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A game for all ages: On the 2026 Indian Premier League 19th season
The IPL is benefiting from both youth and experience

Less than three weeks after India won the ICC T20 World Cup at Ahmedabad, another T20 caravan
rolls into view. The Indian Premier League (IPL) commencing at Bengaluru’s M. Chinnaswamy Stadium
on Saturday, will traverse the country and conclude on May 31. Featuring 10 teams and 74 matches,
the IPL has grown in stature and gained commercial heft since its inaugural edition in 2008. That just
a few days ago defending champion Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) and Rajasthan Royalsfound
fresh owners spending astronomical rates is a reflection of the league’s high return on investment.
Originally started as a counter to the rebel Indian Cricket League, the IPL remains the best among
cricketing leagues across the globe. There is sadness too as the last edition, which crowned RCB,
witnessed a terrible stampede outside the Chinnaswamy Stadium leaving 11 fans dead. When the IPL
happened in 2011, shortly after India had won the 50-over World Cup, Virat Kohli had confessed that
he, and many others from the champion side, took time to adjust to the league. Cut to the present,
Suryakumar Yadav’'s men, spread across various IPL teams, will have the same predicament. Perhaps
within a week, they should find their rhythm, especially Sanju Samson, who moved from Rajasthan
Royals to the Chennai Super Kings (CSK).

Kohli, M.S. Dhoni and Rohit Sharma, constitute a troika that has been intrinsic to the IPL since 2008.
At 44, Dhoni still remains relevant to CSK’s plans. The three stars may no longer lead their respective
units as the next generation has staked claim, but all three are vital to their franchises. The age-
spectrum in the IPL ranges from veteran Dhoni to 15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi. The youngster,
turning out for Rajasthan Royals, slammed a ton in the last edition. This second season would be vital
for him as he races towards an Indian cap. Be it RCB or Mumbai Indians, which last claimed the trophy
in 2020, or even an outfit such as Delhi Capitals that has never won the silverware, the IPL presents an
opportunity to further their legacies. Among overseas stars, England’s Jacob Bethell, who nearly
ruined India’s championship dreams in the recent T20 World Cup, would be an added attraction.
Turning out for RCB, he would be Kohli’s ally. While most injured Australian seamers are recovering, it
is expected that Pat Cummins will gradually turn up for Sunrisers Hyderabad. Even Prithvi Shaw, on a
comeback trail, would lean on this IPL to catch the selectors’ attention again. The league’s 19th

edition is a reflection of its strong roots while ushering in fresh talent. ‘[Practice Exercise]’

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Vocabulary
16.

Caravan (noun) - group, convoy,
procession, train, troop FIThoT

Roll (verb) - move, proceed, advance, flow,
pass HWTHEFIT

Traverse (verb) - cross, travel, span,
wander, intersect I sl

Conclude (verb) - end, finish, terminate,
close, cease QZEFITVCT?IHT

Feature (verb) - display, exhibit, present,
showcase, star EI?EI;@HTQ#%\'@'IHT

Stature (noun) - reputation, standing,
prestige, status, position m/sﬁ?rsar

Heft (noun) - influence, weight, power,
importance, force YHATd /el

Inaugural (adjective) - first, initial, opening,
introductory, maiden 9H

Defending champion (noun) - a winner
from the previous year who is competing

to keep the title gaHATT faerar
Astronomical (adjective) - massive, huge,
colossal, vast, immense ag?ragT

Reflect (verb) - indicate, manifest, show,
display, demonstrate UG

Counter (noun) - opposition, retaliation,
response, resistance, hit-back farer
Rebel (adjective) - defiant, disobedient,
insurgent, mutinous, wayward ﬁ?fl?f

Across the globe (phrase) - throughout the
world or in all parts of the world @'&TW

H
Crown (verb) - enthrone, honor, reward,
adorn, dignify FEATTAT HAT

17.

18.

