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The middle path: On the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme
The Assured Pension Scheme of T.N. is a good compromise

By formulating the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme (TAPS), the DMK government has done its
best to resist the temptation of returning to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) for its employees. It has
sought to strike a middle path in its implementation of a key electoral promise made before the 2021
Assembly election and the need for fiscal prudence. Apart from nearly two lakh employees under the

OPS, there are around six lakh government staff under the Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS) since
April 2003. It is this section that has been urging the DMK to fulfil its electoral assurance — OPS
restoration. The new scheme, which blends the OPS and the Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) that is in
force for central government staff for the last one year, assures pensioners 50% of the last drawn pay,
while retaining the element of employees’ contribution — a feature common to the CPS and UPS. One
can make out that the basis for the determination of the pension — 50% of the last drawn pay in the
last month of service — and the provision of a minimum assured payout, regardless of the duration
of service, are in favour of the employees. Death-cum-retirement gratuity, an OPS feature, has been
included.

The announcement has been made just before the Assembly poll in April-May. There has also been a
debate on the State’s outstanding debt — around 26.1% of GSDP, a ratio that has been declining over
the last five years though not to the pre-COVID-19 pandemic level of around 21.5%. Besides, at least
till 2033, when the last set of government staff covered under the OPS is expected to retire, the State
government will have to provide for the retirement of OPS staff as well as its share of contribution for
TAPS employees. The current financial year has not been very encouraging in terms of growth rate in
the State’s Own Tax Revenue (SOTR), which generally accounts for about two-thirds of Tamil Nadu’s
revenue receipts. In the first half (April-September) of the current year, the SOTR’s growth rate was
3.94% over the receipts in the corresponding period of the previous year, against the projected
22.6%. The State has its fingers crossed over the likely impact of the restructuring of GST (from

I"

September 22) on its finances. After the “successful” Bihar example where the ruling dispensation
handed out election-eve doles, the managers of State finances now have limited space to counter any
pressure from their political bosses to spend more. The employees should understand the
circumstances in which the announcement has been made. The main factor against the OPS is the
feature of pension reset with the implementation of recommendations of every Pay Commission.
Though the principal Opposition party, the AIADMK, has pulled up the DMK for not having lived up to
the poll promise, it has not promised to restore the OPS if it wins the Assembly poll. It appears that

the leadership of the two Dravidian majors understand that the State should not be pushed into a

perilous financial position. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Have one’s fingers crossed (phrase) — hoping for good luck or a positive outcome
e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

Vocabulary
13.

Formulate (verb) — devise, prepare,

develop, frame, conceive STl

Resist (verb) — withstand, oppose, defy,
refrain, counteract Uehadl

Temptation (noun) — lure, enticement,

impulse, attraction, bait T

Seek (verb) — endeavor, strive, attempt,
try, aspire YATH hlaT

Strike (verb) — achieve, reach, attain,
establish, effect TTESl AT / FATeAT

Key electoral (adjective) — relating to a
very important or crucial part of an

election FTT FoIrdT

Fiscal prudence (noun) —the act of
managing government finances in a careful

and wise manner facdlT THSTGRY

Urge (verb) — pressure, exhort, prompt,
egg on, implore 313§ T

Assurance (noun) — guarantee, promise,

pledge, vow, commitment JTATHT

Restoration (noun) — reinstatement,

renewal, recovery, revival, return EI?'IT»?T

Blend (verb) — combine, merge, fuse,
mingle, integrate GENETG

In force (phrase) — in operation or in effect

oA gl

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

21.

22.

23.

