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A betrayal foretold: On the U.S. and NATO alliance 
After Donald Trump’s taunts and threats, Europe will have to reimagine its security paradigm 

The U.S. appears poised to break with 77 years of partnership with Western European nations under 

the security umbrella of NATO, especially after its President Donald Trump has said that he is 

“absolutely” considering withdrawing from the alliance, which in his view is a “paper tiger”. This and 

similar remarks by Mr. Trump have followed White House’s apparent frustration that European and 

other allies did not expediently send military assets into West Asia to assist the U.S. and Israel in their 

war campaign against Iran, particularly to secure safe passage for oil tankers through the Strait of 

Hormuz, currently under Tehran’s control. Mr. Trump has frequently complained about getting less 

from NATO than Washington was putting into it, saying recently to the media, “… it’s a one-way 

street”. He has further hinted that NATO may have become an ineffectual global force when he 

recently observed that Russian President Vladimir Putin also “knows” that NATO lacks teeth to defend 

its members — a comment that gains additional salience in the context of Moscow’s military 

aggression against Ukraine and its likely further military adventurism in the Baltic states region. 

At the heart of the heightened tension in the U.S.-NATO relationship is Washington’s constant refrain 

that defence spending by its European partners has fallen short of expectations — even if the 

immediate trigger for talk of withdrawing from NATO is the Iran war context. A prior question of 

legality remains unanswered too: under section 1250A of the 2024 National Defense Authorization 

Act, signed into force by former President Joe Biden, no U.S. President may unilaterally withdraw 

from NATO; rather they would require either a two-thirds Senate supermajority or an act of Congress 

towards this end. In the longer arc of history spanning the two Trump terms, a split with NATO, a 

security alliance, might not be of the same order as the eviscerating institutions of global governance 

and cooperation, which include the WTO and UN system organisations. But it is part of Mr. Trump’s 

simultaneous pursuit of American global dominance and splendid isolation. On the one hand it may 

come as a relief to some that Mr. Trump’s inward turn, pulling the U.S. back from global collaborative 

engagements could leave a security vacuum that could be opportunistically exploited by middle 

powers. However, for the world at large, and from a growth and economic stability perspective, the 

shock of a partner-nation abandoning its commitments worldwide will likely lead to a recalibration of 

trust and strategic calculus, ultimately remaking the rules-based international order and the global 

balance of cooperation across emerging powers. In this new post-Pax Americana world, Europe, more 

than most, will have to reimagine its security paradigm from first principles.     [Practice Exercise] 

 Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’ 

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.  
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Vocabulary 
1. Betrayal (noun) - treachery, perfidy, 

disloyalty, double-crossing, breach of trust 

          

2. Foretell (verb) - predict, prophesy, augur, 

forecast, presage                
3. Alliance (noun) - coalition, league, bloc, 

federation, partnership        

4. Taunt (verb) - mock, sneer, deride, jeer, 

insult            
5. Reimagine (verb) - rethink, reconceive, 

reinvent, re-envision, recast           
     

6. Paradigm (noun) - model, pattern, 

framework, archetype, prototype 

     /       

7. Poised (to) (adjective) - ready, prepared, 

braced, geared, set        /      

8. Under the umbrella of (phrase) - with the 

assistance or protection of a particular 

organization or idea                
9. Withdraw (verb) - retract, pull out, depart, 

secede, retreat          /          
10. Paper tiger (noun) - a person or thing that 

appears threatening but is ineffectual and 

unable to withstand challenge           

11. Remark (noun) - comment, observation, 

statement, utterance, declaration        
12. Apparent (adjective) - evident, obvious, 

manifest, perceptible, clear      

13. Ally (noun) - partner, associate, colleague, 

confederate, collaborator          

14. Expediently (adverb) - quickly, efficiently, 

promptly, aptly, advantageously          
15. Assist (verb) - aid, help, support, succor, 

abet             
16. Passage (noun) - transit, path, way, route, 

channel      
17. Hint (verb) - insinuate, intimate, imply, 

suggest, indicate            
18. Ineffectual (adjective) - futile, 

unproductive, vain, powerless, inadequate 

         
19. Teeth (noun) - genuine power to be 

effective or to harm/punish            

20. Salience (noun) - prominence, importance, 

significance, conspicuousness, eminence 

       
21. Context (noun) - background, 

circumstances, setting, milieu, situation 

      
22. Aggression (noun) - hostility, belligerence, 

assault, onslaught, invasion      

23. Likely (adjective) - probable, plausible, 

prospective, expected, anticipated         

24. Adventurism (noun) - recklessness, 

audacity, gambling, boldness, daring 

        