19

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Witness (verb) - observe, see, notice,
behold, perceive S&sIT

Terrible (adjective) - horrific, dreadful,
awful, ghastly, appalling 81dTelch
Stampede (noun) - rush, charge, panic,

flight, rout 9IS

. Confess (verb) - admit, acknowledge,

concede, reveal, own up TATHR HLEAT

Cut to the present (phrase) - returning to
the current time from a past event CREIC)
Srard i dar

Predicament (noun) - dilemma, plight,
quandary, crisis, difficulty S f&eT IRITATT
Perhaps (adverb) - maybe, possibly,
conceivably, potentially, perchance 2M3d¢
Rhythm (noun) - tempo, pace, flow, beat,
pattern ofd/dlel

Troika (noun) - trio, threesome, triad,
trinity, triplets deT T HHg

Intrinsic (adjective) - inherent, innate,
essential, fundamental, built-in Earrfaes
Stake (verb) - claim, venture, wager, risk,
hazard GTdT v el

Vital (adjective) - essential, crucial, critical,

indispensable, keyﬂ%ﬁl’ﬁl’\Uﬁ'

Franchise (noun) - business, dealership,

agency, license, permit raaT_Reh schlé
Veteran (noun) - expert, master, pro, old-

timer, doyenne ﬂ?gﬁqﬂ’fa’ll%cf

Turn out (phrasal verb) - to happenin a
particular way or to have a particular result

Tt g
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Slam (verb) - hit, strike, bash, thump, bang
SR & ARG

Ton (noun) - century, hundred, hundred
runs, hundred points Udeh

Silverware (noun) - trophies, cups, awards,
prizes, medals fll'fﬁf

Further (verb) - advance, promote,
forward, foster, cultivate 3773 ST
Legacy (noun) - heritage, inheritance,
bequest, endowment, birthright faraa
Ruin (verb) - destroy, spoil, wreck,
devastate, mar EIEI‘IEWT—IT

Attraction (noun) - appeal, lure, charm,

fascination, magnet 3{TeRYOT

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Ally (noun) - partner, associate, colleague,
confederate, supporter TTAT

Gradually (adverb) - slowly, progressively,
steadily, bit by bit, increasingly efR-eR
Trail (noun) - path, track, way, route,
course ITEAT

Lean on (phrasal verb) - to depend on
someone or something for help or support
HERT el

Usher in (phrasal verb) - to be the
beginning of something new or to help
something new to start 3T hIAT
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10.

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The 2026 Indian Premier League (IPL) begins shortly after India’s victory in the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup, maintaining the momentum of T20 cricket excitement.
The tournament starts at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium and will conclude on May 31.
The league features 10 teams and 74 matches, reflecting its scale and popularity.
Since its inception in 2008, the Indian Premier League has grown immensely in stature and
commercial value.
The sale of franchises like Royal Challengers Bengaluru and Rajasthan Royals at high prices
shows its strong return on investment.
Originally created to counter the Indian Cricket League, IPL has become the world’s
premier cricket league.
The previous season was overshadowed by a tragic stampede outside Chinnaswamy
Stadium that resulted in 11 deaths, reminding of safety concerns.
Players from India’s T20 World Cup-winning squad may initially struggle to adjust back to
franchise cricket.
However, players like Suryakumar Yadav and Sanju Samson are expected to regain form
quickly.
Veteran stars like Virat Kohli, MS Dhoni, and Rohit Sharma remain crucial despite no longer
leading teams.
At 44, Dhoni continues to play a significant role for Chennai Super Kings.
The IPL showcases a wide age range, from veterans to young talents like 15-year-old
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.
Teams like Mumbai Indians and Delhi Capitals aim to build or enhance their legacy.
International players such as Jacob Bethell and Pat Cummins add global appeal to the
league.
Overall, the IPL’s 19th season represents a balance of youth and experience, ensuring
continuity, growth, and sustained excitement.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Consider the following statements regarding the 19th edition of the IPL:
1. The tournament is scheduled to conclude on May 31 after featuring a total of 74 matches.
2. Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) entered the current season as the defending
champions.
3. The inaugural edition of the IPL was held in 2011 shortly after India won the 50-over World
Cup.
4. Rajasthan Royals and RCB both recently found new owners at astronomical rates.
Which of the statements given above are CORRECT?
A. Onlyland2
B. Only2and3
C. Only1,2,and4
D. All are correct
2. Why was the Indian Premier League (IPL) originally started, according to the passage?
A. To celebrate India's victory in the ICC T20 World Cup at Ahmedabad.
B. As a strategic counter to the rebel league known as the Indian Cricket League.
C. To provide a platform for 15-year-old youngsters like Vaibhav Sooryavanshi.-
D. To ensure that veteran players like M.S. Dhoni could play until the age of 44.
3. Which player has made a significant team switch in the current edition of the IPL?
A. Virat Kohli moved from Royal Challengers Bengaluru to the Chennai Super Kings.
B. Rohit Sharma moved from Mumbai Indians to the Rajasthan Royals.
C. Sanju Samson moved from Rajasthan Royals to the Chennai Super Kings.
D. Pat Cummins moved from Sunrisers Hyderabad to the Delhi Capitals.
4. Based on your understanding of the passage, what happened during the "last edition" that
caused sadness?
A. Mumbai Indians failed to win the silverware for the fifth consecutive year since 2020.
B. A terrible stampede outside the Chinnaswamy Stadium resulted in the death of 11 fans.
C. The 15-year-old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi failed to score a century despite his great talent.
D. Most of the Australian seamers were injured and could not participate in the final matches.
5. Which of the following best describes the Tone of the passage?
A. Purely Statistical and Unemotional
B. Highly Critical and Skeptical
C. Aggressive and Jingoistic
D. Informative and Reflective
6. Directions: Given below are six sentences taken from an article. The first and the last
sentences are numbered S1 and S6 and are placed in the first and last positions respectively.
The other four sentences between them are jumbled up and are numbered A, B, C, and D.
Rearrange the jumbled sentences in a logical sequence.
S1. Remember when the only choice for shopping was leaving the house, before online
shopping brought deliveries straight to our doors?
A. This revolutionary concept is driven by "agentic commerce," an Al technology that learns
your exact sizes, favorite colors, and personal tastes.
B. Now, the retail world is bracing for an even more fundamental shift where we actually
trust artificial intelligence to make the purchase for us.
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10.

