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Policy missteps: On the government’s handling of India’s fuel crisis 
India has allowed panic over fuel availability to spread 

The events unfolding in West Asia have shone a spotlight not only on India’s energy security, but also 

on its policy preparedness and communication strategy in times of crisis. With India importing close 

to 90% of its oil needs, it is natural that any disruption to supply chains would hit it hard. The Strait of 

Hormuz is particularly vital in the supply chain. To the government’s credit, it has been gradually 

trying to reduce India’s oil import dependence. The push for ethanol and biofuels is a step in this 

direction. Smoothening their adoption should continue to be a policy priority in the near term. That 

said, India’s dependence on imported oil remains vast and growing, with the economy expanding by 

6%-8% every year. Therefore, measures such as ethanol or biofuel-blending are only likely to be of 

marginal strategic significance. The policies on importing oil need to become more long-term 

oriented and robust in the face of external pressure. The crisis in West Asia has shown India just how 

important supplies from Russia are, at a time when New Delhi had been cutting Russian oil imports 

due to American pressure. In the past, the government had given in to U.S. pressure over Iranian and 

Venezuelan oil. The U.S. is now encouraging India to import Russian oil again to steady global 

markets. The U.S.’s 50% tariffs were hard to bear, but India knew that the U.S. Supreme Court was 

deliberating on the issue, and, so, could have waited a month for its order. As things stand, India may 

no longer receive a discount for Russian oil, it has squandered Moscow’s trust, respect from the U.S. 

is diminishing, and a trade deal with it remains distant. 

Government officials have made anonymous statements saying that fuel prices will not be hiked in 

response to higher oil prices. This is as much a political necessity as a moral one. After all, fuel prices 

were not cut over the last two and a half years even when oil prices were comfortably low. The 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), providing LPG connections to households, has also laid bare 

how policy does not anticipate crises. Households have benefited from the PMUY, but the resultant 

increase in LPG demand — without a commensurate increase in stable supplies and reserves — has 

meant that restaurants and hotels are now suffering amid shortages. Finally, the policy of the 

government to so far communicate only through off-record briefings and occasional tweets has 

meant panic over fuel availability has spread faster than warranted. Tuesday’s inter-ministerial press 

conference came days late and no questions were taken. Clear, accountable communication was 

needed, yet missing. The government’s crisis communication needs more work.     [Practice Exercise] 

 Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’ 

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.  
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Vocabulary 
1. Misstep (noun) - blunder, oversight, slip, 

error, gaffe      

2. Unfold (verb) - happen, occur, transpire, 

evolve, develop           

3. Shine a spotlight on (phrase) - to draw 

attention to or illuminate a particular issue 

or subject          पर            

4. Preparedness (noun) - readiness, 

alertness, equipment, state, maturity 

  पर   

5. Disruption (noun) - disturbance, 

interruption, disorder, interference, 

upheaval      

6. Vital (adjective) - essential, crucial, critical, 

pivotal, indispensable     प    

7. To someone’s credit (phrase) - used to 

mention a quality or action that deserves 

praise or respect                

8. Gradually (adverb) - slowly, progressively, 

steadily, piecemeal, bit by bit   र -  र  

9. Smoothen (verb) - facilitate, ease, 

expedite, clear, level            

10. Adoption (noun) - acceptance, embrace, 

approval, implementation, assumption 

 प     

11. Vast (adjective) - immense, massive, huge, 

colossal, enormous       

12. Likely (adjective) - probable, plausible, 

expected, anticipated, possible         

13. Marginal (adjective) - slight, small, 

insignificant, minimal, minor        

14. Significance (noun) - importance, 

consequence, weight, substance, gravity 

     

15. Oriented (adjective) - aligned, directed, 

focused, positioned, inclined       

16. Robust (adjective) - strong, resilient, 

sturdy, tough, vigorous       

17. In the face of (phrase) - when confronted 

with or despite something challenging 

                      र       

18. Give in (phrasal verb) - to cease fighting or 

arguing; admit defeat; yield          

19. Steady (verb) - stabilize, balance, secure, 

settle, support    र  र   

20. Bear (verb) - endure, tolerate, withstand, 

suffer, undergo      
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21. Deliberate (verb) - ponder, contemplate, 

consider, meditate, ruminate     र-      

 र   

22. As things stand (phrase) - in the present 

circumstances or the current situation 

                

