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Testing troubles: On the National Testing Agency, NEET-UG 2026
Leaks and breaches have destroyed the National Testing Agency’s credibility

Once bitten, twice shy: this saying surely does not apply to the National Testing Agency (NTA). Given
the number of times that the Agency has run into trouble in the conduct of common entrance exams,

it would have been logical to expect those at the helm to have learnt their lessons. However, this

week’s cancellation of the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET)-UG affecting over 22 lakh
students is a serious blow to the agency’s reputation. The NTA, on May 12, 2026, announced the
cancellation of the exam held on May 3, amid allegations of paper leak, as the government tasked the
CBI with carrying out a comprehensive inquiry. The decision followed investigations revealing that a
‘guess paper’ — a collection of predicted, high-importance questions created to help students
prepare — matched numerous questions in chemistry and biology. Media reports said that this
material had reached coaching hubs in Rajasthan nearly a month ahead, and had been sold to
aspirants for huge sums. This led to investigations by the Rajasthan Police Special Operations Group
and 15 people were arrested. In the face of such obvious fraud, the NTA maintained the line that the

decision to cancel the exam was taken “in the interest of students and in recognition of the trust on
which the national examination system rests”. The question though, is: does the NTA still enjoy that
trust? NEET has been dogged by controversy right from the start, with several States opposing the
format. But even after it was rolled out across the country, the NTA, as the agency conducting the
exam, has suffered several dents to its credibility, with various charges and controversies coming up
with depressing regularity. This includes the 2019 impersonation scam in Tamil Nadu where students
used proxies to write the exam; the 2022 controversy of frisking girl examinees in Kerala, and the
2024 paper leak and grace marks controversy.

The K. Radhakrishnan committee, which was constituted to recommend reforms in the examination
process, recommended a restructuring of the NTA, and creating strong institutional linkages with
State and district authorities in_order to produce a secure test administration apparatus. Among
others, it also made recommendations for multi-stage testing, hybrid use of papers and computers,
and a series of measures to prevent breaches and malpractices. It would be a crime to allow the NTA
to continue with its inept conduct of common entrance exams, impacting the future of several lakhs
of students. NEET was introduced as a measure to bring into play a single, standardised, and

transparent entrance exam for medical admissions. But the transparency that it has so far shown is of

an entirely different kind: leaks and breaches of confidentiality. \[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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Vocabulary

10.

11.

12.

Breach (noun) - violation, infringement,
rupture, crack, rift 3coleeT/3eT

Credibility (noun) - reliability,
trustworthiness, integrity, plausibility,

stature fa@@aAI—IAT

Once bitten, twice shy (idiom) - an
experience that makes a person cautious
about repeating it because it was unpleasant

the first time G T STell BTS 31 Heh-Teh
drarg

Given (preposition) - considering, in view of,
granting, assuming a'@?fg'(r

At the helm (idiom) - in charge, in command

AcJcd H/HHTelel sl

Learn one’s lessons (idiom) - to suffer the
consequences of an action and decide not to

do it again H&Hh AT

Blow (noun) - shock, setback, misfortune,
disaster, jolt 3TETd/&IeFehT

Allegation (noun) - claim, accusation, charge,
assertion, contention IR

Carry out (phrasal verb) - to perform or
complete a task or investigation qIT

AT/ 3TSITH ST

Comprehensive (adjective) - thorough,
exhaustive, inclusive, complete, all-

embracing Tai-qd/cqqu—,

Predicted (adjective) - forecasted,
anticipated, expected, projected, foreseen

Numerous (adjective) - many, abundant,

plentiful, countless, myriad m/agﬁmi

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Sums (noun) - amounts, quantities, figures,
totals, funds T (STTT2N)
In the face of (phrase) - when confronted

with or despite a particular situation &

RIEEVEICICE Y

Maintain the line (idiom) - to continue to say
or believe the same thing, especially a official

version MWWEW

Recognition (noun) - acknowledgment,
acceptance, admission, realization,

awareness HATeIAT/TIhRIAT
Dog (verb) - haunt, plague, beset, trouble,
follow (here: persistently affected) TTEd

gt/ dTeST o BIgeT

Roll out (phrasal verb) - to officially launch or

introduce a new product or system QKB—TIFT

nxall/elld] enal

Dent (noun) - reduction, blow, dimunition,
nick, hollow (here: damage to reputation)

SIGICECT

Depressing (adjective) - gloomy,
disheartening, somber, dismal, bleak

IGLEUFGED

Proxy (noun) - substitute, representative,

agent, surrogate, delegate ‘;lﬁﬁlﬁ)/i‘@'l'a?
TUT IR I et arell

Frisking (noun) - searching, checking, patting
down, scanning, inspecting SR

Constitute (verb) - establish, create, set up,
found, organize TS AT
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Restructuring (noun) - reorganization,
reform, shuffle, makeover, realignment