25. At the heart of (phrase) - the most central 

or important part of something           
26. Heightened (adjective) - intensified, 

amplified, aggravated, enhanced, elevated 
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27. Refrain (noun) - complaint, protest, 

catchphrase, mantra, theme    -        
              

28. Fall short of (idiom) - to fail to reach an 

amount or standard that was expected or 

needed                  
29. Trigger (noun) - catalyst, cause, stimulus, 

spark, provocation     /       

30. Legality (noun) - validity, lawfulness, 

legitimacy, constitutionality, justice       
31. Unilaterally (adverb) - independently, solo, 

single-handedly, autocratically, alone 

             
32. Senate (noun) - council, chamber, 

assembly, legislature, house         

33. Towards the end (phrase) - near the 

conclusion or final part of a period or 

process           ओ  

34. Arc (noun) - trajectory, curve, course, 

progression, path            /    

35. Span (verb) - bridge, cover, extend, cross, 

traverse           
36. Eviscerating (adjective) - devastating, 

gutting, weakening, undermining, 

debilitating                      
37. Governance (noun) - administration, 

regulation, management, jurisdiction, 

control      

38. Simultaneous (adjective) - concurrent, 

coincident, synchronous, contemporary, 

parallel         

39. Pursuit (noun) - quest, search, chase, hunt, 

seeking    /    

40. Splendid (adjective) - magnificent, grand, 

superb, glorious, majestic        

41. Isolation (noun) - seclusion, solitude, 

separation, detachment, insulation       

42. Vacuum (noun) - void, emptiness, gap, 

lacuna, vacancy        
43. Opportunistically (adverb) - selfishly, 

shrewdly, strategically, artfully, 

calculatingly                   
44. Exploit (verb) - utilize, manipulate, abuse, 

leverage, capitalize          /      

     
45. At large (phrase) - as a whole; in general 

            /           

46. Perspective (noun) - viewpoint, outlook, 

standpoint, angle, stance         

47. Abandon (verb) - desert, forsake, 

relinquish, discard, ditch           
48. Lead to (phrasal verb) - to cause something 

to happen or exist                   
     

49. Recalibration (noun) - readjustment, 

reappraisal, revision, correction, 

modification             /      

50. Calculus (noun) - calculation, estimation, 

assessment, evaluation, computation 

    /      

51. Ultimately (adverb) - eventually, finally, 

fundamentally, basically, lastly       
52. Principle (noun) - fundamental, doctrine, 

tenet, foundation, basic                
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Summary of the Editorial 
1. The U.S., under Donald Trump, is considering withdrawing from NATO, threatening a 77-year-

old alliance.  

2. Trump has described NATO as ineffective and a “paper tiger”.  

3. His remarks reflect frustration with European allies’ limited military support in West Asia 

conflicts.  

4. The U.S. expected allies to assist in operations related to Iran and securing oil routes in the 

Strait of Hormuz.  

5. Trump has repeatedly argued that NATO is a “one-way street” with the U.S. contributing more 

than others.  

6. He has also suggested that Russia perceives NATO as weak, especially amid the Ukraine 

conflict.  

7. Tensions partly stem from the U.S. view that European countries are not spending enough on 

defence.  

8. However, legal constraints exist — a U.S. President cannot unilaterally withdraw from NATO 

without Congressional approval.  

9. A withdrawal would signal a major shift in U.S. foreign policy towards isolationism.  

10. It aligns with Trump’s broader strategy of prioritising American dominance while reducing 

global commitments.  

