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Caste away: On the Court and caste count 
People must have the option to state that they are casteless in the Census 

The Supreme Court was not wrong to dismiss a petition that sought to stall the caste census, which is 

part of the ongoing Census 2027. The Chief Justice of India remarked, in support of the caste count, 

that “any government of the day must know how many people are backward and how many need 

welfare”. In April 2025, the Narendra Modi government had made a turnaround to announce caste 

enumeration alongside the fresh census, the first such exercise since 1931. Mr. Modi had earlier 

derided the idea as a sign of “urban Naxal” thinking, and the RSS had warned that such surveys were 

attempts to fracture Hindu society. The Congress, too, had made a dramatic turnaround in its 

historical position to demand a caste census. Early governments of independent India decided not to 

enumerate caste with the census. The dominant thinking then was that counting caste communities 

would only reinforce the institution of caste that the state wanted to dismantle. On the one hand, 

state policies sought to create a casteless society, while on the other, they also accounted for caste 

identities for positive discrimination in legislative representation and employment. This dual 

approach to caste that was baked into the nation’s founding principles has created a paradox that 

continues to this day. The clamour for a caste census is the latest manifestation of it. 

The Census itself has been long overdue. The decennial population survey was originally due in 2021 

but was delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic and logistical hurdles. The caste enumeration will take 

place in the second phase and will involve asking every individual their caste, rather than merely 

recording whether they belong to a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe, as in previous Censuses. The 

delay in the Census has a bearing on planning of all sorts. In India, a considerable portion of state 

policy is directly or indirectly linked to the caste profile of the target group. The one attempt at a post-

Independence national caste count came in 2011. The open-ended caste identification process of the 

Socio-Economic and Caste Census produced over 46 lakh distinct caste names and 8 crore data errors, 

rendering the dataset unusable. Most of its findings remain unpublished. The Modi government is still 

grappling with the challenge of finding the appropriate methodology for an accurate enumeration of 

caste communities. A caste census detracts from the effort to eradicate caste as it ossifies identities, 

but is helpful if viewed alongside other socioeconomic indices to better target welfare measures and 

ensure representation. The annihilation of caste must remain a goal, and people must be allowed to 

classify themselves as casteless if they so wish.       [Practice Exercise] 

 Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’ 

denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’. 

  



May 23, 2026 JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM 

 

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in 
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 2 
 

Vocabulary 
1. Caste away (phrase) - to reject, discard, or 

cast aside completely          /           
2. Petition (noun) - appeal, plea, suit, 

entreaty, application        
3. Seek (to) (verb) - to try to achieve or attain 

something, to attempt           
4. Stall (verb) - delay, obstruct, hinder, 

impede, postpone       /       
5. Remark (verb) - comment, observe, state, 

declare, mention             
6. Turnaround (noun) - reversal, about-turn, 

shift, u-turn, flip-flop             

7. Enumeration (noun) - counting, census, 

calculation, computation, listing        / 

     
8. Alongside (preposition) - with, together 

with, beside, next to       -    

9. Deride (verb) - mock, ridicule, sneer, taunt, 

disparage             
10. Fracture (verb) - break, split, divide, 

rupture, fragment              /       
11. Enumerate (verb) - count, list, calculate, 

itemize, number       
12. Reinforce (verb) - strengthen, bolster, 

support, fortify, consolidate           
13. Dismantle (verb) - demolish, deconstruct, 

tear down, destroy, dismantle            
/          

14. Account for (phrasal verb) to consider, 

explain, justify, include, or give a reason for 

           /            

15. Discrimination (noun) - bias, prejudice, 

bigotry, unfairness, partisanship        

16. Bake (verb) - establish, embed, entrench, 

incorporate, root                
17. Paradox (noun) - contradiction, anomaly, 

puzzle, riddle, oxymoron           

18. Clamour for (phrase) - to demand 

something loudly and insistently        

          
19. Manifestation (noun) - expression, 

indication, exhibition, demonstration, 

reflection          

20. Overdue (adjective) - delayed, late, belated, 

tardy, unpunctual       /         

21. Decennial (adjective) – Period of ten years. 

  -       

22. Take place (phrase) - to happen, occur, 

transpire, unfold, come about        

     /           
23. Have a bearing on (phrase) - to have an 

effect or influence on something, to be 

relevant to            
24. Of all sorts (phrase) - of various kinds, of 

different types, miscellaneous    -       
25. Considerable (adjective) - substantial, 

