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Turning point: On the U.S. and India’s independent foreign policy
The U.S. is slicing away at India’s ability to pursue an independent foreign policy

The U.S. has allowed its waiver of sanctions on Iran’s Chabahar port to lapse on Sunday (April 26),
indicating that India is now at a crossroads on how to proceed with the port as a key connectivity

initiative. Barring a belated waiver renewal, New Delhi must choose between accepting sanctions and
abandoning its $620 million investment, or proceeding with the project and risk strict U.S. sanctions.
India’s “start-stop” engagement with Iran on developing a facility at the Shahid Beheshti terminal at
Chabahar goes back decades, and Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee signed an MoU for the project in
2003. However, U.S. pressure on India to postpone plans aimed at stopping Iran’s nuclear programme
led to construction delays. The Manmohan Singh government was unable to make much progress
either, but continued work on the Zaranj-Delaram highway to connect the Iran-Afghanistan border
crossing to Kabul. After the 2015 JCPOA, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government signed a
trilateral agreement with Iran and Afghanistan to advance trade and aid via Chabahar port and a
highway into Afghanistan. Chabahar’s importance grew as ties with Pakistan deteriorated and it
restricted India’s transit access to Afghanistan. However, fate intervened again as U.S. President
Donald Trump walked out of the JCPOA, and began a “maximum pressure” campaign against Iran by
re-implementing all sanctions. While India was forced by the U.S. to give up Iranian oil imports, and
plans for the rail line, the U.S. built a “carve-out” for Chabahar, allowing India to send wheat and
medical supplies to Afghanistan. That carve-out is now at an end, with the Trump administration
giving Delhi until this month to “wind-down” its operations. Since November 2025, India has
withdrawn personnel from Chabahar, prepaid its $120 million investment commitment, and is
considering transferring its stake in the Shahid Beheshti Terminal to an Iranian company, with the
option of returning later.

The West Asia war has complicated the situation, and it is unclear when, if ever, India will be able to
re-engage with Iran or rebuild Chabahar after the conflict. Temporarily dropping the project may
seem pragmatic. However, Chabahar is just one of several India’s independent decisions that the U.S.
has thwarted; there have been diktats to stop buying oil from Iran, Venezuela, and Russia. Mr. Trump
has threatened sanctions on all trade with Iran, and on BRICS grouping members; the U.S.’s seemingly
insatiable demands may also extend to India’s engagement with other countries. Giving in on
Chabahar will not just end India’s connectivity plans with Iran, Central Asia and Afghanistan. It will
damage its claims of sovereign autonomy, and slice away its ability to pursue an independent foreign

policy. \[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Slice away (phrasal verb) - to gradually
reduce or remove the effectiveness or

power of something SR-8X & LT
Pursue (verb) - follow, undertake, conduct,
prosecute, chase HWWT

Waiver (noun) - renunciation, surrender,
abdication, remission, dispensation

ge/31fRcTsreT

Sanction (noun) - penalty, deterrent,
embargo, restriction, punitive measure

gideer
Lapse (verb) - expire, terminate, cease,
conclude, end W?lo“ll

At a crossroads (phrase) - at a point where
a very important decision must be made

RTE TX/HgeaqoT AIS TR

Barring (preposition) - excluding,
excepting, omitting 79T /T BIgHT
Belated (adjective) - tardy, delayed,
overdue, late, delinquent IECICG
Abandon (verb) - desert, forsake,
renounce, relinquish, discard cdTdT
AT/

Decade (noun) - decennium, decennary,
ten-year period, ten, decad glsh

Lead to (phrasal verb) - to result in or
cause something to happen shIUT SoldolT
Trilateral (adjective) - tripartite, three-
sided, ternary, threefold, triple [ERIAIES
Aid (noun) - assistance, relief, succor,

subsidy, support Hglddl/Hcc

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Ties (noun) - bonds, relations, connections,
links, affiliations gaer