Assure (verb) — guarantee, ensure,
warrant, certify, promise WHWT

Make out (phrasal verb) — to understand

or discern something with effort GHSIT

Determination (noun) — calculation,
assessment, evaluation, measurement,

appraisal GIEY

Provision (noun) — arrangement, facility,

service, condition, stipulation 9Td€ITe]

Payout (noun) — payment, disbursement,
settlement, dividend, outlay 31?131?[

Regardless of (phrase) — without being
affected by any other factors $r wag

U foar

. In favour of (phrase) — to the advantage of

or supporting someone FUeTH

. Gratuity (noun) — tip, bonus, reward,

bounty, perk 39cTeT (Rer#He 9T [Ae=t
grelY 7T

Debate (noun) — discussion, deliberation,

argument, dispute, contention dgd

Outstanding (adjective) — unpaid,
unsettled, pending, overdue, payable
dh1dT

In terms of (phrase) — with regard to or in

relation to & Tl &
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Account for (phrasal verb) —to form a
particular amount or part of something

Fef fowar gt

Projected (adjective) — estimated,
predicted, expected, forecast, anticipated

ATATAT

S

Likely (adjective) — probable, possible,
expected, anticipated, plausible NG

Restructuring (noun) — reorganization,
rearrangement, overhaul, remodeling,

reshuffle gmﬁa?r

Dispensation (noun) — system, order,

regime, governance, arrangement cId&T

Hand out (phrasal verb) — to distribute or

give something to people TdaRd T

Dole (noun) — handout, benefit, subsidy,

pittance, charity T / TR Ggr—adT

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Counter (verb) — oppose, resist, combat,
neutralize, parry HIHAT hlaT

Reset (with) (noun) — to set or adjust

something again in a new way ﬂ?l:lTQTFID'H:
SIgTEAd Il

Pull up (phrasal verb) — to criticize
someone for their behaviour or actions

hCehIY ol dTaT

Live up to promise (phrase) — to fulfill
expectations or act according to a promise

SFAIGT O ERT 3T

Majors (noun) — leaders, giants, titans, big
players, heavyweights 95 RSGIGED
col)

Perilous (adjective) — dangerous,
hazardous, risky, precarious, treacherous

YdladTeh
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10.

11.
12.

13

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The DMK government has introduced the Tamil Nadu Assured Pension Scheme (TAPS).
TAPS aims to avoid reverting to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) entirely.
The scheme represents a compromise between fiscal prudence and an electoral
promise.
Nearly two lakh employees are still under OPS in Tamil Nadu.
Around six lakh employees have been under the Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS)
since 2003.
CPS employees have been demanding OPS restoration based on the DMK’s electoral
assurance.
TAPS blends features of the OPS and the Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) used by central
government staff.
It assures a pension of 50% of the last drawn pay for government employees.
It retains the feature of employee contribution, as in CPS and UPS.
A minimum assured pension is guaranteed regardless of length of service, favoring
employees.
Death-cum-retirement gratuity, present in OPS, is also included.
The announcement was timed before the Assembly elections.

. Tamil Nadu’s debt stands at around 26.1% of GSDP — higher than pre-COVID levels.
14.

The State faces fiscal stress due to low revenue growth and uncertain GST restructuring
outcomes.