JeTdaTaeT

S

Linkage (noun) - connection, bond,
association, tie, relationship Tflag'l_q’/%pf
In order to (phrase) - with the goal or

purpose of & 35T &

Apparatus (noun) - system, machinery,
structure, organization, mechanism

d/39ehT0T

Hybrid (adjective) - mixed, blended,
composite, cross, compound TR (T 3TeldT
=TSt T Ael)

Malpractice (noun) - misconduct,
wrongdoing, corruption, negligence, offense

hgldIR/dleld enlH

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

Inept (adjective) - incompetent, clumsy,
unskillful, awkward, bumbling

3TRRTeT/ 3T
Bring into play (idiom) - to cause something
to begin to operate or be used sﬁm:ﬁr

oATAT/R[E el

Transparent (adjective) - clear, lucid, honest,
open, crystalline qrReeft

Transparency (noun) - clarity, openness,
forthrightness, honesty, lucidity CIEARGI
So far (adverb) - up to now, until this point,
as yet, hitherto 3d deh

Entirely (adverb) - completely, totally, fully,
wholly, utterly I g &

Confidentiality (noun) - secrecy, privacy,
discretion, non-disclosure, intimacy

MIA=IAr
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The editorial criticizes the National Testing Agency for repeatedly failing to conduct secure and
trustworthy entrance examinations.
The cancellation of NEET-UG 2026 affected more than 22 lakh students across India.
The exam, held on May 3, 2026, was cancelled on May 12 after allegations of a paper leak
emerged.
The Union government handed over the investigation to the Central Bureau of Investigation
for a detailed inquiry.
Investigations revealed that a “guess paper” closely matched many actual questions in
chemistry and biology.
Reports suggested that this material had circulated in coaching centres in Rajasthan nearly a
month before the exam.
The leaked material was allegedly sold to students for huge amounts of money.
The Rajasthan Police Special Operations Group arrested 15 people in connection with the case.
Despite clear evidence of malpractice, the NTA claimed that the cancellation was done to
protect students’ interests and maintain trust in the examination system.
The editorial questions whether the NTA still deserves public trust after repeated
controversies.

. NEET has faced opposition and criticism since its introduction as a nationwide standardized

medical entrance test.

Previous controversies include the 2019 impersonation scam in Tamil Nadu, the 2022 frisking
issue in Kerala, and the 2024 paper leak and grace marks controversy.

The K. Radhakrishnan Committee recommended major reforms in the examination system and
restructuring of the NTA.

The committee suggested stronger coordination with State and district authorities, multi-stage
testing, hybrid exam modes, and stricter anti-malpractice measures.

The editorial concludes that NEET was meant to ensure transparency and fairness, but instead
it has become associated with leaks, breaches, and declining credibility.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Which of the following statements can be logically inferred from the passage? |[Editorial Pg.]

A.
B.
C.

D.

The National Testing Agency has consistently demonstrated an ability to evolve and
implement corrective measures following previous administrative failures.

The recent cancellation of the NEET-UG exam was a preemptive measure taken by the NTA
before external investigations or arrests could be made.

The foundational objective of NEET was to establish a uniform and clear medical admission
process, which is currently being undermined by systemic breaches.

Il only

I and Il only

Il and Il only
I and Il only

2. Which of the following statements is/are correct as per the passage?

o0 wp

The 2026 NEET-UG cancellation was triggered by the discovery of 'guess papers' that
showed significant overlap with actual Biology and Chemistry questions.
The K. Radhakrishnan committee advocated for a complete shift to computer-based
testing to prevent physical paper leaks.
The NTA officially defended the exam cancellation as a proactive measure to maintain
student interest and systemic trust.

I and Il only

[l only

[ and Il only

Il only

3. Inthe following question, a statement of Assertion (A) is given, followed by a statement of
Reason (R). Read both and choose the correct option.

A.

0w >

D.

Assertion (A): The NTA’s claim that the cancellation of NEET-UG was done to uphold the
"trust" of the national examination system is met with skepticism by the author.
Reason (R): The agency has a recurring history of administrative lapses, ranging from
impersonation scams to the compromise of confidential exam materials.

Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.

Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A.

A is true, but R is false.

A is false, but R is true.

4. Identify the voice used in the following sentence extracted from the passage:
"The K. Radhakrishnan committee, which was constituted to recommend reforms in the
examination process, recommended a restructuring of the NTA..."

A.
B.
C.
D.

Active Voice

Passive Voice

Both Active and Passive Voice
Causative Voice

5. Which of the following best explains the term ‘transparency’ as used in the final sentence of
the passage?
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A. The NTA's commitment to making the results and grace marks criteria available for public
review.

B. The effectiveness of the single-window entrance system in removing regional biases in
medical admissions

C. Asatirical reference to the system's failure to keep confidential exam papers from
becoming publicly visible.

D. The clear structural changes recommended by the K. Radhakrishnan committee for the
NTA.

6. Directions: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named P, Q, R, and S.
These four parts are not given in their proper order. Read the sentences and find out which
of the four combinations gives the logically correct order.

