The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

India is no longer the fourth-largest economy in the world.

According to the IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook, India has slipped to sixth place in the world
GDP rankings, with Japan and the UK overtaking it in terms of nominal GDP in current US dollars. For
2026, the IMF has estimated the Indian economy at $4.15 trillion, up from $3.92 trillion the year
before. In comparison, the size of the UK’s economy has been pegged at $4.27 trillion and that of
Japan at $4.38 trillion, marginally edging out India.

There are two main reasons why India has slid on these rankings. The first is a change in how GDP is
estimated. Under the new methodology (with base year 2022-23), the government has made a whole
host of methodological changes and incorporated newer data sources. The new GDP estimates
released in February-end provide a more accurate picture of the economy. However, this update also
found that the outgoing series was overestimating India’s GDP by around three to four per cent — in
2025-26, India’s GDP was reassessed from being Rs 357 trillion to Rs 345 trillion. The second reason is
the exchange rate. Since the IMF compares economies in US dollar terms, the exchange rate of any
domestic currency vis-a-vis the US dollar becomes a crucial factor. Over the past year, the Indian rupee
has weakened by almost 10 per cent against the US dollar — first due to the imposition of US tariffs,
and later, to the uncertainty around a trade deal. What made this weakness even worse is the fact that
it has happened during a period when the US dollar itself has actually weakened against most other
major currencies. The net effect has been that when calculated in dollar terms, India’s GDP, already
pegged down in rupee terms, falls behind that of Japan and the UK.

Notwithstanding the slide, the IMF projects that India will overtake the UK and Japan in 2027 and then
become the third-largest economy by overtaking Germany in 2031. That should not, however, draw
away from the need to push forward aggressively on the domestic reform agenda, especially in the
more politically contentious areas such as electricity and fertilisers. Considering the series of shocks
that the Indian and the global economy have recently been subjected to — from the Covid pandemic
to the wars in Ukraine and Iran — it would be prudent for policymakers to factor such risks into their

strategies. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Outlook (noun) - prospect, future,
forecast, expectation, vista ALY

Slip (verb) - decline, fall, drop, slump,
plummet FIRAT/ &=

In terms of (phrase) regarding/concerning
something FHEHH

Estimate (verb) - calculate, appraise,
assess, evaluate, gauge WWI‘IFIT
Peg (at) (verb) - to fix or pin a value at a
certain level H‘\@Tﬁ‘iﬁﬁﬁm
Marginally (adverb) - slightly, barely,
somewhat, minutely, insignificantly 2ITST 9T
Edge out (phrasal verb) - to defeat or

surpass someone by a small margin YSIs

ST

Slide (verb) - descend, slip, tumble,
decline, fall AT/ 31117
Methodology (noun) - procedure, system,
technique, approach, strategy FRIYUTTIT
A whole host of (phrase) a large number
or collection of people or things CE{Rsreu)
P2}

Methodological (adjective) - procedural,
systematic, technical, analytic, logical

EIERI:C
Incorporate (verb) - include, integrate,

embody, assimilate, absorb AT AT

Estimate (noun) - approximation,
calculation, projection, valuation, appraisal

3Tehelel

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Outgoing (adjective) - departing, previous,
former, past, retiring ﬁa‘cimwﬁw
Overestimate (verb) - overvalue, overrate,

exaggerate, overstate, magnify EIBEY

Reassess (verb) - re-evaluate, review,
reconsider, reappraise, amend gﬂﬁw

FLAT
Economy (noun) - wealth, resources,
financial system, state, sector rdeagEer
Vis-a-vis (preposition) - regarding,
concerning, towards & W@f/* T H
Weaken (verb) - enfeeble, debilitate,
undermine, dilute, sap aﬂ:lEﬁT?l?lT
Imposition (noun) - infliction,
enforcement, levy, application, intrusion
T AT/ AT

Peg down (phrasal verb) - to keep

something at a lower level or limit shdH FAT

X TeehT gl

Notwithstanding (preposition) - despite,
regardless of, albeit %aﬁa‘g

Slide (noun) - downfall, drop, reduction,

lessening, ebb TRTae

Project (verb) - predict, forecast, visualize,

anticipate, estimate qt\dclo:lad-lld SElGI
Overtake (verb) - surpass, outdistance,
outstrip, eclipse, beat 31T TAehel SATaT
Overtaking (noun) - bypassing, outdoing,

transcending, outshining, topping 31T
feherar
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27. Aggressively (adverb) - vigorously, 30. Subject to (phrase) - likely to be affected
forcefully, boldly, strenuously, intensely by or dependent on something &
ST T H e/ gaTfad e

