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Reservation ruse: On women'’s quota and delimitation
Women’s empowerment is an excuse to undermine federal equity

In a Parliament sitting convened from April 16, the Union government is seeking to advance women’s
empowerment, but as part of a wider legislative package: the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill,
2026, and a companion Delimitation Bill. The stated rationale is the operationalisation of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (the 106th Amendment of 2023), which reserves one-third of Lok Sabha and
Assembly seats for women but was tied to a post-Census delimitation. The government’s insistence
on bundling women’s reservation with delimitation suggests that the former is being used as political
cover for the latter: a sweeping reallocation of Lok Sabha seats that would reshape the federal
composition of Parliament to the advantage of States where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) enjoys
electoral dominance, and at the expense of States where it has been historically weak.

When India’s decennial Census was delayed for more than five years without a definitive or rational
explanation from the BJP-led Union government, the political logic was not hard to discern. The 2021
Census was first postponed citing COVID-19, but no reason was offered for the successive deferrals
that followed, until it was quietly announced that the exercise would be carried out in 2026-27. Under
the Constitution, the freeze on inter-State distribution of Lok Sabha seats, pegged to the 1971 Census,
was set to expire only after the first Census conducted after the year 2026 was published. This meant
that in the normal course, delimitation would have been based on the 2031 Census. By delaying the
Census to 2026-27, the government ensured that the delimitation exercise could be initiated on its

preferred timeline, using the 2026-27 Census rather than one conducted in 2031. |[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

13.

Ruse (noun) - trick, stratagem, gambit, 14.
deception, artifice dTel AT Sl

Empowerment (noun) - authorization,
enablement, delegation, investment, sanction 15.

SHIESCaU)

Undermine (verb) - weaken, sabotage,
subvert, erode, ?T*TEF{?IT

Federal (adjective) - confederate, allied,
unified, combined, central g

16.

17.
Equity (noun) - fairness, justice, impartiality,
egalitarianism, objectivity ST
Convene (verb) - summon, assemble, gather,
convoke, muster WWW@HW
Seek (verb) - attempt, endeavor, strive, aim,
aspire 9ITH T

Legislative (adjective) - lawmaking, judicial, 20.
constitutional, parliamentary, statutory IEOIE

Stated (adjective) - declared, specified, fixed, 21.

announced, settled NT AT HIAT
Rationale (noun) - justification, reasoning,

logic, grounds, basis doh T TR

Operationalisation (noun) - implementation,

22.

23.
execution, activation, realization, enforcement

FrRATTITTT
Delimitation (noun) - demarcation, boundary,
definition, limitation, restriction g

24.

25.
Insistence on (something) (phrase) - the act of
demanding something or saying something

very firmly and refusing to give up EXIEIGH

W AR e 26.

Sweeping (adjective) - comprehensive,
extensive, wide-ranging, broad, thorough

<qYeh

Reallocation (noun) - redistribution,
reassignment, reallotment, reapportionment,

shifting gﬂﬁﬂ'\"UT

Composition (noun) - structure, formation,
makeup, configuration, organization AT
Dominance (noun) - supremacy, authority,

mastery, command, clout qgjl_;c_t:f

. At the expense of (phrase) - with loss or

damage to one thing to benefit another $r

FrAd

. Decennial (adjective) - ten-year, tenth,

decennary grrhr g

Definitve (adjective) - conclusive, final,
ultimate, decisive, absolute IGIUIRED
Rational (adjective) - logical, sensible,
coherent, lucid, reasonable RETIEIG]

Discern (verb) - perceive, detect, recognize,

identify, notice UgdTeTalT AT HHS I

Cite (verb) - quote, mention, refer, instance,
adduce E'.T:I'IT»ITé\?lT

Deferral (noun) - postponement, delay,
suspension, adjournment, moratorium EJdTeT

Carry out (phrasal verb) - to do or complete
something, especially something that you have

been told to do or have planned to do TIT

SHIAT AT ITSATH &l

Pegged (adjective) - fixed, attached, linked,
secured, fastened W%ZIT?EB%T
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27. Set to (phrasal verb) - to be ready or about to  29. Ensure (verb) - guarantee, assure, secure,

do something marked by a certain start @ﬁa? warrant, confirm ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁm

IINGEIES 30. Initiate (verb) - start, begin, commence,
28. In the normal course (phrase) - as part of the launch, institute 37137 =T

usual way that things happen or are done

ATAT ST H
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Summary of the Editorial
1. The Union government has convened a Parliament session starting April 16 to push key

legislative changes.