S1: Frederic Simard of France's Institute of Research states that the idea of mosquitoes
preferring particular blood types "has no scientific basis."

P: Apart from these natural skin oils, several studies indicate that consuming beer also changes
skin odour and raises body temperature, drawing them in.

Q: To specifically test this dietary influence, researchers in the Netherlands conducted a 2023
study involving 465 volunteers and female Anopheles mosquitoes.

R: Instead, he points out that odour matters greatly, describing the molecules produced by our
microbiota as a highly appealing "soup."

S: While humans release hundreds of such odorous compounds, recent lab studies found that
one specific compound from broken-down sebum is highly attractive to them.

S6: The results of that experiment confirmed the link, showing that volunteers who had drunk
beer in the previous 24 hours were 1.35-times more attractive to the insects.

A. RPSQ
B. SRPQ
C. RSPQ
D. PQRS

7. Which of the following idiom given in the alternatives has the meaning?
To win by a very small, narrow margin.
A. Win by a nose
B. Win out over
C. Win on points
D. Win hands down
8. From the alternatives given below, select the correct meaning of the idiom.
Throw one a curveball.
A. To be behind or in advance of the current trend
B. To aggressively force one's way through some task or thing, especially clumsily or carelessly
C. To play baseball with, or throw a baseball back and forth with someone
D. To do something unexpected or deceptive that surprises, confuses, thwarts, or outwits
someone
9. Select the correct active voice of the given sentence.
Why aren’t the rules being followed by the players?
A. Why are the players not following the rules?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

B. Why were the players not following the rules?

C. Why have the players not followed the rules?

D. Why do the players not follow the rules?

Which of the following options is the most suitable conversion of the following sentence into

active voice?

A new residential complex is being constructed by the government near the riverside.

A. The government constructs a new residential complex near the riverside.

B. The government is constructing a new residential complex near the riverside.

C. The government has constructed a new residential complex near the riverside.

D. The government constructed a new residential complex near the riverside.

Select the correct passive voice of the given sentence.

Why did the board blacklist those players?

A. Why were those players being blacklisted by the board?

B. Why had those players been blacklisted by the board?

C. Why were those players blacklisted by the board?

D. Why are those players blacklisted by the board?

Select the correct passive voice of the given sentence.

The archaeologists discovered ancient ruins during their excavation.

A. Ancient ruins were discovered by the archaeologists during their excavation.

B. Ancient ruins had been discovered by the archaeologists during their excavation.

C. Ancient ruins are discovered by the archaeologists during their excavation.

D. Ancient ruins are being discovered by the archaeologists during their excavation.

Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.

An irrational and intense fear of flying.

A. Aerophobia

B. Acrophobia

C. Claustrophobia

D. Ophidiophobia

Given below are six sentences taken from a paragraph. The first and the last sentences are

numbered S1 and S2 and are placed in the first and last positions respectively and are fixed

in their positions. The other four sentences between the first and last sentences are jumbled
up and are numbered A, B, C, and D. Rearrange the jumbled sentences in a logical sequence
keeping the unity and coherence of the paragraph intact. Choose the correct alternative that
best describes the sequence.

S1. 1 do not believe that chickens await the hour when the housewife brings their corn with as

much anxiety as Peter awaited the evening.

A. How long it was!

B. But now the sun has set.

C. Evidently God's day had lost its end somewhere.

D. He kept looking to see whether the shadows of the trees were not lengthening, whether
the sun was not turning red towards setting; and, the longer he watched, the more
impatient he grew.

S2. The sky is red only on one side, and it is already growing dark.

A. CBDA
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15.

16.

17.

18.

B. BDAC
C. ACDB
D. DACB

Given below are six sentences taken from a paragraph. The first and the last sentences are
numbered S1 and S2 and are placed in the first and last positions respectively and are fixed
in their positions. The other four sentences between the first and last sentences are jumbled
up and are numbered A, B, C, and D. Rearrange the jumbled sentences in a logical sequence
keeping the unity and coherence of the paragraph intact. Choose the correct alternative that
best describes the sequence.

S1. What a night!

A. Alas, how shall we paint the emotions that arose in her soul, that divided, tore it between

love and virtue?

What a dreadful night for Lydia!

They led her to the altar as it were to punishment.

D. She adored Lausus, she detested Mezentius, she was sacrificing herself to her father's
interests, delivering herself up to the object of her hatred, tearing herself forever from an
adored lover.

S2. Barbarous Mezentius! Thou art content to reign over the heart by violence and fear!

A. ADCB

O w

B. BADC
C. CADB
D. DCAB

Select the correct alternative to fill in the blank with the correct preposition in the following
sentence.

He took pleasure reading Shakespearean drama.

A. by

B. for

C. in

D. of

A part of the following sentence is underlined. Choose the option that can replace the
underlined part to improve the sentence. In case Options A, B and C are not found suitable,
choose Option D: “No improvement Required.”

The governor assured the media that the crisis was under control, and would be soon
overcome by the efforts of the administration.

