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Distressing regularity: On Meghalaya’s rat-hole mines
Illegal mining should become socially expensive and operationally prohibitive

The explosion in an illegal rat-hole mine in Meghalaya on February 5, killing at least 18 workers, is a
grim reminder that court supervision cannot substitute governance. lllegal coal mining in India is a
long-running problem, but the northeast, especially Meghalaya’s coal belt, has a distinct ecosystem
— of small privately or community-owned landholdings, thin coal seams, weak local enforcement,
and supply chains — that can launder illegal coal into legitimate markets through intermediaries. Rat-
hole mining is the norm (for illegal setups), and they are prone to collapsing because they lack
engineered roofs and side-wall protections. The National Green Tribunal ordered its cessation in
2014, but illegal mines have continued due to a high local dependence on income from coal,
fragmented ownership and contractorships that spread accountability and patronage. Operators of
illegal mines also underreport accidents and keep workers off formal records; and while workers’

deaths hit the headlines, injuries — due to polluted water, acid drains, unstable landscapes, and

degraded roads — and child labour use do not.

Illegal coal is currently not easy to separate from legacy or auctioned coal once it has entered the
supply chain. But the expected cost of illegal extraction and transport needs to go up. Meghalaya
already has a framework to prevent illegal mining, transport, and storage under the MMDR Act. Using
technology to reduce the cost of detection, it should add mandatory GPS tracking for all coal carriers,
invalidate consignments that deviate from a specific route, and integrate satellite and drone patrol
data with control rooms. lllegal mining should also become socially expensive, perhaps through
community monitoring, incentivised by sharing penalties with local bodies. Conversely, the State
should pressure intermediaries with seizure, cancelled licences, prosecution, and blacklisting from
auctions. Next, bans fail sans alternatives, so the State should displace illegal mining as an income
source by setting up credit and market linkages for horticulture, construction, small manufacturing
and tourism, and refitting public works to absorb mining labour. Finally, the State must dismantle
incentives on the supply side; the February 5 blast shows that illegal mines continue to access an
informal labour market. To this end, the State may allow workers to testify in exchange for amnesty,
and aggressively pursue errant contractors. It should also subvert the administrative tolerance for
such contractors by rotating postings in hotspot districts and independently auditing permits, among
others. Treating rat-hole mining as an enforcement issue alone risks pushing the practice further

underground. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

Distressing (adjective) — upsetting,
perturbing, agonizing, harrowing, grievous

hSCaldsh

Prohibitive (adjective) — restrictive,
repressive, forbidding, exorbitant, excessive

IGERIRAED

Rat-hole mine (noun) — a type of mining
involving digging very small tunnels, barely

large enough for a person to fit into EI;%’?

IEEESEIRCIGH

Grim (adjective) — bleak, somber, ghastly,
forbidding, macabre Yo7

Supervision (noun) — oversight,
surveillance, stewardship, administration,

inspection giaeTor

Governance (noun) — administration,
regulation, jurisdiction, authority,

management ATHT

Coal belt (noun) —an area or region that
has significant underground deposits of coal

FIIIT 8T

Distinct (adjective) — discrete, disparate,
peculiar, evident, marked I

Ecosystem (noun) —a community of living
organisms interacting with each other and

their physical environment qiREufaer a=

Seam (noun) — layer, vein, stratum, lode,
bed TXd

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Enforcement (noun) — implementation,
execution, imposition, application,

compulsion gadel

Launder (verb) — disguise, sanitize, process,
distort, manipulate WWQ‘JW

Legitimate (adjective) — lawful, valid,

authentic, legal, constitutional aer

Prone to (adjective) — be likely to
something T THTIAT

Cessation (noun) — termination, conclusion,
halt, stoppage, abeyance THTICA

Accountability (noun) — liability,
responsibility, answerability, culpability,

amenabilityGI'EITa'a?f

Patronage (noun) — sponsorship, backing,

advocacy, aegis, championship TI&TOT

Keep off (phrasal verb) — to prevent
someone or something from being included

or entering something g{ YWeIT

Hit the headlines (phrase) — to become
suddenly famous or widely reported in the

news ﬁf@ﬁfﬁm

Unstable (adjective) — precarious, volatile,

erratic, capricious, rickety KX Ie=iry

Landscape (noun) — terrain, topography,

scenery, outlook, vista gReeT
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Legacy (noun) —inheritance, bequest,