2. It proposes the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 along with a Delimitation Bill.

3. These are linked to implementing the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (106th Amendment,
2023).

4. The Act provides for one-third reservation for women in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

5. However, this reservation is conditional on a future Census and delimitation exercise.

6. The government is combining women’s reservation with delimitation in one legislative
package.

7. The editorial argues that women’s empowerment is being used as a political cover.

8. The real objective is seen as restructuring parliamentary representation through delimitation.

9. Delimitation would redistribute Lok Sabha seats among States based on population changes.

10. This redistribution may benefit States where the ruling party (BJP) is politically strong.

11. Conversely, States where the BJP is weaker could lose relative representation.

12. The delay of the 2021 Census plays a crucial role in this strategy.

13. Initially postponed due to COVID-19, the Census was further delayed without clear
justification.

14. It is now scheduled for 2026-27, altering the timeline for delimitation.

15. This shift allows delimitation to occur earlier than expected, potentially impacting federal

balance and equity among States.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. According to the passage, what is the primary "stated rationale" for introducing the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026?

A.

C.

D.

To provide a definitive and rational explanation for the five-year delay in conducting the
decennial Census.

To operationalise the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam which reserves seats for women in the
Lok Sabha.

To ensure that the Bharatiya Janata Party can maintain its historical strength in the
southern states.

To extend the freeze on the inter-State distribution of Lok Sabha seats that was pegged to
the 1971 Census.

2. Why does the author suggest that women’s reservation is being used as "political cover" in
this legislative package?

A.

C.

D.

Because the government wants to protect women from the sweeping reallocation of seats
in the Parliament.

Because the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam was originally intended to be implemented
without any census data.

Because it allows for a reallocation of seats that benefits states where the ruling party is
electorally dominant.

Because it prevents the government from initiating the delimitation exercise on their own
preferred timeline.

3. What was the constitutional requirement regarding the timing of the next delimitation
exercise before the recent census delay?

A.

C.

D.

It was required to be initiated immediately following the conclusion of the 96-hour military
conflict in 2025.

It could only be initiated based on the results of the first Census conducted and published
after the year 2026.

It was mandated to use the 1971 Census data indefinitely to ensure federal stability across
all Indian states.

It required the Union government to offer a definitive explanation for any postponement
lasting over five years.

4. How did the timing of the 2026-27 Census affect the government's ability to initiate
delimitation?

A.

C.

D.

It forced the government to wait until the 2031 Census was published before any seats
could be reallocated.

It resulted in a total collapse of the 131st Amendment Bill due to the lack of definitive
population counts.

It ensured the exercise could be started earlier than the "normal course" which would have
used the 2031 data.

It allowed the states where the BJP is weak to gain more seats in the Lok Sabha before the
next election.

5. ldentify whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) based on the passage:

A.

The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam was the 106th Amendment passed in the year 2023.
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10.

11.

B. The government provided COVID-19 as the reason for every census deferral between 2021
and 2026.

A 1-T, 2-T

B. 1-F, 2-T

C. 1-T, 2-F

D. 1-F, 2-F

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Intent.”
A. Purpose

B. Portent

C. Pillage

D. Palpate

Choose the correctly spelt word:

A. Evanescence

B. Evinescence

C. Evanescense

D. Evaneccesnse

Choose the correct one-word substitute for:
A person who is unable to pay their debts.

A. Debtor
B. Bankrupt
C. Pauper

D. Insolvent
Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word “Formidable.”

A. Fecund
B. Facile
C. Fastidious

D. Felicitous

The sentences given below are in a jumbled order. Arrange them in the most logical order to

form a coherent paragraph.

1. However, this decimal experiment failed within a year because it was difficult to convert
clocks and isolated France from its neighbors.

2. The French Republic attempted to change the structure of time in 1793 by introducing a
decimal system with 10-hour days.

3. This revolutionary change aimed to rationalize the calendar and even included a new ten-
day week to replace traditional schedules.