significant, sizeable, appreciable, ample 

         /      
26. Render (verb) - make, leave, cause to 

become, turn, drive          
27. Finding (noun) - conclusion, discovery, 

result, outcome, verdict        /        
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28. Grapple with (phrasal verb) to struggle to 

deal with or overcome a difficult problem 

      
29. Detract (verb) - divert, distract, diminish, 

lessen, reduce         /             
30. Eradicate (verb) - eliminate, abolish, 

uproot, exterminate, annihilate       
       

31. Ossify (verb) - harden, rigidify, freeze, 

stagnate, petrify            /          
32. Annihilation (noun) - destruction, 

eradication, elimination, wiping out, 

extirpation       /       
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Summary of the Editorial 
1. The Supreme Court rejected a petition that tried to stop the caste census planned under 

Census 2027.  

2. The Chief Justice of India supported the caste count, stating that governments need accurate 

data about backward communities for welfare policies.  

3. In April 2025, the Narendra Modi government announced caste enumeration along with the 

national census.  

4. This announcement marked a major shift because Mr. Modi had earlier criticised caste census 

demands as “urban Naxal” thinking.  

5. The RSS had also opposed caste surveys, arguing that they could divide Hindu society.  

6. The Congress party similarly changed its earlier stand and began demanding a caste census.  

7. After Independence, Indian governments avoided caste enumeration in the Census because 

they believed it would strengthen caste identities.  

8. At the same time, the state continued to use caste categories for reservations and welfare 

policies, creating a contradiction.  

9. This contradiction reflects the paradox between promoting a casteless society and recognising 

caste for social justice measures.  

10. The Census itself has been delayed since 2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and logistical 

difficulties.  

11. In Census 2027, every individual will be asked to state their caste instead of only identifying 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  

12. Census data is important because many government welfare and development policies 

depend on caste-related information.  

13. The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census failed because it generated millions of caste 

names and huge data errors, making the information unreliable.  

14. The government now faces the challenge of creating a proper methodology for accurate caste 

enumeration.  

15. The editorial concludes that while caste census may reinforce caste identities, it can still help 

improve welfare targeting and representation, but the ultimate goal should remain the 

annihilation of caste, including allowing people to identify themselves as casteless if they wish. 
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based 

1. Which of the following statements is TRUE as per the passage?     [Editorial Page] 

A. The initial decision of early independent Indian governments to avoid counting castes 
dismantled the caste system. 

B. The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census provides the reliable and extensive published 
dataset on Indian caste profiles. 

C. The current ruling government has supported the idea of conducting a comprehensive 
national caste enumeration. 

D. The delayed decennial population survey will capture detailed individual caste identities 
beyond just the SC and ST categories. 

2. What does the passage suggest about India's dual approach to caste? 
A. It has managed to eradicate caste-based discrimination through effective legislative 

representation. 
B. It represents a paradox where the state aims for a casteless society while utilizing caste for 

welfare. 
C. It proves that accounting for individual caste identities is unnecessary for designing welfare 

schemes. 
D. It has resolved historical conflicts between different religious and regional communities 

over time. 
3. What is the central idea of the passage? 

A. The recurring technical anomalies in demographic collection highlight the impossibility of 
conducting accurate counts. 

B. The historical reversal of major political parties demonstrates that electoral motives dictate 
all state census operations. 

C. While counting sub-identities cements social divisions, it remains an indispensable 
mechanism for equitable public administration. 

D. The definitive ruling of the judiciary ensures that the upcoming enumeration will be free 
from execution errors. 

4. Which of the following can be inferred about the impact of delaying the decennial census? 
A. It has minimal impact on national planning because public policies are independent of 

target group composition. 
B. It impairs the precision of state welfare allocation by depriving administrators of updated 

community demographic metrics. 
C. It gives state machinery sufficient opportunities to successfully redesign operational 

methods for accurate data tracking. 
D. It directly assists social organizations in neutralizing the political polarization caused by 

explicit identity counting. 
5. What is the tone of the passage? 

A. adversarial and confrontational 
B. cynical and dismissive 
C. Objective and evaluative 
D. idealization-driven 

6. Directions: Given below are four jumbled sentences from a passage. Pick the option that 
gives their logically correct order. 
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A. This sinking and warming effect directly suppresses the natural process that forms clouds, 
allowing uninterrupted sunlight to keep beating down. 

B. Ultimately, when all of these extreme atmospheric conditions persist together for a few 
days, a severe heatwave can occur. 

C. In April and May, the sun is almost directly overhead over most of peninsular India, 
intensely heating the ground for several weeks. 

