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Faiths and fences: On reservation benefits, religious groups
Limiting reservation benefits to specific religious groups is appropriate

The Supreme Court of India has reiterated a long-held, yet contested, principle of India’s anti-
discrimination jurisprudence — that protections and special provisions for Scheduled Caste (SC)
communities will be available only to those who practise Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. The March
24 Court judgment arose from a Christian pastor who sought protections under the SC/ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, in Andhra Pradesh. The Court upheld a High Court decision that any member of the
SC community who has converted out of the three religions specified in the Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950, issued under Article 341, ceases to be an SC member. The original definition of
SC included only Hindus, but was extended to Sikhs (1956) and Buddhists (1990). India’s founding
leaders, including first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, were clear that the extreme form of
discrimination manifested in untouchability was unique to Hindu society. But political and social
realities forced amendments later. SC communities began using religious conversion itself as an act of
assertion and autonomy. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar himself led a mass conversion of SC members to
Buddhism. Notably, he converted to Buddhism in 1956, the year when all SC communities practising
the Sikh religion were brought under special provisions, including reservation.

There are theological and legal arguments for this distinction reiterated by the Court. It is often
argued that in Christianity and Islam, there is no theological defence of discrimination based on social
stratification. That Sikhism and Buddhism are part of the civilisational universe of Hinduism is an
argument which has gained political and constitutional legitimacy. Under Explanation Il to Article
25(2) of the Constitution, the definition of Hindu includes the Sikh, Buddhist and Jain faiths. Neither
the theological nor the constitutional arguments for the exclusion of converts to Islam and
Christianity from special protections are logically or empirically watertight, and hence the question
continues to fester. Christian or Muslim converts continue to face discrimination, including
untouchability, even within their new religious world. After all, discrimination needs no theological
sanction. But the question of their inclusion remains a politically surcharged topic, with a commission
headed by former Chief Justice of India K.G. Balakrishnan examining this. Many Dalit activists oppose
the inclusion of converts within the existing quantum of reservation. Many members of SC
communities who have converted to Christianity or Islam receive benefits under provisions meant for
Socially and Educationally Backward Classes under Article 15(4) of the Constitution. The Court’s
decision is appropriate under the existing legal and constitutional scheme, and any change can only

come through a political process and the legislative route. ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Vocabulary
15.

Fence (noun) - barrier, pale, railing,
enclosure, boundary ST3/3THT

Limit (verb) - restrict, curb, check, confine,
cap TIfAT LT

Reiterate (verb) - repeat, restate, retell,
recapitulate, echo TR-IR gIgTaT
Contested (adjective) - disputed, debated,
argued, contended, litigated Taargrede
Discrimination (noun) - prejudice, bias,
bigotry, intolerance, inequity HGHTa
Jurisprudence (noun) - the study or theory
of law faf&r-emex

Pastor (noun) - priest, clergyman, minister,

parson, cleric qred)

Seek (verb) - solicit, request, pursue, ask,

desire HTITAT/TT AT
Atrocity (noun) - cruelty, outrage, horror,
abomination, enormity 3cdTd

Upheld (verb) - sustain, support, maintain,

validate, confirm F@' O IdT/dLh I WAl

Cease (verb) - stop, halt, terminate, end,

desist GHATCH BIAT/Sehedl
Manifest (verb) - display, exhibit, show,
demonstrate, reveal WWT/%‘@'IET

Untouchability (noun) - a social practice of
ostracizing a minority group by segregating
them from the mainstream

IR/ TR

Amendment (noun) - alteration,
modification, revision, change, correction

AT

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Assertion (noun) - declaration, contention,

statement, affirmation, claim €&dl a

hgT/eraT

Autonomy (noun) - the ability to make
one’s own decisions and act independently

EATcddr

Notably (adverb) - remarkably,
significantly, particularly, especially,

strikingly A & &

Provision (noun) - clause, condition, term,
requirement, stipulation YTdeITel
Theological (adjective) - religious,
scriptural, doctrinal, divine, canonical
TR/ ga e TaET