28. Contentious (adjective) - controversial, 31. Prudent (adjective) - wise, cautious,

sagacious, judicious, discreet fa'a'EFEI'\UT

32. Factor into (phrasal verb) - to include

disputable, debatable, ambivalent,
polemical faargrde

29. Considering (preposition) - regarding, something as a relevant part of a

given, noting é@ﬁg’(’/ﬁw ETG gv calculation TR LA
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Summary of the Editorial
1. Indiais no longer the fourth-largest economy in the world.

2. According to the International Monetary Fund, India has slipped to sixth place in GDP
rankings.

Japan and the United Kingdom have overtaken India in nominal GDP terms.

India’s GDP for 2026 is estimated at $4.15 trillion, up from $3.92 trillion.

Japan’s GDP is estimated at $4.38 trillion, and the UK’s at $4.27 trillion.

One reason for India’s decline is a change in GDP calculation methodology.

The new GDP series (base year 2022-23) provides a more accurate economic picture.

Earlier estimates had overstated India’s GDP by 3-4%.

© ®©® N oo U kW

India’s GDP for 2025—-26 was revised downward from X357 trillion to X345 trillion.

10. The second reason is the depreciation of the Indian rupee.

11. The rupee weakened by about 10% against the US dollar over the past year.

12. This decline was influenced by US tariffs and trade uncertainties.

13. The impact worsened because the US dollar weakened globally, yet the rupee fell further.

14. Despite the setback, the IMF projects India will regain higher ranking by 2027 and become
the third-largest economy by 2031.

15. India must continue domestic economic reforms and remain cautious of global risks like

pandemics and wars.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Which of the following statements accurately reflects India's GDP ranking status according to
the IMF’s latest outlook? [Editorial page]|
A. Indiais currently the third-largest global economy having surpassed Germany in 2026.
B. Japan and the UK have overtaken India in nominal GDP rankings as of early 2026.
C. India’s GDP is projected to fall behind that of Germany by the year 2027.
D. India’s economy is estimated at $4.38 trillion which is equal to the UK's economy.

2. Which of the following statements regarding the reasons for India's slide in GDP rankings is
INCORRECT?
A. The new methodology incorporates newer data sources to provide a more accurate picture.
B. The outgoing GDP series was overestimating India’s actual GDP by about three to four

percent.

C. The Indian rupee has weakened significantly against the US dollar over the past year.
D. The US dollar weakened against the Indian rupee due to the imposition of US tariffs.

3. Which of the following best describes the tone of the author regarding India’s future
economic projections?
A. Anxious and overly critical of the IMF’s flawed statistical methodologies.
B. Realistic and cautionary, balancing future potential with necessary reforms.
C. Dismissive of the impact of global shocks like the pandemic and wars.
D. Jubilant and celebratory about India becoming the third-largest economy.

4. What is the primary reason the author emphasizes the need for domestic reforms in
electricity and fertilizers?
A. These reforms are necessary to address politically contentious areas hindering progress.
B. These sectors are currently the largest contributors to the $4.15 trillion GDP estimate.
C. The IMF has explicitly mandated these specific reforms as a condition for the 2031 forecast.
D. These sectors are responsible for the 10 percent weakening of the Indian rupee.

5. What can be inferred about the impact of the new GDP methodology on the assessment of
India's economy?
A. The new methodology caused the economy to grow by 10 percent in US dollar terms.
B. The new methodology revealed that previous estimates were slightly higher than reality.
C. The new methodology was created specifically to hide the impact of global wars.
D. The new methodology is considered inaccurate compared to the outgoing GDP series.

6. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word. ACRIMONIOUS

A. Harsh
B. Sharp
C. Resentful
D. Bitter
7. Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word. Prodigious
A. Meagre

B. Phenomenal
C. Enormous
D. Monumental
8. Select the correct spelling of the term used to describe 'a witty, paradoxical saying or remark'.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

A. Epigramme

B. Epigrahm

C. Epigram

D. Epigream

Select the correctly spelled word meaning 'an expression of praise'.