D. During this period, if a stable, high-pressure weather system settles over the region, air 
slowly sinks down from higher in the atmosphere and warms up. 

a. 3 4 1 2 
b. 3 1 4 2 
c. 4 1 3 2 
d. 1 4 2 3 

7. Which of the following pairs of homonyms can be used to fill in the blanks most suitably? 
He had to ____ his brains trying to remember how he came to be on the shore strewn with 
____ and driftwood. 
A. wrack, rack 
B. rack, rack 
C. wrack, wrack 
D. rack, wrack 

8. Which of the following words refers to a strong and deep hatred of something? 
A. Envy 
B. Antipathy 
C. Empathy 
D. Sympathy 

9. Which of the following pairs of homonyms can be used to fill in the blanks most suitably? 
She quickly climbed onto her upper ____ to give a wide ____ to the unruly family creating a 
scene below. 
A. birth, berth 
B. birth, birth 
C. berth, berth 
D. berth, birth 

10. Choose the correct passive voice transformation of the sentence: 
The CEO is expected to have brought about significant changes in the department by the end 
of the year. 
A. Significant changes are expected to have been brought about in the department by the 

new CEO by the end of the year. 
B. It is expected that significant changes will have been brought about by the new CEO by the 

end of the year. 
C. Significant changes will have been brought about in the department by the new CEO by the 

end of the year. 
D. The new CEO is expected that significant changes will be brought about by them. 

11. Change the following sentence into the Active form: 
Has the groundbreaking research been funded by a private consortium for the past two years? 
A. Has a private consortium funded the groundbreaking research for the past two years? 
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B. The private consortium has funded the groundbreaking research for the past two years? 
C. Did a private consortium fund the groundbreaking research for the past two years? 
D. A private consortium has been funding the groundbreaking research for the past two 

years? 
12. Fill in the blank with the correctly spelled word: 

“The student received a ______ for her excellent research paper.”  
A. sitation 
B. citasion 
C. citattion 
D. citation 

13. Which word can best replace sarcasm? 
The stranger's eyes sparkled with a mixture of challenge and sarcasm. 
A. Kindness 
B. Mockery 
C. Encouragement 
D. Compliment 

14. Which word refers to graceful and balanced behavior? 
A. Clumsy 
B. Poise 
C. Grit 
D. Frenzy 

15. Which of the following terms refers to the absence of government? 
A. Anarchy 
B. Democracy 
C. Monarchy 
D. Oligarchy 

16. Select the most appropriate antonym of the word: Ebullient 
A. Depressed 
B. Cheerful 
C. Joyful 
D. Enthusiastic 

17. Choose the most suitable option to replace the highlighted part of the sentence: 
Paresh eats hardly only food.  
A. hardly any food 
B. any hardly food 
C. food hardly any 
D. food not hardly 

18. Select the most appropriate synonym of the word: QUIXOTIC 
A. Practical 
B. Idealistic 
C. Realistic 
D. Sensible 

19. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate conjunction: 
You can take the early train, _____ you'll have to wait for the afternoon one. 
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A. and 
B. unless 
C. otherwise 
D. although 

20. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate preposition: 
She is proficient _____ several programming languages, including Python and Java. 
A. at 
B. on 
C. in 
D. with 
Comprehension  
I’m 21, and all my life I’ve been (1) ____ about the future. It’s not getting better. There are a 
lot of things that worry me – no job prospects even with a degree under my (2) ___ ; I won’t be 
able to find a partner who will respect me; I’ll never own a house. And outside these, of 
course, I’m worried about climate change and global politics. 
The advice I have been offered is to “not think about it” or “focus on what I personally can 
control”. But I have dreams and aspirations; I want to be a writer and an artist and I am 
working harder than ever to make those things happen, even if AI might make those fields 
even more competitive. So my question is: How do I balance my dreams and aspirations 
practically, and take care of myself, without living in a (3)___ ? 
Eleanor says: There’s a widespread idea that taking care of ourselves means retreating from 
these problems, and the task is to work out how much (4) ____ is too much. I think this is a lie 
sold by people who want us to consider epsom salts a form of resistance. I think a lot of us 
could afford to stop looking for ways to feel better and start looking for ways to fight, in part 
because fighting can be the best way to feel better. The struggle is the route to the comfort. 
Think about a similar phenomenon, when facing a massive to-do list. It’s so overwhelming that 
I feel bad; I feel so bad I can’t start; I need to do something comforting now so I can feel OK 
enough to start later. As you’ll know, though, there is no (5)____ like actually facing the 
problem. Any form of relief that involves turning away is so brittle by comparison. Your body 
knows it’s only hiding. 