Deteriorate (verb) - worsen, decline,
degenerate, decay, retrogress ICCIEGI
Transit (noun) - passage, transport,
conveyance, movement, transfer YT{ITHT
Intervene (verb) - interfere, mediate,
intercede, intrude, arbitrate ma%trm
Walk out (phrasal verb) - to suddenly leave

or stop being part of an agreement dlgY

GERGIBIERG]
Give up (phrasal verb) - to stop doing or

having something; to sacrifice oIS
&olT/chTeTeT

Carve-out (noun) - a specific exception or

exemption within a larger rule or law ICHLT

SC

N
Wind-down (phrasal verb) - to gradually
bring an activity or operation to an end

eN-ENX FHATCT AT
Stake (noun) - share, interest, investment,

involvement, portion TEEAGRY

Complicate (verb) - involve, entangle,
muddle, confound, embroil Sifed Sarer
Pragmatic (adjective) - practical, realistic,
functional, utilitarian, sensible EEI'IT:I%'IW

Thwart (verb) - frustrate, baffle, foil,
obstruct, impede TaHeT FHIAT/IhaAT

Diktat (noun) - decree, edict, mandate,

command, fiat mar/man'g?rgw
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27. Insatiable (adjective) - unquenchable, 29. Autonomy (noun) - the ability or right to
voracious, gluttonous, rapacious, make your own decisions and govern
bottomlessmWHﬁTﬂme yourself EATTcddr

28. Claim (noun) - assertion, contention,

affirmation, pretension, declaration grdr
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

Summary of the Editorial
The U.S. has allowed its sanctions waiver on Iran’s Chabahar port to lapse, creating a major
dilemma for India.
India must now choose between continuing the project and risking sanctions or withdrawing
and losing its investment.
India has invested about $620 million in the strategically important Chabahar port.
The project has been central to India’s connectivity plans with Afghanistan and Central Asia,
bypassing Pakistan.
India’s engagement with Chabahar dates back to a 2003 agreement under Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee.
U.S. pressure over Iran’s nuclear programme has repeatedly delayed the project.
Progress accelerated after the 2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA), with India signing a trilateral pact
with Iran and Afghanistan.
However, renewed U.S. sanctions under Donald Trump disrupted India’s plans again.
India had already been forced to stop importing oil from Iran under U.S. pressure.
Earlier, a limited U.S. exemption allowed India to use Chabahar for humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan.
With the waiver now ended, India is considering transferring its stake temporarily to an Iranian
entity.
The ongoing conflict in West Asia further complicates India’s ability to continue or revive the
project.
The editorial argues that U.S. actions are increasingly constraining India’s independent foreign
policy choices.
Giving up Chabahar would weaken India’s regional connectivity and strategic autonomy.
Continued U.S. pressure on India’s trade with countries like Iran, Russia, and Venezuela signals
a broader erosion of India’s policy independence.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. What is the primary diplomatic dilemma facing the Indian government regarding the
Chabahar port project? [Editorial page]|

A.

C.

D.

Deciding if the financial burden of the port outweighs the potential for regional trade and
future economic growth in Central Asia.

Balancing the pursuit of strategic maritime infrastructure against the threat of restrictive
economic measures from a major global power.

Determining if the current Iranian administration remains a viable partner for long-term
infrastructure projects given the regional wars.

Choosing between the development of the Shahid Beheshti terminal and the completion of
the railway lines through the Afghan border.

2. Inthe context of the passage, which phrase best replaces "at a crossroads" without changing
the grammatical or contextual meaning?

A.

C.

D.

Occupying a position of certainty regarding its future geopolitical strategy and its regional
economic partnerships.

Reaching a critical juncture where a decisive choice must be made between two
significantly different courses of action.

Facing a minor administrative delay that can be easily resolved through standard
diplomatic channels and bilateral talks.

Standing at the pinnacle of international trade success despite the various obstacles
presented by global military conflicts.

3. How has the shifting nature of U.S. foreign policy historically influenced India's involvement
with the Chabahar terminal?

A.

C.

D.

