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Compounding gains: On the India-New Zealand FTA
The New Zealand Free Trade Agreement builds on seven recent FTAs

The India-New Zealand Free Trade agreement (FTA) signed on Monday might look underwhelming
when viewed in isolation, but is nevertheless significant when looking at what has been happening
over the last five to six years. This impression is because New Zealand’s economy is one-sixteenth the
size of India’s, and makes up less than 1% of India’s total trade. Yet, this view ignores the fact that the
FTA comes soon after the signing of, or closure of negotiations on, seven other trade agreements in
the past three and a half years or so. It also ignores the larger policy goals that India is trying to
achieve through such deals. The COVID-19 pandemic and the U.S. tariff frictions have shown India
that it needs to diversify supply chains on the import and export sides. Weaning off imports from
China is a tough task. Yet, any chipping away of the 16% of India’s imports that China accounts for
would be welcome. Importantly, the strategic need to diversify export destinations, especially while
the mercurial Donald Trump is in_charge of India’s largest export market, is clear and urgent. The
trade deals with Mauritius, the UAE, Australia, the EFTA nations, the U.K., the EU, Oman, and now
New Zealand all provide Indian exporters opportunities that they should take advantage of. Finally,

dismissing this FTA on the basis of its size would be unfair to India’s negotiators who have done well
to use India’s comparative advantage to push through key victories.

The first key strength of the FTA for India, and unprecedented, is that New Zealand will remove all
goods tariffs immediately on execution of the agreement. The second strength is that India managed
to avoid providing any concessions on any of its sensitive sectors. Key among these exclusions is
dairy, something New Zealand had been especially keen to include. The third positive is New
Zealand’s commitment to facilitate investments in India worth $20 billion over 15 years. This is similar
to the provisions in the EFTA trade pact, wherein the four EFTA countries committed to facilitate $100
billion of investments in India over 15 years. To be sure, these are commitments to facilitate and not
commitments to invest, but getting them included in the text of the deal is nevertheless significant.
To help this along, India will create a dedicated desk to address any issues New Zealander investors
might face. Such a targeted approach to foreign investment is necessary if India wants to achieve the
multiple goals of weaning off China, increasing and diversifying exports, creating jobs, bolstering the
capital account, and generally increasing incomes. The other long-standing need of helping domestic

manufacturers scale up remains a sticky problem. |[Practice Exercise]l
( Address (verb) — Tackle, deal with, attend to, handle, confront, SHTT hIaAT \

e Friction (noun) — Hostility, conflict, tension, discord, strife Tehild

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

Compound (verb) - accumulate, augment,
intensify, magnify, amass I &leTl
Build on (phrasal verb) - to use something

as a base for further development UY

3R 8leT

Underwhelming (adjective) - uninspiring,
mediocre, disappointing, lackluster, flat

3raTeT

In isolation (phrase) - separately,
individually 37eTaT &

Nevertheless (adverb) - nonetheless,
notwithstanding, however e oft

Significant (adjective) - substantial,
meaningful, considerable, momentous,

noteworthy Fl'é'c_crq;Uﬁ'

Look at (phrasal verb) - to examine or
consider a situation carefully TaR &LaT
Impression (noun) - perception, notion,
belief, feeling, opinion &ITXOTT

Economy (noun) - the system by which a
country produces, distributes, and uses
goods and services g

Make up (phrasal verb) - to form or

constitute something f%?-_HT?I?IT
View (noun) - perspective, outlook,
standpoint, opinion, stance HECI
Negotiation (noun) - the process of

discussing something to reach an
agreement between two or more parties

AT

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Diversify (verb) - vary, branch out,
expand, modify, transform fafaerar amar
Wean off (phrasal verb) - to gradually stop
someone from using something -y

3TeldT el

Chip away (phrasal verb) - to gradually
make something weaker or less effective

- 1T
Account for (phrasal verb) - to form a

particular amount or part of something @l

0T glell

Importantly (adverb) - significantly,
crucially, essentially, fundamentally,

primarily Wﬁmﬁ

Mercurial (adjective) - volatile, capricious,
temperamental, fickle, erratic KX ie=ry