A. will soon be overcome for

B. would soon be overcome by

C. was soon overcome due to

D. No improvement required

Select the correct alternative to fill in the blank with the correct preposition in the following
sentence.

White clothes are preferable black ones during summer.

A. of

B. for

C. from
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D. to
19. Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
The study of time and watches.
A. Epistemology
B. Horology
C. Ichthyology
D. Urology
20. Choose the correct word to complete the sentence.
The king’s was built on a high hill for protection.
A. cassel
B. castle
C. cattle
D. casual
Comprehension
In March 2025, Dehradun’s Parade Ground transformed into a funereal space. Scores of
people dressed in white, their mouths (1) in black cloth, paid silent ‘homage’ to
the hundreds of trees felled for development projects in Uttarakhand — past, present, and
those marked to go in the future. As you read this, 4,400 trees are reportedly slated to be axed
to widen the Dehradun-Rishikesh road.
The protest was (2) of the Chipko Movement that began half a century ago in the
Chamoli district of (3) Uttar Pradesh, now part of Uttarakhand. Residents opposed
commercial logging by physically embracing trees. This time in Uttarakhand, protestors carried
on their shoulders branches of dead trees that had been unsuccessfully ‘translocated’ to a
‘graveyard of trees’ near the Rajiv Gandhi Cricket Stadium.“An unrelenting push towards
volume-driven, (4) tourism has focused primarily on expanding transport
connectivity,” Uttarakhand-based Anoop Nautiyal, founder of the Social Development for
Communities Foundation, told about the predicament. The loss of green cover is starkest in
Dehradun and Mussoorie, he said.
According to an RTl response, in the last five years alone, close to 83,000 trees have been cut
in the State: sal, haldu, khair, shisham, jamun, and banyans, some of which were over 200
years old. But these numbers “are just the (5) ,” said Ruchi Singh of the movement
‘Citizens For Green Doon’. “These estimates are based on the count of trees above a certain
girth (usually 15 cm), so young trees or shrubs, creepers and grasses are not accounted for,”
she told The Hindu. And as for the translocation of trees, they generally fail, said Ms. Singh.
21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)?
A. shrouded
B. gagged
C. tether
D. bound
22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)?
A. redolent
B. reminiscent
C. commemorative
D. nostalgic

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 9



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)?
A. erstwhile
B. bygone
C. preceding
D. primordial
24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)?
A. untenable
B. unremitting
C. unsustainable
D. ephemeral
25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)?
A. drop in the bucket
B. canary in the coal mine
C. tip of the iceberg
D. elephantin the room
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Answers
1. A 2C 3A 4C 5C 6C 7.A 8D 9.A 10B 11.Cc 12.A
13.A 14.D 15B 16.C 17.B 18D 19.B 20.B 21.D 22.B 23.A 24.C

25.C [Practice Exercise]
Explanations
1. A)lllonly

Statement I: (Incorrect) The author uses the "once bitten, twice shy" idiom to show that the
NTA has not changed its behavior despite past mistakes. Phrases like "inept conduct"” and
failing to "learn their lessons" directly contradict the idea of an "ability to evolve."
Statement Il: (Incorrect) The word "preemptive" means acting before a problem occurs. The
passage shows the NTA only acted after the Rajasthan Police found evidence and arrested 15
people. Their action was reactive and forced by "obvious fraud," not proactive.
Statement IlI: (Correct) The passage confirms the original goal (standardized/transparent) but
uses a biting irony to show that this goal is failing. The "transparency" currently seen is the
"transparency of the leaks," meaning the system’s flaws are what has become visible, thus
undermining the objective.

2. C)landlll only
Statement | is Correct: Line from Passage: "Media reports said that this material had reached
coaching hubs in Rajasthan nearly a month ahead... This decision followed investigations
revealing that a ‘guess paper’... matched numerous questions." The passage confirms the leak
to hubs and the overlap with the actual paper led to the cancellation.
Statement Il is Incorrect: Line from Passage: "Among others, it also made recommendations
for multi-stage testing, hybrid use of papers and computers..." The committee suggested a
"hybrid" model (a mix), not a "transition" to computers.
Statement Il is Correct: Line from Passage: "the NTA maintained the line that the decision to
cancel the exam was taken 'in the interest of students and in recognition of the trust on which
the national examination system rests'." This reflects the NTA's official justification mentioned
in the passage.

3. A)Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A.
Assertion (A): Line from the passage: “in the interest of students and in recognition of the trust
on which the national examination system rests”. The question though, is: does the NTA still
enjoy that trust?"....The author quotes the NTA’s official justification but immediately follows
it with a rhetorical question that casts doubt on their credibility. By asking if the agency "still
enjoys that trust,"” the author is explicitly signaling skepticism toward the NTA's self-serving
narrative.
Reason(R): The passage provides a chronological list of failures—impersonation in 2019,
frisking issues in 2022, and leaks in 2024. These specific examples validate the statement that
there is a "recurring history" of "administrative lapses" and "compromise of materials" (leaks).
The skepticism mentioned in the Assertion (A) is directly fueled by the historical failures
mentioned in the Reason (R). Therefore, R is the logical cause for the author's skeptical stance
in A.