11.

12.

C. For example, instead of endlessly scrolling for a new outfit, you would simply ask this
online agent for tailored recommendations within your budget.

D. Once it finds the perfect match, it handles every stage of the buying process behind the
scenes, from using your payment details to arranging the delivery.

S6. Ultimately, you just confirm the choice, sit back, and wait for your new items to arrive in

the post.

A. BADC

B. ACBD

C. CABD

D. BACD

Identify the part of the sentence that contains a grammatical error.

A. Having been a part of the team for five years, B. the promotion to manager was C.
unexpected but much appreciated D. by him.

B. Having been a part of the team for five years

C. the promotion to manager was

D. unexpected but much appreciated by him

Fill in the blank with the most appropriate preposition:

She is proficient several programming languages, including Python and Java.
A at

B. on

C. in

D. with

Fill in the blank with the most appropriate conjunction:

You can take the early train, you'll have to wait for the afternoon one.
A. and

B. unless

C. otherwise

D. although

Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: QUIXOTIC
A. Practical

B. Idealistic

C. Realistic

D. Sensible

Choose the correctly spelt word:

A. Colonel

B. Collonel

C. Colonal

D. Cornel

Select the most appropriate antonym of the word: Trivial
A. Insignificant

B. Minor

C. Important

D. Commonplace
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13. Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
A person who writes dictionaries.
A. Editor
B. Novelist
C. Lexicographer
D. Author
14. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence:
Paresh eats hardly only food.
A. hardly any food
B. any hardly food
C. food hardly any
D. food not hardly
15. Select the most appropriate antonym of the word: Ebullient
A. Depressed
B. Cheerful
C. Joyful
D. Enthusiastic
16. Fill in the blank with the correctly spelled word:
"The scientist emphasized that the effects of small daily habits can significantly
influence long-term health outcomes."
A. cumulattive
B. cumalative
C. cumulative
D. cumulutive
17. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence:
The dessert is a dry piece of land.
A. desert
B. dissert
C. daisert
D. desertive
18. Which word is nearest in meaning to client?
The astrologer knew that the man in front of him was no ordinary client.