heritage, endowment, vestige aaa

Extraction (noun) — removal, withdrawal,

excavation, mining, derivation farseryoT

Go up (phrasal verb) —to increase in price,

amount, level, or intensity SgaT

Invalidate (verb) — nullify, annul, void,
negate, quash 3THTT hddT

Consignment (noun) — shipment, delivery,
cargo, batch, freight 3SIT 31T ATST

Deviate (verb) — digress, stray, veer,

diverge, swerve Taaferd gi=

Perhaps (adverb) — possibly, feasibly,

conceivably, maybe, perchance ITIq

Incentivise (verb) — encourage, motivate,
stimulate, induce, inspire §|I<-Q:Ili?<'-| CRGI

Conversely (adverb) — contrarily, inversely,

oppositely, vice versa, on the contrary 3?@7

[EERIG]

Intermediary (noun) — mediator, broker,
middleman, agent, go—between IEEUGEI

Seizure (noun) — confiscation, impounding,

capture, appropriation, distraint STedll

Blacklisting (noun) — boycotting, barring,
debarring, excluding, ostracizing H?I??rlqt\?-ﬁ

# STolaT

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Sans (preposition) — without, minus,
lacking, bereft of, devoid of & T&=T

Set up (phrasal verb) — the act of
establishing or starting something like a

business or system FATIAT Shlal

Horticulture (noun) — gardening,
cultivation, agriculture, floriculture,

pomology STITATT

Dismantle (verb) — deconstruct,
disassemble, demolish, strip, raze faafed

T

Incentive (noun) — inducement, lure, bait,

stimulus, impetus FcaTgsT

To the end (phrase) — for this purpose or in
order to achieve the specific goal

mentioned 34T 38T &

Amnesty (noun) — pardon, reprieve,

absolution, exoneration, immunity 3TH

ATRT

Errant (adjective) — offending, wayward,

delinquent, aberrant, deviant 9Jc

Subvert (verb) — undermine, sabotage,

destabilize, overturn, corrupt d&dlUelc
h AT

Auditing (noun) — inspection, verification,

scrutiny, examination, appraisal SECIELS I
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10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The February 5 explosion in an illegal rat-hole mine in Meghalaya, killing at least 18
workers, highlights repeated governance failures.
Court supervision alone is insufficient to curb illegal mining without strong and active state
governance.
lllegal coal mining is a long-standing national issue, but Meghalaya’s context makes it
uniquely difficult to control.
Small private and community-owned landholdings enable fragmented and unregulated
mining practices.
Thin coal seams encourage the use of dangerous rat-hole mining methods.
Rat-hole mines lack proper engineering safeguards, making collapses and accidents
common.
Despite the National Green Tribunal banning rat-hole mining in 2014, illegal operations
persist.
High local dependence on coal income sustains illegal mining activities.
Fragmented ownership and contract systems dilute accountability and encourage
patronage networks.
Mine operators often hide accidents, keep workers off official records, and suppress injury
data.
Injuries, environmental damage, polluted water, degraded roads, and child labour rarely
receive attention.
Illegal coal easily enters legitimate supply chains, making enforcement challenging.
The cost and risk of illegal mining must be increased through better detection and stricter
penalties.
Technology like GPS tracking, satellite surveillance, and drone monitoring can strengthen
enforcement.
Long-term solutions require alternative livelihoods, labour protection, and dismantling
supply-side incentives, not enforcement alone.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What is the main theme of the passage? [Editorial page]
A. The need for comprehensive governance reforms to curb illegal rat-hole mining
B. The economic benefits of coal mining in Meghalaya
C. Judicial intervention as the sole solution to mining disasters
D. The geological challenges of coal extraction in Northeast India

2. What can be reasonably inferred about the failure of bans on rat-hole mining in Meghalaya?
A. Bans fail because coal demand decreases locally
B. Bans succeed when judicial supervision intensifies
C. Bans collapse solely due to technological absence
D. Bans ignore economic dependence and accountability gaps