A. Accollade

B. Accolade

C. Acolade

D. Akcolade

Identify the misspelt word:

A. Plenipotentiary

B. Utilitarianism

C. Syzgy

D. Naturalism

A sentence is provided in direct speech. From the four given options, choose the one that
most accurately conveys the sentence in its corresponding indirect speech.

"If I were you, | would not trust such vague promises," said the mentor.

A. The mentor said that if he were me, he wouldn't trust such vague promises.
B. The mentor said if he had been me, he wouldn't trust vague promises.

C. The mentor said that if he were me, he would not trust such vague promises.
D. The mentor said he would not trust such vague promises if he were me.
What is the one-word substitute for "a person who questions or rejects generally accepted
opinions or beliefs"?

A. Heretic

B. lconoclast

C. Dissenter

D. Apostate

What is the one-word substitute for: "The act of a writer deliberately avoiding a resolution to
a narrative, leaving it open-ended or ambiguous"?

A. Denouement

B. Cliffhanger

C. Pastiche

D. Pathetic Fallacy

Choose the correct meaning of idiom given below:

"A dime a dozen"

A. Rareitem

B. Very common

C. Very costly

D. Fake currency

Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:

The audible protest (1)/ by the silent demonstrator confused the officials (2)/ and media alike.
(3)/no error (4)

A (1)

B. (2)
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C. (3)
D. (4)
16. Find the part of the sentence that contains an error:
She claimed that she (1)/ had already submitted the report (2)/ before her supervisor (3)/
requests it again. (4)
A. (1)
B. (2)
C. (3)
D. (4)
17. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate option:
He said he ___ the file by Friday, but he never did.
A. would submit
B. submits
C. has submitted
D. had submitted
18. Choose the most suitable option to replace the underlined part of the sentence:
No sooner had she entered the room when the lights went off.
A. than
B. then
C. but
D. when
19. Convert the sentence provided below from its passive voice structure to an active voice
structure:
The budget proposals will have been finalized by the finance ministry before the end of the
fiscal year.
A. The finance ministry has finalized the budget proposals before the end of the fiscal year.

. The finance ministry will be finalizing the budget proposals before the end of the fiscal year.

B

C. The finance ministry finalizes the budget proposals before the end of the fiscal year.

D. The finance ministry will have finalized the budget proposals before the end of the fiscal
year.

20. Direction: The sentences given below are in a jumbled order. S1 and S6 are fixed. Arrange the

others (P, Q, R, S) in the most logical order to form a coherent paragraph.

S1: Tim Cook is stepping down as Apple’s CEO after 15 years, paving the way for John Ternus to

take the helm on 1 September 2026.

P: His journey at Apple began quietly in 2001, joining the product design team after a brief stint

as a mechanical engineer elsewhere.

Q: This transition marks the end of a celebrated era, with Cook moving into a new role as
executive chairman of the $4 trillion company.

R: Over the decades, his influence expanded from designing Mac screens to overseeing the
hardware for nearly every major product, from the iPhone to Vision Pro.

S: While Ternus lacks the public profile of his predecessors, his reputation within the company’s

secretive corridors has been ironclad for years.

S6: Having previously served as the senior vice president of hardware engineering, Ternus now

assumes full responsibility for the future of the technology giant.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

A. Q-S-P-R

B. P-R-Q-S

C. Q-P-R-S

D. S-Q-P-R

Comprehension

On 20 April 1936, Ellison Brown was running up a steep hill on Commonwealth Avenue. It was
mile 20 of the Boston Marathon, and he was entering a critical (1) ___ of the race. As he
climbed the calf-aching 3.5% incline, there was an unexpected pat on his back. A second later,
the previous year's winner, renowned runner Johnny Kelley, (2) ___ past him. The message was
clear: "Nice try, pal".

But all of a sudden, Brown surged forward. He sprinted up the half-mile hill and began a (3)
____with Kelley. The 500,000 spectators lining the course were stunned as they watched Brown
cross the finish line first. Few watching had ever seen the fleet-footed 22-year-old, but soon his
nickname would (4) __ the front pages of newspapers across the country: "Tarzan" Brown.
Brown's victory was one of the biggest upsets in Boston Marathon history, and today, Kelley's
unexpected loss is the reason why this (5) _ stretch of Commonwealth Avenue is still known
as "Heartbreak Hill". Not only was Brown virtually unknown before the race, but the
Narragansett tribe member was one of just a handful of Native American racers to ever
compete in the world's most prestigious marathon, and the first to ever win.