21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)? 
A. depressed 
B. fearful 
C. stress 
D. anxious 

22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)? 
A. resume 
B. control 
C. belt 
D. sleeve 

23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)? 
A. fantasy 
B. denial 
C. bubble 
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D. vacuum 
24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)? 

A. escape 
B. retreat 
C. avoidance 
D. isolation 

25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)? 
A. therapy 
B. medicine 
C. healing 
D. analgesic 
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Answers 
1. D 2. B 3.C 4.B  5. C 6.A 7.D  8. B 9. C 10.A  11.A 12.D 

13. B 14.B 15.A 16.A 17.A 18.B 19.C 20.C 21.D 22.C 23.C 24.B 

25. D              [Practice Exercise]  

Explanations 

1. D)  The delayed decennial population survey will capture detailed individual caste identities 
beyond just the SC and ST categories. 
Line from passage: "The caste enumeration will take place in the second phase and will involve 
asking every individual their caste, rather than merely recording whether they belong to a 
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe..." This matches the passage exactly; it will capture 
detailed individual identities beyond just SC/ST. 
Option A (Incorrect): Line from passage: "The dominant thinking then was that counting caste 
communities would only reinforce the institution of caste that the state wanted to dismantle." 
The passage states this was the thinking behind the decision, but it never states that it 
dismantled the system. 
Option B (Incorrect): Line from passage: "...producing over 46 lakh distinct caste names and 8 
crore data errors, rendering the dataset unusable. Most of its findings remain unpublished." 
The passage explicitly notes the 2011 data was unusable and mostly unpublished, making 
"reliable" incorrect. 
Option C (Incorrect): Line from passage: "Mr. Modi had earlier derided the idea as a sign of 
“urban Naxal” thinking..." The government made a "turnaround" in 2025, meaning they have 
not supported it. 

2. B)  It represents a paradox where the state aims for a casteless society while utilizing caste for 
welfare. 
Line from passage: "On the one hand, state policies sought to create a casteless society, while 
on the other, they also accounted for caste identities for positive discrimination... This dual 
approach to caste... has created a paradox that continues to this day." It accurately synthesizes 
the core paradox of wanting a casteless society while utilizing caste for affirmative action. 
Option A (Incorrect): Line from passage: "The annihilation of caste must remain a goal..." The 
passage states annihilation is still a goal, meaning discrimination has not been eradicated. 
Option C (Incorrect): Line from passage: "...is helpful if viewed alongside other socioeconomic 
indices to better target welfare measures and ensure representation." The passage explicitly 
argues that it is helpful for targeting welfare measures, contradicting this option. 
Option D (Incorrect): Line from passage: "...the RSS had warned that such surveys were 
attempts to fracture Hindu society." The passage points out lingering anxieties and societal 
frictions, rather than saying conflicts are resolved. 

3. C)  While counting sub-identities cements social divisions, it remains an indispensable 
mechanism for equitable public administration. 
Line from passage: "A caste census detracts from the effort to eradicate caste as it ossifies 
identities, but is helpful if viewed alongside other socioeconomic indices to better target 
welfare measures and ensure representation." This option accurately synthesizes the main 
thesis: the tension between identity ossification (cementing divisions) and governance utility 
(indispensable administration tool). 
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Option A (Incorrect): Line from passage: "The Supreme Court was not wrong to dismiss a 
petition... The Modi government is still grappling with the challenge..." The passage treats the 
2011 technical defects as a hurdle to be solved, not as definitive proof that census collection is 
impossible. 
Option B (Incorrect): Line from passage: "Mr. Modi had earlier derided... The Congress, too, 
had made a dramatic turnaround..." While political shifts are mentioned to set the context, the 
core focus of the passage is on policy, governance, and the philosophical paradox of caste. 
Option D (Incorrect): Line from passage: "The Supreme Court was not wrong to dismiss a 
petition... The Modi government is still grappling with the challenge..." The judiciary merely 
cleared the legal pathway by dismissing the petition; it cannot guarantee that executive 
implementation will be free from errors. 