11. Such a move could weaken global security structures and alliances.  

12. It may create a security vacuum that emerging or middle powers could exploit.  

13. The decision would also undermine trust among partner nations in international agreements.  

14. The global order, already strained, may shift away from cooperative frameworks built under 

U.S. leadership.  

15. Europe would be most affected and would need to redesign its security strategy independently 

in a post-Pax Americana world. 
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based 
1. Which of the following is cited as the "immediate trigger" for President Trump's recent 

discussions regarding a withdrawal from NATO?    [Editorial page] 

A. The refusal of European allies to pay their two-thirds share of the Senate supermajority. 
B. The lack of military assistance from allies for the U.S.-Israel war campaign against Iran. 
C. The successful military annexation of the Baltic states by Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
D. The signing of the 2024 National Defense Authorization Act by former President Joe Biden. 

2. According to the 2024 National Defense Authorization Act, what is required for a U.S. 
President to legally withdraw from NATO? 
A. A unilateral executive order signed by the President during a time of global security 

vacuum. 
B. An apparent frustration expressed by the White House regarding the Strait of Hormuz. 
C. A two-thirds Senate supermajority or an explicit act of Congress. 
D. A formal recommendation from the Russian President and middle powers. 

3. Direction: Read the passage and answer the question that follow: 
What does the author imply by describing President Trump’s foreign policy as a "simultaneous 
pursuit of American global dominance and splendid isolation"? 
A. The U.S. wants to lead the WTO and UN while increasing its military spending in the Baltic 

region. 
B. The U.S. aims to maintain worldwide control while abandoning its collaborative security 

commitments. 
C. The U.S. is looking to form a new alliance with Russia to replace the "paper tiger" of NATO. 
D. The U.S. is focused on expanding the one-way street of NATO to include middle powers. 

4. Based on the passage, which region is specifically identified as having to "reimagine its 
security paradigm from first principles" if the U.S. leaves NATO? 
A. West Asia 
B. The United States 
C. Europe 
D. The Baltic States 

5. Which of the following best describes the Tone of the passage regarding the potential U.S. 
withdrawal? 
A. Celebratory and Optimistic 
B. Analytical and Sober 
C. Aggressive and Jingoistic 
D. Indifferent and Statistical 

6. Direction: Rearrange the following sentences (1, 2, 3, 4) to form a meaningful and 
grammatically correct paragraph. 
1. Following the successful maneuver, Artemis II is now on a looping path that will carry the 

crew around the far side of the Moon. 
2. The four astronauts on the Artemis II mission have now left the Earth's orbit, after their 

Orion spacecraft fired its main engine for a push towards the Moon. 
3. As the spacecraft follows this path further into space, a livestream from the capsule shows 

the Earth slowly shrinking in the background. 
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4. This crucial engine burn, known as the translunar injection (TLI), went "flawlessly," 
according to NASA officials. 

A. 1, 4, 2, 3 
B. 2, 4, 1, 3 
C. 4, 1, 3, 2 
D. 2, 1, 4, 3 

7. Choose the one-word substitute for the sentence below. 
Sara asked her geography teacher, a person who travels to distant lands called? 
A. Explorer 
B. Wanderer 
C. Adventurer 
D. Voyager 

8. Choose the option that has an error in the sentence. 
When asked why students had enrolled in the geometry class, 85% of them saw it as 
essentials. 
A. When asked why students had enrolled. 
B. in the geometry class 
C. 85% of them saw it as essentials. 
D. No correction required 

9. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate option: 
The professor's remarks were so ______ that even seasoned scholars found them difficult 
to decipher. 
A. translucent 
B. enigmatic 
C. arbitrary 
D. verbose 

10. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: RENOUNCE 
A. Adopt 
B. Accept 
C. Reject 
D. Welcome 