In charge of (phrase) - responsible for,

supervising, overseeing, managing bl

THRY

Take advantage of (phrase) - to make
good use of an opportunity T &ITH 3STAT
Dismiss (verb) - reject, disregard, ignore,
repudiate, spurn WISl AT

Push through (phrasal verb) - to get a plan
officially accepted despite opposition IR

Al o STds]G ITH el
Key (adjective) - fundamental, essential,

pivotal, critical, main ﬂ@
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Unprecedented (adjective) - unparalleled,
unmatched, record-breaking, singular,

novel 3{34@'5@

Goods tariffs (noun) - taxes on imported
and exported items 31-_%[347“3-11?11?[
Uoh

S

Execution (noun) - implementation,
performance, enactment, discharge,

fulfillment TATeaTT

Concession (noun) - compromise,
allowance, surrender, grant, yield g
Exclusion (noun) - omission, elimination,

rejection, exception, debarment QE (CIGES
I

Keen (adjective) - eager, anxious,
enthusiastic, impatient, dying W?IF—II

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Facilitate (verb) - expedite, assist,
promote, simplify, ease Q?WTEIFIF-IT
Pact (noun) - treaty, accord, agreement,

protocol, covenant '\FFFEﬁHT

To be sure (phrase) - used to admit that
something is true ATRTT TT
Bolster (verb) - strengthen, reinforce,
fortify, support, underpin Halgd Sh{edT

Capital account (noun) - records of all
transactions between residents and the

rest of the world q‘;\_-rﬁ'ETFIT

Long-standing (adjective) - enduring,
persistent, age-old, chronic, established

oI HHI Y =T 30T T&T

Scale up (phrasal verb) - to increase the
size or importance of something SGI«IT
Sticky (adjective) - difficult, awkward,
tricky, problematic, thorny FidaT
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v e

X N

12.

13.
14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The India—New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) may appear small in isolation but is
important in a broader context.
New Zealand’s economy is much smaller than India’s and contributes less than 1% to India’s
total trade.
However, the FTA gains significance as it is part of a series of seven recent trade agreements
signed by India.
These agreements reflect India’s evolving long-term trade and economic strategy.
The COVID-19 pandemic and U.S. tariff tensions highlighted the risks of overdependence on
limited trade partners.
India aims to diversify both its import sources and export markets.
Reducing dependence on China, which accounts for about 16% of India’s imports, is a key goal.
Expanding export destinations is also crucial, especially given uncertainties in the U.S. market.
Recent FTAs with countries like Mauritius, UAE, Australia, the UK, EU, Oman, and others
support this diversification strategy.

. Indian exporters are expected to benefit from these new trade opportunities.
11.

The FTA ensures that New Zealand will eliminate all tariffs on goods immediately after
implementation.

India successfully protected its sensitive sectors and did not offer concessions, especially in
dairy.

New Zealand has committed to facilitating $20 billion in investments in India over 15 years.
India will establish a dedicated mechanism to support and resolve issues for New Zealand
investors.

Despite these gains, scaling up domestic manufacturing remains a key challenge for India’s
long-term economic growth.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 2



about:blank

\VEVAiplopIsl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. What can be inferred about the strategic importance of the India-New Zealand FTA despite
the relatively small size of New Zealand’s economy? |[Editorial page]l
a. It serves as a tactical component of India's broader objective to reduce its 16% import
dependency on China.
b. It acts as a safeguard to diversify export destinations amid unpredictable trade relations
with India’s largest export market.
c. The dealis a achievement that marks the first time India has engaged in trade negotiations
since the COVID-19 pandemic.
Onlyaandb
Onlyaandc
Onlybandc
. Alla,bandc
2. Which of the following can be the potential practical hindrances in realizing the full benefits
of the investment facilitation mentioned in the passage?
Use your own understanding.
A. The distinction between a commitment to facilitate and a guaranteed investment may lead
to lower actual capital inflow than projected.
B. Bureaucratic red tape within India might hinder the effectiveness of the dedicated desk
intended to assist New Zealander investors.
C. New Zealand’s small economic scale might limit the number of private entities capable of
fulfilling large-scale investment goals.
D. Alla,bandc
3. Such atargeted approach to foreign investment is necessary if India wants to achieve