23. Squander (verb) - waste, dissipate, lavish, 

misuse, fritter           

24. Diminish (verb) - decrease, decline, 

reduce, wane, ebb         

25. Distant (adjective) - remote, far, aloof, 

detached, removed   र 

26. Anonymous (adjective) - nameless, 

unidentified, incognito, faceless, unknown 

       

27. Necessity (noun) - requirement, 

prerequisite, compulsion, obligation, need 

        

28. Lay bare something (idiom) - to reveal or 

uncover something that was previously 

hidden         र   

29. Anticipate (verb) - foresee, predict, expect, 

forecast, divine प           र   

30. Resultant (adjective) - ensuing, 

consequent, following, subsequent, 

resulting प र     

31. Commensurate (adjective) - proportionate, 

equivalent, equal, corresponding, 

comparable     प 

32. Stable (adjective) - steady, firm, secure, 

constant, fixed    र 

33. Amid (preposition) - among, during, 

amidst, throughout, between        

34. So far (phrase) - until now or up to this 

point       

35. Warranted (adjective) - justified, 

sanctioned, authorized, deserved, merited 

     

36. Accountable (adjective) - responsible, 

liable, answerable, amenable, obligated 
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Summary of the Editorial 
1. The crisis in West Asia has exposed weaknesses in India’s energy security, policy 

preparedness, and crisis communication. 

2. India is highly dependent on imported oil, importing nearly 90% of its total requirement, 

making it vulnerable to global disruptions. 

3. The Strait of Hormuz is a crucial route for oil supply to India, so instability in the region directly 

affects the country. 

4. The government has attempted to reduce oil dependence by promoting ethanol blending and 

biofuels. 

5. However, these alternatives currently have limited strategic impact because India’s energy 

demand is rapidly increasing with economic growth. 

6. India’s oil import policies need long-term planning and resilience against geopolitical 

pressures. 

7. The crisis has highlighted the importance of Russian oil supplies for India’s energy security. 

8. India had previously reduced Russian oil imports due to pressure from the United States, 

which weakened its supply options. 

9. In earlier situations, India had also yielded to U.S. pressure regarding oil imports from Iran 

and Venezuela. 

10. Ironically, the U.S. is now encouraging India to import Russian oil again to stabilize global oil 

markets. 

11. India’s earlier policy decisions may lead to loss of discounted Russian oil, reduced trust from 

Moscow, and limited gains in relations with the U.S. 

12. Government officials have informally stated that fuel prices will not be increased, partly due 

to political pressure. 

13. Critics note that fuel prices were not reduced earlier when global oil prices were low. 

14. The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) increased LPG connections and demand, but 

supply planning and reserves did not keep pace, causing shortages for restaurants and hotels. 

15. The government’s weak and delayed communication—through anonymous briefings and 

tweets—created unnecessary panic, showing the need for transparent and accountable crisis 

communication. 
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based 
1. Why does the author describe the government’s decision not to hike fuel prices as a "moral 

necessity"?               [Editorial Page] 

A. Because the government had already transitioned the entire country to biofuels. 
B. Because fuel prices were not reduced for consumers even when global oil prices were low. 
C. Because the U.S. Supreme Court ordered India to keep domestic prices stable for a month. 
D. Because the national oil companies have reached a state of total financial self-sufficiency. 

2. According to the passage, what has been the consequence of India's recent shifting policy on 
Russian oil imports? 
A. India has secured a permanent 50% discount on all future Russian crude shipments. 
B. India has gained significant respect from the U.S. for its independent trade decisions. 
C. India has squandered Moscow’s trust and may no longer receive oil at a discount. 
D. A comprehensive and lucrative trade deal with the United States has been finalized. 

3. What is the author’s primary criticism of the government's crisis communication strategy? 
A. The government relied too heavily on international press conferences and took too many 

questions. 
B. Officials used occasional tweets and off-record briefings, which allowed panic to spread. 
C. The government communicated too early, causing unnecessary fluctuations in the stock 

market. 
D. The inter-ministerial press conference held on Tuesday was too detailed and technically 

complex. 
4. Which of the following best reflects the author’s view on the PMUY (Ujjwala Yojana) and its 

impact on the commercial sector? 
A. It has successfully eliminated the need for oil imports from the Strait of Hormuz. 
B. It has provided a stable reserve of gas that now supports the entire restaurant industry. 
C. The resulting increase in domestic demand has left hotels and restaurants suffering amid 

shortages. 
D. It serves as a blueprint for how policy can perfectly anticipate and prepare for global 

energy crises. 
5. Which of the following best describes the overall tone of the passage? 