4. B)  It impairs the precision of state welfare allocation by depriving administrators of updated 
community demographic metrics. 
Line from passage: "The delay in the Census has a bearing on planning of all sorts. In India, a 
considerable portion of state policy is directly or indirectly linked to the caste profile of the 
target group." 
Option B says the same: The delay hurts the accuracy (impairs precision) of how welfare is 
given out because it starves officials of fresh, updated population data (demographic metrics). 
A is wrong: Option A says the delay has "minimal impact." The passage explicitly says it has a 
big impact on "planning of all sorts." It directly contradicts the passage. 
C is wrong: Option C says the delay gave the government a great opportunity to "successfully 
redesign" their methods. But the passage says the government is "still grappling" (still 
struggling) with the method. They haven't fixed it yet. 
D is wrong: Option D talks about helping social organizations "neutralize political polarization." 
The passage never says the delay fixed political tension. It only mentions that the RSS was 
worried about society fracturing. The delay didn't solve that worry. 

5. C)  Objective and evaluative 
The author sums up the structural duality perfectly: "A caste census detracts from the effort to 
eradicate caste as it ossifies identities, but is helpful if viewed alongside other socioeconomic 
indices..." The phrase proves the author is looking at both sides of the coin objectively. They 
evaluate the structural flaw ("ossifies identities") right next to the structural benefit ("better 
target welfare"). 

6. A)  3 4 1 2 

Sentence 3, ऩैयाग्राप की शुरुआत भें आएगा क्मोंकक मह उस "factual ground" को तैमाय कयता है जो 
बायत के प्रामद्वीऩीम हहस्से भें अप्रैर औय भई की बीषण गभी (intense heating) को introduce कयता 
है। मह ऩूये ववषम का भुख्म आधाय ऩेश कयता है। 

Sentence 4, Sentence 3 के फाद आएगा क्मोंकक इसभें भौजूद "During this period" शब्द सीधे तौय ऩय 3 

भें हदए गए 'April and May' के सभम की ओय इशाया कयते हैं। मह एक अननवामय लरॊक फनाता है जो फताता 
है कक इस दौयान हवा कैसे नीच ेआकय गभय होती है। 
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Sentence 1, Sentence 4 के फाद आएगा क्मोंकक इसभें भौजूद "This sinking and warming effect" शब्द 

सीधे तौय ऩय 4 भें फताई गई 'air slowly sinks down... and warms up' की प्रकिमा की ओय इशाया कयते 
हैं। मह स्ऩष्ट कयता है कक इस प्रबाव के कायण फादर नह ॊ फन ऩाते। 

Sentence 2, Sentence 1 के फाद आएगा क्मोंकक मह ऩूये scenario को एक "conclusion" की ओय रे 

जाता है। इसभें "these extreme atmospheric conditions" का जजि है जो सीधे तौय ऩय 3, 4 औय 1 भें 
फताई गई सबी जस्थनतमों स ेजुड़ता है, औय इन सफके एक साथ फने यहन ेसे 'heatwave' के आने की फात 

कहकय ताककय क प्रवाह को ऩयूा कयता है। 

Sentence 3 comes at the beginning because it identifies the factual ground by introducing the 
primary subject: the intense heating of the ground in peninsular India during April and May. 
Sentence 4 follows 3 because the phrase "During this period" creates a mandatory link 
pointing directly back to the specific timeframe of 'April and May' mentioned in 3. It introduces 
the next step in the weather pattern (air sinking and warming up). 
Sentence 1 follows 4 as it uses the phrase "This sinking and warming effect" to create a 
mandatory link pointing directly to the action where 'air slowly sinks down... and warms up' 
described in 4. It explains the immediate consequence of this effect (suppressing cloud 
formation). 
Sentence 2 follows 1 as the conclusion. It uses the phrase "these extreme atmospheric 
conditions" to create a mandatory link directly back to all the preceding weather phenomena 
described in 3, 4, and 1, concluding with the ultimate result of a heatwave occurring, thereby 
completing the logical flow. 

7. D)  ‘rack, wrack’ का use होगा क्मोंकक ऩूये सॊदबय भें sentence भें ऩहरे बाग भें “rack his brains” एक 

fixed idiomatic expression है जजसका अथय है फहुत जोय डारकय सोचना। दसूये बाग भें “shore strewn 

with wrack” भें “wrack” का अथय सभुद्र ककनाये ऩड़ी सभुद्र  घास, अवशषे मा drift material होता है। 

इसलरए ऩहरा blank “rack” औय दसूया “wrack” सफसे उऩमुक्त हैं। 

 ‘rack, wrack’ should be used because in the entire context, the first part uses the fixed 
idiom “rack his brains”, meaning to think intensely or strain one’s mind. In the second 
part, “shore strewn with wrack” uses “wrack” meaning seaweed or debris washed ashore. 
Thus, “rack” fits the first blank and “wrack” fits the second most appropriately. 