4. To understand why we still use 24 hours and 60 minutes today, we must look back 5,000

years to the earliest number systems.

2-3-1-4

2-1-3-4

4-2-3-1

D. 2-3-4-1

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word “Fragile.”

A. Inscrutable

B. Insouciant

0w >

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 6



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

Yolal N AwlopIsl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

C. Iniquitous

D. Indomitable

In the following, there are four different words, out of which only one word is correctly
spelt. Find the correctly spelt word.

A. Coddle

B. Hudle

C. Satisfe

D. Protecat

Choose the correct passive voice transformation of the sentence:

You should have kept us informed about the progress of the investigation.

A. We should be kept informed about the progress of the investigation by you.

B. We should have been kept informed about the progress of the investigation by you.
C. We should have been keeping informed about the progress of the investigation by you.
D. We should have kept informed about the progress of the investigation by you.
Change the following from active to passive:

Have the archivists digitized the medieval manuscripts yet?

A. Were the medieval manuscripts digitized by the archivists yet?

B. Have the medieval manuscripts been digitized by the archivists yet?

C. Are the medieval manuscripts being digitized by the archivists yet?

D. Had the medieval manuscripts been digitized by the archivists yet?

Select the most appropriate word to fill in the blank:

The ambitious startup managed to a significant market share in the fintech
industry despite the presence of established banking giants.

A. Carry off

B. Check out

C. Clearout

D. Carve out

Choose the most appropriate option to fill the blank in the given sentence.
The tiny deer stood looking at them with eyes.

A. Stationary

B. Arid

C. Luminous

D. Transparent

Identify the part of the sentence that contains a grammatical error.

The main affect B. of the new policy C. will be an increase D. in productivity.
A. The main affect

B. of the new policy

C. will be anincrease

D. in productivity.

What is the correct meaning of the idiom “Give up the ghost”?

A. Continue working

B. Improve condition

C. Stop functioning; die

D. Begin again
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19. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Buzzing.”

A. Baffling
B. Bantering
C. Bustling
D. Blighting

20. Select the option that expresses the given sentence in indirect voice.
The guide said, "We will be exploring the ruins all morning."
A. The guide said that they would be exploring the ruins all morning.
B. The guide said that they will be exploring the ruins all morning.
C. The guide said that we would be exploring the ruins all morning.
D. The guide said that they were exploring the ruins all morning.
Comprehension
| stepped (1) ___ the cool salt water, wading through the shallows of Moonee Creek on
Australia's eastern coast. Overhead, rainbow lorikeets chattered in the eucalyptus trees while
red dragonflies buzzed past. | was in the heart of Gumbaynggirr Country, an Aboriginal nation
spanning roughly 6,000 sq km between the Clarence and Nambucca rivers in New South Wales

(NSW).
"We're the first paddleboarders in the world," said our Gumbaynggirr cultural guide, Troy
Robinson. "We're only doing what our old ancestors have done since time (2) ___." As the

tour's three other participants and | struggled to (3) ___ ourselves on our foam boards,
Robinson glided along the mangroves lining the banks of his ancestral land, dreadlocks spilling
from beneath his Akubra hat.
| followed his lead, making long strokes with my paddle as schools of small, almost (4)
mullet darted beneath my board and aquatic insects flitted across the creek's surface.
Robinson, who had smeared white (5) ___ across his cheeks and forearms, explained that his
people have traditionally used the paste as a natural sunscreen. | told him | was imagining his
ancestors paddling alongside us, curious about the blue foam SUPs and plastic paddles. "They
would've carved their vessels out of the trees though," he said, laughing.

21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)?
A. upon
B. amid
C. across
D. into

22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)?
A. primordial
B. bygone
C. immemorial
D. antiquity

23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)?
A. brace
B. steady
C. poise
D. anchor

24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)?
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A. iridescent

B. diaphanous

C. translucent

D. luminous

25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)?
A. resin

B. ochre

C. silt

D. chalk
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Answers
1. B 2.C 3B 4.C 5.C 6.A 7.A 8B 9.B 10.A 11.D 12A
13.B 14B 15D 16.C 17A 18.C 19.C 20.A 21D 22C 23B 24.C
25. B [Practice Exercise]
Explanations