A. Laudatory and Optimistic 
B. Critical and Apprehensive 
C. Indifferent and Statistical 
D. Aggressive and Hostile 

6. Given below are six sentences taken from a paragraph. The first and the last sentences are 
numbered S1 and S2 and are placed in the first and last positions respectively. The other four 
sentences between the first and last sentences are jumbled up and are numbered A, B, C, 
and D. Rearrange the jumbled sentences in a logical sequence keeping the unity and 
coherence of the paragraph intact. Choose the correct alternative that best describes the 
sequence. 
S1. During Britain's industrial revolution, new factories faced a need for strict timekeeping – 
including far more specific start times for workers. 
These "human alarm clocks" would work their way down streets tapping on windows or 
shooting peas at them, refusing to move until they got a sleepy response from their clients. 
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Factories initially tried using whistles and bells to summon them, but when these proved 
unreliable, an entire profession dedicated to awakening people sprouted up: the "knocker 
uppers." 
A worker arriving even five minutes late could hold up an entire assembly line, yet early 
mechanical alarm clocks were far too expensive for a typical employee to own. 
While jobs akin to knocker uppers existed in other societies, people throughout history also 
relied on different inventive methods, from keeping roosters to using clever candle clocks. 
S2. Learning how these past societies slept and woke up could even help us improve our own 
sleep – and awakenings – today 
A. CABD 
B. CBAD 
C. BACD 
D. CADB  

7. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word: AWRY 
A. Straight 
B. Correct 
C. Askew 
D. Proper 

8. Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word. Lugubrious 
A. Joyous 
B. Mournful 
C. Gloomy 
D. Sorrowful 

9. Choose the correct meaning of idiom: Break one's duck 
A. Abandon a hobby 
B. Spoil a good start 
C. Achieve a first success after previous failures 
D. Undergo bankruptcy 

10. Choose the correct meaning of idiom: Cut me dead 
A. Ignored me deliberately 
B. Insulted me openly 
C. Misunderstood me accidentally 
D. Praised me sarcastically 

11. Which of these is the correct spelling of a critique of metaphysical assumptions? 
A. Phenomenalogical 
B. Phenomenological 
C. Phenomenollogical 
D. Phenomenonlogical 

12. Spot the correct spelling of verbose roundabout speech. 
A. Circumlocution 
B. Circumloction 
C. Cirumlocution 
D. Circumlocation 
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13. Choose the correct one-word substitute for: 'An inoffensive word used in place of a blunt 
one'. 
A. Allusion 
B. Euphemism 
C. Analogy 
D. Allegory 

14. Choose the correct one-word substitute for: 'A short-lived or fleeting phenomenon 
A. Ephemeral 
B. Eternal 
C. Archetype 
D. Chronicle 

15. Select the sentence containing the homonym of the highlighted word:  
He wore a ring with a family crest. 
A. The phone started to ring during the meeting. 
B. She showed him her engagement ring. 
C. A ring of fire surrounded the camp. 
D. They danced in a circle, forming a ring. 

16. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate article. 
In ______ absence of comprehensive data and ______ presence of conflicting anecdotal 
evidence, policy decisions often rest on precarious assumptions. 
A. an, a 
B. the, the 
C. an, the 
D. a, a 

17. Find the part of the sentence that contains an error: 
Most of the feedbacks received from senior scholars (1)/ were overwhelmingly in favour (2)/ 
of increasing emphasis on interdisciplinary research (3)/ as opposed to segmented evaluation 
models. (4) 
A. (1) 
B. (2) 
C. (3) 
D. (4) 

18. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence: 
The officer ordered to the soldiers to march ahead. 
A. ordered the soldiers for marching 
B. ordered the soldiers to march ahead 
C. gave order the soldiers to march 
D. ordered to soldiers to march 

19. A sentence is provided in direct speech. From the four given options, choose the one that 
most accurately conveys the sentence in its corresponding indirect speech. 
The teacher said to the students, "Work hard to pass the exam." 
A. The teacher said the students work hard. 
B. The teacher told the students to worked hard. 
C. The teacher advised the students to work hard to pass the exam. 
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D. The teacher asked the students that they must work hard. 
20. Fill in the blank with the correctly spelt word. 