What should come in the place of blank number (1)?

A. segment

B. stretch

C. lap

D. corridor

What should come in the place of blank number (2)?

A. darted

B. galloped

C. trotted

D. strutted

What should come in the place of blank number (3)?

A. cat-and-mouse game

B. tugof war

C. neck-and-neck battle

D. wild goose chase

What should come in the place of blank number (4)?

A. grace

B. plaster

C. adorn

D. emblazon

What should come in the place of blank number (5)?

A. pivotal

B. perilous

C. ominous

D. fateful
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Answers
1. B 2.D 3B 4.5 5B 6.D 7.A  8C 9.B 10.C 11.C 128B
13.B 148 15D 16.0 17A 18A 19D 20.A 21.B 22.C 23.C 24A
25.D [Practice Exercise]|

Explanations

1. B)Japan and the UK have overtaken India in nominal GDP rankings as of early 2026.

The passage states: "India has slipped to sixth place... with Japan and the UK overtaking it in
terms of nominal GDP."

(A) : The passage says India will become the third-largest economy only by 2031.

(C) : The passage says India will overtake the UK and Japan in 2027, not fall behind Germany.
(D) : The passage pegs the UK at $4.27 trillion and Japan at $4.38 trillion, not India at $4.38
trillion.

2. D) The US dollar weakened against the Indian rupee due to the imposition of US tariffs.

The passage states the rupee weakened against the dollar, and specifically notes: "the US dollar
itself has actually weakened against most other major currencies." It does not say the dollar
weakened against the rupee.

(A) Line: "government has made a whole host of methodological changes and incorporated
newer data sources."

(B) Line: "this update also found that the outgoing series was overestimating India’s GDP by
around three to four per cent."

(C) Line: "Over the past year, the Indian rupee has weakened by almost 10 per cent against the
usS dollar."

3. B) Realistic and cautionary, balancing future potential with necessary reforms.

The author presents the data soberly, acknowledges the slide, but notes the future projections
("That should not, however, draw away from the need to push forward aggressively..."). This
balanced view is realistic and cautionary.

(A) : The author views the new methodology as providing a "more accurate picture," not as
"flawed."

(C) : The author explicitly says it is "prudent for policymakers to factor such risks [shocks] into
their strategies."

(D) : The author uses language like "notwithstanding the slide" and emphasizes the need for
"politically contentious" reforms, which is not jubilant.

4. A) These reforms are necessary to address politically contentious areas hindering progress.
The passage specifically identifies these two sectors as being difficult to change: "...especially in
the more politically contentious areas such as electricity and fertilisers."

(B) : The passage never ranks these sectors by their contribution to the $4.15 trillion figure.

(C) : The author suggests the need for reform, but does not say the IMF made it a "legal
condition" for the forecast.

(D) : The passage blames the Rupee's weakness on US tariffs and trade deal uncertainty, not on
electricity or fertilizer sectors.

5. B) The new methodology revealed that previous estimates were slightly higher than reality.
The passage states that the old way of counting was overestimating the numbers: "...outgoing
series was overestimating India’s GDP by around three to four per cent."
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10.

11.

(A) : The methodology caused a reduction in the Rupee value (Rs 357 trillion down to Rs 345
trillion), not a 10% growth.

(C) : The author says the methodology was updated for "accuracy" and to use "newer data
sources," not to hide war impacts.

(D) : The author calls the new system "more accurate," so they believe it is better than the
outgoing series.

D) Bitter

ACRIMONIOUS means having or showing a ready disposition to find fault; harsh or bitter in
nature, especially in speech or manner.

e Harsh — means unpleasantly rough; close but not the best fit for the bitterness of feeling
implied.

e Sharp — means having a cutting edge; does not capture the bitterness.

* Resentful — means feeling indignation; close but acrimonious specifically implies bitterness in
expression.

