solved

D. solution

The following sentence has been split into four segments. Identify the segment that
contains a grammatical error.

Most hotels / offer for their guests / complimentary breakfast / during their stay there.

A. during their stay there

B. offer for their guests

C. Most hotels

D. complimentary breakfast

Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word.

AFFINITY

A.inclination

B. weakness

C. attraction

D. aversion

Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.

Deception

A. Cruelty

B. Cunning

C. Reliability

D. Exception

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

The teacher was very in his subject.

A. top

B. master

C. proficient

D. best

Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment. If there is no
need to substitute it, select No improvement.

| will not be able to leave for home until my boss arrived in the office.

A. until my boss arrives at the office

B. No improvement

C. until my boss has arrive to the office

D. until my boss is arrived in the office

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

Presently, a soprano voice of richness and depth floated from the open windows of the
parlour, resonating (1) the darkening greenery. All at once it was as if the
entire scene before them was (2) by that voice, infused with unexpected life:
the western sky, streaked with bands of pale gold and purple; the two houses, standing grey
and disconsolate against that sky; the (3) of trees casting deep black shadow
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shere and there across the ground. The same voice that (4) everything
suddenly to life also drew them into another, much deeper world: a world that was normally
hidden, a world that (5) into eternity.

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.
A. but

B. aside

C. besides

D. over

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. lapsed

B. awakened

C. belated

D. untried

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. Branches

B. Transition

C. Material

D. Pack

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. lightened

B. chiselled

C. brought

D. transacted

Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5.
A. handed over

B. asked for

C. stretched out

D. pleaded for
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Answers
1. A 2.A 3D 4.C 5A 6.C 7.B 8.B 9. 10.D 11.C 12.C
13.B 14A 15A 16B 17D 18B 19.C 20.A 21D 22B 23.A 24C
25.C [Practice Exercise]

Explanations
1. A) Their continuous reliance on traditional interpretive frameworks
The passage says people repeat old learned solutions and rely on the past, preventing real
understanding.
e B - Economic remedies are mentioned, but not as the reason for failing to
understand problems.
e (C—The passage never discusses regulatory mechanisms.
e D —Technological reasoning is not mentioned anywhere.
2. A) The readiness to confront unsettling existential uncertainties
The passage says deeper vision requires courage, and one must accept the possibility of no
solution—i.e., confronting unsettling uncertainties.
e B —Philosophical doctrines are not suggested as a requirement.
e C—Memorizing history is irrelevant to spiritual insight.
e D —Preferring conventional thinking is what the author criticizes.
3. D) They may hold wisdom in essence but fail when applied unchanged
The author states the essence may be ancient, but solutions must be new, meaning old
solutions fail when applied directly.
e B -—The author rejects blind reliance on past solutions.
e C—He says past solutions are not helpful for present issues.
e D —He never claims past solutions are more comprehensive
4. C) They misdiagnose symptoms because they ignore deeper spiritual causes
The author says people wrongly believe problems are political or economic; real issues are
spiritual.
e A —|tdenies their effectiveness, not endorses it.
e B -—The passage does not say they offer relief.
e D — No partial success is mentioned.
5. A) Entrenched rigidly and traditionally immersed
The passage stresses that people keep repeating past solutions and stay stuck in inherited
thinking.
e B - Opposite meaning; nothing is described as rejuvenated.
e C—Opposite of the passage; thinking is not liberated.
e D - "“Neutralized” does not fit the idea of being stuck in old assumptions.
6. C) Benign (adjective) — Gentle, kind, not harmful, or having a mild and favorable effect.

SR

Synonym: Benevolent (adjective) — Well-meaning, kindly, and characterized by doing good.