The professor emphasized the ______ nature of literary interpretation. 
A. subjectif 
B. subgective 
C. subjective 
D. subjuctive  
Comprehension   
Picture a school in rural India. It is (1) ___ time, and the atmosphere echoes with collective 
chatter and excited shrieks. Some girls, mostly aged around nine or 10, are playing hopscotch. 
A few others are running, playing tag. Fast forward 20 years. The girls are now in their late 20s 
or early 30s, married, and with families to care for. The excited chatter and games played have 
been (2) ___ to memory. They wake up early, cook, and attend to other household chores, 
sleep and repeat. Looking after their families have become their priority. India’s Time Use 
Survey 2024 recorded that children aged six to 14 spent between 1 hour and 23 minutes a day 
in physical activity. The survey further found that females aged 15 to 59 spent 5 hours and 5 
minutes a day on unpaid domestic work. Their male counterparts (3) ___ 86 minutes for the 
same chores. The study pointed to a reality that has been hiding in plain sight. As a girl grows 
up, time and societal norms close around her, similar to a door shutting forever in a sudden 
gust. Among women aged 15 to 29, only 3.9% were engaged in sports or exercise. Among 
those who exercised, an average session lasted 46 minutes. In the case of men, 14.8% — 
nearly four times — participated in some sports or exercise, each session lasting 64 minutes on 
average. The Time Use Survey stopped tracking women’s sports participation as a (4) ____ 
category after the age of 29. The sample became too small to count. It was not a data failure, 
but a statement: by the time a woman crossed 30, very few exercised. The related data (5) ___ 
to register as a statistical phenomenon worth measuring separately. 

21. select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1). 
A. adjourn 
B. cessation 
C. suspend 
D. recess  

22. select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2). 
A. abandoned 
B. relegated 
C. expunged 
D. discard 

23. select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3).   
A. partook 
B. sympathize 
C. spared 
D. refrained 

24. select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4).  
A. distinct 
B. taxonomy 
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C. ostensibly 
D. segregate 

25. select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5). 
A. prevented 
B. halt 
C. abstains 
D. ceased 
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Answers 
1. B 2. C 3.B 4. C 5. B 6.B 7. C 8. A 9. C 10.A  11.B 12.A 

13. B 14.A 15.A 16.C 17.A 18.B 19.C 20.C 21.D 22.B 23.C 24.A 

25. D                [Practice Exercise]    

Explanations 

1. B)  Because fuel prices were not reduced for consumers even when global oil prices were 
low. 
 The passage explains this necessity by noting, "After all, fuel prices were not cut over the last 
two and a half years even when oil prices were comfortably low." 
others are incorrect: (A), (C), and (D) are either not mentioned or contradict the facts provided 
in the passage regarding dependence and legal deliberations. 

2. C) India has squandered Moscow’s trust and may no longer receive oil at a discount. 
The passage explicitly states that as things stand, India "has squandered Moscow’s trust" and 
"may no longer receive a discount for Russian oil." 
others are incorrect: The passage notes that respect from the U.S. is "diminishing" and a trade 
deal remains "distant," contradicting options (B) and (D). 

3. B) Officials used occasional tweets and off-record briefings, which allowed panic to spread. 
The passage mentions that communicating only through "off-record briefings and occasional 
tweets has meant panic... has spread faster than warranted." 
others are incorrect: (A) and (D) are the opposite of what happened; the conference was "days 
late" and "no questions were taken." 

4. C) The resulting increase in domestic demand has left hotels and restaurants suffering amid 
shortages. 
The passage points out that because the supply did not increase with the demand, 
"restaurants and hotels are now suffering amid shortages." 
 others are incorrect: (A) is factually wrong based on the 90% import figure. (B) and (D) 
contradict the author's point that the policy "does not anticipate crises." 

5. B) Critical and Apprehensive 
Critical means expressing an analysis of faults or failures, while Apprehensive means feeling 
anxious or fearful that something bad will happen. 
The author is critical of the government's communication strategy (calling it "missing" and 
"needs more work"), its handling of diplomatic pressure ("squandered Moscow’s trust"), and 
the lack of foresight in LPG supply planning. The tone is apprehensive because it highlights 
India's "vast and growing" dependence on imports and the "marginal strategic significance" of 
current relief measures amid a deepening crisis. 