Global shifts in energy requirements led to a pivot away from Iranian oil, making the port a
secondary priority for Indian officials.

The transition from the JCPOA to "maximum pressure" forced India to abandon its highway
projects while maintaining its oil imports.

Fluctuating levels of American diplomatic pressure and sanctions have dictated the pace
and scale of India’s operational engagement.

Permanent American opposition to the BRICS grouping has effectively halted all Indian
investments in the Middle Eastern trade routes.

4. According to the passage, why did the strategic value of Chabahar increase despite the
persistent threat of international sanctions?

A.

C.

D.

The terminal became the only viable alternative for energy imports after the United States
restricted trade with Russia and Venezuela.

Rapid industrialization in Central Asia created an urgent demand for Indian medical
supplies and agricultural goods like wheat.

The trilateral agreement with Iran and Afghanistan guaranteed that India would have
exclusive rights to the Zaranj-Delaram highway.

Hostile relations with a neighboring state blocked traditional land routes, making the port
vital for reaching landlocked territories.

5. What broader implication does the author suggest would result from India's potential
withdrawal from the Chabahar project?
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A. It would lead to a collapse of the BRICS alliance and India's standing among emerging
economic superpowers.
B. It would signify a surrender of independent decision-making and a submission to external
mandates regarding global partnerships.
C. It would result in the seizure of the Shahid Beheshti terminal by Iranian entities, causing a
massive financial loss.
D. It would force India to rely on Russian energy corridors, thereby increasing its vulnerability
to future European sanctions.
6. Direction: The sentences given below are in a jumbled order. Arrange them (1, 2, 3, 4) in the
most logical order to form a coherent paragraph.
A. This business has since evolved into Anta, a sportswear powerhouse that owns
international brands like Arc'teryx and recently acquired a stake in Puma.
B. Inthe late 1980s, Ding Shizhong, a determined high school dropout, moved to Beijing to
sell 600 pairs of shoes made in a relative's factory.
C. With over 10,000 shops in China and high-profile sponsorships, the company now aims to
compete globally with giants like Nike and Adidas.
D. The earnings from this initial venture funded his first workshop, where he transitioned
from a small-scale entrepreneur to a footwear manufacturer.
2-1-4-3
2-4-1-3
1-2-4-3
. 2-4-3-1
7. Which of the following idioms given in the alternatives has the meaning?
A new and unfamiliar situation that a person or organization has no experience with,
potentially involving unknown or dangerous aspects.
A. Back waters
B. Uncharted waters
C. Plow water
D. Charted waters
8. Which of the following idioms given in the alternatives has the meaning?
A disproportionate reaction of anger, concern, or displeasure over some minor or trivial
matter.
A. Atempestin ateapot
B. Aportinastorm
C. Kick up afuss
D. Godown astorm

o0 wp

9. From the alternatives given below, select the correct meaning of the idiom.
Think on one’s feet.
A. To try or start something
B. To become comfortable with a particular situation
C. To be able to think clearly in times of stress, especially when forming a solution to a
pressing problem
D. To gain confidence in a new job
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Choose the correctly spelt word from the given options.

A. Congrigation

B. Congregation

C. Congragation

D. Congreagation

Choose the word that is the most appropriate synonym of the word "melancholy".
A. Cheerful

B. Sad

C. Excited

D. Angry

What is the synonym of "foe"?

A. Ally

B. Friend

C. Enemy

D. Guest

There are four underlined words in the sentence given below. One of them is misspelt.
Choose the option with the misspelt word.

The president emphasised the need for reconciliation, mutual trust, and concensus on
constitutional reforms.

A. emphasised

B. reconciliation

C. concensus

D. constitutional

Choose the misspelt word from the given options.

A. Disastrous

B. Pungent

C. Benign

D. Restuarant

Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to “antique”.
A. Vintage

B. Modern

C. Classic

D. Ancient

Choose the word that is the antonym of Forever.

A. Eternally

B. Temporarily

C. Always

D. Perpetually

Choose the correct word to complete the sentence.