1. B) To operationalise the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam which reserves seats for women in
the Lok Sabha.
The passage states the rationale is the "operationalisation of the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam... which reserves one-third of Lok Sabha and Assembly seats for women."
(A) : The passage notes that the government has not offered a rational explanation for
the census delay.
(C) : The passage suggests the move favors states where the BJP is dominant, not
where it has been "historically weak."
(D) : The bill seeks to advance delimitation, which would end the freeze rather than
extend it.
2. C) Because it allows for a reallocation of seats that benefits states where the ruling party is
electorally dominant.
The passage argues that bundling the two suggests the reservation is cover for a "sweeping
reallocation of Lok Sabha seats... to the advantage of States where the BJP enjoys electoral
dominance."
(A) : The "cover" refers to hiding a political strategy, not physically protecting a
demographic from legislation.
(B) : The passage mentions the 2023 amendment was already "tied to a post-Census
delimitation."
(D) : The author argues the opposite; the bundling helps the government achieve its
preferred timeline.
3. B) It could only be initiated based on the results of the first Census conducted and published
after the year 2026.
The passage explains that the freeze was set to expire "only after the first Census conducted
after the year 2026 was published."
(A) : This uses context from a previous unrelated text (Operation Sindoor) which is not
in this passage.
(C) : The passage says the freeze was set to expire, meaning it was never intended to be
"indefinite."
(D) : While the author criticizes the lack of explanation, this was not a "constitutional
requirement" for the timing of delimitation.
4. C) It ensured the exercise could be started earlier than the "normal course" which would
have used the 2031 data.
The passage states that by delaying to 2026-27, the government ensured delimitation "could
be initiated on its preferred timeline... rather than one conducted in 2031."
(A) : The delay specifically allows them to avoid waiting for the 2031 Census.
(B) : The passage indicates the bill is being "advanced," not that it has collapsed.
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10.

(D) : The author argues the reallocation would be at the "expense of States" where the
BJP is weak.
C) 1-T, 2-F.

Statement 1 is TRUE: The passage identifies it as the "106th Amendment of 2023."

Statement 2 is FALSE: The passage states COVID-19 was the reason for the first
postponement, but "no reason was offered for the successive deferrals that followed."
A) Intent (noun) — The underlying aim, objective, or the state of mind with which an act is

done. (XTal)

Synonym: Purpose (noun) — The reason for which something is done or created or for which

somethmg exists. (G%Q’Cl)

Portent (noun): A sign or warning that something momentous or calamitous is likely to

happen. (J¥E)
o Pillage (verb): To rob a place using violence, especially during wartime or civil unrest.

(loot/ICUIC hRI)
e Palpate (verb) To examine a part of the body by touch, especially for medical diagnosis.
CENENISICE])
A) The correctly spelt word is Evanescence which means “the process of fading away or
vanishing” &ﬁmﬁm/ﬁ‘nﬁﬁl
B) Bankrupt (noun/adjective) — legally declared unable to pay debts WW@W
ivd
¢ Insolvent (noun/adjective) — a person who is unable to pay their debts wwff
3fery / feanferan fRufa o
e Debtor (noun) —a person who owes money ¢ 7-Bft
e Pauper (noun) — a very poor person 3d TR aafad
B) Formidable (adjective) — Inspiring fear or respect through being impressively large,
powerful, intense, or capable. (@T;‘-FJ/GTIWT)
Antonym: Facile (adjective) — Appearing neat and comprehensive only by ignoring the true
complexities of an issue; superficial; or something easily achieved and therefore of little value.
(W/&ri%r TRe)
Fecund (adjective): Producing or capable of producing an abundance of offspring or
new growth; fertile. (SUSI\)
e Fastidious (adjective): Very attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail.
(3rfc-FrayT)
e Felicitous (adjective): Well chosen or suited to the circumstances; pleasing and
fortunate. (3fId/3MHeHY)
A) Correct Answer: A (2-3-1-4)
Sentence 2, Wﬁw&ﬂﬁﬁ &maﬁ%uﬁ' 1793 & 39 "decimal experiment" &t
WW%W T = gAY dgd & HITRI &t At WWﬁWfactual ground UglHd
T & [ TR ford VeI e F IR A g
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11.

12

13.