312f: ACRIMONIOUS T 31 § e al/diaT (fARivd: SieH & i H) | 39T Tad Iugad

synonym % Bitter|
A) Meagre
Prodigious means remarkably or impressively great in extent, size, or degree. Its antonym is
Meagre (very small or inadequate in amount).
e Phenomenal — means extraordinary; this is a synonym, not an antonym.
* Enormous — means very large; also a synonym.
e Monumental — means great in importance; also similar in meaning.
31 Prodigious BT 31 § SMATYRUI &Y Y I51/fIRMe | 39T fAAH (antonym) & Meagre —
et a1 § sga HH/smaE|
C) Epigram
The correct spelling is Epigram — a short, witty, and often paradoxical saying or remark.
312 U AR, ITHD mﬁﬁ%ﬂlﬂﬁr$?—ﬂa§ﬁmﬂ€f spelling % Epigram|
B) Accolade
The correct spelling is Accolade — meaning an award or privilege granted as a special honour,
or an expression of praise.
C) Syzgy
The misspelt word is Syzgy. The correct spelling is Syzygy — meaning the alignment of three or
more celestial bodies in a straight line.
e Plenipotentiary — correctly spelled; means a person with full authority to act on behalf
of a government.
e Utilitarianism — correctly spelled; the ethical doctrine that the greatest good for the
greatest number should guide actions.
e Naturalism — correctly spelled; a style of art or literature that depicts reality.
T d spelling dTcdl Rleq % Syzgy — 3143% ol spelling Syzygy %I
C) "The mentor said that if he were me, he would not trust such vague promises."
rules:
1. "said" is used (no indirect object), so it remains "said that."
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12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

2. The hypothetical conditional "If | were you" remains "if he were me" — subjunctive mood
does not change in indirect speech.
3. "would not" remains "would not" (no backshift needed for hypothetical conditionals).
4. "such vague promises" is retained correctly.
A — uses contraction "wouldn't" which is acceptable but less formal; the structure is essentially
the same but less precise.
B— changes "if he were me" to "if he had been me" (wrong; changes the hypothetical to past
perfect).
D— changes word order and omits "that"; incorrect.
31’21:: Direct speech = Indirect: "The mentor said that if he were me, he would not trust such
vague promises."
B) Iconoclast — a person who attacks or criticises cherished beliefs or institutions; one who
guestions or rejects generally accepted opinions.
e Heretic — refers specifically to someone whose religious beliefs differ from official
doctrine; more narrow in scope.
e Dissenter — means someone who disagrees with an established institution or opinion;
less specific about "generally accepted beliefs."
Apostate — means a person who renounces a religious bellef too specific to religion.

31ef: Gﬁoqlcm qHG: Wigd Adl a1 fayT R U8 33T 8, ST R o, TR 2

Iconoclast |
B) Cliffhanger — a story or situation that is full of suspense, or whose conclusion is uncertain;
deliberately left open-ended or unresolved by the writer.
e Denouement — refers to the final part of a story where everything is resolved; the
opposite of what is described.
e Pastiche — a work that imitates the style of another artist or period; unrelated to open-
ended narratives.
e Pathetic Fallacy — the attribution of human emotions to nature; unrelated to narrative
resolution.
31f: TIE BI3 A THGHHR B! Bl YA Bl §, dl S (074 Th-J[eG §
Cliffhangerl
B) Very common
The idiom "A dime a dozen" means something that is very common, easily available, and not
particularly special or valuable.
Example: "Good writers are a dime a dozen these days."
D) No error
D) "requests it again."
The sentence uses reported speech ("She claimed that she..."). According to the rule of
sequence of tenses in indirect speech, the verb in the subordinate clause must be backshifted.
Since the reporting verb "claimed" is in simple past, "requests" (present tense) must be
changed to "had requested" (past perfect) or "requested" (simple past).
Correct: "She claimed that she had already submitted the report before her supervisor had
requested it again."
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17.

18.

19.

20.

31 @% part (4) ﬁ% — "requests" present tense %, NI reported speech & g (sequence
of tenses) & SR Yg "requested/had requested" 6;|:|I E|TI=6"'§J'I

A) "would submit".

The sentence uses indirect speech with a past reporting verb "said." In reported speech, a
future intention ("will submit") becomes "would submit" (future-in-the-past). The second
clause "but he never did" confirms the action was planned but not completed — consistent
with "would submit."

A) "than".

The correlative conjunction pair for this structure is "No sooner...than". This is a fixed
grammatical expression used for two events where one happens immediately after the other.
Correct sentence: "No sooner had she entered the room than the lights went off."

D) "The finance ministry will have finalized the budget proposals before the end of the fiscal
year."