The teacher advised him to his mistakes instead of hiding them.
A. admit

B. admet

C. omit

D. admin
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18. Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
A person who lives alone.
A. Monk
B. Saint
C. Recluse
D. Bachelor
19. Select the correct alternative to fill in the blank with the correct preposition in the following
sentence.
Shantanu succeeded his father's throne.
A. by
B. about
C. to
D. in
20. Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
The killing of one's son or daughter.

A. Filicide

B. Fratricide
C. Matricide
D. Parricide

Comprehension
The vast Pacific Ocean and the islands dotted within it produce more than half of the world's
tuna. Among the islands are 33 scattered across the centre that (1) the country of
Kiribati. Here more than 70% of government revenues (2) from selling tuna fishing
licenses to foreign fleets - the highest proportion of any nation. Kiribati has a tiny land mass.
When all the islands are combined it is about the size of New York City. However, it has a huge
(3) of territorial waters, otherwise known as its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
Totalling more than 3.4 million sq km, the EEZ is spread across three separate parts,
surrounding the country's three groups of islands - Gilbert, Phoenix and Line. Collectively, this
area is bigger than India and offers (4) to an ocean (5) with marine life,
including skipjack, yellowfin and bigeye tuna.

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank No. 1.

A. exclude
B. encompass
C. surpass
D. neglect
22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank No. 2.
A. come
B. dwindle

C. evaporate
D. fluctuate
23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank No. 3.

A. swathe
B. fragment
C. speck
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D. margin

24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank No. 4.
A. denial
B. access
C. barrier
D. approach

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank No. 5.
A. vacant

abundant

scarce

meager

oo w
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Answers
1. B 2.B 3.C 4.D 5B 6.B 7.8 8A 9.C 10.B 11.B 12.C
13.C 14.D 15B 16.B 17.A 18.C 19.C 20.A 21B 22.A 23.A 248B
25.B [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. B) Balancing the pursuit of strategic maritime infrastructure against the threat of restrictive
economic measures from a major global power.
Option B: Claims the dilemma is infrastructure goals vs. foreign sanctions. / Passage: Confirms
India must choose between the $620M project and U.S. pressure. (Correct)
Option A: Claims the dilemma is a cost-benefit financial analysis. / Passage: Says the dilemma
is a choice between project investment and U.S. sanctions. (Incorrect)
Option C: Claims the dilemma is Iran’s reliability as a partner during war. / Passage: Focuses on
the U.S. "maximum pressure" campaign as the primary obstacle. (Incorrect)
Option D: Claims the dilemma is choosing between the port and the railway. / Passage: Notes
the railway was already dropped; the port is the current "crossroads." (Incorrect)

2. B) Reaching a critical juncture where a decisive choice must be made between two
significantly different courses of action.
Option B: Describes a critical turning point requiring a big decision. / Passage: Matches the
context of India needing to choose between sanctions or abandonment. (Correct)

3. C) Fluctuating levels of American diplomatic pressure and sanctions have dictated the pace
and scale of India’s operational engagement.
Option C: Claims U.S. pressure levels controlled the project's speed. / Passage: Details a "start-
stop" history synced with U.S. nuclear deals and sanctions. (Correct)
Option A: Claims energy trends made the port less important. / Passage: States the importance
grew as land access through Pakistan was restricted. (Incorrect)
Option B: Claims India kept oil imports but left the highway. / Passage: States India was forced
to give up oil imports but continued the highway work. (Incorrect)
Option D: Claims anti-BRICS policy stopped all Middle East trade. / Passage: Mentions BRICS as
a recent target, not the historical cause for the port's delays. (Incorrect)