3ok
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e Beneficiary (noun) — A person who gains or benefits from something, especially a will,
insurance policy, or other financial arrangement. At
e Boisterous (adjective) — Energetic, noisy, and slightly uncontrollable. 533"13[
e Boring (adjective) — Not interesting; tedious. 381\%
B) She said to me, “I have already finished the project.”
Direct ¥ Indirect Speech ﬁW*WW%Tense 3R Pronouns @ g&aq &1 fAH
W@Tﬂ%l g dIH] Indirect Speech ﬁ% "She told me that she had already finished the
project." Indirect Speech H "had already finished" (Past Perfect) &1 use ﬁv_EITTI'CIT%I Direct
Speech H UPT Hel ¥ "have already finished" (Present Perfect) @Waﬁ% Reporting
Verb "told" T HHY Reporting Clause & Present @ﬁ@ﬂg\?ﬂ%llndlrect Speech H "she" BT
use ﬁﬂlTTFEIT%I Direct Speech ﬁl—l—s' " ﬁaﬂ'ﬂ\_ﬂ@'ﬂ TP First-Person Pronoun B'EIQ]T
Speaker (She) ﬁm%Reportmg Verb "told me" Direct Speech T "said to me" H G|
e To convert from Indirect to Direct Speech, rules for transforming Tense and Pronouns
are applied. The given sentence in Indirect Speech is: "She told me that she had
already finished the project. "In Indirect Speech, "had already finished" (Past Perfect)
is used. In Direct Speech, it reverts to its original form, "have already finished"
(Present Perfect), as the reporting verb "told" implies a connection to the time of
speaking. In Indirect Speech, "she" is used. In Direct Speech, it changes to "I," as it
represents the first-person perspective of the speaker (She). The reporting verb "told
me" changes to "said to me" in Direct Speech.
B) Flesh out — To add detail or substance; elaborate. foaR Q@ §dr
D) Andromania (noun) — Madness or obsession with males HW%Q%WWW
e Polygamy (noun) — the practice or custom of having more than one wife or husband
at the same time. EE'CIT?F[UHT
e Loquacious (adjective) — tending to talk a great deal; talkative. El'laf-ﬁ
e Misandrist (noun) — a person who dislikes, despises, or is strongly prejudiced against
men. Wm%ﬁ
D) A far cry from — very different from, unlike, distant from. @rag?r AT
C) DEVIOUS (adjective) — Showing a skilful use of underhand tactics to achieve goals,
cunning, crafty, wily.
Antonym: Straight (adjective) — Direct, honest, straightforward, frank. e
e Deceitful (adjective) — Intended to deceive, misleading, dishonest, fraudulent.

e Shrewd (adjective) — Having or showing sharp powers of judgment, astute, clever,
intelligent. dTcilch
e Calculating (adjective) — Acting in a scheming and ruthlessly determined way,
cunning, crafty, shrewd. ITUTH] hAT
C) Splitting hairs (phrase) — Making trivial distinctions, quibbling, nitpicking, being pedantic.
A B T8 BT/ BIC-BIc! ddi R SRS
B) Disparitty
Correct spelling: Disparity
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A) 'Despite of being' & gad '‘Despite being' WW@WW 'Despite’ & 1Y 'of BT
E@"T:ﬁﬁm%, 3d: ZIET Preposition WE@"TW%I 'Despite’ WW@T‘H% o

EICKS 38 G?NEF%FITU 'of' BT UTANT W%’I o r: Despite being a close friend, he did
not help me in any way.

o ‘Despite being' will be used instead of 'Despite of being' because 'of' is not used with
'Despite’; hence, the use of Preposition here is incorrect. 'Despite’ means 'in spite of’,
and using 'of' with it is unnecessary. Like— Despite being a close friend, he did not
help me in any way.

A) Solving' @[ use Eﬂ"'ﬂa@l% "solving" Il Hﬁm%WWWWWﬁWI
Sentence § 81 AT R foh HR & JIZAR & UM URTY ! A P1 ol ol Yabell &,
3T 'solving' TBI I8l 21 'Solves' 31 'solved' &I verb & forms %Gﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁlﬂ%m
WWWW%WJEI@HT%, Tk gerund (verb+ing) &% &Y H| 'Solution’ Udh
noun %\_yﬁgﬂ context H ﬂﬁfﬂ%l

'Solving' should be used because it means to find a solution to a problem or puzzle.
The sentence suggests that the driver of the car might hold the key to solving the
crime, making 'solving' fitting here. 'Solves' and 'solved' are both verb forms which
are inappropriate here as they act as actions, not as a gerund (verb+ing). 'Solution' is
a noun, which is not suitable in this context.