3. Which measure is explicitly proposed to raise the cost of illegal coal transport?
A. Mandatory GPS tracking for coal carriers
B. Judicial monitoring through tribunal oversight
C. Complete prohibition on regional coal auctions
D. Expansion of community land ownership rights

4. Why does the passage argue that court supervision cannot substitute governance in
Meghalaya’s mining context?
A. Orders alone cannot replace local enforcement
B. Governance failures enable persistent illegal mining
C. Coal demand nationally overwhelms judicial supervision
D. Mining technology gaps undermine safety regulations

5. Why does the passage recommend technological surveillance measures for coal
transportation?
A. Stricter court monitoring of mining accidents
B. Increasing national coal production through auctions
C. Mandatory GPS tracking integrated patrol data
D. Immediate blanket bans without livelihood alternatives
Comprehension
The wiry man, in his thirties walked slowly into the clinic accompanied by his equally thin wife
and their five-year-old child. After going through his symptoms and signs, | understood that he
was suffering from a spinal illness and prescribed him (1) medications. Usually when |
prescribe the treatment, whether it be surgical intervention or medications, | guess the
patient’s affordability by ‘looking’ at (2) . Clothes, jewellery, footwear and phones — all of
these give me an idea about how they would be able to handle the cost of their illness.
In the Western world, the treatment is purely based on science. The disease dictates the
treatment more often than by the patient. However, in India, the patients’ socio-economic
status plays a major role. The wife showed me a list of medications prescribed earlier by
another younger colleague. | noticed that the medications were quite pricey while inexpensive
formulations of the same drug was available. | gave them a new set of medications and later
(3) the colleague about his knowledge of price of drugs. His guesses were (4)____ off
target, which (5)___ me to think more on this.

6. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.
A. Certain
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B. possible
C. general
D. prescriptive
7. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. them
B. those
C. these
D. there
8. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.
A. enquired about
B. enquired into
C. enquired after
D. enquired with
9. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.
A. quiet
B. quite
C. far
D. little
10. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5.
A. lead
B. leads
C. leading
D. led
11. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word:
CONDEMN
A. Praise
B. Criticize
C. Protect
D. Applaud
12. Select the correct spelling of the highlighted word in the following sentence.
He made a whooping mistake in his calculation.
A. whopping
B. whoopeng
C. whoping
D. whoppinng
13. Select the most appropriate word for the given group of words.
The cry of a goat
A. Bleat
B. Bray
C. Croak
D. Yelp
14. Select the sentence containing the homonym of the highlighted word:
The chant included a solemn sursum near the offertory.
A. The musicologist analyzed the sursum tones in Gregorian chant.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 6



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

SJOETA APl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

B. The botanist labeled the root as sursum-curving.
C. The cantor raised his arms at the sursum.
D. The choir followed the rubric leading into the sursum.
15. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word:
UPBRAID
A. Flatter
B. Reprimand
C. Praise
D. Compliment
16. Select the most appropriate antonym of the word “Hazardous.”
A. Innocuous
B. Verbose
C. Furtive
D. Vicious
17. Choose the correct passive voice form of the sentence:
We threw away the rubbish.
A. The rubbish was thrown away.
B. The rubbish thrown away.
C. The rubbish was being thrown away.
D. The rubbish will be thrown away.
18. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word "Rout."
A. Triumph
B. Retreat
C. Forfeit
D. Dissolve

19. Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the given

sentence.
Rahul had strong pain in his stomach
A. high
B. strict
C. deep
D. severe
20. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the blank.
| like to go on a trip with Rahul as he is cheerful and
A. easy-going
B. uncaring
C. closed
D. tense
21. Select the most appropriate meaning of the given idiom.
Nipped in the bud
A. To remove unnecessary items
B. Very promising at a young age
C. To cut the bud
D. To stop something immediately so that it does not become a worse problem
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22.

23.

24,

25.

Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:

Not only the minister but also the bureaucrats (1)/ has been accused of manipulating (2)/ the
data presented in the economic survey (3)/ to align with political interests. (4)
A. (1)

B. (2)

C.(3)

D. (4)

Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

If you want good seats, | you buy the tickets in advance.

A.imply

B. intend

C. claim

D. suggest

Find the incorrect part of the sentence:

She prevented me to enter the hall.

A. She prevented

B. me to enter

C. the hall.

D. No error

A sentence is provided in direct speech. From the four given options, choose the one that
most accurately conveys the sentence in its corresponding indirect speech.

| said, “He will be here by noon.”

A. | said he will be there by noon.

B. | said that he would be here by noon.

C. I said that he would be there by noon.

D. | said he shall be there by noon.
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Answers

1. A 2.D 3A 4.B 5.C 6.A 7.A 8D 9.B 10D 11B 12A

13.A 14B 15B 16.A 17A 18A 19D 20.A 21D 22B 23.D 248B

25.C \[Practice Exercise]\
Explanations

1. A) The need for comprehensive governance reforms to curb illegal rat-hole mining
The passage centres on how illegal rat-hole mining persists due to weak governance,
fragmented accountability, and economic dependence, and argues for a multi-pronged
solution involving technology, enforcement, social accountability, and alternative livelihoods.
B: The passage highlights dependence and harm, not benefits.
C: It explicitly states that court supervision cannot replace governance.
D: Geological factors are mentioned briefly but are not the central focus.

2. D) Bans ignore economic dependence and accountability gaps
The passage implies bans fail because local income dependence on coal, fragmented
ownership, and diffused accountability persist without viable alternatives.
A: Coal demand is not described as decreasing anywhere.
B: Judicial supervision is explicitly said to be insufficient.
C: Technology absence is mentioned, but not as the sole cause.

3. A) Mandatory GPS tracking for coal carriers
The passage directly states mandatory GPS tracking and route validation as mechanisms to
increase detection and cost.
B: Tribunal supervision already exists and is criticised.
C: No such proposal is mentioned in the passage.
D: Land ownership reform is not discussed as a measure

4. B) Governance failures enable persistent illegal mining
B is correct because the passage stresses that weak enforcement, fragmented ownership,
patronage, and informal labour markets allow illegal mining to continue despite court orders.
Ais incorrect as it is only a partial observation; the passage goes beyond enforcement to
structural governance failures.
Cis incorrect because national coal demand is not identified as the main reason for court
supervision failing.
D is incorrect since technology gaps affect safety, not the broader governance failure
discussed.

5. C) Mandatory GPS tracking integrated patrol data
Cis correct because the passage argues that GPS, satellite, and drone integration raises
detection probability, increasing the expected cost of illegal mining.
B is incorrect as boosting production does not address illegal transport or laundering of coal.
Ais incorrect since post-accident monitoring does not prevent illegal extraction or movement.
D is incorrect because the passage explicitly states that bans fail without alternative
livelihoods.

6. A) Certain’ 1 YA T51 U5l & i aTed U S[dex T -To! adl gl fob DI--3T gaTd &l 1%,
dfceh gg gohd %Q@T%ﬁ? PS faxy (alra?-l unspecified) aaTﬁd)le_Scl Medical 3‘ﬁ? formal
contexts H certain medications Udh standard collocation %I NEIGY ‘possible’ Gﬁ'@lﬂﬂTﬁ@ﬁT
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%, ‘general’ dgd vague % 3R medicines %mwgaaqﬁ 3R ‘prescriptive’ g ar
authority@f\_{l@T_ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%, q%ﬂ\ﬁ%Wﬁl Wﬁ*l'q ‘certain’ context 3R grammarfa:ﬁ%
&aﬂwﬁ%l

Certain” is the correct choice because the sentence refers to some specific medicines
without naming them. In medical and formal writing, certain medications is a standard
and natural collocation used to indicate particular but unspecified drugs. The other
options do not fit the context: “possible” suggests uncertainty rather than prescription,
“general” is too vague and does not suit medicines being prescribed, and “prescriptive”
relates to authority or rules, not the nature of medicines. Therefore, “certain” is both
grammatically and contextually appropriate.

