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From black to grey: on the Sample Registration System - Statistical Report,

2024
India needs to prepare for a future with an ageing population

If India wanted proof of its shifting demographic status, then the latest SRS bulletin, 2024 has
provided just that. The figures from the Sample Registration System — Statistical Report, 2024, offer
incontrovertible proof — falling fertility rate, low crude birth rate — to show that India’s pace of

population growth is considerably slowing down. While the pundits predict at least three decades of
population growth for the country, the plunging fertility rate certainly commands pause for
contemplation and forward planning, for India to crest a crisis that several nations are struggling to
manage. India’s Total Fertility Rate has dropped to 1.9, lower than the replacement level of 2.1,

aided, in large, by a falling birth rate. As per the latest SRS data, India’s birth rate fell from 21 in 2014
to 18.3 in 2024; while death rate marginally went down from 6.7 to 6.4. The country is well on its way
from population ‘explosion’ to one of ageing population and shrinking workforce expansion. India
might still reap its demographic dividend — the median age in India is 29.2 years, in stark contrast to

China (median age of 40.2), and several other European nations. In 2026, India has approximately 370
to 380 million youth, aged 15-29 years, representing roughly 27% of the country’s population.
Estimates also put India’s below 35 years population at over 65% of the total, making it one of the
world’s youngest cohorts.

In demographic terms, falling birth rate reflects a decline in fertility, linked to factors such as
urbanisation, better education, access to contraception, and the desire for smaller families. India’s
high life expectancy at birth (72 years) and dipping death rate offer the other side of the transition
paradigm, implying better access to health care. India needs to reassess the path ahead and pivot to
prepare for the needs of a future greying nation, when the demographic dividend disappears. The SRS
data, however, flags a more immediate concern too — one of vast regional and rural/urban
disparities. Overall, performance in rural areas is not on a par with the urban centres, and the

southern States continue to stay ahead of the northern States. Overall, child survival improvements
are real (the Infant Mortality Rate has fallen to 24) but high-burden States in the north are still at a

much higher IMR. States and areas that lag will need targeted interventions, whether it is access to

health care, awareness or education facilities to effect a national convergence. \[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11

12.

Vocabulary
13.

Ageing (adjective) - aging, senescent,
doddering, declining, maturing a‘:_&’glt?-ll

Incontrovertible (adjective) - indisputable,
undeniable, irrefutable, unassailable,

categorical 3hIcT

Fertility rate (noun) - the ratio of live births
in an area to the population of that area
Uolelel 6X

Crude birth rate (noun) - the number of
live births occurring among the population
of a given geographical area during a given
year, per 1,000 mid-year total population
of the given geographical area during the

same year T ST A Y
Pace (noun) - speed, rate, tempo, velocity,
momentum 31T

Considerably (adverb) - significantly,
substantially, appreciably, markedly,

greatly Il &6 dh
Pundits (noun) - experts, authorities,
specialists, scholars, savants ICEL

Predict (verb) - forecast, foresee,
prophesy, prognosticate, envision

HATasTaroft T
Decade (noun) - period of ten years GRlsh
Plunging (adjective) - plummeting, diving,

dropping, falling, sinking doiT & ﬁRFITg’&]T

. Contemplation (noun) - reflection,

deliberation, consideration, meditation,
thought IBRG

Crest (verb) - peak, climax, summit, crown,

topr\I@Tqu?IﬂT

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Total fertility rate (noun) - the average
number of children that would be born to

a woman over her lifetime SWQGIFI?-TE.T
Aid (verb) - assist, help, support, facilitate,
succor g dTl il

. In large(phrase) - largely, mainly, mostly,

primarily, to a great extent FIHI §¢ doh
Shrinking (adjective) - diminishing,
contracting, dwindling, decreasing,

lessening ﬁl’i@ﬂTgﬂT

Expansion (noun) - growth, enlargement,
proliferation, extension, development

farar
Reap (verb) - harvest, obtain, gain, derive,
secure olTH 3STT

Demographic dividend (noun) - the
economic growth potential that can result
from shifts in a population’s age structure

AT EI T ATHTET
In stark contrast to(phrase) - totally

different from, completely opposite to,
diametrically opposed to, unlike, divergent

from o Taadra

Cohorts (noun) - groups, categories,
segments, bands, sets ?D:I‘\B'

Reflect (verb) - indicate, show, manifest,
demonstrate, display UGH

Urbanisation (noun) - the process by which
more people move to towns and cities,
leading to the growth of urban areas

HRRIETU
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Contraception (noun) - birth control,
family planning, prophylaxis, prevention,

antifertility AT faRIes
Dipping (adjective) - falling, dropping,
declining, sinking, decreasing ﬁR?ITg'}lT

Transition (noun) - change, shift,
conversion, metamorphosis,

transformation HghaeOT

Paradigm(noun) - model, pattern,
framework, archetype, standard AT
Imply (verb) - suggest, insinuate, indicate,
denote, signify Tohdl Sall

Reassess (verb) - reevaluate, reconsider,

review, rethink, re-examine WI’EIT-I'

CRGI
Flag (verb) - signal, highlight, indicate,
identify, mark I =T

31.

