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Confronting popcorn brain in the digital age

In the relentless pulse of our digital era, silence has become a scarce commodity. Screens glow from
dawn to midnight; alerts blink with the insistence of tiny sirens; content arrives in bursts designed to
captivate and distract. In this environment of continuous cognitive stimulation, a troubling behavioural
pattern has entered educational conversations: Popcorn Brain Syndrome. Though not a medical
diagnosis, the term vividly expresses a growing reality-minds conditioned to crave rapid, high-intensity
digital input, much like kernels bursting unpredictably in hot oil. For educators, this is no passing
metaphor but a looming crisis. Increasingly, teachers observe shrinking attention spans, heightened
restlessness, and an erosion of the ability to engage in deep, sustained thinking. The modern student,
equipped with limitless access to information, is paradoxically losing the capacity to grapple with it
meaningfully. When the brain becomes accustomed to the quick bursts of dopamine offered by fast-
paced media, slower, more reflective tasks-reading, writing, analytical reasoning-begin to feel
burdensome. The very foundation of real learning is compromised. The signs are subtle yet
unmistakable. A student sits in class, eyes fixed on the teacher, but their attention flickers. A phantom
notification tugs at their mind; an impulse to check a device momentarily derails focus. This mental
hopping mirrors popcorn in motion-bright, brief, and directionless. What suffers in the process is not
merely academic performance, but the deeper capacities that shape intellectual maturity: critical
thinking, creativity, emotional steadiness, and the ability to connect ideas in meaningful ways.
Reflection, that slow and steady cultivator of insight, becomes a rarity.

Teachers now carry a dual mandate: to deliver curriculum content and to rebuild the cognitive stamina
necessary to absorb it. It is a daunting task almost like teaching a child to find stillness while surrounded
by whirlpools of distraction. Yet it is not an impossible one. Recognising that Popcorn Brain is a cultural
construct not a personal failing is the first step. Our digital environment is designed to hook, stimulate,
and fragment; young learners are simply responding to the architecture around them. The solution,
therefore, is not to reject technology but to reintroduce balance. Classrooms can become places where
deliberate pauses are woven into the learning fabric. Slow reading exercises, device-free discussions,
and moments of reflection can act as anchors.

Teachers can cultivate an atmosphere where depth is celebrated over speed, where observation
matters as much as reaction. Simple routines-journalling, mindful breathing, silent thinking-can gently
retrain wandering minds. Parents, too, play a pivotal role. Children absorb what they see, not what they
are told. A home where conversation, play, and unstructured time coexist with digital tools helps
restore natural rhythms of attention. The partnership between school and family is essential to
recalibrating young minds. The broader education system must recognise this phenomenon as a silent
disruptor of learning outcomes. As curricula grow more rigorous, attention has become a critically
limited resource, making investment in executive function, emotional regulation and digital discipline
urgent. Without intervention, Popcorn Brain will continue to fragment focus across classrooms,
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undermining deep engagement and sustained understanding that are essential for shaping thoughtful,

purposeful thinkers. \[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb.
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10.

11.

12.

Vocabulary
13.

Confront (verb) — face, tackle, address, deal
with, meet HTHAT hadT

Popcorn brain (noun) — A state of mind
characterized by short, sporadic attention and

overstimulation from digital media. giqehie]
SeT (€T T 31aE)

Relentless (adjective) — constant, unceasing,

persistent, unremitting, incessant IGEGES

Era (noun) — period, age, time, epoch,

generation E_I?T

Scarce (adjective) —rare, limited, sparse,

insufficient, uncommon %?fl'ﬂ

Dawn (noun) — daybreak, sunrise, morning,
first light T

Insistence (noun) — persistence, urgency,

determination, tenacity, pressure 3Tdg

Siren (noun) — alarm, warning signal, alert,

beacon ATAIA

In bursts (phrase) — in short, intense spurts;

intermittently. E?ﬂﬁ H

Captivate (Verb) — fascinate, enthrall,
mesmerize, enchant, charm H’I’%FTERFIT

Cognitive stimulation (noun) — mental activity,
brain engagement, intellectual challenge

TATATHS IoTall

Diagnosis (noun) — identification, analysis,

detection, assessment, finding GG

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Vividly (adverb) — clearly, strikingly,
graphically, brightly, powerfully oild &9 &

Crave (verb) — desire, long for, yearn for,

hunger for, pine for dTd STHT AT

Rapid (adjective) — quick, fast, swift, speedy,

brisk drg

Kernel (noun) — core, seed, essence, heart,

nucleus GIT/AN

Unpredictably (adverb) — erratically, randomly,
capriciously, inconsistently VAT T

Metaphor (noun) — analogy, symbol, figure of

speech, image, trope ®9ch

Looming (adjective) — impending, approaching,

threatening, imminent, brewing 31THooT

Shrinking (adjective) — decreasing, declining,
diminishing, reducing, contracting ﬁlsﬁ(ﬂ'g'}ﬁ