B) offer for their guests' & Jed 'offer their guests' EﬁTIT E@ﬁ?UST 'for' T TINT ITdd %’;

'offer' %W@‘a Object G‘I'IHT%I

o ‘offer for their guests' will be replaced with 'offer their guests' because the use of 'for’

is incorrect here; after 'offer', the object comes directly.

D) Affinity (noun) — A natural liking for and understanding of someone or something,

sympathy, empathy, attraction. Flglﬂﬂﬂ%[
Antonym: Aversion (noun) — A strong dislike or disinclination, antipathy, opposition. fory
¢ Inclination (noun) — A person’s natural tendency or urge to act or feel in a particular

way, a disposition.
e Weakness (noun) — The state or condition of lacking strength, frailty, vulnerability.

e Attraction (noun) — The action or power of evoking interest in or liking for someone

or something, allure, appeal.
B) Deception (noun) — The act of deceiving someone, trickery, fraud, dishonesty, duplicity.

Synonym: Cunning (noun) — Having or showing skill in achieving one's ends by deceit or
evasion, sly, crafty, wily.
e Deception (noun) — The act of deceiving someone, trickery, fraud, dishonesty,

duplicity. ¢RaT

e Cruelty (noun) — Behavior that causes pain or suffering to others, brutality, savagery.

Xdl

e Reliability (noun) — The quality of being trustworthy and performing consistently
well, dependability, trustworthiness. fayg-taarn
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19. C) Proficient' DT use é]ma?ﬂ% "proficient" I Hﬁm%WWﬁEHWW@WI
Sentence ﬁWW%%ﬁTW &uﬁﬁwﬁa@a 3Ty i), W‘%‘I'Q 'proficient’ q@fﬂﬁ%l
"Top' T 31 § T HUR T HATe, 'Master' BT 37 § AR AT, 37K 'Best' BT 3 §
ﬂa%g, Gﬁ%ﬂcontextﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ%l

e 'Proficient' should be used because it means skilled or competent in a subject. The
sentence says the teacher was very good in his subject, making 'proficient’ fitting
here. 'Top' means highest or supreme, 'Master' means expert or guru, and 'Best'
means the most excellent, which don't fit in this context

20. A) arrived' %aa@r 'arrives' WW@WWH@W 'will not be able to leave' Hfd™]
HTA U ©, 3T e fohar 1 reRur gdur o1a § 8141 =1fRT; S=— 1 will wait until she

arrives.
e arrives' will be used instead of 'arrived' because the main verb 'will not be able to
leave' is in Future Tense, so the auxiliary verb should also be in Simple Present Tense;
Like— I will wait until she arrives.

21. D) 'Over' dT use SR I "over" BT ﬂﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂ:{m 9P FW T 3IY R BTl
R T ST 1 ¢ o Ao SfrarsT 3ieR gl gRaret H st 61 8, S "over" & SUANT ®I
e GExTd & | STad: 'But BT 31 § "gTarifs” a1 "Ryar, S 78l Wel el 81 'Aside’ &1 37
g "I R T "QR," Sl STATS & halld &I G-I | SUgad o1 & | 'Besides' BT 34U §
" 3l S 39 ey # fthe gl dad|

o 'Over' will be used because it means "spreading across or above a place or area." The
sentence describes the soprano voice resonating through the darkening greenery,
making 'over' the most appropriate choice. Whereas: 'But' means "however" or
"except," which is irrelevant here.

'Aside' means "to one side" or "away," which doesn’t fit the imagery of the voice
spreading.
'‘Besides' means "in addition to," which is contextually incorrect.