A. Leader
B. Stranger
C. Rival

D. Customer
19. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Sobering.”
A. Daunting
B. Debauched
C. Decorous
D. Desultory
20. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Impunity.”
A. Exordium
B. Exemption
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C. Euphemism
D. Execration
Comprehension

The (1)____ to learn from the past means that Donald Trump now facesa (2) ____ choice. If he
can not get a deal with Iran, he can either try to declare a victory that will fool no-one, or
escalate the war. The oldest of the old truths comes from the Prussian military strategist
Helmuth von Moltke the Elder: "no plan survives first contact with the enemy." He was writing
in 1871, the year Germany was unified as an empire, a moment that wasas (3) ____ for the
security of Europe as this war might be for the security of the Middle East. Maybe Trump
prefers the boxer Mike Tyson's modern version: "everyone has a plan until they get hit." Even
more (4) ___ for Trump are the words of one of his (5) ____, Dwight DE .isenhow,er the
American general who commanded the D-Day landings in 1944 and went on to serve two
terms as a Republican president of the United States in the 1950s.

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1).
A. abstinence
B. ignorance

C. boycott
D. failure
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2).
A. stark
B. ultimatum
C. blunt
D. desolate

23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3).
A. indicative
B. contingent
C. subsequent
D. consequential
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4).

A. pertaining
B. akin
C. relevant

D. resonance
25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5).
A. descendant
B. predecessors
C. forerunner
D. ancestors
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Answers
1. C 2.B 3C 4B 5D 6D 7.B 8C 9.C 10B 11.A 12.C
13.C 14A 15A 16.C 17.A 18D 19.A 20B 21.D 22.A 23D 24.C
25. B

Explanations

1. C)Only1,2,and4.

Statement 1 is Correct: The passage states the IPL will "conclude on May 31" and feature "74
matches."

Statement 2 is Correct: The passage refers to "defending champion Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB)."

Statement 4 is Correct: The passage mentions that "defending champion Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) and Rajasthan Royals found fresh owners spending astronomical rates."
Statement 3 is Incorrect: The passage states the "inaugural edition" was in 2008. 2011 was
simply the year India won the 50-over World Cup.

2. B) As a strategic counter to the rebel league known as the Indian Cricket League.

The passage explicitly states, "Originally started as a counter to the rebel Indian Cricket
League..."

others are incorrect: (A) describes a recent event, not the origin. (C) and (D) are features of the
current league, not the reason for its creation.

3. C) Sanju Samson moved from Rajasthan Royals to the Chennai Super Kings.

The passage mentions, "...especially Sanju Samson, who moved from Rajasthan Royals to the
Chennai Super Kings (CSK)."

others are incorrect: (A) describes Kohli as an "ally" to a player at RCB (implying he stayed). (B)
is not mentioned. (D) states Cummins will "turn up for Sunrisers Hyderabad."

4. B) A terrible stampede outside the Chinnaswamy Stadium resulted in the death of 11 fans.
The passage states, "There is sadness too as the last edition... witnessed a terrible stampede
outside the Chinnaswamy Stadium leaving 11 fans dead."
others are incorrect: (A) is a historical fact about their last win (2020) but not the cause of
"sadness" mentioned. (C) is the opposite of the passage (he slammed a ton). (D) refers to
current injuries, not the tragedy of the last edition.

5. D) Informative and Reflective.

Informative: The author provides a wealth of facts about the 19th edition, including team
switches, player ages, and match counts.

Reflective: The author looks back at the league's origins in 2008, the tragedy of the last edition,
and the "predicament" players faced in 2011 compared to now.

others are wrong: It is not (A) because the author mentions "sadness" and "return on
investment." It is not (B) because the author calls the IPL the "best among cricketing leagues."
It is not (C) as it acknowledges an overseas player (Jacob Bethell) as an "added attraction."

6. D) Correct Sequence:S1-B-A-C-D-S6
Sentence B, S1 & q¥d §1G ST RIfdb 51 H shopping o G dRIhI (GHT ST vs STl
%Fﬂaﬁ) ﬁaﬁ?ﬁm&cél Sentence B H "an even more fundamental shift" Wsﬁtﬂﬁw
g WY TR W 51 ! 1 B mwgﬁ?shoppingﬁ&ﬂe{aﬁ w@fa@ww R
q-RﬁﬂTEI'T{ef)?:h;fintroduce W%I
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Sentence A, Sentence B & G &T@Tm Sentence B H Al GRT TRIGRT & (trusting
artificial intelligence) ﬁWﬁTﬁf%I Sentence A H "This revolutionary concept" wrs@mm
b WY 39 Al technology &I -1H "agentic commerce" a?m:nw% SﬁTﬂ?ﬁ 3! UG
(sizes, colors) Fﬂ"@?ﬂ%, ZI_G'W%CITTI'CIT%I