oN®»

the goal of bolstering the capital account and increasing general incomes

a.
b. the objective of helping domestic manufacturers overcome the sticky problem of scaling up
c. the diversification of exports and the creation of domestic employment
A. Onlyaandb
B. Onlyaandc
C. Onlybandc
D. Alla,bandc
4. The author’s tone in the passage regarding the India-New Zealand FTA can best be described
as—

A. Dismissive and cynical
B. Objective yet appreciative
C. critical
D. speculative
5. Inthe clause: "...dismissing this FTA on the basis of its size," what grammatical structure is
"dismissing" a part of?
A. A gerund phrase acting as the subject
B. A passive voice construction
C. Arelative clause
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6.

7.

8.

10.

11.

D. Afinite verb in the present continuous tense

Select the most appropriate MEANING of the noun “Spurt.”

A. To detect a hidden and large variation in research

B. To divert a formal and clear protocol in politics

C. To design a modern and sleek interface in software

D. To denote a sudden and brief increment in activity

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word “Eliminate.”

A. Establish

B. Enunciate

C. Embellish

D. Elucidate

Fill in the blank with the most appropriate verb:

The witness under cross-examination, revealing inconsistencies in the testimony.
A. collapsed

B. admitted

C. faltered

D. insisted

What is the correct meaning of the idiom “Jump on the bandwagon”?

A. Oppose a trend

B. Join a popular trend

C. lgnore others

D. Start something new

Direction: The sentences given below are in a jumbled order. S1 and S6 are fixed. Arrange
the others (P, Q, R, S) in the most logical order to form a coherent paragraph.

S1: Over 27 lakh West Bengal voters found themselves unable to participate in Wednesday's
polls after their names were deleted due to "logical discrepancies."

P: This bottleneck exists despite the appointment of 19 Appellate Tribunals, which have
cleared fewer than 2,000 of the 34 lakh-odd pending appeals.

Q: The crisis is deepened by the EC’s centralised portal, ECINET, which notably lacks a feature
for users to upload any supporting documentation.

R: Consequently, a shadow of uncertainty lengthens over the deleted voters, as it remains
unclear if these tribunals are even permitted to accept fresh records.

S: Furthermore, significant procedural questions have arisen regarding whether appellants can
submit identity proof beyond the 13 documents originally identified by the EC.

$6: With the polling day now concluded, these disenfranchised citizens remain in a state of
limbo regarding their future electoral eligibility.

A. Q-P-S-R

B. P-S-Q-R

C. P-Q-S-R

D. S-P-Q-R

Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence:

This aspects will be tested while dealing with the emerging scenario in our western
neighbourhood.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

This aspects will be testing while dealing

This aspects will be tester while dealing

This aspects would be tested while dealing

. These aspects will be tested while dealing

Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.

The art of motion-picture photography.

A. Calligraphy

B. Cinematography

C. Lithography

D. Photography

Identify the correct spelling of the misspelled word.

A. convincing

B. convincable

C. convinciable

D. convinsible

Read the following sentences to find whether there is any error in any part
It is appearing to me (a)/ that you are working against (b)/ your friends. (c) no error (d)
A. ltis appearing to me

B. thatyou are working against

C. vyour friends

D. noerror

Which of the following options is the most suitable conversion of the following sentence into
active voice?

Was the speech delivered by the prime minister at the international summit?
A. Did the prime minister deliver the speech at the international summit?

B. Has the prime minister delivered the speech at the international summit?
C. Isthe prime minister delivering the speech at the international summit?
D. Will the prime minister deliver the speech at the international summit?
Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word "Arbitrary."