Attention span (noun) — focus duration,
concentration period, ability to pay attention

€qTeT 37aTer

Heightened (adjective) — increased, intensified,

elevated, enhanced, amplified aT:.Fr'gG-]T

Restlessness (noun) — agitation, fidgetiness,

unease, impatience, nervousness ST

Erosion (noun) — gradual destruction, wearing
away, deterioration, decline, undermining

&oT

Sustained (adjective) — continuous, prolonged,

maintained, steady, persistent IGEGEY
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26. Equip (with) (verb) — provide, furnish, supply,
outfit, arm o AT

27. Paradoxically (adverb) — contradictorily,
ironically, unexpectedly, illogically TaRTems T

@.

28. Grapple (with) (verb) — struggle, contend,
wrestle, deal with, tackle SEol

29. Accustom (to) (verb) — habituate, familiarize,

adapt, adjust, condition 3TET FATAT

30. Dopamine (noun) — A neurotransmitter
associated with pleasure and reward.

SIITHATST

31. Fast-paced (adjective) — rapid, speedy, hectic,

brisk, hurried ?lTTT EIGED]

32. Reflective (adjective) — thoughtful,
contemplative, meditative, introspective,

pensive fidsTeflTer

33. Burdensome (adjective) — onerous, heavy,

troublesome, arduous, taxing Eﬂ'@ﬁ

34. Compromise (verb) — weaken, undermine,

jeopardize, impair, diminish AR HIAT

35. Subtle (adjective) — slight, delicate, nuanced,
understated, faint &

36. Flicker (noun) — brief fluctuation, glimmer,

spark, flash, waver ferafeAge

37. Phantom (noun) — ghost, illusion, specter,

figment, hallucination IH

38. Tug (verb) — pull, jerk, draw, yank, haul Gia=T

39. Momentarily (adverb) — briefly, temporarily,
fleetingly, for a moment &70T X & foIT

40. Derail (verb) — disrupt, throw off, sidetrack,
divert, hinder Taaford s¢aT

41. Mirror (verb) —reflect, imitate, echo, copy,

emulate Tafafad LT

42. Merely (adverb) — only, just, simply, purely,
solely FHad

43. Intellectual (adjective) — mental, cognitive,

cerebral, rational, academic a’ra{@as

44. Critical thinking (noun) — analytical reasoning,
logical analysis, evaluative thought

ATerddTcH S dsd

45. Steadiness (noun) — stability, consistency,

constancy, composure, balance T&Tar

46. Reflection (noun) — thought, contemplation,

consideration, meditation, introspection EGG

47. Steady (adjective) — constant, stable, regular,

unwavering, firm T

48. Cultivator (noun) — nurturer, promoter,

developer, grower, fosterer EINE

49. Mandate (noun) — responsibility, duty,

mission, charge, directive IS e AR

50. Curriculum (noun) — syllabus, course of study,

program, educational plan 9TodshHA

51. Cognitive stamina (noun) — mental endurance,

thinking endurance, focus stamina TATATCHS
ggAufad
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

Daunting (adjective) — intimidating,
formidable, challenging, overwhelming,

discouraging ifﬁ?—ﬂ'ﬂ?‘f

Whirlpool (noun) — vortex, maelstrom, swirl,

eddy, turbulence X

Hook (verb) — captivate, addict, ensnare,
attract, grab 3R INT LT

Stimulate (verb) — excite, arouse, incite,

provoke, energize 3 fold LT

Architecture (noun) — structure, framework,

design, system, construction =T

Deliberate (adjective) — intentional,
purposeful, conscious, calculated, planned

HIT-HAST

Weave into something fabric (phrase) —
integrate, incorporate, blend, intertwine,

embed fI'EIQ?-IHT

Cultivate (verb) — nurture, foster, develop,

promote, encourage Ta&hAd HIT

Mindful (adjective) — aware, conscious,
attentive, careful, heedful Tad

Pivotal (adjective) — crucial, vital, central, key,

essential [0

Coexist (verb) — exist together, live side by
side, occur simultaneously Tg-3f&dca

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

Essential (adjective) — crucial, vital,
indispensable, necessary, fundamental

TR

Recalibrate (verb) — adjust, reset, realign,

modify, fine-tune JedTSTeT el

Phenomenon (noun) — occurrence, event, fact,

trend, spectacle gcaT

Disruptor (noun) — disturber, interrupter,
agitator, troublemaker, game-changer

ICIZEEIECT

Curricula (noun) — courses of study, syllabi,

educational programs, learning plans YTodshH
(ag?ﬁ?r)

Rigorous (adjective) — strict, stringent,

demanding, tough, thorough &R

Undermine (verb) — weaken, sabotage,
subvert, erode, compromise H'TH\—rﬂ'\"EI-T{FlT

Engagement (noun) — involvement,
participation, attention, commitment,

interaction cIEddr

Sustained (adjective) — prolonged, continuous,

maintained, enduring, persistent eldITdIX

Thoughtful (adjective) — considerate,
reflective, prudent, careful, deliberate

gl
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
In the digital age, constant stimulation has made silence and deep focus scarce.