8. B)  Antipathy (noun) – Strong and deep dislike or hatred toward someone or something गहय  
औय प्रफर घणृा / अरुचच 

• Envy (noun) – Feeling of wanting what someone else has ईष्माय / जरन 

• Empathy (noun) – Ability to understand and share others’ feelings सहानुबूनत (दसूयों की 
बावना सभझना) 

• Sympathy (noun) – Feeling of pity or sorrow for someone’s misfortune दमा / करुणा 
9. C)  ‘berth, berth’ का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक ऩूये सॊदबय भें sentence येरवे कोच की जस्थनत को दशाय यहा है। 

“upper berth” का अथय होता है टे्रन भें ऊऩय  सोन ेकी सीट, औय “give a wide berth” का अथय होता है दयू  
फनाए यखना मा जगह देना। इसलरए दोनों स्थानों ऩय “berth” ह  सफस ेउऩमकु्त ववकल्ऩ है। 
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 ‘berth, berth’ should be used because in the entire context, the sentence indicates a 
railway coach setting. “upper berth” refers to the upper sleeping bunk in a train, and 
“give a wide berth” means to maintain distance or give space. Hence, “berth” fits 
correctly in both blanks. 

10. A)  Significant changes are expected to have been brought about in the department by the 
new CEO by the end of the year. 

Active से Passive Voice भें फदरने के लरए Active वाक्म का Object Passive वाक्म का Subject फन 

जाता है औय Verb-structure को उसी अथय औय Tense भें यखा जाता है। हदए गए वाक्म भें “is expected 

to have brought about…” सॊयचना Prediction/Expectation + Perfect Infinitive को दशायती है। 

Passive भें फदरते सभम Object “significant changes” Subject फन गमा है औय Verb को “to have 

been brought about” भें फदरा गमा है तथा Agent “by the new CEO” जोड़ा गमा है। अॊत भें Phrase 

“by the end of the year” मथावत यखा गमा है। 

To change from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence becomes the subject 
of the passive sentence, and the verb structure must be transformed while keeping the same 
tense and meaning. In this sentence, “significant changes” becomes the subject, and the 
expectation structure “is expected to have brought about” changes to “are expected to have 
been brought about.” The agent “by the new CEO” is added, and the phrase “by the end of the 
year” remains unchanged. 

11. A)  Has a private consortium funded the groundbreaking research for the past two years? 

Passive से Active Voice भें फदरने के लरए Passive वाक्म का Object हटकय Active वाक्म का Object 

फन जाता है, औय Passive Verb-form को उसी Tense के Active रूऩ भें फदरा जाता है। हदए गए वाक्म भें 
“Has … been funded” Present Perfect Passive interrogative सॊयचना है। Active भें फदरते सभम 

Verb “has funded” (Present Perfect Active) फन जाता है तथा Agent “a private consortium” 

Subject फन जाता है। फाकी जानकाय  “for the past two years” मथावत यखी जाती है औय 

Interrogative सॊयचना बी यहती है। 

To change from Passive to Active Voice, the passive verb structure “has … been funded” 
(Present Perfect Passive interrogative) becomes “has funded” (Present Perfect Active), the 
agent “a private consortium” becomes the subject, and the object “the groundbreaking 
research” remains the object. The phrase “for the past two years” remains unchanged, and the 
question form is maintained. 

12. D)  The correctly spelled word is “citation” which means a formal reference or 

acknowledgement प्रशॊसा / उद्धयण / उल्रेख। 

13. B)  ‘Mockery’ का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक sentence भें “sarcasm” उस बाव को दशाय यहा है जजसभें ककसी 
फात को चटुकी, तॊज मा व्मॊग्म के रूऩ भें कहा मा व्मक्त ककमा जाता है। इस सॊदबय भें “sarcasm” का अथय 
तॊज होता है, जो “mockery” के सफसे ननकट है। 

• ‘Mockery’ should be used because in the sentence “sarcasm” indicates a tone of 
teasing or ridiculing rather than praise or encouragement. Hence, “mockery” is the 
most appropriate replacement in meaning. 
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14. B)  Poise (noun) – Graceful, balanced and confident behavior सॊतुलरत, सुसॊमलभत औय गरयभाऩूणय 
व्मवहाय 

• Clumsy (adj.) – Awkward or lacking grace अनाड़ी / बद्दा 
• Grit (noun) – Courage and determination साहस औय दृढ़ता 
• Frenzy (noun) – Wild or uncontrolled excitement उन्भाद / उतेजना 