11. Choose the correct word. 
She decided to ______ down and rest for a while. 
A. lie 
B. lye 
C. lay 
D. lei 

 
12. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: WISDOM 

A. Ignorance 
B. Cunning 
C. Knowledge 
D. Foolishness 
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13. Choose the best option to replace the underlined part to improve the given sentence. If no 
substitution is required, select 'No substitution.' 
The room is 5 meters on 5 meters. 
A. by 5 meters 
B. of 5 meters 
C. at 5 meters 
D. No substitution 

14. Choose the best option to replace the underlined part to improve the given sentence. If no 
substitution is required, select 'No substitution.' 
He opened the package by a knife. 
A. with a knife 
B. up a knife 
C. off a knife 
D. No substitution 

15. Select the sentence containing the homonym of the highlighted word: 
The wedding ring was passed down through generations. 
A. She wore a diamond ring on her left hand. 
B. He proposed with a beautiful engagement ring. 
C. Police busted a smuggling ring in the area. 
D. The golden ring sparkled under the lights. 

16. Choose the correct one-word substitute for: A state of stunned confusion. 
A. Shock 
B. Surprise 
C. Daze 
D. Stun 

17. What is the antonym of "Evanescent"? 
A. Fleeting 
B. Transient 
C. Enduring 
D. Ephemeral 

18. Which part of the following sentence contains a spelling error? 
Although his argument was well- structured (1), the absence of empiriecal data (2) rendered it 
somewhat specious (3) and unsubstantiated (4). 
A. (1) 
B. (2) 
C. (3) 
D. (4) 

19. One of these words is spelled incorrectly. Which one is it? 
A. Presentation 
B. Commensurate 
C. Countanance 
D. Deprecate 

20. Choose the most suitable preposition from the given options to fill in the blank in the 
following sentence: 

file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in


April 4, 2026 JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM 

 

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in 
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 8 
 

He was so absorbed _____ the book that he didn’t notice the bell. 
A. with 
B. in 
C. at 
D. for 
Comprehension  
That was 40 years ago. Corfu – the green queen of the Ionian Sea, Gerald Durrell’s “garden of 
the gods” – was already popular. In the intervening decades, development has been (1) ___ 
and infrastructure, from roads to water supply, struggles to (2) ___ the summer influx. But 
how about visiting off-season and off-piste? Winter can be (3) ___ , with many places shut, so 
my husband and I had chosen to come in spring, exploring largely on foot, via the Corfu trail. 
The sun was warm, the land now awake from hibernation as we set out on the 110-mile 
(180km) route that runs the length of the island, from Kavos to Agios Spyridon. Wriggling along 
the more rugged, less developed west coast, with deviations (4) ___ the central hills and wide 
Ropa valley, it then (5) ___ the mountainous north, always seeking the way less trodden. You 
could travel by limited buses or hire car, but doing some walking is the best way to happen 
upon Corfu’s offbeat bits. 

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (1). 
A. rampant 
B. chronic 
C. contagious 
D. indigenous 

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (2). 
A. dispense with 
B. cope up with 
C. cope with 
D. bear up 

23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (3). 
A. fluorescent 
B. tricky 
C. bilingual 
D. crunchy 

24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (4). 
A. unto 
B. throughout 
C. in 
D. into 

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank (5). 
A. circumvent 
B. excavates 
C. traverses 
D. patrol 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in


April 4, 2026 JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM 

 

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in 
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 9 
 

Answers 
1. B 2. C 3.B 4. C 5. B 6.B 7. D 8. C 9. B 10. C 11.A 12.C 

13. A 14.A 15.C 16.C 17.C 18.B 19.C 20.B 21.A 22.C 23.B 24.D 

25. C                          [Practice Exercise]   

Explanations 

1. B) The lack of military assistance from allies for the U.S.-Israel war campaign against Iran. 
from passage: “This and similar remarks... have followed White House’s apparent frustration 
that European and other allies did not expediently send military assets into West Asia to assist 
the U.S. and Israel in their war campaign against Iran...” 
 (A) The "two-thirds" mentioned in the passage refers to a "Senate supermajority" 
required for a legal exit, not a financial share of allies.  
 (C)  The passage lists this as a future risk ("its likely further military adventurism"), not 
the immediate trigger for the current debate.  
 (D)  The 2024 Act is the legal barrier to withdrawal, not the reason (trigger) for wanting 
to leave. 