Passive: "The budget proposals will have been finalized by the finance ministry..." (Future
Perfect Passive)

Active: Subject (The finance ministry) + Future Perfect (will have finalized) + Object (the budget
proposals).

A— "has finalized" is Present Perfect; incorrect tense.

B— "will be finalizing" is Future Continuous; incorrect.

C— "finalizes" is Simple Present; incorrect.

31 Future Perfect Passive = Active: "The finance ministry will have finalized the budget
proposals before the end of the fiscal year."

A) Q-S-P-R

Sentence Q, ﬁwﬁgﬁ'&nﬁﬁ I Hifds T8 s1 1 =ifvd "ﬁ?jc_d PIECRER (leadership
change) WWW%I a_s'ﬁ'cﬁ_cfa'ﬁ@factual ground WW%%@HW 3d

"executive chairman" &1 YfHeT AU |

Sentence S, Sentence Qa'TEI'I_Q' &maﬂﬂﬁw—s "Why" ﬁmmél gg AU CEO, leﬁaﬁ, :A|
Uge 3R 391 TR UfINT (internal reputation) BT 3h HH FTASl-ich MBI A SISl
21 U8 3P Afkicd B! GHSH & ol TP big test B

Sentence P, Sentence S a'TEI'I_Q' &maﬂ%a‘s’w "reputation” %Wmﬁw
(elaboration) W%I g specific detail %T%ﬁ?m%f 2001 ﬁwmﬂgﬁ UrSac ITS\}IIS'-N &
U H 30T R B4 I fohaT T

Sentence R, Sentence P %aﬁ{ &maﬁ%wﬁuﬁ%mﬁw conclusion (ﬁ'@?@f) a_clT%I
I HIAR B YT T & §1G, R P [GHN Bl fe@aTdl §—hd d ST 3R fasH o
ot g S HiET & e 9, S W s6 A ST |

e Sentence Q comes at the beginning because it identifies the immediate consequence of
the leadership change mentioned in S1. It provides the essential factual ground by
defining Cook’s new role as executive chairman within the $4 trillion firm.

e Sentence S follows Sentence Q because it introduces the "Why." It contrasts Ternus's
low public profile with his "ironclad" internal reputation, serving as a critical test of why
he was chosen for the role.
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e Sentence P follows Sentence S because it provides an elaboration on Ternus's
background. It adds specific details regarding his humble beginnings at Apple in 2001
on the product design team.

e Sentence R follows Sentence P because it serves as the logical conclusion for the
sequence. After detailing his start, R tracks his trajectory to overseeing nearly all of
Apple’s physical architecture, which leads directly into the final summary in S6.

21. B) [stretch] ?[3)[% Fifh road Ul racecourse & fopat e ﬁ?ﬂé%@ﬁ Efl'-‘TIT 'stretch' gl
\_Sl'I?IT%I Passage g imply WQET%% 20 ﬁaﬁ%ﬁ%m Brown marathon %Wﬁm
3R SRR %@f (final stretch) ﬁug%”a T UT| Segment technical word %’ (eﬂ?f data T
ST | Lap 1 HATE track BT Teh GRT TG I 81l 8, SIS{db marathon TSH TR Hieft
a@\_rl'l?‘ﬁ%l CorridorW%@T%Wﬁm%l

e [stretch] is correct because it is the specific, natural word used for a continuous, straight
section of a road or a racecourse. The passage implies that at mile 20, Brown was
entering the most physically demanding and crucial physical part of the marathon route.
Segment is too mathematical or technical (like a piece of data or a pie chart). Lap refers
to a full circuit around a circular track, but a marathon is a point-to-point road race.
Corridor refers to an enclosed indoor hallway or a narrow geographical passage.

22.C) trotted] Ua! & a4Ifdh TP HAWS dgd &l 3R I (moderate pace UR) QT AT AN
WTEPR_'H%I Passage Ug imply WW%% Kelley ef@’@'ﬂé)[ insulting Wb I Gﬁ“\’ﬁq’:ﬂm
TEd fhU Brown &I U1 BIST (Y16 YTTId §Y) | Strutted BT HIA 3HHS HR a1 81l &
(W e 781 BT | Galloped BT SEIHTA TIS! B &S & foTU BT 8| Darted T A
A ¥ Igd il & HIHT 81T &, S 'SR ¥ UT3 YUUM' aTd vibe I 9 A161 HRdT|

e [trotted] is correct because it means running at a moderate, relaxed, and easy pace. The
passage implies an insulting arrogance from Johnny Kelley: he didn't sprint past Brown;
he passed him with such relaxed ease (giving him a patronizing pat) that he wasn't even
trying hard. Strutted means walking arrogantly with chest puffed out (no running
involved). Galloped is for horses or running with huge, bounding leaps. Darted implies a
sudden, extremely fast burst of speed, which contradicts the relaxed "pat on the back"
vibe.