6. B)  CBAD 
Correct Sequence: S1-C-B-A-D-S2 

Sentence C, S1 के तुयॊत फाद आता है क्मोंकक मह S1 भें फताए गए "strict timekeeping" की आवश्मकता 
का भुख्म कायण फताता है। मह सभझाता है कक एक worker के late होने से ऩूयी "assembly line" कैसे रुक 

सकती थी, औय मह बी फताता है कक workers के ऩास खदु के alarm clocks क्मों नहीॊ थे (व ेफहुत भहॊगे 

थे)। मह problem को introduce कयता है। 
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Sentence B, Sentence C के फाद आता है क्मोंकक alarm clocks न होने की सभस्मा (Sentence C) का 
शुरुआती सभाधान factories ने "whistles and bells" से कयने की कोशशश की। जफ वह तयीका पेर हो 
गमा, तो "knocker uppers" नाभ का एक नमा profession शुरू हुआ। 
Sentence A, Sentence B के फाद आता है क्मोंकक "These 'human alarm clocks'" सीधे तौय ऩय 

Sentence B भें introduce ककए गए "knocker uppers" को refer कयता है। मह detail भें फताता है कक व े

अऩना काभ कैसे कयते थे (खखड़ककमों ऩय टैऩ कयना मा भटय भायना)। 
Sentence D, Sentence A के फाद आता है औय S2 से ऩहरे एक भजफूत link फनाता है। मह "knocker 

uppers" के ववषम को Britain से हटाकय "other societies" औय इततहास के अन्म तयीकों (जैस ेroosters 

औय candle clocks) तक रे जाता है। मही कायण है कक S2 भें "past societies" से सीखने की फात कही गई 

है। 
Sentence C follows S1 immediately because it elaborates on the reason for the "strict 
timekeeping" mentioned in S1 (a late worker holds up the assembly line). It also introduces the 
core problem: regular employees could not afford mechanical alarm clocks. 
Sentence B follows because it provides the historical solution to the problem stated in C. It 
explains that factories first tried whistles, and when those failed, the specific profession of 
"knocker uppers" was born to wake workers up.  
Sentence A comes next because the phrase "These 'human alarm clocks'" directly describes 
the "knocker uppers" introduced in Sentence B. It provides a vivid description of their 
methods, such as shooting peas at windows. 
Sentence D comes last because it broadens the context from Britain's specific industrial 
solution to how "other societies" and people "throughout history" handled waking up. This 
serves as a perfect transition to S2, which concludes by suggesting we can learn from these 
"past societies.”  

7. C) Awry (adverb/adjective) – Crooked, twisted, askance, amiss, off-center टेढा / बफगड़ा हुआ 

Synonym: Askew (adverb/adjective) – Not straight, tilted to one side, uneven, lopsided ततयछा / 

एक ओय झुका हुआ 

• Straight (adjective) – Not curved, direct, aligned सीधा 
• Correct (adjective) – Accurate, right, true सही 
• Proper (adjective) – Suitable, appropriate, fitting उचित 

8. A) Lugubrious (adjective) – Sad, gloomy, mournful, dismal, depressed उदास, शोकऩूणण 
Antonym: Joyous (adjective) – Very happy, cheerful, delighted, glad. हवषणत, प्रसन्न 

• Mournful (adjective) – Sad, sorrowful, grieving. शोकाकुर 

• Gloomy (adjective) – Dark, depressing, sad. तनयाशाजनक 

• Sorrowful (adjective) – Full of sorrow, unhappy, distressed. दु् खी 
9. C) Break one's duck (idiom) – Achieve a first success after previous failures ऩहरी सपरता 

हाशसर कयना, खासकय कई फाय असपर होने के फाद 
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10. A) Cut me dead (idiom) – Ignored me deliberately जानफूझकय नज़यअॊदाज़ कयना / अनदेखा कय दे 

11. B)The correct spelling of “a critique of metaphysical assumptions” is Phenomenological which 
means “related to the philosophical study of structures of experience and consciousness” 

अनुबव औय ितेना की सॊयिनाओॊ के दाशणतनक अध्ममन से सॊफॊचधत. 