Distinction (noun) - difference, contrast,

variance, discrepancy, divergence FR/A

. Often (adverb) - frequently, repeatedly,

regularly, habitually, commonly 3sF8Y

Stratification (noun) - classification,
layering, grouping, ranking, organization
EALRIIT

Civilisational (adjective) - relating to a
human society that has a highly developed
culture and way of life TFITAT TaET
Legitimacy (noun) - legality, validity,
lawfulness, authenticity, rightfulness qErdr

Empirically (adverb) - experimentally,
factually, practically, observationally,
realistically ﬂﬁWW@f

Watertight (adjective) - foolproof, flawless,
impeccable, irrefutable, solid

JieEreT/3hIeT
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27. Fester (verb) - aggravate, rankle, smolder, 30. Examine (verb) - inspect, scrutinize,
intensify, worsen shsdlgc Yer hAT/HSAl investigate, study, probe ST AT
28. Sanction (noun) - an official approval or a 31. Activist (noun) - campaigner, advocate,
penalty imposed to enforce rules or laws reformer, champion, militant FHRIRAT
ﬁaﬁ/yﬂﬂﬁ 32. Existing (adjective) - current, present,
29. Surcharge (verb) - to fill with strong or extant, prevailing, immediate
exaggerated emotion 3cdiold EI#FI'IFT/HTEI‘\?\T
AT/ TS HRX STl 33. Quantum (noun) - amount, quantity,

portion, measure, quota HTHT/%FQ:IT
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Summary of the Editorial

1. The Supreme Court reaffirmed that Scheduled Caste (SC) reservation benefits apply only to
Hindus, Sikhs, and Buddhists.

2. The ruling came in a case where a Christian pastor sought protection under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

3. The Court upheld that conversion outside the specified religions results in loss of SC status.

4. This principle is based on the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950 under Article 341.

5. Initially, SC status was limited to Hindus but later extended to Sikhs (1956) and Buddhists
(1990).

6. Founding leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru believed untouchability was specific to Hindu social
structure.

7. However, social realities led to amendments and recognition of other related religions.
Conversion has historically been used by Dalits as a means of social assertion and dignity.

9. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s conversion to Buddhism symbolised resistance against caste
discrimination.

10. The Court’s reasoning includes theological arguments that Islam and Christianity do not
sanction caste discrimination.

11. Constitutional interpretation also groups Sikhism and Buddhism within the broader Hindu
framework.

12. However, exclusion of Muslim and Christian converts is not fully logical or empirically justified.

13. Evidence shows that caste-based discrimination persists even after religious conversion.

14. The issue remains politically sensitive, with ongoing examination by a commission led by
former CJI K.G. Balakrishnan.

15. Any change in extending reservation benefits to converts must come through legislative and
political processes, not judicial reinterpretation.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Why did India's founding leaders, such as Jawaharlal Nehru, originally limit SC protections to
Hindu society? [Editorial page]|
A. They believed that untouchability was a unique form of discrimination manifested
specifically within Hindu society.
B. They wanted to encourage SC members to convert to Buddhism as an act of social
assertion and autonomy.
C. They were following the exact theological guidelines of Islam and Christianity which
defend social stratification.
D. They intended to ensure that the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act would never apply
to the state of Andhra Pradesh.
2. Which of the following is/are INCORRECT regarding the current status of Dalit converts to
Christianity or Islam?
1. They currently receive benefits under provisions for Socially and Educationally Backward
Classes under Article 15(4).
2. The Supreme Court has mandated that they must be included in the existing quantum of
reservation for Scheduled Castes.
3. A commission headed by former Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan is currently examining the
guestion of their inclusion.
4. Discrimination and untouchability are entirely non-existent for those who convert to these
new religious worlds.
Only 1and 3
Only 2 and 4
Only 2,3,and 4
. All are incorrect
3. Based on your understanding of the passage, what is the significance of the year 1956 in the
context of SC protections?
A. It was the year the Supreme Court first ruled that the SC/ST Act applies only to the state of
Andhra Pradesh.
B. It was the year the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order was first issued to include only
the Hindu faith.
C. It was the year Dr. B.R. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism and Sikhs were brought under
special SC provisions.
D. It was the year that the government decided to remove all religious requirements for the
definition of Scheduled Castes.
4. Which of the following best describes the Tone of the passage?
A. Highly Emotional and Jingoistic
B. Analytical and Balanced
C. Dismissive and Unconcerned
D. Purely Religious and Biased
5. Consider the following statements regarding the legal definition of Scheduled Castes (SC) in
India:
1. The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, originally included only Hindus in its
definition.