Both major Dravidian parties avoid promising full OPS restoration, recognizing the
financial risk it poses.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. From the passage, what can be inferred about the Tamil Nadu government’s hesitation to
fully return to the Old Pension Scheme (OPS)? |[Editorial page]\
A. It believes OPS provides insufficient benefits to employees.
B. It worries that OPS might strain the State’s financial stability.
C. The Election Commission has prevented the announcement of OPS.
D. OPS has already been discontinued nationwide.
2. What inference can be drawn about the timing of the TAPS announcement?
A. It was announced to comply with a Supreme Court order.
B. It was strategically timed due to electoral considerations.
C. It was delayed because employees opposed the scheme.
D. It was announced after the Opposition demanded clarification.
3. Based on the passage, what can be reasonably inferred about both major Dravidian parties
(DMK and AIADMK)?
A. They are equally committed to fully reinstating the OPS.
B. They both oppose pension reforms for government workers.
C. They realize that restoring OPS fully may harm long-term fiscal health.
D. They have collaborated to introduce a unified pension proposal.
4. What can be inferred about the State’s future financial commitments related to pensions?
A. Pension commitments will sharply decrease within a few years.
B. The State will carry simultaneous pension burdens for more than a decade.
C. Only TAPS pensions will remain after 2025.
D. Pension liabilities will be entirely transferred to the central government.
5. Which inference is most reasonable regarding employees demanding OPS restoration?
A. They view OPS as more advantageous compared to CPS.
B. They are unaware of any pension-related promises made by political parties.
C. They prefer contributions over guaranteed payouts.
D. They believe CPS offers higher retirement security.
6. Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word:
Lassitude
A. Exhaustion
B. Apathy
C. Vigor
D. Lethargy
7. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word:
COGENT
A. Weak
B. Dubious
C. Convincing
D. Unclear
8. Select the correct spelling of a word meaning 'cheerfully optimistic, especially in difficult
times'
A. Sanguine
B. Sangwine
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C. Sanguin
D. Sangueen
9. Choose the correct meaning of idiom:
Won his laurels
A. Achieved distinction or fame
B. Lost everything
C. Changed his opinion
D. Saved money
10. Choose the correct one-word substitution for:
'A loud and confused noise'.
A. Cacophony
B. Soliloquy
C. Racket
D. Roar
11. Choose the correct meaning of idiom:
Came of age
A. Reached adulthood legally or socially
B. Understood morality for the first time
C. Abandoned earlier beliefs
D. Inherited property
12. Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
'One who writes traditional poems'
A. Bard
B. Lyricist
C. Dramatist
D. Essayist
13. Fill in the blank with the right phrasal verb:
The investigation was ____ after new evidence emerged.
A. called off
B. picked up
C. taken up
D. revived up
14. Select the correct option:
The biochemist insisted __ conducting a double-blind trial before publication
A. with
B.on
C.to
D. about
15. Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:
The interns were asked (1)/ to complete the assignment quickly (2)/ and submit it (3)/ with
neat handwriting. (4)/
A. (1)
B. (2)
C.(3)
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

D. (4)
Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:
It was at the summit in Vienna (1)/ where the treaty was officially ratified, (2)/ thereby
bringing to an end (3)/ decades of political uncertainty in the region. (4)
A. (1)
B. (2)
C.(3)
D. (4)
Change the following from active to passive:
They had been negotiating the deal for months.
A. The deal had been negotiating for months.
B. The deal had been being negotiated for months.
C. The deal has been being negotiated for months.
D. The deal was being negotiated for months.
Select the sentence containing the homonym of the highlighted word:
The nobleman received a ceremonial fief from the sovereign.
A. The farmer leased the fief to a local tenant.
B. The law student confused fief with deed transfer.
C. The engineer calibrated the hydraulic fief for flow control.
D. The archives recorded the transfer of fief in Latin.
Rearrange the following sentences to form a coherent paragraph:
1. This phenomenon is often referred to as a "network effect," where the value of a service
increases with the number of its users.
2. Consequently, they tend to dominate their respective markets, leading to the creation of
powerful monopolies or oligopolies.
3. The digital economy has given rise to new business models that rely on the accumulation
of data and the scale of their user base.
4. A prime example is the platform economy, where companies like social media networks
and ride-sharing apps create value by connecting users.
A.2,3,4,1
B.4,1,2,3
C.3,4,1,2
D.1,3,2,4
Rearrange the following sentences in correct order to make a logical passage.
1. This helps prevent nutrient depletion and soil erosion.
2. Crop rotation is a sustainable agricultural practice.
3. Itinvolves planting different crops sequentially on the same land.
4. It also reduces the need for synthetic fertilizers.
A. 2-3-1-4
B.1-2-3-4
C.2-4-1-3
D. 3-4-2-1
Comprehension:
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In the following passage, some words have been deleted. Read the passage carefully and
select the most appropriate option to fill in each blank.

A growing highway network is (1) for a growing economy - not just for moving
people and goods, but also for (2) local development and job creation. Since
2014, India's highway network has expanded by 60%, growing from 91,287 km to 146,195 km
by 2024. However, progress hasn't come without (3) . As Nitin Gadkari informed
parliament last December, more than 44% of major infrastructure projects, including national
highways (NH), (4) facing delays. Reasons range from land acquisition bottlenecks
and delays in statutory clearances to encroachment issues, law and order concerns, poor
contractor performance, and (5) events.
21. What should come in the place of 1.
A. lofty
B. vital
C. futile
D. scarce
22. What should come in the place of 2.
A. spur
B. spurred
C. spurs
D. spurring
23. What should come in the place of 3.
A. Integrity
B. hurdles
C. intimidation
D. critics
24. What should come in the place of 4.
A. was
B. were
C. are
D.is