2. C) A two-thirds Senate supermajority or an explicit act of Congress. 
The passage explicitly mentions that under section 1250A, a President "would require either a 
two-thirds Senate supermajority or an act of Congress towards this end." 
Incorrect: (A) is what the law prohibits (unilateral withdrawal). (B) is a motive, not a legal 
requirement. (D) is not mentioned as a legal pathway. 

3. B) The U.S. aims to maintain worldwide control while abandoning its collaborative security 
commitments. 
Passage: “...pulling the U.S. back from global collaborative engagements [Isolation]... it is part 
of Mr. Trump’s simultaneous pursuit of American global dominance  
 (A)  The passage says the U.S. is "eviscerating" (destroying) the WTO and UN, not 
leading them. 
 (C) The author says Trump believes Putin "knows" NATO is weak, but the passage never 
says the U.S. wants to form an alliance with Russia.  
 (D) Trump calls NATO a "one-way street" and a "paper tiger," showing he wants to 
leave it, not expand it to middle powers. 

4. C) Europe. 
The final sentence states, "In this new post-Pax Americana world, Europe, more than most, will 
have to reimagine its security paradigm from first principles." 
Incorrect: (A) and (D) are regions where conflict is occurring or threatened, but the passage 
identifies Europe as the entity that must fundamentally rethink its security structure. (B) is the 
nation withdrawing, not the one reimagining a collaborative paradigm. 

5. B) Analytical and Sober. 
Analytical: It is Analytical because it weighs legal acts (Section 1250A) against geopolitical 
shifts. It is Sober because it describes the outcome as a "shock" that "remakes the rules-based 
international order." 
Sober: A sober tone is serious, sensible, and focused on the gravity of a situation. The author 
uses heavy, grounded vocabulary to describe the impact: "the shock of a partner-nation 
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abandoning its commitments," and a "recalibration of trust and strategic calculus." These 
words suggest a serious, calculated rethinking of the world order. 

6. B)  Correct Sequence: Option b (2-4-1-3) 

Sentence 2 सफसे ऩहरे आएगा क्मोंकि मह introductory sentence है। मह भखु्म सभाचाय घटना िो 
स्थापऩत ियता है: आटेमभस II (Artemis II) िे अॊतरयऺ मात्रिमों िा अऩने भुख्म इॊजन िो पामय ियन ेिे 

फाद ऩथृ्वी िी िऺा छोड़ना। 

Sentence 4, Sentence 2 िे फाद आएगा क्मोंकि वाक्माॊश "This crucial engine burn" (मह भहत्वऩूर्ण 
इॊजन फनण) सीधे Sentence 2 भें फताए गए "fired its main engine" (भुख्म इॊजन िो पामय ियने) िी 
िायणवाई िो refer ियता है। 

Sentence 1, Sentence 4 िे फाद आएगा क्मोंकि वाक्माॊश "Following the successful maneuver" 

(सपर ऩैंतयेफाजी िे फाद) Sentence 4 भें वर्र्णत 'ननदोष (flawlessly) इॊजन फनण' िो refer ियता है। मह 

वतणभान स्स्थनत िो अऩडटे ियता है कि अॊतरयऺ मान अफ एि "looping path" (घूभने वारे यास्ते) ऩय है। 

Sentence 3 सफसे अॊत भें आएगा क्मोंकि वाक्माॊश "this path" (मह यास्ता) सीधे Sentence 1 भें ऩेश 

किए गए "looping path" िो refer ियता है। मह एि अॊनतभ दृश्म पववयर् (visual detail) देता है कि 

जैस-ेजैस ेअॊतरयऺ मान उस प्रऺेऩवक्र (trajectory) ऩय आगे फढ़ता है, ऩथृ्वी मसिुड़ती हुई ददखाई देती है। 

Sentence 2 comes first because it serves as the introductory topic sentence. It establishes the 
main news event: the Artemis II astronauts leaving Earth's orbit after firing their main engine. 
Sentence 4 follows Sentence 2 because the phrase "This crucial engine burn" directly refers 
back to the action of the spacecraft having "fired its main engine" mentioned in Sentence 2. 
Sentence 1 follows Sentence 4 because the phrase "Following the successful maneuver" refers 
back to the flawless engine burn described in Sentence 4. It updates the current status, stating 
the spacecraft is now on a "looping path." 
Sentence 3 comes last because the phrase "this path" directly links back to the "looping path" 
introduced in Sentence 1. It provides a concluding visual detail of what the crew is seeing as 
they travel along that trajectory. 