o0 wp
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2. Special provisions for SC communities were extended to include those practicing Sikhism in

1956 and Buddhism in 1990.

3. Under Explanation Il to Article 25(2) of the Constitution, the definition of "Hindu" includes

Sikh, Buddhist, and Jain faiths.

4. The Supreme Court recently ruled that SC members who convert to Christianity still retain

their SC status under the 1950 Order.

Which of the statements given above are CORRECT?

A. Onlyland?2

B. Only2and4

C. Only1,2,and3

D. All are correct
6. Directions: In the following question, the sentences of a paragraph are jumbled up. Arrange

them in the correct order to form a meaningful and coherent paragraph.

A. Opposing this request, prosecutors strongly argued that the pair had plundered the

country's wealth and should not be permitted to use state money for personal legal fees.

B. US forces recently seized ex-Venezuelan leader Nicolds Maduro and his wife from their

Caracas compound and brought them to New York to face severe narco-terrorism
allegations.

C. However, the presiding judge appeared sympathetic to the couple's financial plight, noting

that while he wouldn't dismiss the case entirely, "the right to defence is paramount."

D. Facing these charges, their attorneys asked the judge to dismiss the case because US
sanctions have blocked them from using Venezuelan government funds for their defence.
DABC
BDAC
ACBD
. CBDA
7. Find the incorrect part in the given sentence:

“If I was you, | wouldn’t do this.”

A Ifl

B. wasyou

C. lwouldn't

D. dothis
8. Identify the error in the given sentence:

“He denied to attend the meeting citing personal reasons.”

A. He denied

B. to attend

C. the meeting

D. citing personal reasons
9. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate verb:

After months of silence, the author finally the controversy in a detailed blog post.

A. addressed

B. suppressed

C. diverted

D. evaded

o0 wp
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10. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: Turgid

A. Concise
B. Inflated
C. Simple
D. Plain
11. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: PALIMPSESTIC
A. Simplistic
B. Erased
C. Llayered
D. Empty

12. Choose the correctly spelt word:
A. innocient
B. insocant
C. insouciant
D. linsociant
13. Choose the correct meaning of the idiom: Every nook and cranny
A. Every small corner or hidden part
B. Everyimportant detail
C. Every visible place
D. Every large space or open area
14. Choose the correct meaning of the idiom: Tread on your toes
A. Be overly protective of yourself
B. Act with extreme caution
C. Offend or annoy someone
D. Help someone with their task
15. Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
A person who studies rocks and minerals
A. Cartographer
B. Mineralogist
C. Archaeologist
D. Paleontologist
16. Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
A person who works with gemstones
A. Gemologist
B. Jeweler
C. Silversmith
D. Metallurgist
17. Select the most appropriate antonym of the word: Chicanery

A. Deceit
B. Honesty
C. Trickery

D. Subterfuge
18. Select the most appropriate antonym of the word: Intimate
A. Distant
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B. Close
C. Familiar
D. Personal