4. D) Hostile relations with a neighboring state blocked traditional land routes, making the
port vital for reaching landlocked territories.
Option D: Claims a neighbor (Pakistan) blocked land access to Afghanistan. / Passage: Explicitly
links the port's value to Pakistan's transit restrictions. (Correct)
Option A: Claims the port replaced Russian and Venezuelan oil. / Passage: Says U.S. "diktats"
stopped oil from all three, making them separate problems. (Incorrect)
Option C: Claims the agreement gave India "exclusive rights." / Passage: Mentions the
agreement was to "advance trade and aid," not provide legal exclusivity. (Incorrect)
Option B: Claims industrial growth created the need for wheat/medicine. / Passage: Mentions
these items were only permitted because of a U.S. "carve-out." (Incorrect)

5. B) It would signify a surrender of independent decision-making and a submission to external
mandates regarding global partnerships.
Option B: Claims it shows a loss of independent foreign policy. / Passage: Argues that giving in
would "slice away" India's ability to act independently. (Correct)
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10.

11.

Option A: Claims it would cause the collapse of BRICS. / Passage: Suggests it only "damages"
India's specific claims of autonomy. (Incorrect)

Option C: Claims the terminal would be seized. / Passage: Mentions a transfer of stake is being
considered with an "option of returning." (Incorrect)

Option D: Claims it forces reliance on Russia. / Passage: Mentions Russia as another country
the U.S. wants India to stop trading with. (Incorrect)

B) 2-4-1-3

Sentence 2, IRTUTH &1 BT H ST Hiifh T8 T BT &1 ST 3R T UH (Ding
Shizhong) ®! TGA &Xdl ¢ | I8 RUIC &1 U factual ground UG HRdl & b B4l 1980
a1 T 600 Se! S[dl o 1Y Ig TR = gl

Sentence 4, Sentence 2 %Eﬂ_c{ GﬂT'ITTRnﬁ'TZI_S’ "Why" 1?I“-?TWT‘IT%I a—sﬁ@ﬁamﬁa%rw
Sl T B8 HHTS o SIS o1 U 5, Fora f&7 7 3rut ugelt gy Wielt | I8 Uh
It (entrepreneur) & F0 H I fabr &1 big test%l

Sentence 1, Sentence 4 %aTE{ WW%WWW%@W (elaboration) Cal
Q@W%I g specific detail W%%ﬁﬂ?@ﬁ?ﬁsﬁé 'Anta’ W@Ma‘—ﬁ, ISR
Arc'teryx 3?[? Puma é@ Wﬁ@ﬁ%@aﬂml

Sentence 3, Sentence 1 %aTE{ WWH—G’@W@W conclusion (ﬁmﬂf) P 31;1?
o ST § | U1 &1 a1 dTehd (10,000 GobT) STz, T8 f&7T & AfY T8 (Nike 3R
Adidas T THTEaT) & 1Y §T1d B GH BT ¢ |

Sentence 2 comes at the beginning because it identifies the origin of the story and the main
character, Ding Shizhong. It provides the essential factual ground by establishing the starting
point of the business in the late 1980s with 600 pairs of shoes.

Sentence 4 follows Sentence 2 because it introduces the "Why" or the immediate progression.
It explains how the earnings from the initial shoe sales funded his first workshop, serving as a
critical test of his transition from a salesman to a manufacturer.

Sentence 1 follows Sentence 4 because it provides an elaboration on the growth of that
workshop. It adds specific details regarding the evolution of the brand 'Anta’ and its acquisition
of global names like Arc'teryx and Puma.

Sentence 3 follows Sentence 1 because it serves as the logical conclusion. After detailing the
growth, it wraps up the narrative by highlighting Anta’s current market dominance and its
ultimate goal to challenge global giants like Nike and Adidas.