A. Methodical

B. Mercurial

C. Mendacious

D. Mellifluous

Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Accountability.”

A. Lassitude

B. Lucidity

C. Liability

D. Lineament

The following sentence has two blanks. Choose the most suitable set of prepositions from
the given options to fill in the blanks and complete the sentence meaningfully:
His fascination _ mythology grew _ exposure to ancient texts.

A. of, by

B. with, through

o0 wp
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C. for, from
D. at, under

19. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence:
"Twenty minutes has been the time | need to get ready for the party."
A. Twenty minutes are the time
B. Twenty minutes is the time
C. Twenty minute is the time
D. Twenty minutes are the time needed

20. Read the following sentences to find whether there is any error in any part :
The victim tried (a)/ to tell us what has happened (b)/ but his words (c)/ were not audible. (d)
A. The victim tried
B. to tell us what has happened
C. but his words
D. were not audible
Comprehension
There's little in this (1) ___ corner in downtown Springfield, Missouri, to suggest that it's where
one of the US's greatest road stories began. There's no grand (2) ___ or notable sign. In fact,
you need to look carefully to spot the modest (3) ___ marking the site of the long-demolished
Colonial Hotel, where, in 1926, a group of highway officials convened in order to name the
brand-new Chicago-to-Los Angeles highway. A century on, the resulting two-digit moniker has
become synonymous with American road culture. To understand why Springfield matters, you
have to go back to the (4) ___ of the US Numbered Highway System in the mid-1920s. Federal
and state officials were trying to replace a confusing patchwork of named auto trails — routes
with grand titles like the Lincoln Highway and the National Old Trails Road — with a
standardised national network. The proposed Chicago-to-LA road, which would run through
Springfield, was important: it would connect the Midwest to the Southwest and California,
linking big cities, farming regions and small-town main streets across the country. Crucially, the
new route would be marked with a number, not a name; part of a broader (5) ___ to make
cross-country driving easier to follow.

21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)?
A. desolate
B. inconspicuous
C. unassuming
D. mundane

22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)?
A. monument
B. shrine
C. landmark
D. memorial

23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)?
A. inscription
B. epitaph
C. engraving
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D. plaque
24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)?
A. advent
B. creation
C. assembly
D. fabrication
25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)?
A. thrust
B. Propulsion
C. surge
D. push
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Answers
1. A 2.D 3B 4B 5A 6D 7.A 8C 9.B 10.B 11.D 12.B
13. A 14A 15A 16.A 17.C 18B 19B 20.B 21.C 22.A 23D 24.B

25.D |[Practice Exercise]l

Explanations

1. A)(Onlyaandb)
Option a (Correct): The passage explicitly mentions that "any chipping away" of China’s 16%
import share is a welcome goal of these deals.
Option b (Correct): The passage states the "strategic need to diversify export destinations" is
urgent due to the "mercurial" leadership of India's largest export market.
Option c (Incorrect): The passage contradicts this by stating India has signed or closed "seven
other trade agreements in the past three and a half years."

2. D) Alla,bandc
Option a (Correct): The passage explicitly warns that these are "commitments to facilitate and
not commitments to invest," meaning there is no legal obligation for the money to actually
arrive.
Option b (Correct): The passage mentions a "dedicated desk to address issues," but the actual
benefit depends on whether India can bypass bureaucratic "red tape" to make that desk
functional.
Option c (Correct): Since the passage states New Zealand is only "one-sixteenth the size of
India," it implies a limited number of companies exist that are large enough to provide such
massive investments.

3. B) Onlyaandc
Option a (Correct): The passage lists "bolstering the capital account" and "increasing incomes"
as specific goals of this targeted approach.
Option b (Incorrect): The question asks what India wants to achieve through the "targeted
approach" (the investment desk). The passage identifies FTA helps with exports and jobs
(Options a and c), it does not solve the problem of domestic manufacturing. The word
"remains" indicates that this specific goal is still unachieved and is not a direct result of the
investment desk mentioned in the passage.
Option c (Correct): The passage explicitly links the targeted investment approach to
"diversifying exports" and "creating jobs."