19. One of these words is spelled incorrectly. Which one is it?
A. Torpor
B. Penury
C. Zealot
D. rancoros
20. One of these words is spelled incorrectly. Which one is it?
A. Connoisseur
B. Priviledge
C. Surveillance
D. Endeavour
Comprehension
I (1) ___ myaunt Eleanor a few days ago and asked her to help with an experiment. "It's for an
article," | said. | had explained | was going to call her back and she'd either be talking to the
real me or an Al deepfake. Could someone who's known me my whole life tell the difference?
At first, my aunt wasn't buying that any Al was involved. "Well, it sounds like you," she said. "l
think a real person uses a lot more (2) __ than | would expect an Al-generated voice to use."
That might be true, | told her, but Al is getting pretty advanced. There was a long pause. "l was
like 90% sure," she said, hesitating. "But that sounded more (3) ___." When we talk about
deepfakes, the typical concern is about you getting tricked. Rightly so. Al fakery has been used
to (4) ___ people out of large sums of money, spread misinformation and even attempt to (5)
____elections. But what if the shoe was on the other foot? What if someone accuses you of
being a deepfake? How do you prove you're real?
21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1).
A. calledin
B. callon
C. called up
D. call forth
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2).
A. vocabulary
B. punctuation
C. acoustics
D. inflection
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3).
A. fictitious
B. superficial
C. forged
D. artificial
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4).
A. scam
B. embezzle
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C. extort
D. rob

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5).
A. lobby

sway

negotiate

persuade

oo w

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 9



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

\VETg st wlopisll JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

Answers
1. A 2.B 3.C 4.B 5.C 6B 7.B 8B 9. A 10B 11.Cc 12C
13.A 14C 15B 16.A 17B 18A 19D 20.B 21.C 22D 23D 24A
25. B [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. A) They believed that untouchability was a unique form of discrimination manifested
specifically within Hindu society.
The passage states, "India’s founding leaders... were clear that the extreme form of
discrimination manifested in untouchability was unique to Hindu society."
others are wrong: (B) refers to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s later actions, not the original intent of the
leaders mentioned; (C) is the opposite of the passage (those religions have no theological
defense for it); (D) is not mentioned.

2. B)Only2and4.
Statement 2 is incorrect because the Court upheld their exclusion, stating any change must
come through the legislative route.
Statement 4 is incorrect because the passage says converts "continue to face discrimination,
including untouchability," in their new religions.
Similarity to Passage: Statements 1 and 3 are directly mentioned as the current reality and the
role of the Balakrishnan commission.

3. () It was the year Dr. B.R. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism and Sikhs were brought under
special SC provisions.
The passage notes, "Ambedkar himself... converted to Buddhism in 1956, the year when all SC
communities practising the Sikh religion were brought under special provisions."
others are wrong: (A) is not in the passage; (B) refers to the 1950 Order; (D) is factually
incorrect according to the passage.

4. B) Analytical and Balanced.
Analytical: The author examines legal precedents, constitutional articles (15, 25, 341), and
historical context to explain the current situation.
Balanced: The author presents both sides—acknowledging the Court's legal logic while also
noting that the arguments for exclusion are not "logically or empirically watertight" because
converts still face discrimination.

5. C) Only1, 2, and 3.
Statements 1, 2, and 3 are explicitly confirmed in the passage.The 1950 Order originally
covered Hindus, was amended for Sikhs (1956) and Buddhists (1990), and Article 25(2) groups
these together under the "Hindu"
Statement 4 is incorrect because the Court upheld that a member "ceases to be an SC
member" upon converting out of the three specified religions.