7. A) Them’ WWH@%WW pronoun Tre) patients & refer W%I CIGRE]
affordability?ﬁ patients ﬁé’@lﬁjudge Wﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁ%l “Those’ 31X ‘these’
demonstratives % GﬁTWﬂTq noun ElT%E{, S§IP ‘there’ Udh adverb %a‘rw:raam%l
sﬂﬁﬂm ‘them’ gjf grammatical 3?[? contextual Fq@fﬂ—sgf%’l

e Them” is correct because it is a pronoun that clearly refers back to the patients. The
sentence talks about judging a patient’s affordability by looking at the patients
themselves. The options “those” and “these” are demonstrative pronouns and require a
noun to follow, which is missing here, while “there” is an adverb of place and does not
fit the sentence structure. Hence, “them” is the only grammatically correct and
eaningful option.

8. D) Enquired with’ BT TN T8 el & FITP a1 1 U8 &1l 7T g fob oges A ot sufa
(colleague) T BRI U B Bl BIRR B Qﬁfocus information & source (colleague)
W%, 7 f paa topic UX | enquire with someone WWW@@'&WWW%
WIW Hfad T ISR &l STTeh %WB@ consult ﬁ‘TQT\_Sl'IT‘lT%I St ‘enquired about’
ot fawg (topic) %aﬁﬁq\@?@ﬁﬂz WW% enquired into’ investigation P sense
A GHT‘lT% 3R ‘enquired after’ food} ot qetga at CRINE &y Jed %WW@W%I EF%IE

context S'ﬁT intent & SHJHR ‘enquired with’ WW%
Enquired with’ is correct because the sentence focuses on approaching a person (the
colleague) as the source of information. In such contexts, enquire with someone is
accepted when the emphasis is on consulting a person rather than merely asking about
a topic. While ‘enquired about’ is commonly used for asking about a subject, ‘enquired
into’ implies investigation, and ‘enquired after’ is used for asking about someone’s well-
being. Hence, considering context and intent, ‘enquired with’ fits best here.

9. B) Quite’ qﬁﬂﬁ %alﬂﬁ? g degree adverb *® EUH off target G intensify PXdl %I Quite
off target Uch accepted idiomatic expression %I ‘Quiet’ sound ﬁ\_{l,?:T%, ‘far’ &b TTY far off
target ?JIT%Q, 3R “little’ %Y adjective > 1Y fit '_‘lgbfa_o'_cﬂl WI%TQ ‘quite’ ?[ ﬂ_&P[ %I

e Quite” is the correct option because it functions as an adverb of degree, intensifying the
phrase off target. The expression quite off target is idiomatic and commonly used to
indicate that something is significantly inaccurate. “Quiet” relates to sound, “far” would
require a different structure (far off target), and “little” does not collocate with off
target. Thus, “quite” fits both grammatically and contextually.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

D) Led’ WWW%WW past tense ﬁ%l ‘Lead’ \3'?|T leads’ present tense % SEIEE
‘leading’ %ﬁw sentence structure \’rlﬂjTElT%Ql Wﬁﬂl ‘led” grammatical G?IT contextual aﬁ:ﬁ
FUJ Tl gl

Led” is correct because the sentence is in the past tense..” The options “lead” and “leads” are
present tense forms, while “leading” would require a different grammatical structure. Hence,
“led” is the only option that maintains tense consistency and correct usage.
B) Criticize (verb) — To express strong disapproval ﬁam
e Praise (verb) — To express warm approval TR BT
* Protect (verb) — To keep safe from harm {R&T HIAT
e Applaud (verb) — To show approval by clapping aTferar SolTer U= BT
A) The correct spelling of ‘whooping’ (in this context) is ‘whopping’ which means “huge or
enormous” — dgd d8], WdRGd.
A) Bleat (verb) — The cry of a goat or sheep. AHA 1 B3 Bl IR
Bray (verb) — The loud, harsh cry of a donkey or mule. T DI 3B
e Croak (verb) — The deep, hoarse sound made by a frog or a raven. Aed T HId B
TRERTGE H 3fTar]
e Yelp (verb) — A short, sharp cry of pain or alarm, especially from a dog. gﬁfaﬁa‘ém