4. C)Both Active and Passive Voice
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"The K. Radhakrishnan committee, which was constituted [Passive Voice] to recommend
reforms in the examination process, recommended [Active Voice] a restructuring of the
NTA..."
Passive Voice: "...which was constituted..." (The committee received the action of being
constituted).
Active Voice: "...recommended a restructuring..." (The committee performed the action of
recommending).

5. C) A satirical reference to the system's failure to keep confidential exam papers from becoming
publicly visible.
"But the transparency that it has so far shown is of an entirely different kind: leaks and
breaches of confidentiality." The author uses the word sarcastically to say that the only thing
"clear" or "visible" about the system is how easily it can be leaked.
Option A is Incorrect: The passage associates the lack of transparency with fraud and leaks, not
with a positive "commitment" to public review.
Option B is Incorrect: The author argues that this intended effectiveness has been ruined by
administrative failure.
Option D is Incorrect: These are recommendations for the future, whereas the "transparency"
mentioned refers to the NTA's past and current failures.

6. C)RSPQ
Sentence R, aWﬁ?{NG{H (51 %@’WETE{) A &ma@ﬁ?u@' S1 ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁmw Frederic
Simard & HUT B 'he' FAATH (pronoun) & gy &ﬂﬁmél g WY hdl %% ad JHe
(blood type) & ST ‘odour' (Tie]) T IGT g |
Sentence S, Sentence R & G &maﬂ%sﬂﬁﬁl@ "such odorous compounds" e, I
IR IR ﬁa"rﬂs‘ﬁ%{ (odour) 3R 31'%3‘?[ (molecules) aﬁam@rqs?r%l gg 'sebum' hI
TR SaR U 3ffAard foies sAran g1
Sentence P, Sentence S %Eﬂ_c(" amaﬁ%sﬂﬁﬁq?{ "these natural skin oils" Q'IE@@??R’
IR s B AWM "sebum" (ReF AT BT 3R SARTHRA & | T8 T ) Mpfads ddf I g
IR (beer) T & UG &1 IR A ST B |
Sentence Q, Sentence P %Eﬂ_c(" amaaﬁ%u‘s’q? scenario Tﬁ@ "conclusion" (S6 @rugﬁ)
o GhTa\_rl'IT'lT%I Qﬂ'ﬁf "this dietary influence" ngﬁh?ﬁa?ﬁ?w pH IR U &t 91d
I ST B, 3R TE TeRAS DI W8T BT specific detail TS & Sl S6 (FoTGH TROMTHI &1 91 8)
& difchds UdTE &1 R RT3 |

e Sentence R comes at the beginning (after S1) because it uses the pronoun 'he' to directly
follow Frederic Simard's statement introduced in S1. It establishes the factual ground that
'‘odour' is what actually matters, rather than blood type.

e Sentence S follows R because the phrase "such odorous compounds" creates a mandatory
link to the odour and molecules mentioned in R. It provides an elaboration by introducing
'sebum’ as a specific attractive compound.

e Sentence P follows S as it uses the phrase "these natural skin oils" to create a mandatory
link pointing directly to the "sebum" mentioned in S. It transitions the topic from natural
skin oils to the effect of consuming beer.

e Sentence Qfollows P as the conclusion (leading into S6). It uses the connection to "this
dietary influence" to refer back to the beer consumption mentioned in P, providing the

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 12



file:///C:/Users/gourav/Desktop/examination/New%20folder/The%20editorial/www.englishmadhyam.in

\VEVNERpIoplol JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

specific detail of the 2023 Netherlands study, thereby completing the logical flow leading
directly into S6.
7. A) Win by a nose (idiom) — To win by a very small, narrow margin dgd & H 3R I Sfia
e Win out over (idiom) — To defeat or prevail over someone SiTd BTRIA AT
e Win on points (idiom) — To win based on scoring rather than a knockout 3l & 3MYUR

TR ST

e Win hands down (idiom) — To win very easily ST O SitaT
8. D) Throw one a curveball (idiom) — To do something unexpected or deceptive that surprises or
confuses someone AP Tﬁﬂbl EHI
9. A) Why are the players not following the rules?
Passive I Active Voice H §Ga- & ﬁfq Passive dIR] [ Subject (agent) Active dIH] [ Subject
o Gl'l?lT% 3IR Passive & Su bject Active PI Object & WIIdl %I Negative interrogative
sentence H helping verb 3R "not" WH@U@’TWW%HW tense ag)[WTGH?‘IT%I %Q

‘TQEHER?[f[ "the rules" Passive Subject % "aren’t being followed" Verb (Present Continuous
Passive) % 3R "by the players" agent %I Active H 9GAH IR "the players" Subject &< [ %,
Verb @1 "are not following" (Present Continuous) Haea TRJT% 3R "the rules" Object & =g
ﬁﬂ"TEC’rﬂ%I WWW@W — "Why are the players not following the rules?"

e To change a sentence from Passive to Active Voice, the agent becomes the subject and
the passive subject becomes the object. In negative interrogative sentences, the
helping verb and "not" are properly used while maintaining the same tense. Here, "the
rules" (Passive Subject), "aren’t being followed" (Present Continuous Passive), and "by
the players" (agent) are transformed into "the players" (Subject), "are not following"
(Active Verb in Present Continuous), and "the rules" (Object). Therefore, the correct
sentence is — "Why are the players not following the rules?"