B) Uncharted waters (idiom) — A new and unfamiliar situation with unknown or risky aspects
ST fRUfa

A) A tempest in a teapot (idiom) — A disproportionate reaction over a trivial matter @EPIEHH
R IGT gTHT

C) Think on one’s feet (idiom) — To think clearly and respond quickly in a difficult or stressful
situation ﬂ?_d @TW@W

B) The correct spelling of ‘Congrigation / Congragation / Congreagation’ is ‘Congregation’,
which means “a group of people gathered together, especially for religious purposes” dHI,
GIHI]|

B) Melancholy (adjective/noun) — Sad, gloomy, sorrowful, depressed, despondent 3al¥ /
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Synonym: Sad (adjective) — Unhappy, sorrowful, gloomy, depressed, downcast &l
e Cheerful (adjective) — Happy, joyful, lively U89
e Excited (adjective) — Enthusiastic, thrilled, eager WT%H
¢ Angry (adjective) — Mad, furious, irritated I
C) Foe (noun) — Enemy, opponent, adversary, rival, antagonist 3
Synonym: Enemy (noun) — Foe, opponent, rival, adversary, antagonist gRH-
e Ally (noun) — Friend, supporter, partner
e Friend (noun) — Companion, ally, well-wisher fim

e Guest (noun) — Visitor, invitee, attendee 3ffafy
C) The correct spelling of ‘concensus’ is ‘consensus’, which means “general agreement among
a group” gdgmfa, 3 ggAfd|
D) The correct spelling of ‘Restuarant’ is ‘Restaurant’, which means “a place where meals are
prepared and served” 'J-I\I\ﬂ"IIC'M,\Nin |
B) Antique (adjective/noun) — Old, ancient, vintage, aged, historical UIEIEH ARG
Antonym: Modern (adjective) — New, contemporary, current, recent, up-to-date &ﬂw

e Vintage (adjective) — Old, classic, antique YRI-l

e Classic (adjective) — Timeless, traditional, antique FATRIS /ORIl

¢ Ancient (adjective) — Very old, antique, archaic
B) Forever (adverb) — Always, eternally, perpetually, endlesslym/w
Antonym: Temporarily (adverb) — For a short time, briefly, momentarily, not permanently
R =T I

e Eternally (adverb) — Forever, always, endlessly dal

¢ Always (adverb) — Forever, constantly, continually B'EI'EEIT

¢ Perpetually (adverb) — Forever, continuously, endlessly R

A) Admit' memsentence@ 3‘[&%@‘7&[&@%{3@ 3T} AT bl WIBR

Waﬁma"t :T%B%W?ﬁoﬂ 23I€=f"admit his mistakes" Wﬂﬁ @TW‘%’H

%;Tression g, forgent 31 BraT & 31Ot TTaclt /19 QT | O, "admit" Tl SUgad fadhed
|

‘Admit' should be used because the sentence suggests that the teacher advised him to
accept his mistakes rather than conceal them. The phrase "admit his mistakes" is
correct and commonly used, meaning to acknowledge one's errors. Thus, "admit"
would be the most appropriate choice.
C) Recluse (noun) — A person who lives alone and avoids society Wmﬁn/uwwﬁ

¢ Monk (noun) — A man devoted to religious life !

e Saint (noun) — A very holy person Id

e Bachelor (noun) — An unmarried man &mﬂw
C) To' Wuthﬂsﬁma@% "succeed to" Wﬂﬁf 3R vaferd phrase %, gt o S\Idl %W
Uq, wﬁrmﬁ%m?ﬁﬁwﬁ It hRAT| qusentenceﬁShantanu WW%@I@W

ﬁWW?@T%, sﬂﬁ‘lﬁ "succeeded to his father's throne" ﬂﬁ%ﬁ"'ﬂl

e ‘To'should be used because "succeed to" is the correct and commonly used phrase,
meaning to inherit a position, property, or throne. Here, the sentence indicates that
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Shantanu inherited his father's throne. Thus, "to" would be the most appropriate
choice.
20. A) Filicide (noun) — The killing of one's son or daughterﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁm
e Fratricide (noun) — The killing of one’s brother HIJadl
e Matricide (noun) — The killing of one’s mother HIJed
e Parricide (noun) — The killing of one’s parent (father or mother) II'I?IT—ﬁI?ITﬁB?\’JT
21.B) [encompass] I8! & Fifdh 3BT Ades TR ST T IRY 3R A TRAT ST 21 33 21U
T 1Y fiaes fHRardt T2 o1 S0 1 Exclude &1 AT S8R AT 81T 8 | Surpass &7
Aaad fodl d 3l Red ST 81dT 8 | Neglect BT HAAE 3@l HRATgIAT & |

e [encompass] is correct because it means to surround, enclose, or collectively make
up/constitute a whole. The 33 scattered islands collectively form the country. Exclude
means to keep out. Surpass means to exceed or be greater than someone else.
Neglect means to fail to care for properly.