Sentence C, Sentence A %Eﬂ_c{ &rrwaaﬂﬁi Sentence AT technology & HTH B BT AT
EFITCITTITIT%I Sentence CH "For example" $WW@WW (example) WW%%
ﬁ'ﬁlﬁmﬁ WWW@%W@AI J B 91T B (asking for tailored
recommendations) |

Sentence D, Sentence C & G SHTET AR s6d l-lsa Udh Holdd link YT Sentence C H
OIN\% (EG% CAKIGED dlq, "Once it finds the perfect match" WE@WWH@W@W
HeH T (forward) TSI 8 | T8 IaTdl & P Al R wus Ridae 8t 78t wear, afew
IHITSS H UHe 3R feaadt (payment and delivery) &1 d[H i) LC[¥ %'501 & ] %I

s6 MR H mm "Ultimately, you just confirm... and wait" (37dd:, 3D §F HHH
HRP SR HIAT 8) U TR R Sentence D H IdTT 7T Al H IR SHUES HH (THT 3R
fEThast SRS HRA) P WIS A (final result) ¥ ST 8 | T8 T IRTUTH &1 U logical
conclusion %(‘IT%I

Sentence B will come immediately after S1 because S1 talks about the old methods of
shopping (going to the store vs. online delivery). By using "an even more fundamental
shift," it directly carries S1's point forward and introduces the next big change coming to
shopping (trusting Al).

e Sentence A will come after Sentence B because Sentence B talks about making
purchases through Al (trusting artificial intelligence). By using "This revolutionary
concept," it directly names that Al technology as "agentic commerce" and clarifies how
it learns your preferences (sizes, colors).

e Sentence C will come after Sentence A because Sentence A explains the working
method of the technology. Through "For example," it gives a direct example of how you
would actually interact with this Al to find new clothes in real life (asking for tailored
recommendations).

e Sentence D will come after Sentence C and form a strong link before S6. After talking
about finding clothes in Sentence C, it uses "Once it finds the perfect match" to take the
process a step forward. It explains that the Al doesn't just select clothes, but also
handles the background work of payment and delivery itself.

o S6 will come at the end because "Ultimately, you just confirm... and wait" directly
connects to the final result of all the background work (arranging payment and delivery)
done by the Al mentioned in Sentence D. It gives a logical conclusion to the entire
paragraph.

7. B) 'the promotion to manager was' EF?[GF'I_G' 'he was promoted to manager' ma@'ﬁ; 3Rt
doer (Eb_d‘f) dl he %, TR I/ | Pl Bt o I8 object (the promotion) G &HﬁWTTITIT%, orag

misplaced modifier - T1T| Modifier 'Having been a part of the team for five years' logically
'he' WW%, Tfe 'promotion' UX|
¢ 'he was promoted to manager' will be used instead of 'the promotion to manager was'
because the modifier 'Having been a part of the team for five years' logically modifies
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the subject (he), not the object (promotion); hence the original structure creates a
misplaced modifier.

8. C) ‘in’ WW@WW proficiency%ﬂTU HIHTUd: preposition in WT@?IT%WN
a'?l"\’lﬂ, fowg o Wﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁl Sentence ﬁww%ﬁsa‘s’ﬁ programming
languages H proficient %, gﬂm in Wﬂﬁ 3R standard usage %I

¢ ‘in’ should be used because the adjective proficient normally takes the preposition in
when referring to a skill, subject, or language. Here, the sentence states she is skilled in
multiple programming languages, making in the most appropriate choice.

9. C) ‘otherwise’ Wmﬁmmsentenceﬁaﬁwmwg ﬂT?‘ﬁﬂﬁearlyé:[aFﬁ
T afternoon ATel BT SAWR HIAT TS| TgT GRUMH/IRUMH-ERT aTal contrast [T
W%,Wﬁﬂ otherwise I8 3fTd conjunction Eﬂ?ﬂ%l

e ‘otherwise’ should be used because the sentence presents a conditional alternative —
take the early train, or else you must wait for the afternoon one. This consequence-
based contrast fits naturally with otherwise, making it the most appropriate choice.