10. B) The government is constructing a new residential complex near the riverside.
Passive ¥ Active Voice H SGa- & 1%112, Passive dIR] &I Subject (agent) Active dIH] [ Subject
o \_rl'I?IT% 3R Passive T Su bject Active DT Object & SITdl %I Verb @1 Passive T Active A
aaa‘?rwa'sﬁ tense Y[ Gl'l?lT%I %QTI'QW T "A new residential complex" Passive Subject
%, "is being constructed" Verb (Present Continuous Passive) % 3%? "by the government" agent
%I Active H §G@H TX "the government" Subject & 1'I'CIT%, Verb &1 "is constructing" (Present
Continuous) ﬁww% GﬁT "a new residential complex" Object %Wﬁ?@"TEG‘H%I

WWW@W — "The government is constructing a new residential complex near the
riverside."

e To change a sentence from Passive to Active Voice, the agent becomes the subject and
the passive subject becomes the object while keeping the same tense. Here, "A new
residential complex" (Passive Subject), "is being constructed" (Present Continuous
Passive), and "by the government" (agent) are transformed into "the government"
(Subject), "is constructing" (Active Verb in Present Continuous), and "a new residential
complex" (Object).

11. C) Why were those players blacklisted by the board?
Active T Passive Voice H daa- & 1%112, Active AT DT Object Passive dIH] DI Subject I+

Gl'l?ﬂ%l Interrogative sentence i helping verb tl_é@[ GﬂTﬂ% G'ﬁT tense aﬁww% %Q‘TE{
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g H "the board" Subject %, "did blacklist" Verb (Simple Past Interrogative) % 3R "those
players" Object %’I Passive H & UX Object "those players" Subject d 71T % Verb @1
"were blacklisted" (Simple Past Passive) ﬁWTI'CIT% 3R "by the board" agent &= H
W”T@'&H%I WWW@W — "Why were those players blacklisted by the board?"

e To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object becomes the subject,
and in interrogative sentences, the helping verb comes first while maintaining the same
tense. Here, "the board" (Subject), "did blacklist" (Verb in Simple Past Interrogative),
and "those players" (Object) are transformed into "those players" (Subject), "were
blacklisted" (Passive Verb in Simple Past), and "by the board" (agent). Therefore, the
correct sentence is — "Why were those players blacklisted by the board?"

12. A) Ancient ruins were discovered by the archaeologists during their excavation.
Y dIH] DT Active Voice "Simple Past Tense" (discovered) ﬁ%l GWB'H%@ Passive Voice A
Wﬁ%, GIERBEED SHJHR was/were + V3 (Past Participle) Tl s«\mm G\Idl %I zﬂ&o QGT
"Ancient ruins" (g\"lzﬁ ETI'R?T') plural (dgdd-) %, Eﬂﬁfng "were discovered" @I TIRT BT |
famey 2 W%@ﬂﬁ?m "had been" (Past Perfect) FITH%' famed 3 | "are" (Present Tense)
%, IR AP 4T "are being" (Continuous Tense) WE@WE&H%I SF[%TQ, WUEET
fahed g Te! SATHRUT (grammar) & 30T A R THT $1 &1 &1 Tal diloh 9 §ddl 6|