25. What should come in the place of 5.
A. anticipated
B. mooted
C. proposed
D. unforeseen
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Answers
1. B 2B 3C 4B 5A 6C 7.C 8A 9.A 10A 11A 12A
13.C 14B 15D 16B 17.B 18C 19.C 20.A 21.B 22D 23.B 24C
25.D [Editorial page]
Explanations

1. B) It worries that OPS might strain the State’s financial stability.
The passage mentions fiscal prudence, high outstanding debt, dual burden of retiring OPS staff
+ new scheme, slow tax revenue growth, and limited fiscal space. This implies that financial
sustainability is a key concern behind hesitating on full OPS restoration.
Options A, C, and D are not supported by the passage.
2. B). It was strategically timed due to electoral considerations.
The passage explicitly notes the announcement came “just before the Assembly poll”, implying
political timing and electoral strategy. No court, employee opposition delay, or Opposition-led
demand is mentioned regarding timing.
3. C).They realize that restoring OPS fully may harm long-term fiscal health.
The passage notes AIADMK criticizes DMK for not restoring OPS, yet it also does not promise
to restore OPS itself. The closing remark — both parties may understand the State should not
be pushed into a “perilous financial position” — supports inference C.
A, B, and D are not supported.
4. B) The State will carry simultaneous pension burdens for more than a decade.
The passage indicates that OPS-covered employees will continue retiring until around 2033,
while the State must also contribute to TAPS during this period. This implies dual pension
commitments for years ahead, increasing financial pressure. No evidence for options A, C, or
D.
5. A) They view OPS as more advantageous compared to CPS.
Employees under CPS are urging restoration of OPS, suggesting they consider OPS more
beneficial in pension security terms. There is no indication that employees are unaware of
political promises (B), nor that they prefer contribution-based schemes (C), nor that they view
CPS as offering better security (D).
6. C) Lassitude (noun)— Weariness, fatigue, tiredness, languor, sluggishness YbhI-, TcT
Antonym: Vigor (noun) — Physical strength, energy, vitality, robustness. QT&[, \_rn'QT, SIS
e Exhaustion (noun) — Extreme tiredness, fatigue, depletion. &I?CI% Yhldc
e Apathy (noun) — Lack of interest, indifference, unconcern. RIARIRGI
e Lethargy (noun) — Lack of energy, sluggishness, inactivity. W, A
7. C) Cogent (adjective) — Convincing, logical, compelling, persuasive, forceful Emmwﬁ,

Synonym: Convincing (adjective) — Persuasive, credible, believable, logical, sound ﬁ"dﬂ:ﬂ'q,
YHITDRI

e Weak (adjective) — Lacking strength, feeble, powerless, ineffective HHIR

e Dubious (adjective) — Hesitant, doubtful, uncertain, suspicious m

¢ Unclear (adjective) — Vague, obscure, ambiguous, indefinite XY
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8. A) The correct spelling of ‘Sanguine’ is ‘Sanguine’ which means “cheerfully optimistic,
especially in difficult times” INICIFRCEPICKH
9. A) Won his laurels (idiom) — Achieved distinction or fame Ui a1 9= g foean
10. A) Cacophony (noun) — A loud and confused noise d>\IQ'1IE§Q1, a{;lil IR
¢ Soliloquy (noun) —an act of speaking one’s thoughts aloud when by oneself, especially
in a play. YpIcIlU
¢ Racket (noun) — a loud unpleasant noise; also means an illegal scheme or activity.
YIRS 3T 3AY efelT
e Roar (noun/verb) — a deep, loud, prolonged sound like that of a lion or engine. TIGTT'H,
IS
11. A) Came of age (idiom) — Reached adulthood legally or socially d?l'j\"lnl 7 IS 0 I
LD B M
12. A) Bard (noun) — One who writes traditional poems W/Wﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬂaﬁwwﬁr
e Lyricist (noun) —a person who writes the words for songs MdHR
e Dramatist (noun) —a person who writes plays IChH R
e Essayist (noun) — a person who writes essays fAdy®R
13.C) ‘taken up’ Wﬂﬂmmqﬁ”investigation” ﬁWW&HW%WW@Q\T@_
ﬁ'TCITTI'CIT%I “Taken up” DI H?fa?ﬂ%to resume or start dealing with something again, Gﬁ%ﬂ
e T foepd Suga g |
e ‘Taken up’ should be used because it means to resume or officially begin something

again. After new evidence emerged, the investigation was restarted, which is exactly
conveyed by “taken up.”