4. B) Objective yet appreciative
The author remains objective by noting the small size of the trade and the "sticky problems"
that remain, but is appreciative of the "key victories" and "unprecedented" tariff removals
secured by negotiators.
Option (a) (Incorrect): While the author acknowledges the deal might look "underwhelming,"
they spend the rest of the passage defending its significance and praising the negotiators,
which is the opposite of being dismissive.
Option (c) (Incorrect): There is no criticism in the passage; instead, the author argues that
"dismissing this FTA... would be unfair," showing support for the deal.
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10.

Option (d) (Incorrect): The passage is based on factual details of the signed agreement (tariffs,
investment figures, specific exclusions) rather than speculation or guesses.
A) A gerund phrase acting as the subject
In the sentence, "dismissing this FTA on the basis of its size would be unfair," the word
"dismissing" is a gerund (an -ing verb acting as a noun). It acts as the head of the phrase that
serves as the subject of the verb "would be."
Option (b) (Incorrect): Passive voice requires a form of the verb "to be" plus a past participle
(e.g., "was dismissed"). "Dismissing" is in the active form.
Option (c) (Incorrect): A relative clause usually begins with a relative pronoun like "who,"
"which," or "that" (e.g., "...negotiators who have done well").
Option (d) (Incorrect): A finite verb in the present continuous requires an auxiliary verb (e.g.,
"India is dismissing"). Here, "dismissing" stands alone as a noun-like entity, making it non-
finite.
D) Spurt (noun) — Surge, increase, rise, jump, gush. (wramévxﬂ)
A) Eliminate (verb) — To completely remove or get rid of something; to exclude from
consideration. (H H)
Antonym: Establish (verb) — To set up on a firm or permanent basis; to initiate or bring into
existence. (RIT&IH h)
e Enunciate (verb): To say or pronounce clearly; to express a proposition or theory in
clear terms. (WW@[W)
e Embellish (verb): To make something more attractive by the addition of decorative
details or features. (FTEHFIT)
e Elucidate (verb): To make something lucid or clear; to explain or throw light upon a
subject. (YJY DhI)
C) falteredWmmmWﬁmﬁmﬁmmwgﬁﬁm(cmss—
examination) & GRT YT ST STHIT, forgP HRUT TaTe! # ST (inconsistencies)

T &ﬂgl “Collapsed” EUTEEﬁW ‘J-I'I_da_cﬂ% “admitted” Wmﬁ, 3R “insisted” \_rn?
éﬁwr S g1 SUgad Tol o | UMM faltered a9 IR B

‘Faltered’ should be used because the sentence describes the witness wavering during
cross-examination, which exposed inconsistencies in the testimony. “Collapsed”
suggests a total breakdown, “admitted” implies confession, and “insisted” means
asserting strongly — none of which convey the subtle failing or wavering that fits the
context. Thus, faltered is the most appropriate choice.

B) “Jump on the bandwagon” means Join a popular trend BT Tl 3O,

B) P-S-Q-R

Sentence P, awﬁgw&nﬁfr GWQ"'ITWZI_S' s1H GI(‘II‘QYTI_'QC ga= & "R (scale) P

WW%I Yg U factual ground WW%% 34 G UfST m%w

fesger 1 Tifa et e 21

Sentence S, Sentence P & dIG &W@Tﬂﬁ?aﬁ' "Why" WW%I g Had THT D ]

T8I 8, Sfcsh BT 3R UfhaTad TaTd (procedural questions) i TS &R & fob I I

TS AT © | g STaRT 1 WYAT b T8 U big test T
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Sentence Q, Sentence S %Eﬂ_c{ WWWWWWWM