Sentence 3, Sentence 2 & dIG WWW "Why" WWT%I Wé’ﬁ@ﬁ qI & dG g
CIRRRIE R ratlonallze W%B@@\ﬁ? 10 F g (10-day week)a\_rﬁg?ﬂ%l g
HifdeR] Seardl &) I & ol T big test B

Sentence 1, Sentence 3 %W errrwa?:h%u‘s'w "test" muﬁn%ﬁm@ﬁmﬁw
(elaboration) W%I \_Slﬁ_% ﬁmmﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬂg% a%ofSentence 1 specific
details a1 g b 9fSaT SeaT GfEwa U 3R i USRA = I SIHT-YTHT (isolated) TS T
Y|

Sentence 4, Sentence 1 & dIG WWWU& scenario ﬁw conclusion %T%l g &t
AT ! TSI & §TG, 4 85 dT09 5,000 ITE R S8 HI 3R o I ¢ dlich 89 31Tof
& 24-9¢ Tl RICH BT 3R BRI (scale) THI T |

e Sentence 2 comes at the beginning because it identifies the historical "decimal
experiment" of 1793 when France tried to change time. It provides the essential factual
ground by establishing the specific event the report is about.

e Sentence 3 follows Sentence 2 because it introduces the "Why." It directly links the
time change to the revolutionary goals of rationalizing the calendar and introducing a
10-day week. This serves as a critical test of the system's intended structure.

e Sentence 1 follows Sentence 3 because it elaborates on the nature of that "test" or
experiment. While 3 describes the implementation, Sentence 1 provides specific details
on why it failed, citing clock conversion issues and international isolation.

e Sentence 4 follows Sentence 1 because it serves as the logical conclusion for the
narrative. After explaining the failed French attempt, it provides a wrap-up by pointing
toward the 5,000-year-old origins that explain our current 24-hour scale.

D) Fragile (adjective) — (Of an object) easily broken or damaged; or (of a system) vulnerable
and weak. (T9]d)

Antonym: Indomitable (adjective) — Impossible to subdue or defeat; strong and resilient.
EELEEER)

¢ Inscrutable (adjective): Impossible to understand or interpret. (Xg¥IHY)

¢ Insouciant (adjective): Showing a casual lack of concern; indifferent. (a'CRTII'I_G')

¢ Iniquitous (adjective): Grossly unfair and morally wrong. (G‘ITQTJCI;UT)

. A) The correct spelling is coddle, which means to treat someone in an overprotective or

indulgent manner.

31 (Hindi): TERd T TS ATS-WR BT

B) We should have been kept informed about the progress of the investigation by you.
Active ¥ Passive Voice H §GaH & f%nq Active d[d] d[ Object Passive I Dl Subject d- WIldl
% GhY Verb DT Tense Passive Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ%l ﬁ[QTI'QTﬂEquf “should have kept” Modal +
Perfect U %, sﬂﬁ“lﬁ Passive T gg “should have been kept” &-dl %I Active H Object “us”
Passive H Su bject “we” d STdl % 3R Agent “by you” 3id ﬁWT\_rﬂ?IT%I Y HIT “about the
progress of the investigation” JYTdd Xgdl %I

e To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence
becomes the subject of the passive form and the verb structure shifts accordingly. The
active modal perfect “should have kept” becomes “should have been kept” in the
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passive. The object “us” becomes “we,” and the agent “by you” is added at the end
while the remaining phrase stays unchanged.
14. B) Have the medieval manuscripts been digitized by the archivists yet?
Active ¥ Passive Voice H WW, Active dIR] T Object Passive dId] d[ Subject d- SIIdl
§ 3R Verb &1 3T Tense & Passive form B TG SITdT g |
Active amfr “the archivists” Subject %, “have digitized” Verb (Present Perfect Tense) % G'ﬁT
“the medieval manuscripts” Object %I
Passive H 9@ UX “the medieval manuscripts” Subject I TTQT%’ Verb @1 “have been
digitized” (Present Perfect Passive) T gaar TI'EIT%, 3R “by the archivists” &= H Agent \_YnET
T g | 39T T8t aTe ATERI0G &0 J el 8|
The active sentence is in the Present Perfect tense:
Have + subject + V3 (digitized)
The correct passive structure for Present Perfect is:
Have/Has + been + V3
So, “Have the archivists digitized...” >
“Have the medieval manuscripts been digitized...”
Option 2 preserves both the tense and the interrogative form correctly.
15. D) Carve out (phrasal verb): To create or establish something through hard work or legal
provision. (Wﬁa:ﬂ:ﬂ)
The blank requires a phrasal verb meaning to establish a specific space; Carve out fits as it
denotes creating a niche through effort.
e Carry off (phrasal verb): To succeed in doing something difficult or to win a prize.
(A AdYde TR HR)
e Check out (phrasal verb): To establish the truth or inform oneself about something.
(ST AT
e Clear out (phrasal verb): To empty a place or to leave a place quickly. (wm/a@r
fTT)
16. C) "Luminous" T 372 § THIA T AR ¢ aTaT | 0T &1 IS, THB I 311 ITb! ™
fowar fﬂ_cﬁ %I "Stationary" = @R; "Arid" = {[&P; "Transparent" = tI'R_Q"QﬁI