"Popcorn Brain Syndrome" describes minds conditioned to crave rapid, high-intensity digital input.
It is a behavioral pattern, not a medical diagnosis, but a growing reality in education.
Teachers observe shrinking attention spans, restlessness, and a decline in deep, sustained thinking.

Students, despite having limitless information, are losing the capacity for meaningful engagement with
it.

The brain's reward system adapts to quick digital dopamine bursts, making slower tasks feel
burdensome.

Subtle signs include flickering attention and phantom urges to check devices during class.
This harms critical thinking, creativity, emotional steadiness, and the ability to connect ideas.
Reflection, essential for insight, is becoming rare.

Educators now have a dual mandate: teach curriculum and rebuild cognitive stamina.

The first step is recognizing Popcorn Brain as a cultural construct, not a personal failing.

Solutions require balance, not rejecting technology: deliberate pauses, slow reading, device-free
discussions, and reflection in classrooms.

Teachers and parents must model and celebrate depth over speed through routines like journaling and
mindful breathing.

The broader education system must treat this as a silent disruptor and invest in executive function and
digital discipline.

Without intervention, Popcorn Brain will undermine the deep engagement needed to shape
thoughtful, purposeful thinkers.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. According to the passage, what is the primary educational consequence of Popcorn Brain
Syndrome? \[Editorial page]|
A. Students develop a strong dislike for all technology use in classrooms.
B. Students lose the capacity for deep, reflective thinking needed for learning.
C. Teachers are forced to abandon traditional subjects like reading and writing.
D. Schools must completely eliminate digital tools from their teaching methods.

2. The passage suggests that an effective response by teachers to Popcorn Brain Syndrome
involves:
A. Increasing the speed and intensity of lessons to match digital stimulation.
B. Blaming students for their personal lack of focus and discipline.
C. Weaving deliberate pauses and reflective practices into the classroom.
D. Focusing solely on delivering curriculum content more efficiently.

3. What role does the passage ascribe to parents in addressing Popcorn Brain Syndrome?
A. Parents should strictly monitor and limit all screen time to a few minutes daily.
B. Parents must model balanced behavior by valuing conversation and unstructured time.
C. Parents are responsible for teaching the school's entire digital literacy curriculum.
D. Parents need to advocate for the complete removal of technology from schools.

4. Based on the passage, which of the following is most likely to be true about "executive
function" in the context of combating Popcorn Brain Syndrome?
A. It is an innate skill that cannot be taught or improved through classroom interventions.
B. It refers to the brain's ability to quickly switch between multiple digital content sources.
C. It is a cognitive system that must be strengthened to manage attention and regulate
impulses.
D. It is developed primarily by increasing the consumption of fast-paced educational media.
5. What can be reasonably inferred about the author's view on the relationship between
technology and learning?
A. Technology is an unambiguously harmful force that must be removed to restore genuine

education.

B. Technology and deep learning are fundamentally incompatible and cannot coexist in a
classroom.

C. Technology is a neutral tool whose impact depends on how it is balanced with reflective
practices.

D. Technology is the primary solution for re-engaging students with shortened attention spans.
6. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.

Carry weight with

A. Argue without any facts

B. Forget promises very easily

C. Delay actions without cause

D. Influence someone strongly
7. Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the

correct order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.
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a. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s full Union Budget speech outlined India’s plan
to become an economic powerhouse or the vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047, with a continued
focus on the four major categories of the population, i.e., the poor, women, youth, and
farmers.
b. There is an emphasis on addressing immediate needs such as employment, skilling, and a
focus on micro, small and medium enterprises and the middle class, with a specific focus on
thematic domains that include agriculture, urban development and energy security.
c. Overall allocation for children is €1,09,921 crore, which marks a 5.5% increase from the
previous year; 77.3% of the child Budget is allocated to education.
d. The overall fiscal outlay in the Union Budget 2024-25 (Budget Estimate — BE) stands at
%4,820,512 crore, an increase of 7% over the 2023-24 (BE) and 7.3% over 2023-24 (Revised
Estimate — RE).
A.d, b, a,c
B.c,a,b,d
C.b,c,d,a
D.c,b,a,d

8. Choose the correct one-word substitute for: ‘A place where weapons and military equipment
are stored.’
A. Stadium
B. Arsenal
C. Temple
D. Hostel

9. Select the most appropriate meaning of the phrase “Take a stab at.”
A. To attempt something
B. To retract a statement
C. To consolidate gains
D. To abnegate responsibility

10. Identify the incorrectly spelled word.
A. Diminish
B. Consistantly
C. Capacity
D. Abundant

11. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Mighty
A. Feeble
B. Torrential
C. Lucid
D. Arcane
12. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Shoddy
A. Exemplary
B. Nebulous
C. Trivial
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13.