23. C) [neck-and-neck battle] w%ﬂﬁ; "neck—and—neck"WWW exact idiom (HgTdXI) %
et Haae g1 Al &1 foepd sRIeRT R (8 J ST FITTHR) Hie Bt cah HRAT g g |
Passage & |mpIyWQ€T%ﬁ5%ﬁWFﬁ$WW YR 3R "I\flt‘:ld;\lw RR= Eﬁ"lé
ﬁwﬁ%mqﬁwm WI Cat-and-mouse game@ |d|om %WWW ﬂ%
CARGK (\ﬂsl Udh Holdd g™ ObJ-IvIN & 1Y AT ¥ WA %) eldl % SRR ﬁw:ﬁfl Tug
of war (WWQ?[) d[ HAAH power struggle aﬂT%\_ﬂETatlT%qT opposite direction ﬁ@ﬂ?ﬂ%l
%Vild goose chase Ud idiom %WWNWW?WWW%% ?-I'ITIT-ITa?IT

I

e [neck-and-neck battle] is correct because "neck-and-neck" is an exact racing idiom for a
competition where two rivals are completely level, fighting fiercely for the lead. The
passage implies a thrilling, desperate race up the hill where neither runner was willing
to give up an inch. Cat-and-mouse game is an idiom for a situation where a stronger
opponent is hunting or toying with a weaker one, not an equal race. Tug of war is an
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idiom for a power struggle where two sides pull in opposite directions, whereas these
runners are going in the same direction. Wild goose chase is an idiom meaning a foolish,
hopeless search for something that doesn't exist.

24. A) [grace] ﬂﬁ%mﬁaﬁém 3T HTHITE! A fpat Wmﬁ"ﬁﬂqéfront page
a’ﬁ‘\fﬁlﬂm% a3y "grace the cover/front page" WGH?‘!T%’I Passage Ug imply WQ@T%
%3_6' unknown ASh] W@%QT% W%Wwwﬁﬁ (celebrated) ATH & T YT |
PIasterWWWW@@WW%ﬂTm% (SR negative tone ff) | Adorn &I
m (decoration) BT 1T & | Emblazon T XAHTA HUS! AT GTd TR logo BUA &

I

e [grace] is correct because it means to bring honor, beauty, or prestige to something (like
a newspaper cover) by being featured on it. The passage implies that from being an
unknown runner, his legendary victory instantly turned his name into a celebrated,
highly respected headline nationwide. Plaster means to cover a surface heavily, but it
has a messy or negative tone (like tabloids plastering rumors). Adorn means to
physically decorate with ornaments. Emblazon is usually used for printing a bold design
or logo on clothing or shields.

25. D) [fateful] H@%aﬂ%mwaﬁéﬁwmwwstom moment)fﬁ?ﬂ%m
TS 892 & e 3fagr 9aa ¢ | Passage T8 imply % 38T § [ 39 T8H W g3 g1
m%mwwmﬂm "Heartbreak Hill" 3@dT f&ar (U8 U destiny e arer ud Yl |
Pivotal T HAA turning point Eﬂ?ﬂ%’ Wgﬂﬁ 'fateful' @Wﬂm G?R’ dramatic feeling
T8 8| Perilous BT HAAE STFQT (dangerous) BIdT & | Ominous BT AAAE HAEY IT SRIGH]
Y gidicl

o [fateful] is correct because it describes a specific moment or event that has far-reaching,
historic, and often dramatic consequences. The passage implies that this wasn't just a
normal part of the road; what happened on this hill changed marathon history forever
and permanently gave the hill its famous name ("Heartbreak Hill"). Pivotal means a
turning point, but lacks the "destiny/historic naming" weight of fateful. Perilous means
extremely dangerous (life-threatening). Ominous means giving a spooky warning that

something bad is about to happen.
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