(elaboration) W%I g specific detail W%%WWW (ECINET tﬁ_cfﬂ) 1} gedras

TS HR Bl HIg JlaeT e g

Sentence R, Sentence Q%EH_C{ WW%@WﬁW conclusion (ﬁf@ﬂf) Pl 3R

o I § | I8 A 3R BT TSN B S dR "AHTET & T’ (shadow of

uncertalnty) &1 I1d BT g, S e s6 T fET MY "limbo" (AFYR) ATd HIG ¥ JSaT 5 |
Sentence P comes at the beginning because it identifies the sheer scale of the
administrative failure mentioned in S1. It provides the essential factual ground by
contrasting the 34 lakh pending cases with the meager 2,000 cleared appeals.

e Sentence S follows Sentence P because it introduces the "Why" or the legal complexity.
Beyond the numbers, it raises a critical test regarding the validity of additional identity
documents that were not part of the initial list.

e Sentence Q follows Sentence S because it provides an elaboration on the practical
barriers. It adds specific details about the ECINET portal's failure to allow digital
uploads, making the submission of proof nearly impossible.

e Sentence R follows Sentence Q because it serves as the logical conclusion. It
summarizes the cumulative effect of the administrative and technical failures—a

"shadow of uncertainty" —which leads directly to the finality of S6.
D) ‘These aspects will be tested while dealing’ WW@WW aspects’ plural noun %
gﬂﬁ‘lﬁ ‘this’ & RITT TR ‘these’ SHTUIT YT ‘will be tested’ passive structure ZIETG@T%
These issues will be discussed in the meeting.

e ‘These’ will be used instead of ‘This’ because ‘aspects’ is a plural noun, so a plural
demonstrative is required, and ‘will be tested’ is the correct passive structure in this
context; Like—

These issues will be discussed in the meeting.
B) Cinematography (noun) —The art of motion-picture photography AT BIITH Bl Bl

e Calligraphy (noun) — The art of beautiful handwriting WW

e Lithography (noun) — A method of printing using a flat surface Wﬁ@ﬁﬁ[

¢ Photography (noun) — The art of taking still pictures

A) convincing — The correct spelling is convincing, which means able to persuade or causing
belief.

31 (Hindi): faya-ta, grd

A) 'is appearing' CRIIERH 'appears’ WW"T@WW appear, seem, know, believe,
understand @ﬁ verbs Stative Verbs % ﬁ?ﬁw Continuous Tense ﬁqﬁmm
NIGIE S— It seems to me that he is right.

e 'appears' will be used instead of 'is appearing' because verbs like appear, seem, know,
understand are Stative Verbs and are generally not used in Continuous Tense; Like— It
seems to me that he is right.

A) Did the prime minister deliver the speech at the international summit?
Passive ¥ Active Voice H SGa- & f%nq Passive dIR] & Subject (agent) Active dId] d[ Subject
CEl \_fl'I?IT% 3R Passive BT Subject Active DT Object & SITdT %I Interrogative sentence H
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16.

17.

18.

19.

helping verb EIE@T G{THT% SﬁTﬂﬁ tense WQ@TGIHT%I %QWWﬁ "the speech"
Passive Subject % "was delivered" Verb (Simple Past Passive) %’ 3R "by the prime minister"
agent %I Active T 90 IR "the prime minister" Subject d- 1T %, Verb @I "did deliver"
(Simple Past Interrogative) H S T %’ 3R "the speech" Object & =0 H UanT g3l %’I
Eﬂmﬂﬁwm — "Did the prime minister deliver the speech at the international
summit?"

To change a sentence from Passive to Active Voice, the agent becomes the subject and the
passive subject becomes the object. In interrogative sentences, the helping verb comes first
while maintaining the correct tense. Here, "the speech" (Passive Subject), "was delivered"
(Simple Past Passive), and "by the prime minister" (agent) are transformed into "the prime
minister" (Subject), "did deliver" (Active Verb in Simple Past Interrogative), and "the speech"
(Object). Therefore, the correct sentence is — "Did the prime minister deliver the speech at
the international summit?"