dra- § e areft dig @l

B) The botanist labeled the root as sursum-curving.
A ‘sursum’ BT 3 § — 3918 ¥ P UTfAT H TRjad U fere ol U, faviy = u 9
“Sursum corda” (31’2f Lift up your hearts), S| offertoryéS Y- W@Fﬂ\_yﬂ(ﬂ%l
3 gH U1 AT AT § 5181 ‘sursum’ BT THTH SRUT 3R FH el aTel afde SrerT 31
ﬁWE’HTEP[ (homonym) |
famed B T ‘sursum’ HT Y § — SR BT SR ST/ SR 1 =M H (Latin TA BT
JqTfes /gt vamT) |
Tef 39T efties orf 181 8, s fauneres / amfe srf A yamT gan g
S AT H ec; T €1 ® (sursum), IR 4 JAM B, Afdp 312 O aRe 3T § — 3afir
g homonym WHTSQFB_Q"IETUT%I
¢ In the highlighted sentence, sursum refers to a liturgical expression used in Christian
worship, especially in Sursum corda.
e In option B, sursum means upward or upward-curving in a botanical/scientific sense.
e Since the pronunciation and spelling are the same but meanings differ, option B is the
correct answer.
B) Upbraid (verb) — Scold, rebuke, reproach, castigate, admonish Toch R ¢TI
Synonym: Reprimand (verb) — To criticize or scold someone officially; rebuke, admonish,
censure. hChRA[

* Flatter (verb) — Praise excessively, compliment, adulate. RITHG HAT

e Praise (verb) — Appreciate, commend, applaud. TR BT

e Compliment (verb) — To express praise or admiration. TRIHT BT
A) Hazardous (adjective) — Dangerous, risky, perilous, unsafe, precarious. SIRH H_T
Antonym: Innocuous (adjective) — Not harmful or dangerous; harmless. &@W/W&H
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17.

18.

19.

20.

e Verbose (adjective) — Using more words than needed. ‘x’lw

e Furtive (adjective) — Secretive; attempting to avoid notice. [t

e Vicious (adjective) — Deliberately cruel or violent. ¥
A) The rubbish was thrown away.
Active ¥ Passive Voice H WW, Active dIR] T Object Passive dId] d[ Subject d SIIdl
%’I Verb @1 Active ¥ Passive T SGaId THT 39! Tense WE@‘TWW%I

Active AT H “We” Subject %, “threw away” Verb (Simple Past Tense) % 3R “the rubbish”
Object %I Passive § §GaH IR Object “the rubbish” Subject & TTQT%’ Verb @ “was thrown
away” (Simple Past Passive) ﬁmw% 3R Subject “we” ﬁmww%mﬂ%?ﬁ
HTIRTD T8 5|
To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice:

The object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the passive sentence.

The verb is changed from its active form to the passive form, while keeping the same
tense.
In this sentence:

“We” - Subject

“threw away” - Verb (Simple Past Tense)

“the rubbish” - Object
After conversion:

“The rubbish” = Subject

“was thrown away” > Passive verb (Simple Past Passive)

Agent (“by us”) - optional and omitted
Hence, the correct passive sentence is:
The rubbish was thrown away.
Correct option: (1)
Other Options Analysis:

Option (2): “The rubbish thrown away” - Incomplete sentence (missing auxiliary verb).

Option (3): “was being thrown away” - Past Continuous, tense changes.
Option (4): “will be thrown away” = Future tense, meaning changes.
A) Rout (noun) — Crushing defeat, collapse, debacle. URTSIT / HIGS
Antonym: Triumph (noun) — Great victory or achievement. foor / A cddl
e Retreat — Move back or withdraw. tﬂ@’@ﬂ
e Forfeit — Lose as a penalty. STe/&fa
e Dissolve — Break apart. foafed e
D) 'strong'aaaaﬁ 'severe'aﬂmmﬂﬁaﬂagﬂﬁﬁmﬁmmg?ﬁ
'severe' WW‘TWW% aﬁ— She had severe headaches last night.
e 'severe' will be used instead of 'strong' because when describing the intensity of pain,
'severe' is used; Like— She had severe headaches last night.
A) ‘easy-going' T use BRI TN "easy-going"” T Y BT § TS 3R IG-Had | a1 &
TR, W & Y JET TR ST IS o STl § adifoh a8 GRS §, $Ufei ‘easy-
going' TBT Ug! § HITh U Th YPRIHD 3R gl Afdkdcd T4l I dl g | STdfh