14.B) 'on' WW@WW Preposition 'insist' %W@W 'on' W%WWWWW
TR IR fear S %I a1 H "The biochemist insisted ____conducting a double-blind trial
before publication" i Emﬁob ot GAN] (conducting a trial) W@T%Q@T%, Eﬂﬁmﬂﬁ?ﬂ?
'on' EﬂTITI

e 'on'should be used because the preposition 'insist' is always followed by 'on' when
emphasizing an action. In the sentence "The biochemist insisted __ conducting a
double-blind trial before publication," the scientist is emphasizing the action of
conducting the trial; therefore, 'on' is the correct choice.

15. D) 'with neat handwriting' & TG 'in neat handwriting' muﬁn@maﬁﬁ?wa&%ﬁ
%ﬂ@mmﬁﬁﬁﬁ ani'ﬁ %ﬁ‘l'q preposition 'in' WWWW% @@r— He wrote the

letter in neat handwriting.
e 'in neat handwriting' will be used instead of 'with neat handwriting' because the

preposition 'in' is used to indicate the manner or style of writing; Like— He wrote the
letter in neat handwriting.

16.B) 'where' %aa@r 'that' WW@WW “summit in Vienna” ﬁéwqﬁaﬁﬁw
YUCHT (event) %I “Where’ &1 TN I (place) %WWW% S “that’ BT UINT
Wﬁmaﬁﬁ$mmm%| H@W@Tﬂ— It was at the summit in Vienna that

the treaty was officially ratified.
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17.

18.

19.

'that' will be used instead of 'where' because “summit in Vienna” refers to an event, not a
place. The word 'where' is used for places, while 'that' is used for events or things. Correct
sentence: It was at the summit in Vienna that the treaty was officially ratified.

B) The deal had been being negotiated for months.

Active ¥ Passive Voice H §GaH & m, Active dIR] T Object Passive dI] [ Subject I
Gﬂ?ﬂ% | Verb 1 Active ¥ Passive ﬁw gJHY “v’lﬁ Tense &T TN fodT ST % | Active dT]

| "They" Subject %, "had been negotiating" Verb (Past Perfect Continuous) % 3R "the deal"
Object %I Passive H g IR Object "The deal" Subject I 1T % Verb @1 "had been being
negotiated" (Past Perfect Continuous Passive) H S T % 3R "by them" & =0 H UanT
forar T g

To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence becomes
the subject of the passive sentence. The verb is transformed from the active form to the
passive form, ensuring correct tense usage. In this case, "They" (Subject), "had been
negotiating" (Verb in Past Perfect Continuous), and "the deal" (Object) from the active voice
have been transformed into "The deal" (Subject), "had been being negotiated" (Passive Verb in
Past Perfect Continuous), and "by them".

C) . The engineer calibrated the hydraulic fief for flow control.

T H “fief BT 31 g — IST A1 ITHT gRT 6l S safad o) < 18 Yy a1 omfiR (an

estate of land held on condition of feudal service) |

39 W U1 16 gaT & o “fief’ BT THM S=RUI ATl dfde 133 3 aTe e
(homonym) D@"TE&TEPH

famed ¢ o “fief’ 1 YN U ddb-1ab! a1 T TaH T 38 — “hydraulic fief,” ST farait
IUEHRUT T YTE AT JOTTEt (device/system) &1 G g |

Tg 3 3t ave e §, BTaiifs SR UHM € — i I8 homonym &1 3ETERUI B |

In the highlighted sentence, fief means a feudal estate or land granted by a sovereign to a
vassal in exchange for service.