14.

15

16.

D. Mutable

Some sentences are given below. While the first and the last sentences (1 and 2) are in the
correct order, the sentences in between are jumbled up. Arrange the sentences in the
correct order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.

1. On September 20, 2024, Justice A.S. Chandurkar of the Bombay High Court broke a tie that
emanated out of a previously split verdict and delivered a ruling in defence of the right to free
speech.

A. This law, had it been allowed to stand, would have given the Union government an
Orwellian carte blanche to decide for us how any news about its operations ought to be
carried on the Internet.

B. He declared unconstitutional an amendment made to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (IT Rules).

C. The provision in question, Rule 3(1)(b)(v), casts an onerous obligation on intermediaries —
companies that facilitate the use of the Internet, ranging from our service providers to social
media platforms.

D. If the Union government’s “Fact Check Unit” (FCU), which had been created under the
amendment, identified any reporting on the government’s business as fake, false, or
misleading, intermediaries were required to make reasonable efforts not to host, display,
upload, or publish such information.

2. Should they choose to ignore a directive they stood to lose their “safe harbour” — an
immunity from liability which is integral to the design of the Information Technology (IT) Act,
2000 and the protections it offers both to businesses and to the larger public’s right to free
expression.

A. BADC

B. BACD

C. BCDA

D. BCAD

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Parity.”

A. Apotheosis

B. Hinterland

C. Equivalence

D. Reprisal

. Choose the correctly spelled word meaning “irregularity.”

A. Anamolly

B. Anomally

C. Anomaly

D. Anomely

Identify the part of the sentence which has an error:

The witness dares not to speak against the influential politician / fearing that his family might
be in danger / if he revealed any sensitive information / to the press.
A. The witness dares not to speak against the influential politician

B. fearing that his family might be in danger

C. if he revealed any sensitive information

D. to the press
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17.

18

19.

20.

Choose the correct one-word substitute for: ‘A person who is obsessed with himself and his
own appearance.’

A. Patriot

B. Narcissist

C. Athlete

D. Mentor

. Q.Identify the error in the number of sentences given below and select the option which

shows how many sentences are incorrect. If all sentences are correct, then select option (D),
All are correct.

(i) More than thirty lakh people were inoculated against COVID-19 on March 15th.

(ii) LIC was found on September 1, 1956 via the Life Insurance Corporation Act.

(iii) Full many a flower are born to blush unseen.

(iv) I shall be glad to help every one of my boys in their studies.

A.3

B.2

C.4

D. All are correct

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the given word.

Impersonation

A. Malaise

B. Renunciation

C. Tenacity

D. Mimicry

Sentences of a paragraph are given below in jumbled order. Arrange the sentences in the
correct order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.

P. lknew they were heading towards the finishing line of life’s race,

Q. but | did not foresee the race ending so soon

R. Two deaths in two weeks — first, my father and second, a close colleague — made me
ponder the last rites of passage of humans

S. My father was 85, and the colleague was in his late 50s

A. RSPQ

B. SPRQ

C. SRPQ

D. RQPS

Comprehension:

In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

India’s criminal justice landscape is undergoing a (1) transformation with the
enactment of three new laws: the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), replacing the colonial-
era IPC, CrPC, and Evidence Act respectively. These laws aim to modernize legal procedures,
infuse (2) into investigations, and uphold citizens’ rights more robustly. Critics,
however, argue that the transition may lead to (3) ____injudicial processes due to lack
of preparedness and ambiguity in interpretation. Proponents believe that the reforms
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represent a progressive shift from (4) colonial statutes to justice-oriented legal

principles. Effective implementation, they suggest, will depend heavily on (5)

administrative capacity and the sensitization of legal personnel with the new framework.
21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.

A.incremental

B. perfunctory

C. paradigmatic

D. retrograde

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. efficiency
B. opacity
C. drudgery
D. lethargy
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. clarity
B. disruption
C. synchronicity
D. expedience
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. regressive
B. tokenistic
C. punitive
D. symbolic
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5.
A.in
B. from
C.to
D.on
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Answers
1. B 2.C 3B 4.C 5. 6D 7.B 8B 9. A 10.B 11.A 12A
13.B 14C 15.C 16.A 17B 18A 19D 20.A 21.C 22A 23B 24.C
25.D [Practice Exercise]|

Explanations

1. B) Students lose the capacity for deep, reflective thinking needed for learning.

The passage directly states that the syndrome erodes the ability for "deep, sustained thinking"
and that "the very foundation of real learning is compromised." The other options are
incorrect as the passage argues for balance, not elimination, of technology and does not
suggest abandoning core subjects.