7. D)  Voyager (noun) – A person who goes on a long journey, especially by sea or space रॊफी मािा 
ियने वारा मािी 

 Explorer (noun) – A person who travels to distant or unknown lands to discover new 

places अन्वेषि/खोजिताण 
 Wanderer (noun) – A person who moves from place to place without a fixed purpose 

बटिने वारा 
 Adventurer (noun) – A person who seeks exciting or risky experiences साहमसि मािी 

8. C)  'essentials' िे फदरे 'essential' होगा क्मोंकि as िे फाद महाॉ adjective चादहए, न कि plural noun; 

वाक्म िा अथण है कि व ेइसे आवश्मि भानत ेथे, न कि आवश्मि वस्तुएॉ। 

• 'essential' will be used instead of 'essentials' because after ‘as’ we need an adjective 
complement, not a plural noun; Like— They saw it as important, not importants. 
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9. B)  ‘enigmatic’ िा प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकि sentence भें िहा गमा है कि professor िी remarks इतनी 
िदिन औय यहस्मभमी थीॊ कि अनुबवी scholars बी उन्हें  सभझ नह ॊ ऩाए। “Enigmatic” िा अथण होता है 

— mysterious and hard to understand — जो महाॉ context िे साथ ऩूय  तयह भरे खाता है। इसमरए 

“enigmatic” सफसे उऩमुक्त पविल्ऩ है। 

• ‘Enigmatic’ should be used because the sentence states that the professor’s remarks 
were so puzzling and mysterious that even experienced scholars could not decipher 
them. The word directly conveys the idea of something difficult to interpret. Thus, 
“enigmatic” is the most appropriate choice. 

10. C)  Renounce (verb) – to give up, reject, or formally abandon something त्मागना / अस्वीिाय 

ियना 
Synonym: Reject (verb) – to refuse or turn down अस्वीिाय ियना 

• Adopt (verb) – to accept or take up अऩनाना 
• Accept (verb) – to receive willingly स्वीिाय ियना 
• Welcome (verb) – to greet gladly स्वागत ियना 

11. A)  lie — The correct word is “lie”, which means to recline or rest in a horizontal position रेटना 
/ पवश्राभ ियना। 

12. C)  Wisdom (noun) – deep knowledge, good judgment, and understanding फुपिभत्ता / ऻान 

Synonym: Knowledge (noun) – information and understanding gained through learning ऻान 

• Ignorance (noun) – lack of knowledge अऻान 

• Cunning (noun/adjective) – cleverness used in a tricky way चारािी 
• Foolishness (noun) – lack of good sense भूखणता 

13. A)   'on 5 meters' िे फदरे 'by 5 meters' िा प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकि length × width िे भाऩ फताने िे मरए 

standard expression “by” प्रमोग होता है; जैस—े The hall is 10 meters by 8 meters. 

• 'by 5 meters' will be used instead of 'on 5 meters' because dimensions are expressed 
using the pattern number + unit + by + number + unit. 

14. A)   'by a knife' िे फदरे 'with a knife' िा प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकि किसी instrument/tool िे प्रमोग िो 
फताने िे मरए preposition with प्रमोग होता है; जैसे— He cut the rope with a blade. 

• 'with a knife' will be used instead of 'by a knife' because with is used to show the 
instrument used to perform an action. 