12. A) he correct spelling of “verbose roundabout speech” is “Circumlocution” which means “the 

use of many words where few would do; indirect or roundabout expression” घुभा-कपयाकय फात 

कयना, अचधक शब्दों का उऩमोग कयके फात कहना 
13. B) Euphemism (noun) – An indirect or mild expression used in place of one considered harsh 

or blunt, शशष्टोक्क्त / ववनम्र शब्द 

• Allusion (noun) – An indirect reference to something, सॊकेत 

• Analogy (noun) – A comparison between two things for explanation, उऩभा 
• Allegory (noun) – A story with a hidden moral or political meaning, रूऩक कथा 

14. A) Ephemeral (adjective) – Short-lived, lasting for a very brief time अल्ऩकाशरक, ऺखणक 

• Eternal (adjective) – Lasting forever, without end शाश्वत 

• Archetype (noun) – An original model or perfect example आददरूऩ, भूर प्रततरूऩ 

• Chronicle (noun) – A factual written account of events वववयण-रेख 

15. A) The phone started to ring during the meeting. 

महाॉ ‘ring’ का अथण है — अॊगूठी / उॊगरी भें ऩहनने वारा गहना। 
हभें ऐसा वाक्म िनुना है क्जसभें ‘ring’ का उच्िायण सभान हो रेककन अथण अरग हो (homonym)। 
ववकल्ऩ A भें ‘ring’ का अथण है — घॊटी फजना / पोन फजना। 
मह अथण अॊगूठी वारे अथण से ऩूयी तयह शबन्न है। 
दोनों का उच्िायण सभान है, रेककन अथण अरग — इसशरए मह homonym है। 

 In the highlighted sentence, ring means a piece of jewelry worn on a finger. 
In option A, ring means to make a ringing sound / for a phone to ring. 
Same pronunciation, different meanings → homonym. 

16. C) an, the का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक absence vowel sound से शुरू होता है इसशरए उसके ऩहरे an 

आएगा, औय presence एक specific क्स्थतत को दशाण यहा है इसशरए उसके ऩहरे the का प्रमोग सही है। 
वाक्म नीतत-तनभाणण की उस ववशषे ऩरयक्स्थतत की फात कय यहा है जहाॉ डटेा की कभी औय एक खास तयह के 

ववयोधाबासी साक्ष्मों की भौजूदगी है, इसशरए article का िमन सॊदबण आधारयत है। 

 “an” will be used before absence because it begins with a vowel sound, and “the” will 
be used before presence because it refers to a specific, context-defined situation. The 
sentence discusses a particular condition in policy-making where there is lack of 
comprehensive data and the existence of conflicting anecdotal evidence; hence these 
articles are contextually appropriate. 

17. A) (1) भें feedbacks के फदरे feedback का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक feedback एक uncountable noun है 

औय इसका plural रूऩ नहीॊ फनामा जाता। सही प्रमोग: Most of the feedback received… 
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“Feedback” is an uncountable noun in standard English. 
 Uncountable nouns do not take plural forms (no -s / -es).  
 Therefore, “feedbacks” is grammatically incorrect.  
 Correct Sentence:Most of the feedback received from senior scholars were 
overwhelmingly in favour of increasing emphasis on interdisciplinary research as opposed to 
segmented evaluation models. 

18. B) ordered to the soldiers to march ahead’ के फदरे ‘ordered the soldiers to march ahead’ का 
प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक 'order' verb के फाद indirect object (the soldiers) बफना preposition 'to' के सीधे 

आता है, औय इसके फाद to + verb (to march) प्रमोग होता है। इसशरए सही सॊयिना है: ordered + 

object + to + V1।  

 Incorrect part: “ordered to the soldiers to march ahead”  
 The verb “order” does not take the preposition “to” before its object. 
Correct structure: 
 order + object + to + base verb   
   ordered the soldiers to march   
   ordered him to leave  
 “the soldiers” is the direct object.  
 “to march” is the infinitive showing the commanded action.  
 The structure is grammatically correct and natural. 
Other Options Analysis: 
  ordered the soldiers for marching — wrong preposition and verb form. 
  gave order the soldiers to march — missing article (gave an order).  
  ordered to soldiers to march — incorrect placement of “to”. 