2. C) Weaving deliberate pauses and reflective practices into the classroom.

The passage explicitly proposes solutions like "deliberate pauses,"” "slow reading exercises,"
and "silent thinking" to retrain attention. Option A contradicts the recommended approach of
celebrating depth over speed. Option B is rejected as the passage calls it a "cultural construct,
not a personal failing." Option D is identified as only half of the "dual mandate," lacking the
needed focus on rebuilding cognitive stamina.

3. B) Parents must model balanced behavior by valuing conversation and unstructured time.
The passage states, "Children absorb what they see," and recommends a home where
conversation and play coexist with digital tools. The other options are incorrect because they
suggest extreme measures (A & D) or an unreasonable shifting of school responsibility to
parents (C), which are not supported by the text's call for partnership and balance.

4. C) Itis a cognitive system that must be strengthened to manage attention and regulate
impulses.

The passage states that "investment in executive function, emotional regulation and digital
discipline [is] urgent" to address attention as a limited resource. This directly implies executive
function involves managing focus and self-control. Options A and D contradict the passage's
call for active intervention and balance. Option B describes a symptom of the problem
(fragmented attention), not the solution.

5. C) Technology is a neutral tool whose impact depends on how it is balanced with reflective
practices.

The author argues the solution is "not to reject technology but to reintroduce balance" and to
create classrooms that celebrate depth. This implies technology itself isn't the enemy; its
unchecked use is. Options A and B are too extreme and contradict the author's explicit call for
balance. Option D is the opposite of the passage's thesis, which identifies rapid-fire technology
as the cause of the problem.

6. D) Carry weight with (idiom) — Influence someone stronglyw U Holdd UHId STl

7. B)c,a,b,d

c: (c) specific detail gdT % & =i & ferg 9 dR & doic | oo o (X1,09,921
W) srdfed foar mar % 3R fUsa I & chblda fop o percentage increase
(5.5%) g3l %I gg paragraphﬁ R 3HTd & ﬁ‘I'Q Th base%
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10.

11

a: (c)aﬁﬁ G4 specific budget allocation Pl I1d BT % 3R (a)tR §uic Dl overview

S 8 fb Soic &1 T 3% 1 § - YRA &I 2047 A Viksit Bharat S|
g I & goic A Fo6HR IX G & FoIC B vision BT &0 HRT ¢
b: (a)ff §olc & overall vision BT TTd B B diq, (b)ﬁ ddrar g1 % o < vision @I

P P B o gore fopA RE] (employment, skilling, agriculture) UR BIHT B G %I
Eﬂﬁm, (b)ff (a)% fao T Y Ui HA arent specific strategies 3R focus areas BT oIk

forar T B,

d: (d)ﬁ §OIC B total fiscal details 3‘ﬁ? Usa 9 & J;J_,Gbl‘ﬂa fHdT increase gl %,?Ts'
informationﬁpf TI_&F %I gg Ud concluding statement ] dle hlH DhIdl %,\_rﬁ 03
paragraphabzf wrap up PXdl %I Numerical detaiIsBﬁ"\fﬂ end # Eﬁ?ﬂ % Hifes o
summarize Bl g [P U8d QU T T points BT Fd Folc TR T 3R US &7 ¢
Explanation in English:

e (c)is placed first because it introduces a specific allocation for children in the Union
Budget and mentions the numerical value (X1,09,921 crore) and percentage increase
(5.5%). This forms a foundational detail about the budget.

e Jlogically follows (c) as it broadens the context to the entire Union Budget speech and
explains the broader vision of India as an economic powerhouse by 2047. It provides a
holistic overview of the budget’s focus, connecting well with the initial point made in
(c).

e comes after (a) because it delves into specific themes mentioned in the budget speech,
such as employment, skilling, and sectoral focuses like agriculture and energy security.
This sentence acts as a bridge between the general overview in (a) and the more
detailed financial aspects covered in (d).

e is placed last because it provides fiscal details (34,820,512 crore) for the Union Budget
2024-25 and comparisons with the previous year. This numerical and comparative
information fits better at the end of the paragraph, after the thematic and categorical
points have been made.

B) Arsenal — A place where weapons and ammunition are stored {IRANTIR

e Stadium — A sports arena @?1' 'aa"l:f

e Temple — A place of worship II'@T

¢ Hostel — Accommodation for students or workers DTATATH

A) Take a stab at (phrase) — to attempt or try to do something; HIRAY BT

Meaning: To attempt something (verb phrase) — YT -l / HIRAY B

e Retract (verb) —to withdraw a statement.
e Consolidate (verb) —to combine into a single whole.
e Abnegate (verb) —to renounce or reject; URART B

B) Consistantly — Incorrect spelling
Correct spelling: Consistently

. A) Mighty (adjective) — Powerful, strong, dominant, formidable. RICSEU]

Antonym: Feeble (adjective) — Weak, lacking strength. HHR
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12.