15. A)  Anarchy (noun) – Absence of government or authority शासन-व्मवस्था का अबाव / अव्मवस्था 
• Democracy (noun) – Government by the people प्रजातॊत्र / रोकतॊत्र 

• Monarchy (noun) – Government by a king or queen याजतॊत्र 

• Oligarchy (noun) – Government by a small group of people अल्ऩतॊत्र 

16. A)  Ebullient (adjective) – full of energy, cheerful, enthusiastic, high-spirited उत्साह  / जोशीरा 
Antonym: Depressed (adjective) – sad, low-spirited, lacking energy उदास / ननरुत्साहहत 

• Cheerful (adjective) – happy and bright प्रसन्न 

• Joyful (adjective) – full of joy or delight आनॊहदत 

• Enthusiastic (adjective) – showing intense interest or excitement उत्साह  
17. A)  hardly any food का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक महाॉ ‘hardly’ का अथय ‘फहुत कभ’ के रूऩ भें प्रमुक्त है औय 

इसके फाद ‘any + noun’ की सॊयचना आती है; जैस—े He ate hardly any rice. 

• hardly any food will be used because here ‘hardly’ means ‘very little’ and it follows the 
structure ‘hardly + any + noun’; Like— He ate hardly any rice. 

18. B)  Quixotic (adjective) – idealistic, unrealistic, guided by lofty but impractical ideas 

अव्मावहारयक रूऩ से आदशयवाद  
Synonym: Idealistic (adjective) – guided by noble ideals rather than practicality आदशयवाद  

• Practical (adjective) – realistic, workable व्मावहारयक 

• Realistic (adjective) – based on facts, sensible मथाथयवाद  
• Sensible (adjective) – showing good judgment सभझदाय 

19. C)  ‘otherwise’ का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक sentence भें दो ववकल्ऩ हदए गए हैं — मा तो तुभ early टे्रन रे 

रो, वयना afternoon वार  का इॊतजाय कयना ऩड़गेा। महाॉ ऩरयणाभ/ऩरयणाभ-स्वरूऩ वारा contrast 

हदखामा गमा है, जजसके लरए otherwise सफस ेउचचत conjunction होता है। 

• ‘otherwise’ should be used because the sentence presents a conditional alternative — 
take the early train, or else you must wait for the afternoon one. This consequence-
based contrast fits naturally with otherwise, making it the most appropriate choice. 

20. C)  ‘in’ का प्रमोग होगा क्मोंकक proficiency के साथ साभान्मत् preposition in प्रमोग होता है जफ ककसी 
कौशर, ववषम मा बाषा की फात हो यह  हो। Sentence भें कहा गमा है कक वह कई programming 

languages भें proficient है, इसलरए in सफस ेसह  औय standard usage है। 
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• ‘in’ should be used because the adjective proficient normally takes the preposition in 
when referring to a skill, subject, or language. Here, the sentence states she is skilled in 
multiple programming languages, making in the most appropriate choice. 

21. D)  anxious (चचॊनतत / घफयामा हुआ) सह  है। भनोववऻान औय english के आभ उऩमोग (standard 

usage) भें, बववष्म (future) को रेकय होने वार  चचॊता मा घफयाहट को हभेशा 'anxious' कहा जाता है। 

depressed (उदास) आभ तौय ऩय फीती हुई फातों (past) मा वतयभान जस्थनत के लरए होता है। fearful (डया 
हुआ) एक फड़ा grammar का trap है क्मोंकक इसके साथ हभेशा 'of' आता है (fearful of the future), 

'about' नह ॊ। stress (तनाव) एक noun है, जफकक वाक्मों की फनावट के अनुसाय हभें महाॉ अवस्था फतान े

के लरए adjective (ववशषेण) की जरूयत है। 

 The correct answer is "anxious" because in standard psychological and English usage, 
unease specifically directed toward the future is termed anxiety. "Depressed" typically 
refers to feelings about the past or present state. "Fearful" is a major grammatical trap; it 
strictly requires the preposition "of" (fearful of), not "about." "Stress" is a noun, whereas 
the sentence structure requires an adjective. 