"Luminous" means bright or glowing. Deer are well-known for their large, shining eyes.
"Stationary"” = not moving; "Arid" = dry (used for land); "Transparent" = see-through. None of
these aptly describes a deer's eyes.

Correct answer: Luminous

17. A) affect’ & dad 'effect’ WW@WWH@T&& result / outcome (tIﬁ'UI'IIf) W% 3%?3?
%rg H effect (noun) 3TAT 8, TSP affect TTHTIG: verb (YHTd STAT) & =0 H TINT gldT o;

The effect of the policy was remarkable.
o 'effect' will be used instead of 'affect' because the meaning here is result/outcome,
and in this meaning effect is the correct noun, whereas affect is mainly used as a verb;
Like—
The effect of the policy was remarkable.
18. C) “Give up the ghost” means stop working — PTH EI_C{Eﬁ NIGIE
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

C) Buzzing (adjective) — Full of excitement or activity; very busy. (dgc¢l-Ugd dicll)
Synonym: Bustling (adjective) — (of a place) full of activity; moving or acting with a great show
of energy. (8ddd HIFITNT"ITT)

o Baffling (adjective): Impossible to understand; perplexing. (X XIHI /D] o dicdl)

e Bantering (verb/adj): Talking or exchanging remarks in a good-humored teasing way.
(HvIldh 1)

e Blighting (verb/adj): Having a severely detrimental effect on something. (ﬁqWIﬂ)

A) The guide said that they would be exploring the ruins all morning.

Direct ¥ Indirect # daad THY Reporting Verb "said" & F1G "that" ETIWT\_SHT‘IT% 3R Future
Tense (will) I Past form (would) T dad foar ol %I Direct AT H "We" W‘Fﬁ"’[%, S
Indirect & Speaker éwaﬁ@raw "they" Eﬁﬁk‘ﬂ%l W%IQFITSQT Indirect GTER?[EﬁTIT — "The
guide said that they would be exploring the ruins all morning."

e To change from Direct to Indirect Speech, the reporting verb "said" is followed by
"that" and the future tense "will" changes to "would". The pronoun "we" in direct
speech shifts to "they" in indirect speech based on context. Hence, the correct indirect
form is — "The guide said that they would be exploring the ruins all morning."

D) [into] Hﬁ%@ffﬁ?\_ﬂa 37y foo gt et (@ﬁ 1?I'IT'ﬂ) & Wmﬁaﬁ% ar "stepped into"
Wgﬁﬂﬂfﬁ?ﬂ%l Passage Ug imply WQ@T%% author U &b 3R IAMR (wading) SITXgl
%I Upon DI HJAH surface (9dg) WW@T‘H% (@ﬁa’tﬁwaﬂm | Amid T A 'dF H'
BId1 8, TR TT "stepped" & 1Y fit 781 IdT| Across BT AIAS UR BT 8IdT 5|

e [into] is correct because it implies entering the volume or depth of a 3D space (the
water). The passage implies the author is physically immersing their feet/legs in the
water by "wading". "Upon" means on the surface (you walk upon water only if it's
frozen or you are doing a miracle). "Amid" means surrounded by, but doesn't fit the
verb "stepped". "Across" means moving from one side to the other, which doesn't fit
stepping into the shallows.