22. A) [come] Tg! § Fiifh STHT THeT T AATS g "3MT (HHTS BT 3MTT) | "Revenues come
from..." WWWW natural W%%Wﬁﬁ GHQ_E!T%I Dwindle &1 Hadd HR-¢R
& 11 a1 RIGST B | Fluctuate HT AAAS SUR--d BT (3R B § | Evaporate &1
AAs Q1 ARG TMTGE B ST 8 | fcb TXDBR U 70% BHTS T § B I@! 6, Al ThAM Al
SRR Tt Teg Tg! [Sepd TAd & |

e [come] is correct because it simply and naturally indicates the origin or source of the
money. The phrase "revenues come from" is the most direct way to state how the
government earns its income. Dwindle means to slowly decrease or shrink in size or
amount. Fluctuate means to shift back and forth unpredictably. Evaporate means to
fade away or disappear completely. Since the government is actively earning 70% of its
money this way, a word implying loss, instability, or disappearance is entirely
incorrect.

23. A) [swathe] T8I § Fifds SHHT HIAS STHIF T YT 6T T dgd 93T 3R A1ST fFRT (massive
area) fﬂ?ﬂ% (a@ﬁﬁ 3.4 million sq km aﬁaﬂ?f%)l Fragment (@ﬁa GP3I), Speck (@ETGT
ﬁg/a’PT), 3R Margin (ﬁv_"I'RT) -a?ﬂ:ﬁ@aﬁﬁmiﬂﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ% \‘ﬁ%sﬁ 'huge' (ﬁ?ﬂ?‘f)
Tiel o [Tt e ATy T |

e [swathe] is correct because it refers to a broad, massive strip or area of land/water,
which perfectly aligns with the "huge" 3.4 million sq km measurement mentioned right
after. Fragment (a small broken piece), speck (a tiny spot), and margin (a narrow
edge/border) are all distractors that imply something very small, directly contradicting
the word "huge" in the sentence.

24. B) [access] w%mwww\m@mwm (resource) qu?lef AR I
WWW IEAR (right) Eﬂ?ﬂ%l W%ﬂaﬁ LG oDy HGTlefaqT L‘IGbS_'--\I FT access Ad
2 | Denial BT HAAd H-Ta1 81dT & | Barrier T HAAd SHTAC BIdT g | Approach T A foa!
& U ST 81T §, A I8 SWATA B Bl 'HdR' T8l STl
e [access] is correct because it refers to the legal or physical right to enter, approach,
and utilize a resource (in this case, foreign fleets paying for the right to fish in the EEZ).
Denial is a refusal. Barrier is an obstacle preventing entry. Approach means moving
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nearer to something, but it does not inherently give you the legal or physical right to
use it like "access" does.

25. B) [abundant] 8! § Fifdh IHHBI AAAS TR AET H' T '9gd 3% BIdT & | THER HSTerd
(tuna) q WE\’HT%I Vacant (@T?ﬂ), Scarce (Q’Ffﬂ/ﬁ), 3R Meager (dgd %ﬁST) - fr?ﬂ—rﬁeﬁ
HH DI SR €, 511 TBT [Segpd TTed ¢ FiTeh UGSl ol X8 & o T8l g Bt el g1 Asait
EIEEIGIE]

e [abundant] is correct because it means existing in very large, plentiful quantities,
matching the description of an ocean full of various types of tuna. Vacant (empty),
scarce (rare/insufficient), and meager (lacking in quantity) all imply a lack or
emptiness, which completely contradicts the context of producing "more than half of

the world's tuna."
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