15. C)  

Highlighted वाक्म भें ‘ring’ िा अथण है — उॊगर  भें ऩहना जाने वारा आबूषर्। 

पविल्ऩ C भें ‘ring’ िा अथण है — अऩयाधधमों िा सॊगदित धगयोह (a criminal gang or network)। 

उच्चायर् औय वतणनी सभान हैं, रेकिन अथण अरग — इसमरए मह homonym िा सह  उदाहयर् है। 

In the highlighted sentence, ‘ring’ refers to a piece of jewelry worn on the finger. 
In option C, ‘ring’ means an organized group involved in illegal activity. 
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Same spelling and pronunciation but different meanings — hence option C is correct. 

16. C)  Daze (noun) – A state of stunned confusion स्तब्ध भ्रभ िी अवस्था 
• Shock (noun) – A sudden disturbing emotional or physical reaction आघात 

• Surprise (noun) – A feeling caused by something unexpected आश्चमण 
• Stun (verb/noun)** – To make someone temporarily unable to think or feel स्तब्ध िय 

देना 
17. C)  Evanescent (adjective) – short-lived, quickly fading, disappearing soon ऺर्बॊगुय / जल्द  

मभटने वारा 
Antonym: Enduring (adjective) – lasting, permanent, continuing for a long time दटिाऊ / स्थामी 

 Fleeting (adjective) – lasting for a very short time ऺर्र्ि 

 Transient (adjective) – temporary, not lasting अस्थामी 
 Ephemeral (adjective) – brief, short-lived अल्ऩिामरि 

18. B) (2) 'empiriecal' िे फदरे 'empirical' होगा क्मोंकि महाॉ शब्द िी spelling गरत है; सह  spelling 

empirical होती है, स्जसिा अथण है अनुबव मा प्रमोग ऩय आधारयत। 

• 'empirical' will be used instead of 'empiriecal' because the given word is incorrectly 
spelt; the correct form is empirical, meaning based on observation or experiment. 

19. C)  The word “Countanance” is spelled incorrectly. The correct spelling is “Countenance”, 

which means facial expression or to approve/support भुख-भुद्रा / सभथणन ियना। 

20. B)  ‘in’ िा प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकि “absorbed in” एि fixed collocation (स्स्थय प्रमोग) है, स्जसिा अथण 
होता है किसी िाभ भें ऩूय  तयह डूफ जाना। Sentence भें व्मस्क्त किताफ ऩढ़ने भें इतना डूफा हुआ है कि उसे 
घॊट  िी आवाज बी सुनाई नह ॊ द । इसमरए, “in” सफसे उऩमुक्त preposition है। 

• ‘In’ should be used because “absorbed in” is a standard collocation meaning deeply 
engaged or fully immersed in something. In the sentence, the person is completely 
immersed in the book and does not notice the bell. Thus, “in” is the most appropriate 
choice. 

21. A)  rampant] सह  है क्मोंकि इसिा भतरफ त्रफना किसी योि-टोि िे तेजी स ेपैरना (unchecked 

growth) होता है; महाॉ ऩमणटन िे िायर् होन ेवारे अननमॊत्रित ननभाणर् िी फात हो यह  है। Chronic िा 
इस्तेभार रॊफे सभम ति चरने वार  फीभाय  मा सभस्मा िे मरए होता है। Contagious िा भतरफ छूने स े

पैरने वार  फीभाय  (सॊक्राभि) होता है। Indigenous िा भतरफ स्वदेशी मा किसी खास जगह िा भूर 

ननवासी होता है। 

 [rampant] is correct because it is an adjective meaning flourishing or spreading 
unchecked, often used to describe excessive or out-of-control building and 
development. Chronic means long-lasting and difficult to eradicate (used for illnesses 
or continuous problems). Contagious refers to a disease spread from one person to 
another by direct contact. Indigenous means originating naturally in a particular place 
or native. 
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22. C)  [cope with] सह  है क्मोंकि मह ग्राभय िे दहसाफ स ेत्रफल्िुर सह  phrase है स्जसिा भतरफ किसी 
भुस्श्िर स्स्थनत िो सॊबारना (deal with) होता है। Cope up with ग्राभय िे अनुसाय ऩूय  तयह गरत है 