13.

e Torrential (adjective) — Heavy and intense (especially rain). HHTUR
¢ Lucid (adjective) — Clear, easy to understand. ¥J¥
¢ Arcane (adjective) — Mysterious, known by few. Xg ¥JHY

A) Shoddy (adjective) — Poorly made, inferior, substandard. gfear

Antonym: Exemplary (adjective) — Outstanding, serving as a desirable model. 3&h¥ / 31|33i
¢ Nebulous — Vague, unclear. 3Ty

e Trivial — Unimportant. Ao
. Mutable—ChangeabIe.qﬂa?ﬁQﬂa

B) 1BACD2

1: (1) paragraphﬁ introduction%r S SdTe % & Justice A.S. Chandurkar 7 20 fIdaR
2024 BT free speech% JfIPR & Uy H Haar faani gg starting statement% S gedT
@1 context 4T § R AT § fF I8 e frow J&fda g1

B: (B) directly(l)ﬁ connect% Hifh gg ddIdl % & mdig 3 o9 3 CAGG Gal|
unconstitutional GIfSd fasar| Eﬂ'ﬁf Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 T I %I (l)ff %Q M THad &l Y Hdl %,
e o5 T | omar ® 5 g fvfa fow &rm &) srfdue @ifta &R @1 B
A: (A) SATT 8 % SR I8 T AN 81 O], o S9HI T YHIG gidT| I8 Hedl o
f& Union Government &1 Udh Orwellian carte blanche (EI'IT-F[ éceﬁc R TR & FABEd
IR DI Gl ge) B St (8) T 59 HFH $t 919 81 W o, 3R 98 ] 8§
SITaT ol 96T T URUMH BidTl $9fiT, (A), (B) Pl 3R faWR I IH=iar § 3R I9&
G 3T B

C: (C)ﬁ mention%r b gg PIA (Rule 3(1)(b)(v)) intermediaries (a'{?f éCQ:IC JaT Uard
3R Oxra Hifear @E’Eﬁ'@f) R Th YR feRt (onerous obligation) STeTdl %I gg
statement (A)ff ol T|§ fUTT BT technical detaila?ﬂ %,ﬁ? Y DI & ded
intermediariesaﬁ fog drg ﬁ XD R & ﬁ%&ﬁ DT UTdd dhAl aTITI sﬂﬁ*l'q, (Q), (A)%
§1G 37T gl

D: (D) odTdTl % f& Fact Check Unit (FCU),\_rﬁ o amendment & ded o411 g1 W,ﬁ
HTH B gg Zl;ﬁ_c’ MR ot ﬁ'cnﬁ"'[ Gl fake, false, Ul misleading HI-dI %,?‘ﬁ
intermediaries ®1 98 THBRI host, display, upload 9l publish B AP EﬂTITI qg

()" §ATT T 9T BT implementation & BRI, I8 THITAT g1 FIIT, (D), (C) P
q% ATl g

2:(2) Uh concluding statement %,\_rﬁ CRIGI % f& SRR intermediaries TRPR &H ﬁé?”
Pl 3] Ob?i‘\l,?ﬁ \5% safe harbour immunity (\_rh IT Act, 2000 <& Tl_sc gl %) AT
U Iohdl gl

Explanation in English

1 is first because it introduces the context of the event and judgment.

e B comes after because it specifies which law was ruled unconstitutional.

A follows B as it explains the consequences of the law if it had been enforced.

e Ccomes after A as it elaborates on the specific rule and its burden on intermediaries.
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e D follows C as it discusses the implementation mechanism (Fact Check Unit) under the
rule.

e 2is last because it provides a final summary and conclusion about the potential loss of
immunity for intermediaries.

14. C) Parity (noun) — equality, equivalence, equal treatment; JHIdI.

15.
16.

17.

18.