6. B) Correct Sequence: B-D-A-C
Sentence B comes first because it serves as the introductory topic sentence. It establishes the
primary subjects (Nicolds Maduro and his wife) and the foundational context: they were seized
and brought to New York to face "narco-terrorism allegations."
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Sentence D follows immediately because the phrase "Facing these charges" directly references
the "narco-terrorism allegations" introduced in Sentence B. It also introduces the main conflict
of the paragraph: the attorneys' request to dismiss the case due to blocked defense funds.
Sentence A comes next because the phrase "Opposing this request" is a direct logical link back
to the attorneys' plea to dismiss the case mentioned in Sentence D. It provides the counter-
argument from the prosecutors regarding those specific funds.
Sentence C comes last because the transition word "However" and the introduction of the
"presiding judge" serve to resolve the argument presented in Sentences D and A. It concludes
the paragraph by showing the judge's final reaction to both sides of the funding dispute.
Sentence B W%ﬁ GWW’CIE paragraph &I main topic introduce W%I g A
ﬁﬂ_d'lﬁ (Nicolas Maduro SﬁTB:IﬁtIT?ﬂ) ﬁﬁmm% GﬁTW basic context aﬂT%ﬁ?B%
TRUAR BB New York WW%?‘IT%?F[UT "narco-terrorism" & 3RITI (allegations) T
YheH Id Job |
Sentence D, Sentence B %ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬂ?{ &W@Tm "Facing these charges" (%1 SMRIGY BT JTHAT
WE’Q) iﬂ?)?ﬁvw Sentence B ﬁaamnq "narco-terrorism allegations" Cal refer W%I g
<Y paragraph ﬁa@rw (main conflict) Gal| ﬁWW%—%WﬁWﬁ@T&H
(dismiss) HI B AT DY %W US sanctions 550[3\_{6' T 3P defense funds SATH P E'Q
e
Sentence A, Sentence D & 91 &W@TW "Opposing this request” (@WWW‘JW
g0) Y TR IR sentence D A THIA GRT B 718 By WIS B B AT B refer HRAT 8 | TS
El?ﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁ'? prosecutors ﬁﬁﬁ@%%ﬁ%%@ﬁﬁﬂﬂé (counter-argument) fear—fe
REEER EICNIKER]
Sentence C 3TRAT H GH'Q"'ITW "However" (B'Iﬂ\'iﬁ?) 3R "presiding judge" ﬁ@ Sentence
D (aﬁa‘faﬁnm) 3R Sentence A (prosecutors Wﬁﬁﬂ) %Eﬂ?ﬁlﬁﬁ?f ded DI EnIS]
(resolution) ﬁ@'l?ﬁ%l g paragraph BT conclude BT %ﬁ? ol ol ﬁaﬁu&hﬁwaﬁ%
Te; 1 e ford (fob aara &1 SR a9 SR , At 3 WIS 781 ) |
7. B) ‘wasyou’ & §Gd ‘were you’ memﬂg imaginary / unreal condition %I @
il | Subjunctive Mood %ﬁ_ﬁiﬁﬂﬂ-ﬁ subjects & 1Y ‘were’ WW@HT%, @@r— If | were
you, | would not do this.
e ‘were you’ will be used instead of ‘was you’ because this is an unreal / hypothetical
condition. In such cases, under the Subjunctive Mood, ‘were’ is used with all subjects;
Like— If | were you, | would not do this.
8. B) ‘toattend’ CARSHE ‘attending’ WW@WWVerb deny%@ﬁ@ﬂm gerund (-ing
form) G‘H?IT%; ﬁ@r — He denied knowing the facts.
e ‘attending’ will be used instead of ‘to attend’ because the verb deny is always followed
by a gerund (-ing form); as in — He denied knowing the facts
9. A) addressed WW@WW sentence ﬁW‘TﬂT%%?@ JHY dob U Q'é':I & diq
AGP A 3fda: I faarg W Gad: §1d D1 | T8T & "issue B ISH/ATd B H1 8,
‘addressed’ WW%I
e ‘addressed’ should be used because the context states that after months of silence, the
author finally talked about or responded to the controversy. The idea is about taking up
the issue and discussing it, which makes ‘addressed’ the most fitting option.
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10.

11.