(फोरचार भें रोग मह गरती ियते हैं, रेकिन 'cope' िे साथ 'up' नह ॊ आता)। Dispense with िा भतरफ 

किसी चीज से छुटिाया ऩाना मा उसिे त्रफना िाभ चराना होता है। Bear up िा भतरफ भुस्श्िर हारात भें 
दहम्भत फनाए यखना होता है। 

 [cope with] is correct because it is the standard, grammatically sound English phrasal 
verb meaning to deal effectively with a difficult situation or problem, like handling a 
massive summer influx of tourists. Cope up with is grammatically incorrect and is a very 
common error; the word "up" should never be used here. Dispense with means to 
manage without something or get rid of it. Bear up means to remain cheerful or strong 
in the face of adversity. 

23. B)  [tricky] सह  है क्मोंकि इसिा भतरफ भुस्श्िर, ऩेचीदा मा ऩयेशानी बया (difficult) होता है; सददणमों भें 
वहाॉ घूभना ऩेचीदा है क्मोंकि िई जरूय  जगहें  फॊद होती हैं। Fluorescent िा भतरफ फहुत चभिीरा मा 
चभिन ेवार  राइट होता है। Crunchy िा भतरफ िुयिुया (जैस ेखाना) होता है। Bilingual िा भतरफ दो 
बाषाएॊ फोरने वारा होता है। 

 [tricky] is correct because it means requiring care or skill because it is difficult, 
awkward, or unpredictable. Traveling there in winter is "tricky" (difficult to navigate) 
because many necessary places are shut down. Fluorescent refers to vivid colors or 
tubes that emit bright light. Crunchy describes food making a sharp noise when bitten. 
Bilingual means speaking two languages fluently. 

24. D)  [into] सह  है क्मोंकि मह preposition गनत (motion) मा ददशा िो दशाणता है जफ िोई चीज फाहय से 
अॊदय िी तयप जाती है; महाॉ यास्ते िे ऩहाडड़मों िे अॊदय (into) जाने िी फात हो यह  है। Unto 'to' िा ऩुयाना 
रूऩ है स्जसिा इस्तेभार अफ आभ इॊस्लरश भें नह ॊ होता। Throughout िा भतरफ हय जगह मा ऩूय  तयह 

स ेहोता है। In िा भतरफ अॊदय होता है, रेकिन मह स्स्थयता ददखाता है, जफकि 'into' ददशा औय गनत 

ददखाता है। 

 [into] is correct because it is the preposition used to express motion, movement, or 
direction toward the inside of a place. The trail deviates (turns and moves) into the 
central hills. Unto is an archaic form of 'to' mostly found in historical texts. Throughout 
means in every part of a place or object. In indicates being enclosed inside something 
but indicates a static position, lacking the movement implied by the trail's path. 

25. C)  [traverses] सह  है क्मोंकि इसिा भतरफ किसी ऺिे (पवशषेिय बौगोमरि इरािे) िे फीच से होिय 

गुजयना (travel across) होता है; मह यास्ता उत्तय  ऩहाड़ों िे फीच स ेगुजयता है। साथ ह , 'it' एिवचन 

(singular) है इसमरए कक्रमा भें 's' रगना जरूय  है। Circumvent फहुवचन कक्रमा है (ग्राभय िे दहसाफ से 
गरत) स्जसिा भतरफ फाधा से फचिय ननिर जाना होता है। Excavates िा भतरफ जभीन भें खदुाई 

ियना होता है। Patrol plural verb है स्जसिा भतरफ सुयऺा िे मरए गश्त रगाना होता है। 

 [traverses] is correct because it means to travel across or through a geographical area, 

perfectly describing a physical trail cutting through the mountainous north. 
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Furthermore, the subject "it" (the trail) is singular, requiring the singular verb form 

ending in 's'. Circumvent (plural verb form, grammatically incorrect here) means to find 

a way around an obstacle to avoid it. Excavates means to make a hole by digging out 

earth. Patrol (plural verb form, grammatically incorrect here) means to keep watch 

over an area by walking around it. 
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