19. C) The teacher advised the students to work hard to pass the exam. 

Active से Indirect Speech भें फदरने के शरए, Reporting verb औय Reported speech दोनों भें 
आवश्मक ऩरयवतणन ककए जाते हैं। महाॊ Reporting verb said to है, क्जस ेIndirect Speech भें advised भें 
फदरा जाता है क्मोंकक वाक्म भें सराह (advice) दी जा यही है। Reported speech भें ददमा गमा 
आदेश/सराह "Work hard to pass the exam." है, क्जस ेIndirect Speech भें फदरते सभम to + verb 

(infinitive) का प्रमोग ककमा जाता है। इसशरए "to work hard to pass the exam" सही सॊयिना फनती है। 
इस तयह वाक्म का बाव औय अथण दोनों सुयक्षऺत यहते हैं। 
To convert Direct to Indirect Speech:  
 Remove the quotation marks.  
 Change the imperative sentence into to + base verb.  
 Use an appropriate reporting verb according to the sense (advise / tell / order). 
  
 Add the object (the students).  
 Keep the base form of the verb after to.  
In this sentence: 
 Reporting clause: The teacher said to the students  
 Direct speech (imperative): "Work hard to pass the exam."  
 This sentence expresses advice, not a question or statement.  
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 Imperative sentences are converted using advised / told + object + to + verb. 
Changes made:  
 "said to" → advised (best suited to the meaning).  
 "Work hard" → to work hard.  
 Purpose phrase to pass the exam remains unchanged. 
Correct indirect speech: 
Option 3: 
The teacher advised the students to work hard to pass the exam. 

20. C) 'Subjective' का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक वाक्म सादहक्यमक व्माख्मा की उस प्रकृतत की फात कय यहा है जो 
व्मक्क्त-ववशषे की सोि, अनुबव औय दृक्ष्टकोण ऩय तनबणय कयती है। “the ______ nature of literary 

interpretation” के सॊदबण भें, मह गुण subjectivity को दशाणता है, इसशरए सही वतणनी वारा शब्द 

subjective ही उऩमुक्त है।  

 ‘Subjective’ should be used because the sentence refers to the nature of literary 
interpretation that depends on an individual's perspective, experience, and perception. 
In the context of “the ______ nature of literary interpretation,” it indicates subjectivity, 
hence the correctly spelt word subjective is the most appropriate choice. 

21. D) '[recess]' सही है क्मोंकक मह एक noun है क्जसका इस्तेभार खासतौय ऩय स्कूर भें शभरने वारे ब्रेक 

(break) के शरए ककमा जाता है, इसशरए "recess time" बफल्कुर सही है। 'adjourn' एक verb है क्जसका 
भतरफ ककसी भीदटॊग मा कोटण केस को अगरी तायीख तक योकना होता है। 'cessation' एक formal noun 

है क्जसका भतरफ ककसी िीज़ का ऩूयी तयह खयभ होना होता है, जो स्कूर के छोटे ब्रेक के शरए गरत है। 
'suspend' एक verb है क्जसका भतरफ अस्थामी रूऩ स े(temporarily) ककसी िीज़ को योकना मा 
तनरॊबफत कयना होता है। 

 '[recess]' is used because it is a noun that specifically refers to a scheduled break period 
in a school day, perfectly fitting the standard phrase "recess time". 'adjourn' is a verb 
meaning to break off a meeting or legal case until another time. 'cessation' is a formal 
noun meaning the fact or process of ending or being brought to an end, which doesn't 
fit the context of a short, daily school break. 'suspend' is a verb meaning to temporarily 
prevent from continuing or being in force. 

22. B) '[relegated]' सही है क्मोंकक "relegated to" का भतरफ ककसी िीज़ को तनिरे दजे ऩय मा ऩीछे धकेर 

देना होता है। फड़ ेहोने ऩय फिऩन के खेर अफ शसपण  "मादों भें धकेर ददए गए हैं" (relegated to memory)। 
'abandoned' का भतरफ ऩयूी तयह छोड़ देना होता है, रेककन इसके साथ 'to' preposition सही नहीॊ 
फैठता। 'expunged' का भतरफ ऩूयी तयह शभटा देना होता है, जो मादों भें यहन े(memory) के वविाय के 

खखराप है। 'discard' का भतरफ पें क देना होता है, जो "to memory" के साथ कपट नहीॊ होता। 
 '[relegated]' is used because the phrase "relegated to" means to dismiss or consign 

something to an inferior rank, position, or place, such as putting old childhood games 
into the back of one's memory as adult duties take over. 'abandoned' means left 
completely, but it does not naturally take the preposition "to" in this context. 
'expunged' means erased or removed completely, which contradicts the idea of 
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keeping them in memory. 'discard' means thrown away or rejected, which also doesn't 
grammatically or logically fit the phrase "to memory". 