10. B) Quixotic (adjective) — idealistic, unrealistic, guided by lofty but impractical ideas
0 Y
Synonym: Idealistic (adjective) — guided by noble ideals rather than practicality 311?513'@

¢ Practical (adjective) — realistic, workable B‘CITEIETW

¢ Realistic (adjective) — based on facts, sensible HQJT?-TH'I_QP[

¢ Sensible (adjective) — showing good judgment JHAGR

11. A) The correctly spelt word is “Colonel”, which refers to a senior military rank ?PI‘TC{/WI
12. C) Trivial (adjective) — insignificant, unimportant, minorﬂ@'/qmjﬁ
Antonym: Important (adjective) — significant, of high value or relevance W/ 3HgH

¢ Insignificant (adjective) — too small or unimportant -1TUY

e Minor (adjective) — lesser in importanceTﬁ'UT

¢ Commonplace (adjective) — ordinary, not unusual JTYIRUT

13. C) Lexicographer (noun) — A person who writes or compiles dictionaries EZIGCQC*;I-‘%I g a1
ferem arer sufad

e Editor (noun) — One who prepares written material for publication BEIGET

¢ Novelist (noun) — One who writes novels SUIIHHR

e Author (noun) — One who writes books or other works TaH

14. A) hardly any food WW@WWQ@T ‘hardly’ &I 3ref ‘dgd D H’ FEUY PRI % Gﬁ?
WW ‘any + noun’ CAREER] Gﬂ?i:f%, S— He ate hardly any rice.

¢ hardly any food will be used because here ‘hardly’ means ‘very little’ and it follows the

structure ‘hardly + any + noun’; Like— He ate hardly any rice.

15. A) Ebullient (adjective) — full of energy, cheerful, enthusiastic, high-spirited BT\‘:I'I_EP[ / SR
Antonym: Depressed (adjective) — sad, low-spirited, lacking energy 3al¥ / fFecfed
e Cheerful (adjective) — happy and bright Udd
e Joyful (adjective) — full of joy or delight 3rHfed
¢ Enthusiastic (adjective) — showing intense interest or excitement BR‘TI_Eﬁ
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16. C) The correctly spelled word is “cumulative”, which means increasing or growing by
successive additions over time ﬂ.?ﬂff/ Qbil\-lcb Y ﬁ ®|(§'}I CININ
17. A) The correct replacement is “desert” which means a dry barren land with very little rainfall
IR / TR |
18. D) Client (noun) —a customer, someone who seeks or pays for services Ulgd / gqf&mm
Synonym: Customer (noun) — one who buys goods or services Ulg
e Leader (noun) — one who guides or commands others T
e Stranger (noun) —an unknown person 3STa

¢ Rival (noun) — competitor or opponent Qﬁfﬁ
19. A) Sobering (adjective) — Making you feel serious and sensible; serious, solemn, grave,

thoughtful, or daunting. (THR/fAaRIS®)
Synonym: Daunting (adjective) — Seeming difficult to deal with in anticipation; intimidating or
discouragingly serious. (‘T“—ﬁ?/ﬂ:ﬁ_cﬂ'qpf)
e Debauched (adjective): Indulging in or characterized by sensual pleasures to a degree
perceived to be harmful. (YY)
e Decorous (adjective): In keeping with good taste and propriety; polite and restrained.

()

e Desultory (adjective): Lacking a plan, purpose, or enthusiasm; going from one subject to

another. (3T

20. B) Impunity (noun) — Freedom from punishment or from the injurious consequences of an

action. (3‘311%)
Synonym: Exemption (noun) — The process of freeing or state of being free from an obligation
or liability imposed on others. (Q_C'/H&f)

e Exordium (noun): The beginning or introductory part of a speech or treatise. (U¥dId-I)

e Euphemism (noun): A mild word substituted for one considered to be too harsh.
(Gshifar)

e Execration (noun): The act of cursing or a feeling of intense loathing or detestation.
(RMY/THRd)

21. D) [failure] ﬂﬁ%m "failure to learn" Udh 3{TH dId] % R EARGNE %&ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁ
B A1HTH I8 1 3% 811 8 | T 3T ¥ TR H AThT (fail) I3 & | ignorance o1 AT
AT 81T §, AfdhT b 1Y 'of' 3MTAT B (ignorance of) | abstinence T HAAS fahail J-
gfaen  Re HAT 811 8, FTIH 1Y 'from' SATAT B | boycott BT HATH fodt Tiet BT
SRSHR BT (fRIY =) ST B |

e [failure] is correct because "failure to learn" is a standard English collocation meaning
an inability or lack of success in doing something. Donald Trump did not succeed in
learning from the past. ignorance means lack of knowledge, but it requires the
preposition "of" (ignorance of the past). abstinence means restraining oneself from
doing something enjoyable, taking "from" (abstinence from alcohol). boycott is a noun
or verb meaning to refuse to participate in or buy something as a protest.