22. B) 'Awakened' &[ use %ﬁTnaRﬂ% "awakened" PhT aﬁ%%&ﬁiﬁaﬁﬁﬂaﬁmmml
passage H ST T § fH 3{TATST A QX €= &l Sitdd B fadT, S SUTRId Siiad 9 4R
faaT | 3T 'awakened' T8T T8I ITR § | ST&(P 'Lapsed' BT 31 & THTE g1 S a1 FRfshy
B, 'Belated' &1 31 § G J G311, 3R 'Untried' &7 31 § foT vram foaram wrar, ot 39 T
ﬁfﬁa—ﬁ‘@@?n

'Awakened' will be used because it means to bring something to life or make it active.
The passage mentions that the voice infused the scene with unexpected life, making
'awakened' the correct answer. Whereas, 'Lapsed' means to become inactive or
cease, 'Belated' means delayed, and 'Untried' means not attempted, which don't fit in
this context.

23. A) Branches' @[ use uﬁﬂﬁ%mﬂﬁ?wm%ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁaﬁmammnﬁm
Wﬁ@ﬁ?ﬁ%l ﬁcontextmﬁaﬁﬂwamﬁ "trees casting deep black
shadows" WTTI'CIT%I '"Transition' m&rﬁam%qha?ﬁmw 'Material' WG‘M@?IT%
H'I'J:I"ff 3R 'Pack' BT 3 B) eldl %{-Ilj@' 23|T$‘416 | ﬁ?ﬂ:ﬁsﬂsentence %mmﬁ%
Fifdb I shadows b TTY contextuallyﬁ?‘fqﬁ %
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e 'Branches' will be used because it refers to the parts of trees casting deep black
shadows on the ground, which aligns with the visual description of the scene.
'Transition' means a change or process, 'Material' refers to a substance or matter,
and 'Pack' implies a group or bundle. These do not fit contextually with the imagery
of shadows cast by.trees.

24. C) 'Brought' T IUINT Jg1 SUGER & Fich subT 37 § Tl el &I Sita= a1 = |
A" AT H g ST T § Tob da T SHTaTel 9 =iioll bl Saidh 9 Siiad § o 3175 | 39ferg
'‘brought' T8I T&Y 5! § | STaT: 'Lightened' BT 31 § §ewhT =1 A1 YR HH BT, O 39
Yoo B gl T8I | 'Chiselled' T 312 § "Hfferar AT a1 "Fahr=ht 1" S 39 T A
JUYA 7181 & | "Transacted' BT 3 § "PIg TR T AH-G- BT, SN a9 & UG § Ad
EEECISH

e 'Brought’ is appropriate here because it means "to bring something to life or
attention." The sentence describes how the voice suddenly brought everything to life,
making 'brought' the most fitting choice. Whereas: 'Lightened' means to make
something lighter or less heavy, which doesn't fit in this context. 'Chiselled' means "to
carve or shape something," which is irrelevant here 'Transacted' means "to carry out
a business deal or transaction," which doesn't match the tone of the sentence.

25. C) Stretched out' BT SUANT BT ifh 3THT Y § Tl T AT eI, Sl 59 I &
HoH ¥ ficpd Suged 8| 91 | eord fobar 7 g o I8 g smrdR w fsdi gd
3?]? WWWE@ R 'Handed over' &1 Hﬁ% '@f'qa_"ﬂ,' Gﬁﬂﬁﬂ?{“—fﬁwal 'Asked
for' BT 31 § A, 511 59 160 & Y T SH1G=RID § | 'Pleaded for' BT 37 § T
HAT T TER T, off 39 Yo H srgfaa g |

'Stretched out' will be used because it means to 'extend’ or 'spread over,' which fits
the context perfectly. The sentence mentions a world hidden and extending into
eternity, making 'stretched out' the most suitable choice.n'Handed over' means 'to
give control,' which is incorrect in this context. 'Asked for' implies 'requesting
something,' which does not align with the sentence.

'Pleaded for' means 'to beg or implore,' which is inappropriate here.
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