In option C, fief is used in a technical or mechanical sense, referring to a hydraulic component
or device, not a landholding.

Though both are pronounced the same, they differ in meaning — hence, they are homonyms.
C) 3,4,1,2

The digital economy has given rise to new business models that rely on the accumulation of
data and the scale of their user base A prime example is the platform economy, where
companies like social media networks and ride-sharing apps create value by connecting users
This phenomenon is often referred to as a "network effect," where the value of a service
increases with the number of its users Consequently, they tend to dominate their respective
markets, leading to the creation of powerful monopolies or oligopolies

The coherent paragraph should begin with a broad introduction, so sentence 3 comes first as it
explains how the digital economy has created new business models based on data and large
user bases. This is followed by sentence 4, which provides a clear example of such models
through the platform economy, including social media and ride-sharing apps. Sentence 1 then
logically explains the underlying concept behind these platforms, namely the “network effect,”
where a service becomes more valuable as more users join it. Finally, sentence 2 concludes the
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20.

21.

22.

paragraph by describing the result of this phenomenon, explaining how such companies
dominate markets and form monopolies or oligopolies. Therefore, the correct order is 3-4-1-2.

Sentence ﬁ@?&nﬁwﬁmﬁﬁm%q, Eﬂﬁﬂ{ sentence 3 q@?r &H?IT%, Gﬁ@?ﬂ?ﬂ%
5 fEfrea srfogawir 3 37 3R 98 ST df 3MYR TR 3nTRd U TUR Aisd fasfa
fT § | 9P TS sentence 4 AT E, S WEHIH SITTRIT BT IGERUT hR 39 [GaAR Bl
WY BT &, S8 WL HSTT 3R A38-ART U | iR sentence 1 5 AlST b UId Bl
TS YR B THIAT &, o “Acad sthae” el olldl 5, STg] STANTHAI3T Bt T
¢ 4 a1 &1 Jed Y Sga1 g | 3id H sentence 2 3 Ufthal & YR &1 §ardl g fob Tt
HUFAT 30 IR H T R R Al & SR THIABR AT SeATIBR BT HH0r grar g |
SfoIT T8l 9 3-4-1-2 B |

A) 2-3-1-4

Crop rotation is a sustainable agricultural practice It involves planting different crops
sequentially on the same land This helps prevent nutrient depletion and soil erosion It also
reduces the need for synthetic fertilizers.

Sentence 2 is the topic sentence introducing the concept of crop rotation.

Sentence 3 explains what crop rotation is.

Sentence 1 describes one of the benefits of crop rotation.

Sentence 4 gives another benefit, completing the logical flow.

e Sentence 2 fawg &1 UR=r <A1 § SR FATAT € fb Od Ih IR0 U Idd HiY Ugfd
81 9P 91G sentence 3 T ¢ [ A IhIHR0T H T &1 U W Al woal &
SHHh =0 T I A BT 8| Sentence 1 3P Uh TH I GTAT 8, T TIND
Il &1 HH 3R TSt & FHeTd oI Ab-T11 3fd T, sentence 4 GO ATY AT &, SN
TR IdRb| B MIH T B HH BT 5 | A FHT sentence AR TF logical
sequence §IA &, 511 fawg &1 ul=g, faavur iR Ty WY U I TRgd Bl g |
B) Vital' dTuse @Wm "vital" W&Rfa?ﬂ% a{ﬁam‘, 3{d 3TdYID | Sentence ﬁw
W%%Wﬁeconomy%ﬁﬂhlghwaynetworkﬁﬁ% I PHad A IR A BT A
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁvﬁﬁw%mlﬁlslﬂr%uua"v.tal"ﬂﬁ% Lofty' BT
31} 8 ST T HBH (high, noble), Afdh T8T SRed TT IR i §1d 81 T8l ¢ | 'Futile' BT
Hﬁ%aﬁftﬂwwseless) Gﬁ\’ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%l 'Scarce' W@fﬁ%gﬁﬂtﬂ HYId (rare,

|nsuff|C|ent) g ot EIETG'CI'H?HH_GQI%I
'Vital' will be used because it means absolutely essential. The sentence states that a
growing economy requires a growing highway network, which makes "vital"
grammatically and contextually correct. 'Lofty' means high or noble, which doesn’t
relate to necessity here. 'Futile' means useless or pointless, which is the opposite of the
intended meaning. 'Scarce' means rare or insufficient, but the sentence is about
importance, not availability.