A) Arbitrary (adjective) — Based on random choice or personal whim, rather than any reason
or system. (H-THI)

Antonym: Methodical (adjective) — Done according to a systematic or established form of

procedure; orderly and reasoned. (W@Iﬁ/ﬁ'ﬂﬂ@g)

e Mercurial (adjective): Subject to sudden or unpredictable changes of mood or mind.
(31RR)

e Mendacious (adjective): Not telling the truth; lying. (ﬁ[WT/EET)

e Mellifluous (adjective): (of a voice or words) sweet or musical; pleasant to hear. (HYUR)
C) Accountability (noun) — Responsibility, liability, answerability, blame, duty. (Glaﬁéﬁ)
Synonym: Liability (noun) — The state of being legally responsible for something; a person's
debts. (GTRIE / &)

e Lassitude (noun): A state of physical or mental weariness; lack of energy. (4hT-)

e Lucidity (noun): Clarity of expression; the quality of being easily understood. (Y4¥dI)

e Lineament (noun): A distinctive feature or characteristic, especially of the face.
(For=reye)
B) with, through’ &I W@Tﬂ Fifdb “fascination’ b Wqﬂﬁ preposition ‘with’ 3Tt %, S
Wﬁw%uﬁrﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁaﬁmﬁﬁ%l a‘é’r', ‘grew through exposure’ wwm%%a@
S Ui Tt 3 WU & HIRUT fadmRId g5 | ST, “with, through” Tad SUa faded g |
e ‘with, through’ should be used because ‘fascination’ correctly takes the preposition
‘with’ to show interest in a subject. Further, ‘grew through exposure’ indicates that this
fascination developed as a result of being exposed to ancient texts. Hence, “with,
through” is the most appropriate choice.
B) . Twenty minutes is the time
'"Twenty minutes has been the time' & dad 'Twenty minutes is the time' WW"T@WW
period of time @?r— ten minutes, twenty minutes, three hours GW%GWW single duration

E{Qﬂ%f%, T‘ﬁerrb singularfﬂ?ﬂ%; @@r— Ten years is a long time.
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¢ 'Twenty minutes is the time' will be used instead of the highlighted part because
expressions denoting a single period of time take a singular verb, therefore is is
required; Like—
Ten years is a long time.

20. B) 'has happened' P R W 'had happened' W@‘T@Tﬂa@ﬁ?tried Past ﬁ% 3R 3P
Hsa CARREICIRIE %1%1? Past Perfect Tense WU’&I"TWW% @*@r— He told us what

had occurred.
¢ 'had happened' will be used instead of 'has happened' because tried is in Past Tense,
and an event prior to another Past action takes Past Perfect Tense; Like— He told us
what had occurred.

21.Q) unassumingﬂﬁ%a@% UPI HAAd dgd @WW ﬁwm% (ﬁlﬂﬁaﬁém
T8 | Ug S8 3a-1t T1YRU ot fh i Arar 781 bl UgT Sfag™ &1 UTI Inconspicuous T
Haers U e SiT & O SFeRIehR QU 1 DI B 81 &l (S SIGH), STaifh Jeb bl
HI1 FU a1 X818 | Desolate BT HIAS I IT IR 81T § (A T8 'downtown' BT
ZATHI §) | Mundane &1 HIAd Sgd &l ST AT R ST 5|

e unassuming is correct because it perfectly describes a physical place that is modest,
does not show off, and lacks obvious grandeur, making its historical importance a
surprise. Inconspicuous is a strong distractor, but it implies something that is actively
blending in or deliberately trying not to be seen (like a spy), whereas a public street
corner isn't hiding. Desolate means empty, barren, and abandoned, which is incorrect
for a "downtown" area. Mundane means dull, boring, or tedious, carrying a negative
judgment rather than just a simple lack of grand appearance.