e To change this sentence into passive voice, you must first identify the tense. The
original sentence uses the Simple Past tense ("discovered"). In passive voice, the Simple
Past is formed by using was/were + past participle (V3). Since the object "ancient ruins"
is plural, we use "were discovered." Option 2 is incorrect because it uses the Past
Perfect ("had been"), Option 3 is incorrect because it uses the Simple Present ("are
discovered"), and Option 4 is incorrect because it uses the Present Continuous ("are
being discovered"). Only Option 1 correctly shifts the focus to the "ruins" while
maintaining the original timeframe of the action.
13. A) Aerophobia (noun) — An irrational and intense fear of flying &I &T s YT
e Acrophobia (noun) — Fear of heights WWEY
* Claustrophobia (noun) — Fear of enclosed spaces WW’I@WST
e Ophidiophobia (noun) — Fear of snakes Il BT 8T
14. D) DACB
T UG Sentence D 3MTN—UE Peter P Skl B! [GRIR I FATAT §— a8 TR-IR IS Bl
ReRG
WE%E Sentence A 3TI—“How long it was!” WW IRIRG]| GﬁTﬂ?ﬁ&ﬂaﬁmaﬁ
EQIi(‘lI I
fihY sentence C HIUM—“God's day had lost its end...” Jg &mﬁ%, ﬁﬂ“@rw%%ﬁ‘r{
g 81 el 81 3@
3fd ¥ Sentence B SHTTIMT—“But now the sun has set.” W@Iﬁ[ﬁwm% eﬁwﬁﬁ S2
(AT BT ST B A ST B |
e Sentence D comes first—it describes Peter’s impatience and constant watching of the
sun, which directly explains the anxiety mentioned in S1.
o Next, Sentence A follows—“How long it was!” This expresses his frustration about the
delay, continuing the idea in D.
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e Then, Sentence C comes—“Evidently God's day had lost its end somewhere.” This is a
figurative exaggeration of how endlessly long the day feels.
e Finally, Sentence B comes last—“But now the sun has set.” This provides relief and
connects directly with S2 describing the darkening sky.
15. B) BADC
&Y UG Sentence B HIUI—“What a dreadful night for Lydia!” g S1 (“What a night!”) DI
3‘ﬁT specific@TﬂT‘IT%I
U J1G Sentence A ST 1T T IP 3fx T X UGS T B! U Il §—
“love and virtue & S TG |”
Y sentence D WWW@W@W@ JHATAI %—di—ldnl Lausus &b Ufd 09
3R Mezentius%qﬁqufﬂl
3fd T sentence C &T@TWW &m@ﬁm%—”mey led her to the altar...”, IE:ID]
S2 (Mezentmsﬁﬁﬂ) @W%I

Sentence B comes first—“What a dreadful night for Lydia!” It directly specifies and
intensifies the exclamation made in S1 (“What a night!”).
e Next, Sentence A follows because it raises the emotional conflict—“how shall we paint
the emotions... between love and virtue?”
e Then, Sentence D comes as it elaborates that conflict in detail—her love for Lausus and
hatred for Mezentius.
Finally, Sentence C comes last because it describes the final action—“They led her to the
altar...”, which connects directly with S2 condemning Mezentius.

16.C) ‘in’ mmﬂn@ma@% “take pleasure in” Wﬂﬁ \’rﬁTEﬁlﬁlﬁ phrase %, ST Hﬁ%
et BRI A 3 T QGT “reading Shakespearean drama” U activity %, forad siHg fora
\_SlT?FT%I Qﬂﬁfq, “He took pleasure in reading Shakespearean drama” ﬂﬁfwml

¢ ‘in’ should be used because “take pleasure in” is a correct and commonly used phrase
which means to enjoy an activity. Here, “reading Shakespearean drama” is the activity
being enjoyed. Thus, “in” is the most appropriate choice.

17. B) ‘and would be soon overcome by’ T adverb placement (soon) W%I ﬂﬁﬂfﬂ"’ﬂwould
soon be overcome by, GlBT adverb ‘soon’ modal verb ‘would’ %Eﬂ?{ @ﬂﬁT%

¢ ‘would soon be overcome by’ will be used instead of ‘would be soon overcome by’
because the correct position of the adverb “soon” is after the modal verb “would”,
ensuring proper sentence structure.

18.D) to’ mmﬂﬂ@m?ﬂﬁ% sentence H comparison ﬁ?TITGlTQBT%—White clothes B'ﬁT black
ones & S| mﬁwwiﬂﬁﬁmiﬂﬁﬁ&m HHQ%CITUIICII %, ?‘h”preferable
to” WE@"T@?IT%I sﬂﬁ“l'q, “White clothes are preferable to black ones during summer” ﬂg’f
qa gl

e ‘to’ should be used because the sentence expresses a comparison between white
clothes and black ones. In English, when showing preference of one thing over another,
the structure “preferable to” is used. Thus, “to” is the most appropriate choice.

19. B) Horology (noun) — The study and measurement of time and the art of making clocks and

watches YHY ﬁ?ﬂ%@fﬁ LI
e Epistemology (noun) — The study of knowledge AN
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20.

21.

22.

23.

¢ Ichthyology (noun) — The study of fish 7 fag™
¢ Urology (noun) — The study of urinary system ﬂﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂ
B) Castle’ CIRCIR gl‘ll Fifh sentence H “The king’s was built on a high hill for

protection” U% U ASTgd SHRA & dTd PR 6T § STaT Sl gl § 3R S YR&f & forg a8
STl § 1 “Castle” T 37 fhet gia §, o 39 He & foepd Sugad B
e ‘Castle’ should be used because the sentence refers to a strong building where a king
lives, built for protection on a hill. “Castle” means a fortified residence, making it the
most appropriate choice.
D) bound (ST g3 W%mqﬁ' "bound in black cloth" (w?fm@;@ra*%ﬂ g31l) & context
g8 7R T 96T B shrouded BT HATS GR IRR A1 et 9t et 1 G g1 & (S
HHA YTl ﬂ'ﬂ@), Wgﬁﬁﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁl gagged dgd &SI grammar trap %; WWQ
SRR 'with' 311?”% (gagged with a cloth), 'in' ERl tetherﬁwmaﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁw
E?R_ﬂ%, ﬁ?%grammar%%ﬂﬁ@f ﬂ-ﬂW%I
e The correct answer is "bound" because it simply means tied tightly. In this context,
tying a cloth around the mouth to signify silence fits perfectly with the preposition "in"
("bound in black cloth"). "Shrouded" refers to covering a body or an entire object, not
just tying a mouth. "Gagged" is a strong distractor, but grammatically we say someone
is "gagged with a cloth", not "in" a cloth. "Tether" means tied to a fixed post to restrict
movement, which makes no sense here.