D) Spurring' T use éﬁma@ﬁm‘s’ gerund (verb + ing) form % 3R parallelism EFlTQW?IT%I
u%?r%%‘?—ffr sentence H “moving people and goods” % (\_rh gerund form %), Eﬂﬁﬂl@%%@
e 1 I e “spurring local development and job creation” GTI:ITHTI%'QI S fd: Spur base
verb form %, S moving & 1Y parallel structure ERIEEIGI Spurred past tense %, S context
3ﬁ7 structure ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%l Spurs present tense singular verb %, Wﬁsubject-verb

agreement Hﬁmwl
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e Spurring' will be used because it is a gerund form, maintaining parallel structure with
“moving people and goods”. The sentence balances two purposes — moving (gerund)
and spurring (gerund). Whereas: Spur (base form) breaks the parallel structure.
Spurred (past tense) does not match the context. Spurs (present tense) does not fit
without a subject.

23. B) Hurdles' &I usema@% "hurdles" &I Hﬁ%@TW&WWI Passage ﬁW‘TCIT%%
WWTWWﬁ$ﬁ§% EFI%I'Q hurdles' contextuallyﬂﬁ%l NEIGR Integrity’ W\’J’J%

, 'Intimidation’ BT 37 § ST T YABHI, 3R 'Critics' BT 34U § SMTArID, S TG Gl
mﬂnw&hé7senseﬁ3crgaa=|-s‘r%l

e 'Hurdles' will be used because it means obstacles or difficulties. The passage mentions
that progress hasn’t come without obstacles, so 'hurdles' is correct here. Whereas
'Integrity' means honesty, 'Intimidation’ means threatening, and 'Critics' means those
who find faults, none of which fit the context of project delays.

24.C) 'Are' D[ use @Wa@ﬁ? subject "major infrastructure projects, including national highways
(NH)" plural %’I Plural subject & 1Y present tense H auxiliary verb 'are' HTHT%I Sentence H
Eﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁ% 3t & gy delays a"r, SFI%I'Q present tense PT use D] \,YR‘\Q“I %I o OElP
'was' 3R is' singular subject P JTY SITHTA BId o, SUTCTT TgI el el o
'Were' Ht plural & 1Y &H(ﬂ%aﬁﬂq—é past tense %’ Sdfd sentence present situation
(currently facing delays) EETTE!T%I

Are' will be used because the subject "major infrastructure projects" is plural. In
present tense, plural subjects take 'are'. The sentence is describing an ongoing
situation (currently facing delays), so present tense is appropriate.

e 'Was'and'is' are singular, so incorrect. 'Were' is plural but past tense, while the
context clearly indicates present tense.

25. D) Unforeseen’ T use @ﬁmaﬂ% "unforeseen" dI 3{?-1:% SR (\_rﬁq_éa@ \’:ﬂ'JZITF"I?T:T
Epf) | Sentence H mention ]%TQTTI'CIT%% highway projects H delays & HRUN A bottlenecks,
clearances, contractor performance GﬁT W@e{aﬁﬂm 'l-ﬁmT&IFT%I Eﬂﬁﬂ
'unforeseen events' ZIETFI_EQI%I NEIGY 'Anticipated' Pl \W-f%q%a@ \’rlﬂTITﬁFT, 'Mooted' DT
31 B T g3 T YR, 37R 'Proposed’ &1 3 § Siuenfes U I G gam — A Al
ﬁcontextﬁﬂfﬂﬁ%l

e 'Unforeseen' will be used because it means unexpected or not anticipated. The

sentence mentions that delays were caused not only by land issues and contractor
performance but also by unexpected events, making 'unforeseen' correct here.
Whereas 'Anticipated' means expected, 'Mooted' means suggested, and 'Proposed'
means formally suggested — none of which fit the context.
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