Synonym: Equivalence (noun) — the state of being equal or interchangeable in value, measure,
or meaning; JHTdI.
e Apotheosis (noun) — elevation to divine status or perfect example.
¢ Hinterland (noun) — remote area; backcountry.
e Reprisal (noun) — retaliation, counterattack.
C) The correct spelling is “Anomaly,” which means irregularity, deviation, oddity. fogmfa
A) ‘dares not to speak’ TIcid % Fifs Sd dare AT need & §IG not 3ATdT %?‘ﬁ g modal
auxiliaryaﬁ e TR @T‘IT % 3'?[? W dlg bare infinitive (PGF'H 'to') HIdI %I ?I—sof EﬁTIT
— dare not speak|
v/ He dare not speak the truth.
“Dares not to speak” is wrong because when dare or need is followed by not, it behaves as a
modal auxiliary and is followed by a bare infinitive (without 'to'). The correct form is dare not
speak.
v/ He dare not speak the truth.
B) Narcissist — A person with excessive self-love and self-admiration SITHHY fad
e Patriot — One who loves his country ST
¢ Athlete — A person trained in sports @F‘I'I?ﬁ
« Mentor — A wise adviser AVIGRI®
A)3
(i) More than thirty lakh people were inoculated against COVID-19 on March 15th.
Correct
Passive past form “were inoculated” + finished time “on March 15th” ﬂﬁ %; qI WIS
3R AHU: 31F &l
¢ Simple Past passive with a specific past date is correct.
(i) LIC was found on September 1, 1956 via the Life Insurance Corporation Act.
Correction: LIC was founded on September 1, 1956 under the Life Insurance Corporation Act.

Solution) “found’ (q'FlT/'@nTFHT) '_‘lTSQf, founded (RIT@FT ﬁv_fﬂ) ElT%'Q; T3 & 1%111
found/founded TAINT BIAT B. “via” & RIM W NYARS under/by T &

¢ Use founded for establishing institutions; prefer under/by an Act.

(iii) Full many a flower are born to blush unseen.

Correction: Full many a flower is born to blush unseen.

Solution) “many a + singular noun” Ca singular verb ZlT%'Q; swi%nq is ﬂ_t?f %I

® Rule: many a + N (sg.) = verb (sg.).

(iv) I shall be glad to help every one of my boys in their studies.

Correction (formal/exam): | shall be glad to help every one of my boys in his studies.
Alternative (make both plural): | shall be glad to help all my boys in their studies.
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19.

20.

21.

Solution) “every/every one” Udhdd-d HId <l %, 2gfau singular pronoun (his/her) o
GITW TN | singular they IaIdl %,EIT WRIY-AFD | his UG %I

¢ With every/every one, use a singular pronoun in formal grammar.

D) Impersonation (noun) — Pretending to be someone else; fraud. PIRESL Y|

Synonym: Mimicry (noun) — Copying someone’s voice/action. ¢l

* Tenacity (noun) — Persistence. €adl

¢ Renunciation (noun) — Giving up. AN

¢ Malaise (noun) — Discomfort. IR

A) RSPQ

R: Paragraphﬁ R[> 3T RY Eﬁ?ﬁ %,a@l% Yo A W'J-f (context)ﬁ UXJd hdl %—
speakerﬁﬁ?ﬁ%@ﬁﬁ@ﬂ%@ﬁ%ﬁ@é—mmmGﬁTﬁT{W
CRIE]] m’fﬁl qg sentenceq\% paragraph @I HIdATH®P (emotional) 3R feideh

(reflective) TR JT HdT gl

5:3b §I¢ S 3T g, Sl ol afeadl & I9 & IR A Faidl g1 A@d BT fUdl 85
I BT UT 3R Tgalt B IH 50P cH & 3id H il Tg sentence RH T T3

information @1 expend PXdl %
P:WWP&W%,Gﬁm%%speakerﬁwmﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁﬂWﬁ

S (life’s race) & Sifaw TRUT & | g8 WY sH A8 T8 IH P! THAGRT I Sl
gl

Q: End § Q HIdTl %,Gﬁ speakerﬁ HIgATH® Ulafchar (emotional reaction)ﬁ dd
B § fb IBMA a1 Oed] 39 GIS & TH g I IIG Tl BT R
Explanation in English:

e R:The paragraph starts with R as it introduces the main context: the speaker reflects
on two deaths in two weeks—first, the speaker's father and then a close colleague.

e S:Sfollows R, providing additional details about the ages of the deceased individuals.
The father was 85 years old, and the colleague was in his late 50s. This sentence builds
upon the context established in R by giving more information about the two
individuals.

e P:Plogically comes after S, as it expresses the speaker’s awareness that both
individuals were approaching the finishing line of life’s race due to their advanced age.
This thought links directly to the details about their ages in S.

e Q: Qconcludes the paragraph, adding that the speaker did not foresee the race of life
ending so soon. This statement reflects the speaker’s emotional reaction to the
unexpected nature of these deaths and serves as a reflective conclusion to the
paragraph.