B) reminiscent (WWW) ﬂﬁ%m "reminiscent of" Ud standard phrase %W
Aqad ¢ [ g8 dielal fakiYy WeRE R foud! siigiad &1 a1g a1 8T 4TI redolent 9 ATy
1t 'of' MTATE, Q=1 T8 TGIR GRIY, (smell) TT b abstract W@T’T%ﬁ‘lﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ%l
commemorative &1 AJAd IT¢ H ST 7T SMYBTRD RS (memorial) %,' UGB A
SRR MYHTRE dR R o) o1 arg § g8 781 faT UT| nostalgia (R T1S) Th
noun ({-iQ‘II) %, Sl qs\rgrammar$%ﬂﬁﬁw adjective (ﬁi‘\ﬁW) H%W%, WI%TQ?TS'
T R TEd g |
e The correct answer is "reminiscent" because "reminiscent of" is a standard phrase
meaning tending to remind one of something from the past. The current protest
logically reminded people of the historical Chipko Movement. "Redolent" is primarily
used for smells or evoking a highly abstract feeling. "Commemorative" means acting as
an official memorial, which this protest was not. "Nostalgia" is a grammatical trap; it is
a noun, but the sentence structure requires an adjective here.
A) erstwhile (YTYd / TS 1) T § Hiifcs Ta bt I8 T S8 &1 RMAT ATH A1 RMET E
WTEP[ (@ﬁqﬁ'erstwhile Uttar Pradesh' dIiTp WG@%@TW ﬁ%), T‘ﬁ‘qﬁf word
TSl BT 8 | bygone BT AAAY SIdT §31 THY (bygone era) BIdT 5, fhl SIvTe &1 1 &l
preceding BT AAAE qd UGS aTdl (58 H) BIAT 8| primordial &7 HATE g Bt ST Bl
T BT 8, S 9gd el Ui 9 B

e The correct answer is "erstwhile" because it is an adjective meaning "former." It is the
most appropriate and widely used term in formal writing to refer to states or territories
that have since changed (e.g., "erstwhile Uttar Pradesh"). "Bygone" refers to a past
time or era, not to a proper noun like a State. "Preceding" means coming before in
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sequence. "Primordial" means existing at the beginning of time, an extreme
exaggeration.

24. C) unsustainable (&W/maﬁwwaﬁquw) ﬂﬁ%l tltﬁaTUT
(environment) % REASIE CAKIE E?R%)[%, GﬁT "unsustainable tourism" WW term %GIET
ST STGT ERSH 81 91T foh Uhfd I8 B9 @ | untenable HT AT 18 UHT ddb AT A1
(argument/position)%mwﬂﬂaﬁ:{mGﬂ%I unremitting T Hddd IEEIRTE 6\I<‘II %I
ephemeral T AAA 9gd HH 97 dd e aral gidT g |

e The correct answer is "unsustainable" because it refers to something that cannot be
maintained at its current rate. In environmental contexts, "unsustainable tourism" is
the exact phrasing used to describe volume-driven tourism that destroys local ecology.
"Untenable" is used for arguments or positions that cannot be defended. "Unremitting"
means never relaxing. "Ephemeral" means lasting for a very short time.

25. C) tip of the iceberg (V80 So! THMT &1 TP Bicl I fe@- aTer fexd) Tal ¢ | U g |1 ]
f% 83,000 U o Rt a1 g Sl 1 U § (FS US), 3el T 9gd 98181 drop in the
bucket T HAAE Igd PH (insufficient) BIdT 5, S8 TeXd Igd SaTa1 ol 3R el 5gd HH |
thin end of the wedge HT AT g BICT YB3 ORI 31T TADBR 981 dala! &l | canary in
the coal mine ®T Hddd food &nﬁar@ra%@a%ﬁqgeﬁéaﬁ:ﬂ (early warning) EPR‘IT%I
83 oooﬁe’maﬁééaﬁ:ﬂ:ré’r% 3P 98 We | T YOHS qad B

The correct answer is "tip of the iceberg" because this idiom refers to a small, evident

part of a much larger, hidden problem. The counted trees are just the visible part of
massive ecological destruction. "Drop in the bucket" means an insignificant amount
compared to what is needed. "Thin end of the wedge" refers to a minor action that will
lead to major negative developments later. "Canary in the coal mine" refers to an early
warning of danger, which doesn't fit since the mass felling is the actual damage itself,
not just a warning sign.
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