12

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

B) Turgid (adjective) — bombastic, swollen, inflated in style or language W/WE&H
Synonym: Inflated (adjective) — exaggerated, overblown, puffed up dgl-dgldX
e Concise (adjective) — brief and to the point Jfére
¢ Simple (adjective) — easy, plain, not complicated 9]
¢ Plain (adjective) — clear, straightforward, unadorned HI¥RU]
C) Palimpsestic (adjective) — having multiple layers of writing, meaning, or history built upon
earlier traces UXdGI} / a@-wﬁu
Synonym: Layered (adjective) — having levels or strata arranged on top of each other TRl are
e Simplistic (adjective) — oversimplified, lacking complexity 3fIH IRA
e Erased (adjective) — removed or wiped out ﬁIETCITEGH
e Empty (adjective) — without contents, vacant PEI]]

. C) The correct spelling of ‘insocant’ is ‘insouciant’ which means “carefree; unconcerned”

A) Every nook and cranny (idiom) -Every small corner or hidden part BT@ET-FIT@?T / feodt
SURGED
C) Tread on your toes (idiom) - Offend or annoy someone fdt ot ARSI T HTgd hRAl
B) Mineralogist (noun) — A person who studies rocks and minerals Wil 9 Al BT FTT
CIEIGH

e Cartographer (noun) — one who makes maps Ta=m-fAwtar

¢ Archaeologist (noun) — one who studies ancient human historyWﬁaﬂT

¢ Paleontologist (noun) — one who studies fossils Gﬂmﬁﬁw
A) Gemologist (noun) — A person who studies and works with gemstones I BT T g
TR1&107 R arall

¢ Jeweler (noun) — one who deals in jewelry &mﬂwﬁ% .

¢ Silversmith (noun) — one who makes objects from silver il BT PRIR

e Metallurgist (noun) — one who studies metals ﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ'@w
B) Chicanery (noun)— deception, trickery, fraud, use of clever but dishonest tactics ©¥¢l / dUC
Antonym: Honesty (noun) — truthfulness, fairness, integrity, moral uprightness g‘qﬂ?ﬂ'\ﬁ

e Deceit (noun) — dishonesty, fraud, deception ¢iRar

¢ Trickery (noun) — use of tricks to deceive, guile Eﬂaiﬂﬁﬁ

¢ Subterfuge (noun) — a deceptive device or strategy to hide something Wg@[
A) Intimate (adjective) — close, familiar, personal, deeply connected fAwc / ‘Jﬁﬂg
Antonym: Distant (adjective) — far away, reserved, not emotionally close X / i

¢ Close (adjective) — near, intimate, friendly Ul{ / gy

e Familiar (adjective) — well-known, acquainted FINER]

e Personal (adjective) — relating to private life or individual matters fadiTd
D) The correct spelling of ‘rancoros’ is ‘rancorous’ which means “characterized by bitterness

or resentment” P, .
B) The correct spelling of “Priviledge” is “Privilege” which means a special right, advantage, or

immunity granted to a person or group fo=iy W/mﬁﬁ?ﬂl
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21.C) [called up] W%WWW phrasal verb %WWW@WW
(telephone)_ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%l WWMﬁwWﬁWWW%I called in dT HJdd Hag
& o0 ST I BIF HReh LT AT 81T 8 | call on BT HAAE b § FEH ST (visit) BTl
%I call forth WW@%W (reaction) ﬁmm@m%l

[called up] is correct because it is a phrasal verb meaning to telephone someone. The
author is describing making a phone call to their aunt. called in means to summon
someone for help or report by phone (like calling in sick). call on means to visit
someone in person or ask them to speak. call forth means to elicit a reaction or bring
something into existence.