C) [immemorial] ﬂﬁ%m "since time immemorial" English 1 U fixed idiom %W
Tddd '3a- R 99 ¥ 5 ®12 a1 off 78t T Toar g1d1 8 | Passage T8 imply FR @1 @
f3 Aboriginal AT BT 59 THIM I AT SaT IRIT & {6 IUHT P15 written record Hi 781 g
Primordial ngﬁmﬁ%&ﬂﬁﬁaﬁ% @IW phrase 'E[?Té' fit ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂl Bygone DI
S Sl g3 TG BIaT 8 | Antiquity T noun & forRIehT A UTHH HI1d gl g |

e [immemorial] is correct because "since time immemorial" is a strict, fixed English idiom
meaning 'for longer than anyone can remember' or 'since ancient history'. The passage
implies that the Aboriginal connection to this land and practice is so ancient it predates
written records. "Primordial" means existing at the beginning of time, but we do not
say "time primordial". "Bygone" means belonging to the past (e.g., bygone days).
"Antiquity" is a noun, not an adjective used in this phrase.

B) [steady] ﬂﬁ%a@%wwﬁ%ﬁgﬁ%ﬁamgﬁzﬁ balance WT@HT%I
Passage dg imply X gl %% tourists 31U boards TR balance ST & ﬁ'l'q o (struggle)
W?%%, SIS local guide dgd smoothly tlFﬁWﬂ?ﬂ%T%l Brace WWWW
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(impact) %ﬁﬂIWﬁ CIQC Pl G\Idl %I Poise I Hdcld dgd elegant 3R graceful posture
AT BIAT 8| Anchor &1 AAE U &I dAGC! (bottom) H AR ST BIdT € |
e [steady] is correct because it means to make something balanced, firm, and stop it

from wobbling. The passage implies a contrast between the clumsy, unbalanced
tourists struggling not to fall off their boards and the graceful, experienced local guide.
"Brace" implies tensing muscles to prepare for a physical impact or crash. "Poise"
means to hold yourself in a highly elegant, graceful position (which they are failing to
do). "Anchor" means to secure firmly to the bottom of the sea, which is impossible
since they are moving.

24. C) [translucent] W%WWW TRYRT (semi-transparent) Eﬁ?ﬂ%, % 3R-UR
IightﬁT%(ﬁﬁqﬁﬁ@aWﬂl Passage Ug implymwg%ﬁmW%&ﬁT
STl 3 delicate & [ 31 HR-UR Gehl-gedhl 14 38T 8 | Iridescent HT HIAT 3{eHT-
3T T I aTdl! THD (rainbow SIET) BT 8 | Diaphanous BT SEIATA R1th §edb HUS|
gabrics) %ﬁm G\Idl %, vll"Id@f%ﬁl'Q:lﬁl Luminous WWQEW (glow) aﬁaﬁﬂ@?ﬂ

I
e translucent] is correct because it refers to a substance allowing light to pass through it,
making it semi-transparent (like small, pale fish in water). The passage implies the
water is so clear and the fish are so delicate that you can almost see right through
them. "Iridescent" means showing luminous, shifting colors like a rainbow.
"Diaphanous" also means light and delicate, but is strictly used for fabrics (like silk), not
animals. "Luminous" means glowing in the dark or emitting its own light.

25. B) [ochre] W%WWW natural ﬁl@of (earth pigment) Eﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@rgﬁm RSP
Indigenous (]:E‘lﬁa'@) SIUEICRIES) body paint BT dRg stell-llﬂ B %I Passage Aboriginal
AN B mwgﬁmﬁimplymW% Gﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁsunscreen CEIRNGEN
Resin US & fRdrem aran farafar g Y1 |1 silt 7 & Uit § 98- arelt aRie ¥d gt 3|
Chalk {-IDPQ TR () G\Idl %, Afp g Aboriginal culture @I traditional paint qg)[%l

e [ochre] is correct because it is the specific natural earth pigment (clay) traditionally

used by Indigenous peoples globally for body painting and art. The passage implies the
deep, historical resourcefulness of the Aboriginal people, using the natural earth itself
to protect their skin. "Resin" is sticky tree sap. "Silt" is fine sand or dirt carried by
running water, not typically used as paint. "Chalk" is a soft white limestone, but it is not
the traditional cultural paste associated with Aboriginal body art.
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