C) 'Paradigmatic' I useEﬁTIT Fifs D] 3ref S\Idl % Uh e a1 7-|TI§[ &% ¥U H
URTd | passage § /T T 8 fb HRA &1 MR UG @9 U ds dedd I
oY el %,Gﬁ colonial-era @ d)li-l\l' &I dgcichy AU ﬁ@ﬂ?ﬁ R 3TYTRT %,s;rf?«m
'paradigmatic'qﬁ ﬂ?{ %I SEfP 'Incremental' BT 3 % - Eﬂe[ Gl tlﬁ_clﬁzf,
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'Perfunctory' I 3rf % for 3l T M %q fooar T hIH, 3R 'Retrograde’ DI 3rf %
fﬁ@@,T _gr&ﬂ,Gﬁ BRI context & ﬂgbf 7'|_6°[ %I
e 'Paradigmatic' will be used because it means a fundamental or model change. The
passage mentions that India's criminal justice system is undergoing a major
transformation by replacing colonial-era laws with new principles, making
'paradigmatic’ fitting here. Whereas, 'Incremental' means gradual change,
'Perfunctory' means done without proper attention, and 'Retrograde' means
backward, which don't fit in this context.

22. A) 'Efficiency' DI useEﬁTlT Hife "efficiency" T arf G\Idl % HIT Bl NEIRS 3R JYTaT
1 T B passageﬁ mention f&aT T % o U PIT legal proceduresﬁ
modernize D[ Eﬂ%ﬁ % G?IT investigationsﬁ JYUR -1 %n%?r %,sm%m 'efficiency"CIE\Ty
ﬂngf %‘I NEIGY 'Opacity' @[ 3ref % YT, 'Drudgery' &Il 3 % IR Eh_l'ﬁf, GhT
'Lethargy' I 3ref % W,Gﬁ 4 context & FI@DI 7‘|€[ %I

e 'Efficiency' will be used because it means performing tasks smoothly and effectively.
The passage mentions that the new laws aim to modernize legal procedures and
improve investigations, making 'efficiency' fitting here. Whereas, 'Opacity' means lack
of clarity, 'Drudgery' means tedious work, and 'Lethargy' means sluggishness, which
don't fit in this context.

23. B) 'Disruption’ ] useEﬁTIT i "disruption" T 3f Eﬁ?ﬂ % fedt ufsear # Swrae a1
S{dRT aEU E»PF'!TI passageﬁ mention f&aT T %’ & critics BT AT % & By Wﬂfﬁ
& transition I judicial processesﬁ S{AIRT 63f THhdt %Wﬁ‘ﬂ 'disruption'HETw Hépf %I
Sdfdh 'Clarity' oI 3rf % Y, 'Synchronicity' ®I 3rf % W‘%‘IWT, 3R 'Expedience’
&1 3 % ﬁ%‘iﬂ gl F‘IT'J-[,\_SP[ Y context & ﬂﬁ 7‘|€f %I

e 'Disruption' will be used because it means an interruption or disturbance in a process.
The passage mentions that critics argue the transition may cause disturbances in
judicial processes, making 'disruption' correct here. Whereas, 'Clarity' means clearness,
'Synchronicity' means simultaneous occurrence, and 'Expedience' means convenience
or advantage, which do not fit in this context.

24. C) 'Punitive' [ useEﬂTIT Hiife "punitive" DI 3f G\Idl % ¢STHD T ol éer drddr|
passage § mention fabdT T g fo u CabG! colonial-era &GS Obl'j;l\l' |
progressive shift 1 E'QT% %,3141%111 'punitive'qgsf ﬂ%bf %I NEIEE 'regressive' Pl 3ref %
My & R oH dTdl, 'tokenistic' T 3rf % ﬁ@ﬁ_cpf, BﬁT 'symbolic' DT 3rf %
Q?ﬂEh_W,Gﬁ BRI context & w 7'@3[ %I

e 'Punitive' will be used because it means "relating to punishment or retribution." The
passage mentions that the reforms represent a shift from colonial-era punitive
statutes to justice-oriented principles, making 'punitive’ fitting here. Whereas,
'regressive' means moving backward, 'tokenistic' implies superficiality, and 'symbolic'
means representative, which don't fit in this context. 'Punitive' is an adjective

describing the nature of colonial statutes (W), which aligns with the contrast to
"justice-oriented principles."
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25.D) 'On' dT use é|‘|l i "depend on" Ud fixed prepositional phrase% forgepr o @W
% R HT"| sentence § mention fosdT T % f& effective implementation ¢ W:Eﬁ

B Jmadl "R HEN" administrative capacityG?Rf legal personnela3 sensitization UR,
sﬂﬁm 'on'qﬁ Hé)[ %I NEIED 'in', 'from’, 3R 'to' 9 context H grammaticallyincorrect%
Hife a "depend" ® Ty ﬂﬁ preposition:lﬁ %'I
e 'On'will be used because "depend on" is a fixed prepositional phrase meaning R
HIAM". The sentence mentions that effective implementation of the new laws will

"depend on" administrative capacity and sensitization of legal personnel, making 'on
correct here. Whereas 'in', 'from', and 'to' are grammatically incorrect in this context
as they are not the right prepositions to pair with "depend".
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