23. C) '[spared]' सही है क्मोंकक महाॉ इसका भतरफ सभम तनकारना (give time) होता है। भदहराओॊ के 5 

घॊटे के भुकाफरे ऩुरुषों ने घय के काभों के शरए शसपण  86 शभनट तनकारे (spared)। 'partook' का भतरफ 

दहस्सा रेना होता है, रेककन इसके साथ 'in' preposition का आना ज़रूयी है। 'refrained' का भतरफ खदु 

को ककसी काभ से योकना होता है, जो 86 शभनट काभ कयने के तथ्म के ववऩयीत (opposite) है। 
'sympathize' एक present tense का verb है क्जसका भतरफ सहानुबूतत जताना होता है, जो महाॉ ग्राभय 

औय अथण दोनों के दहसाफ से गरत है। 
 '[spared]' is used because in this context, it means to give or afford time to do a specific 

task. While women spent over 5 hours, men "spared" only 86 minutes for domestic 
chores. 'partook' means to participate, but it strictly requires the preposition "in" 
(partook in). 'refrained' means stopped oneself from doing something, which 
completely contradicts the fact that they spent 86 minutes doing the work. 
'sympathize' is a present-tense verb meaning to feel pity or sorrow for someone, which 
makes no grammatical or contextual sense here. 

24. A) '[distinct]' सही है क्मोंकक मह एक adjective है क्जसका भतरफ अरग मा स्ऩष्ट (separate) होता है। 
"category" (noun) से ऩहरे आकय मह एक अरग साॊक्ख्मकीम सभूह (distinct category) को बफल्कुर 

सही से दशाणता है। 'taxonomy' एक noun है क्जसका भतरफ वगीकयण ववऻान होता है, इसशरए मह ग्राभय 

के दहसाफ से गरत है। 'ostensibly' एक adverb है क्जसका भतरफ 'ज़ादहय तौय ऩय' होता है, जो सीधे ककसी 
noun की ववशषेता नहीॊ फता सकता। 'segregate' एक verb है क्जसका भतरफ अरग कयना होता है, 

जफकक महाॉ adjective िादहए। 
 '[distinct]' is used because it is an adjective meaning recognizably different or separate, 

fitting perfectly before the noun "category" to describe a separate statistical group for 
measuring women's sports participation. 'taxonomy' is a noun meaning the science of 
classification, so it fails grammatically where an adjective is needed. 'ostensibly' is an 
adverb meaning apparently or seemingly, which cannot modify a noun directly. 
'segregate' is a verb meaning to separate or divide, so it is grammatically incorrect in 
this adjective slot. 

25. D) '[ceased]' सही है क्मोंकक मह past tense का verb है क्जसका भतरफ रुक जाना मा खयभ होना (stop 

happening) होता है। "ceased to register" का भतरफ है कक डटेा इतना कभ था कक वह रयकॉडण होना ही 
फॊद हो गमा। 'prevented' का भतरफ योकना होता है, रेककन इसके साथ object मा 'from' का आना 
ज़रूयी है। 'halt' का भतरफ रुकना होता है, रेककन मह present tense मा noun है, इसशरए ग्राभय के 

दहसाफ से गरत है। 'abstains' present tense है औय इसका इस्तेभार इॊसानों के शरए होता है जफ वे 
अऩनी भज़ी से कुछ नहीॊ कयते (जैस ेवोट न देना), मह डटेा (data) के शरए इस्तेभार नहीॊ हो सकता। 

 '[ceased]' is used because it is a past-tense verb meaning to come to an end or stop 

happening. The data "ceased to register" means it stopped being recorded on the 

survey because the numbers fell too low. 'prevented' requires a direct object or the 
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preposition "from" (prevented them from registering) to be grammatically correct. 

'halt' means to stop, but it is either a present-tense verb or a noun, failing the past-

tense grammatical requirement of the sentence. 'abstains' is present tense and refers 

to a person consciously choosing not to do something (like voting), which doesn't apply 

to inanimate data. 
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