22. A) [stark] Ta! g TP "stark choice" BT HATH &l fdedd T 3R 9gd HRHd fawedi &
S Th WY 3R BT HY (harsh decision) AT BIAT 8| desolate BT HAAS BT R SITE
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g1 9gd g8 SUM 81T 8 | blunt HT AAAE ST YR T (HTRT) 1 HeWhe SUH T 8 |
ultimatum T noun & foTTeT Aaad 3ifad Idra-t 81d1 8, T8 'choice’ Bt faRwdT g arat
adjective 1 A8 SIHIA 8! &l ThdTl

e [stark] is correct because a "stark choice" is a common phrase describing a very clear,
harsh, and difficult decision between two completely different options (here, fake
victory vs. escalating war). desolate describes a place that is bleak and empty, or a
person feeling profound misery. blunt describes an object that is not sharp, or a person
who is brutally direct. ultimatum is a noun meaning a final demand, so it cannot be used
as an adjective modifying "choice".

23. D) [consequential] T&! § T SHPBT AIAS Sgd HE@YUl aHT a1 fores Ufasy # 518 ufvome
(consequences) EBI W@W%I aﬁwwsﬁqﬁuaﬁgv&n%ﬁwa@qﬁmﬁw
(consequential) Ud YT | indicative T HAId gohd éer dlcdl G\Idl %, WWWU 'of' C’:‘I'I?IT%I
contingent Wwwmmﬁﬁ?m%’, WWU 'on' &HHT%I subsequent hT Hddd
fordlt &re1 & 91G g1 ATl 81l o |

e [consequential] is correct because it is an adjective meaning highly important or having
significant consequences for the future. The unification of Germany had massive
consequences for Europe's security. indicative means serving as a sign, but it strictly
requires "of" (indicative of). contingent means dependent on certain circumstances,
taking "on" (contingent on). subsequent means happening after something else in time.

24. C) [relevant] T8I ¢ Fiifd 3BT AATS TGl AT T Tgd HRIS Y ST g3 AT Ui
(appropriate)Eﬂ:ﬂ%I W%WW@W%WWW (relevant)%l
pertaining BT AT T T BIaT §, A1 ST TTY 'to' AT 8 | akin BT AATS T oIl
Eﬂ?ﬂ%, WWQI o' GTITIT%I resonance U noun % (11\_5[), @W%%W@WW%
Wﬁadjectiveﬂ%ﬁl

e [relevant] is correct because it means closely connected or highly appropriate to the
current situation. Eisenhower's words are very applicable (relevant) to Trump's current
war strategy. pertaining means related to, but it strictly requires the preposition "to"
(pertaining to). akin means similar, also requiring "to" (akin to). resonance is a noun,
which makes it grammatically incorrect here where an adjective is needed to describe
the words.

25. B) [predecessors] T&! § I 3HPBT HAS 98 SUT 8IdT § Sl fhdl UG (office/job) TR 3T
UE@TQ_E?TEPI (qﬁa?ﬁ) | HTguldgldY cH I l-IGa Tl'gql%f ?'J, sﬂﬁflﬁa predecessor gU | descendant
&1 IS GRIoT (SI UTdT a7 TRUTdT) 81T 8 | ancestors BT AAAS G & R aTd IasT (TeT-
TRETaT) BIAT & | forerunner BT AT fdt 3T ATl IS o1 Habd a1 forit T o1 B3t

EUEAIgl

e [predecessors] is correct because it is a noun referring specifically to people who held a

job, office, or title before the current person. Since Eisenhower was a US President
before Trump, he is his predecessor. descendant means a person who is related to

someone from the past (like a great-grandchild). ancestors refers to family or blood
relatives from a long time ago. forerunner is usually singular and refers to a sign of

something to come or an early version of a machine/idea.
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