22. C)  belt (फेल्ट / ऩट्टा) सह  है। अॊगे्रजी के आभ उऩमोग (standard usage) भें, जफ कोई इॊसान कोई डडग्री, 
कौशर मा अनुबव हालसर कय रेता है, तो idiom के तौय ऩय हभेशा "under one's belt" कहा जाता है। 

resume (फामोडाटा) अथय के हहसाफ से (meaning trap) है; आऩ डडग्री 'resume' ऩय लरखते हैं, उसके 'नीचे' 
(under) नह ॊ। control (ननमॊत्रण) का डडग्री से कोई सीधा सॊफॊध नह ॊ है। sleeve (आस्तीन) का इस्तेभार 

निऩ ेहुए याज मा तयकीफों के लरए होता है (up my sleeve), हालसर की गई डडग्री के लरए नह ॊ। 

 The correct answer is "belt" because in standard English usage, the specific idiom for 
having achieved a degree, qualification, or experience is "under one's belt." "Resume" is a 
strong meaning trap; while logically related to a degree, you put a degree "on" a resume, 
not "under" it. "Control" doesn't collocate with a degree. "Sleeve" is used for hidden 
tricks (up one's sleeve), not earned qualifications. 

23. C)  bubble (फुरफुरा / अऩनी ह  सुयक्षऺत दनुनमा) सह  है। फाहय  दनुनमा की सभस्माओॊ स ेऩूय  तयह 

कटकय अऩनी एक सुयक्षऺत दनुनमा भें जीने को "living in a bubble" कहा जाता है। denial (सच्चाई से भुॊह 

भोड़ना) एक (grammar trap) है; अॊगे्रजी भें "in denial" कहा जाता है, "in a denial" नह ॊ। fantasy 

(कल्ऩना) का भतरफ कोई जादईु मा अवास्तववक दनुनमा है, जफकक महाॉ लसपय  दनुनमा की फुय  खफयों से 
फचने की फात हो यह  है। vacuum (खार ऩन) का भतरफ एक ऐसी जगह है जहाॉ कुि न हो, मह 'सुयऺा' मा 
'फचाव' का अथय नह ॊ देता। 

 The correct answer is "bubble" because in standard English usage, isolating oneself in a 
sheltered, safe environment away from harsh realities is termed "living in a bubble." 
"Denial" is a massive grammatical trap; the standard phrase is "in denial" without the 
article "a". "Fantasy" implies magical or positive delusions, not just shielding oneself. 
"Vacuum" simply implies emptiness, lacking the nuanced meaning of a protective shield. 

24. B)  retreat (ऩीिे हटना / फचाव भें निऩना) सह  है। वाक्म के ऩहरे हहस्से भें "retreating" (ऩीिे हटना) 
शब्द का इस्तेभार हुआ है, औय रेखक उसी फात को ऩूया कयने के लरए इसका noun रूऩ (retreat) 
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इस्तेभार कय यहा है। escape (फचना), isolation (अकेराऩन), औय avoidance (नजयअॊदाज कयना) तीनों 
ऩैसेज के ववषम (theme) से फहुत गहयाई स ेजुड़ ेहुए शब्द हैं, रेककन व ेवाक्मों की फनावट भें ऩहरे 

इस्तेभार हुए शब्द "retreating" से सीधा औय  (logical) जुड़ाव नह ॊ फना ऩाते। 

 The correct answer is "retreat" because it acts as the direct noun counterpart to the verb 
"retreating" used in the exact same sentence, maintaining perfect lexical cohesion. 
"Escape," "isolation," and "avoidance" are excellent thematic distractors, but they break 
the direct, logical link established by the author in the first half of the sentence. 

25. D)  analgesic (ददय ननवायक / ददय सुन्न कयन ेवार  चीज) सह  है। ऩैसेज भें सभस्माओॊ का साभना न कयने 
को एक 'पौय  याहत' (relief) फतामा गमा है, जो लसपय  ददय को सुन्न कयता है। therapy (थेयेऩी) औय 

healing (इराज / बयना) दोनों फहुत रॊफी औय सकायात्भक प्रकिमाएॊ (positive processes) हैं, जफकक 

ऩैसेज 'epsom salts' जैसी पौय  औय सुन्न कयन ेवार  चीजों की फात कय यहा है। medicine (दवा) फहुत ह  
साभान्म शब्द है, जफकक 'analgesic' सट क रूऩ से लसपय  ददय लभटाने मा याहत देने के ववचाय (metaphor) 

को दशायता है। 

 The correct answer is "analgesic" because the passage compares avoiding problems to 

temporary pain relief (numbing), which is exactly what an analgesic does. "Therapy" and 

"healing" are long-term, positive processes that actually solve problems, which 

contradicts the metaphor of quick, avoidant relief (like epsom salts). "Medicine" is too 

broad; an analgesic specifically targets the "relief" mentioned in the next sentence. 
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