22. D) [inflection] T8I & Tl SHHT HIAE SIcid THI ST B AT | 81 a1 UTpiads
JAR-IETT TT AG (pitch/tone change) BIAT & | T 31Tl ST 3R Al B Jaifeeh 3Marel A
) Ga 9181 b BIdT 8| 'vocabulary' T Hded s3hI (words) BIAT 8, FITes! vl Al
ST ¥ R FhdT & | 'punctuation’ HT AT [oRAd THI SXIHTA 514 aTdl farvTH fag 81T g,
e 7 T "acoustics' BT HITTS fhit HHR T SIS H SMTaTS! & o1 b1 A Il §, Sl
S B 3UT AT BT IO e 5 |

e [inflection] is correct because it is a noun meaning the natural change in pitch or tone
of a human voice while speaking. This is the exact quality that distinguishes a real
person from a flat, Al-generated robotic voice. vocabulary means the set of words
used, but an Al can easily replicate word choices. punctuation refers to written marks
(like commas) and does not apply to spoken voice qualities. acoustics means the
properties of a room that determine how sound behaves in it, not the human voice
itself.

23. D) [artificial] 98! € T TG TP adjective 8 FSTI®T HIad P A1 SHH/H=I gRT ST
T (unnatural) S\Idl %I d?uﬂ\c{ I Re aﬁTI_SCAI (deepfake) W%WWG’WWW
g 'superficial' BT AAAS g AT UL feaTal BIdT & FoRH TT8RTS A 811 fictitious' BT HAd
TG d T HTUHD BT & (oY bt BTt &b UH) | forged' BT HIAS STl IT 4G A HIaT
foraT g1 BiaT 7, Qe 3UHT SWHTA T 70 J Hifddh Gxdrdsll a1 a¥add & U 8IaT |,
3MTaTe & fore 7 |

e [artificial] is correct because it is an adjective meaning made or produced by machines
rather than occurring naturally. It is the most accurate word to describe a computer-
generated, deepfake voice. superficial means existing only on the surface or lacking
depth, which doesn't describe how a voice is synthesized. fictitious means imaginary or
not true, usually referring to characters in a story. forged means copied fraudulently,
but it is specifically used for physical documents, signatures, or money, not spoken
audio.

24. A) [scam] ﬂﬁ%m "scam someone out of money" WWW 3HH phrase %mﬁ
W%@raﬁaﬁmsﬂmwlmalw‘iﬁ%ﬁ@&maﬁﬁoﬂl gIaT 8| Al BT SXIHTA U o1 e
éﬂ%mmsn?n% 'rob’ T AT SAYdD mmﬁ@mw(phys.cm force) BlAT g |
‘extort’ BT AAAE SIBHA HIP T YAD! GHR UG YT 81T 8 | 'embezzle’ HT AT UHI
BTG BT I B (S Pls HHARY U &1 U= BT U1 TR ), o 39 TgH 7 7Tad 5|

e [scam] is correct because "scam someone out of money" is a standard English phrase
meaning to trick or defraud someone using a deceptive scheme online or over the
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phone. rob means to take property unlawfully by physical force or threat of violence,
which an Al cannot do. extort means to obtain money through blackmail or severe
threats, which implies a different type of crime. embezzle means to steal money placed
in one's trust (like an employee stealing from a company), which is completely wrong in
this context.

25. B) [sway] ﬂﬁ%m "sway an election" U standard collocation %WWW
W%ﬂ?ﬂ\—sﬁaﬁmﬁﬁamm &mﬁq&rﬁnﬁsﬁ (influence outcome) Eﬁ?ﬂ%l 'persuade’
BT HAAS (b ST B A I & (i S Tl oI I B persuade g fopdT off
D) | 'lobby' HTHATT ST BT P 1T IeTaraii a1 ARG TR gamd STeT gIm 7 |
'negotiate’ WWW%WWWW% a‘rw%q&ﬂﬁﬁa&aﬁ%
Hey o faegpa Tad ¥es 5|

e [sway] is correct because "sway an election" is a common English collocation meaning
to successfully influence or change the outcome of a vote through persuasion or
manipulation. persuade means to convince a person, but you cannot "persuade" an
abstract event like an election. lobby means to seek to influence a politician on a
specific issue, not an entire election result. negotiate means to try to reach an
agreement through discussion, which is entirely the wrong action for changing election

outcomes.
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