22. A) monument] I8! § I ST Alers g Wi ) 3HARA I Hfd (AR) BT 2 ™o
SR fordt BT g1 a1 $UT9 &1 918 § ST 71 81 | Memorial T Sgd 3wl
(trap) UT; 39T Haad Yt ¥R BId1 &, Al g 39 Arll &t I1g | a1 § oot Hg 81 T8
811 Landmark &1 A0 i Ht ARIER ST T A= 81T § o IRl g § Hee fHadi g
Shrine T HJA pig YTt a1 ufds ST (S AR 1 g18) BT 8|

e monument is correct because it broadly refers to a grand structure explicitly erected to
commemorate a notable historical event or person (in this case, the birthplace of Route
66). Memorial is an excellent "near-miss" because it is also a commemorative
structure, but it is specifically built to remember and mourn people who have died
(usually in a war or tragedy). Landmark is a recognizable natural or artificial feature
that helps people navigate; it becomes famous naturally, whereas the text implies
looking for something deliberately built for commemoration. Shrine refers strictly to a
holy or sacred place, which is inappropriate for a bureaucratic highway meeting.

23.D) plaque] &1 € T TE YT (metal) TT TR &1 98 We gidl ¢ o foreht 5718 1 3fasm™
FaM & forT SHaR TR ST ST 8 1 Inscription TP logical trap &; ST AdAd @i WR ford
Eﬁ'ﬁ']@'ﬁ?' gid %, IEEREIPEARIR Wﬁ@@?(plaque)ﬁm%wmaﬁ
a1 | Epitaph T HAAE B & TR TR fRA U Tec; BT 8| Engraving BT HAWS fhdT el TR
fETITS B B HATgIaT 8|
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e plaque] is correct because it refers to the physical object—a flat piece of metal or
stone—fixed to a wall to mark a historical site. Inscription is a grammatical and logical
trap; it refers to the text itself that is carved into a surface. You do not "spot the
modest text marking the site," you spot the physical metal board. Epitaph strictly
means the words written on a tombstone in memory of a dead person. Engraving
refers to the art or process of cutting a design, not the physical commemorative tablet
itself.

24. B) creation Ta! ¢ 11 ST HIAS [l Aol &1 SITGRIDHR (AT BT T RITGT HRAT
BT 8 | Advent T Sgd 35T fadhed T, foTesT Haad fareit i &1 'SITH' (arrival) BT 6,
QAP creation TYBTRAT BT J:IEH(‘I Ca lal WQW%I Fabrication me
3! BRI g1 a1 e H ATHH ST B1dT & | Assembly BT AAe TR & ol Siig-T 4T

mmwmm%

creation is correct because it highlights the deliberate, active process of building and
establishing the Highway System by the officials mentioned in the very next sentence.
Advent is a brilliant distractor meaning the arrival of a notable event ("the advent of
the internet"), but it implies something happening naturally to society, whereas
"creation" emphasizes the active work done by the government. Fabrication implies
inventing a lie or physically manufacturing a product in a factory. Assembly strictly
means fitting physical machine parts together or a gathering of people.

25. D) push Tg! § I T8T T U noun B dRE SIAHTA g3 & FordesT Haad ford! &S A&l !
UM & I TReR a1 Sifep1Ral gRT fhar a1 Ues e d YA (organized effort) BT B |
Propulsion U 9§ &l YTFGR trap §; 3T HIAd Hi 3 Ydber1 8IdT &, Al a8 Rt
wefi+t a1 TR died & fore S&9Td 8laT 8 (S Mdbe) | Thrust 1 AAAS e o faba
T IR 7 fort 98 &1 A foig BIA1 8 | Surge 1 HAAE U1 A1 HIS T 3T J 31

EES I G

e pushis correct because, in this context, it is used as a figurative noun meaning a

concerted, organized administrative or political effort to achieve a goal (like
standardizing the highway system). Propulsion is a fantastic "near-miss." It literally
means the action of driving or pushing something forward, but it is strictly used for
physical or mechanical force (like the propulsion of a rocket engine). It cannot be used
to describe an abstract government policy effort. Thrust as a noun means a sudden
physical lunge or the main point of an argument. Surge refers to a sudden, powerful
forward movement of a physical force (water) or a crowd, lacking the meaning of a
planned policy effort.
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