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 12



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

ZEIJUETACApIopIcl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

'Uncaring' &I G{ﬁ%w, 'Closed' &I GW-T%WZIT e, \3'?|T '"Tense' DI &ﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ"{fﬁ, S
sﬂcontextﬁﬂ—ﬁpﬂ_ﬁ

e ‘easy-going' should be used because it means relaxed and free of stress. According to
the sentence, going on a trip with Rahul is preferred because he is cheerful, thus 'easy-
going' is fitting here as it denotes a positive and comfortable personality trait.
Whereas, 'Uncaring' implies a lack of concern, 'Closed' means not open or comfortable,
and 'Tense' indicates stress, which don't fit in this context

D) Nipped in the bud (idiom)-To stop something immediately so that it does not become a
worse problem et THET ®I R b <A1 Al I8 3R TS| AT & Tb |

B) 'has been' %W 'have been' Wmﬂnsﬁmazﬂ% ‘Not only the minister but also the
bureaucrats’ H Verb @1 agreement ‘bureaucrats’ (Plural Subject) @rsﬁm éﬂﬁ'l'q Verb 4t plural

‘have been’ Eﬂ:ﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁl
¢ ‘'have been' will be used instead of 'has been' because in the construction ‘Not only the
minister but also the bureaucrats,’ the verb agrees with the nearer subject ‘bureaucrats’
(plural). Hence, the verb should also be plural ‘have been.
D) Suggest' Pl use @Tﬂa@@? "suggest" PhI aﬁ@m%%ﬁaﬁéwmﬁwﬁl HET
TR sentence PECI § & TR SATADT 3] Ylew =MRT ot & 310! Teg <l § fob 3

ICObCH HGQ’I@@RIQ@ SFI%I'Q suggest' WWWW%I "Imply" WG{'J@?IT%W
SRR B &, ‘Intend FT 312 & et et &) A1 §7H, 3R “Claim' BT 312 ¥ & araT
BT, a‘rsﬂwﬁﬁfﬁ»—ﬁ%’réﬁ

Suggest' should be used because it means to give advice or a recommendation. The
sentence is advising that if you want good seats, it is recommended to buy the tickets in
advance, making 'suggest' the correct choice here. 'Imply' means to suggest something
indirectly, 'Intend' means to have a plan or aim, and 'Claim' means to assert something
as a fact, none of which are appropriate in this context
B) ‘to enter’ %aaﬁ ‘from entering’ mem prevent + object + from + V-ing ﬂﬁf
W% Sa— They prevented him from going inside.
¢ ‘from entering’ will be used instead of ‘to enter’ because the correct structure is
prevent + object + from + verb-ing; Like— They prevented him from going inside.
C) Isaid that he would be there by noon.

Direct ¥ Indirect Speech ﬁwﬁ%ﬁm Reporting Verb "said" Past Tense f[%, Eﬂﬁﬂ
Reported Speech P Verb “will be” & Past form “would be” ﬁm Sl | Wqﬁ “here” I
“there” T SEol 77T § FITP R SEa TR T {01 STaT 8 | 31d: el arad 81T — “J said

that he would be there by noon.”
¢ To change from Direct to Indirect Speech, the reporting verb "said" is in the past tense,

so the reported verb “will be” is changed to its past form “would be.” Also, “here” is
changed to “there” to show the change in place. Therefore, the correct sentence is “I
said that he would be there by noon.”

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 13



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

No holds barred: The Hindu

Learn
szl B Vocabulary
Through
Reading
- Articles

—_— Just in case: The Hindu
(Aug-12-2022 )

See all

English Madhyam

Daily Quiz >

One word Substitution: 01

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 14



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.education.english_madhyam