32

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Disparities (noun) - inequalities,
imbalances, discrepancies, gaps, variations

w

HATAATT

. On a par with (phrase) - equal to, level

with, matching, comparable to, equivalent
to o ST

Infant mortality rate (noun) - the number
of deaths of infants under one year old per

1,000 live births fRII Feg &I

Lag(verb) - trail, fall behind, straggle,
linger, delay ﬁfﬁ?—ﬂ

Intervention (noun) - interference,
involvement, mediation, arbitration,
stepping in Wﬂq

Effect (verb) - achieve, accomplish, bring
about, execute, carry out &TATedd il

Convergence(noun) - union, meeting,
intersection, merging, coming together

FfAERor
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The editorial discusses India’s changing demographic pattern based on the Sample Registration
System — Statistical Report, 2024.
India’s population growth is slowing significantly due to a sharp decline in fertility and birth
rates.
India’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) has fallen to 1.9, which is below the replacement level of 2.1.
The birth rate declined from 21 in 2014 to 18.3 in 2024.
The death rate also slightly decreased from 6.7 to 6.4 during the same period.
These trends indicate that India is moving from a phase of population explosion to an ageing
population.
A shrinking expansion of the workforce may become a future challenge for the country.
Despite this transition, India still possesses a strong demographic dividend because of its
young population.
India’s median age is 29.2 years, much lower than countries like China and many European
nations.
Around 370-380 million Indians are in the 15—-29 age group, forming nearly 27% of the total
population.
More than 65% of India’s population is below 35 years of age, making India one of the
youngest nations globally.
Falling fertility is linked to urbanisation, improved education, better access to contraception,
and preference for smaller families.
Increased life expectancy (72 years) and lower death rates reflect improvements in healthcare
facilities.
The editorial warns that India must prepare for the future needs of an ageing or “greying”
population before the demographic dividend disappears.
The report also highlights serious regional and rural-urban disparities, especially in healthcare
and child survival rates, requiring targeted government interventions in lagging States.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based
1. Which of the following statement(s) can be logically deduced from the passage?

i.  Socioeconomic progress and shifting lifestyle preferences contribute to the reduction
in national reproduction rates.

ii. Internal imbalances in key health indicators necessitate regional administrative focus to
achieve uniform progress.

A. lonly
B. Il only
C. Bothlandll

D. Noneoflandll
2. Which of the following statements is TRUE regarding India’s current demographic situation

as per the passage?

A. The marginal decline in the death rate suggests that the country is successfully enhancing
its healthcare accessibility.

B. The reduction in the Total Fertility Rate to 1.9 indicates that India has reached a state of
population stability.

C. The current median age of the population ensures that India will maintain its competitive
edge over China for many decades.

D. High life expectancy combined with falling birth rates reflects a shift toward a more
developed societal structure

3. What is the underlying implication of the demographic trends mentioned in the SRS 2024

report?

A. The reduction in fertility rates suggests that the socio-economic factors influencing family
size are becoming uniform across different geographical and social sectors.

B. The current demographic dividend provides a window of opportunity that allows the
nation to delay the implementation of complex social security reforms.

C. The improvement in national health indicators indicates that the existing regional
disparities are a result of historical factors rather than current policy gaps.

D. The falling birth rate signifies a transition where the focus of public policy might need to
shift from controlling growth to managing structural change.

4. According to the author, what should be the primary focus for India’s "forward planning"?
A. Developing infrastructure and systems that cater to the requirements of an increasingly
elderly population.
B. Implementing targeted health interventions in rural areas to bring them on par with urban
demographic standards.
C. Utilizing the current window of a young workforce to strengthen the economy before the
demographic shift occurs.
D. Enhancing access to contraception and education to maintain the current downward trend
in fertility rates.
5. Identify the grammatical role of "but" in the line:
"Overall, child survival improvements are real (the Infant Mortality Rate has fallen to 24) but
high-burden States in the north are still at a much higher IMR."
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10.

11.

12.

. Subordinating Conjunction

Coordinating Conjunction

Adversative Preposition

. Intransitive Adverb

From the alternatives given below, select the correct meaning of the idiom.

Be up to the minute.

A. At the last possible instant or opportunity

B. To wait or pause

C. To be as current as is possible

D. Atavery rapid pace

Choose the correctly spelt word from the given options.

A. Compitetor

B. Compititor

C. Compettitor

D. Competitor

Match the word with its closest synonym. Word: Cautious

A. Reckless

B. Careful

C. Quick

D. Confident

Choose the misspelt word from the given options.

A. Occurrence

B. Apparent

C. Privilage

D. Parallel

Choose the word that is the most appropriate synonym of the word “grin”.

A. Cry

B. Shout

C. Smile

D. Yawn

There are four underlined words in the sentence given below. One of them is misspelt.
Choose the option with the misspelt word.

The witness gave a credible statement, free from ambiguities, and consistant with established
precedents.

A. credible

B. ambiguities

C. consistant

D. precedents

Directions: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named P, Q, R, and S.
Read the sentences and find out which of the four combinations gives the logically correct
order.

S1: Mount Tokachi erupted suddenly with a tremendous roar, which was heard twenty miles
away.

A
B.
C
D
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13.

14.

15.

16.

P: The physical damage to the settlement is already severe, with official reports stating that
sixty houses have been buried under lava.

Q: In response to this terrifying sound, the inhabitants of Miye town, located at the foot of the
volcano, fled in panic.

R: Alongside this structural destruction, the immediate human cost is alarming, as one
hundred and twenty miners are missing inside the local sulphur mine.

S: Consequently, this town is now considered seriously endangered, and all train services to it
have been completely suspended.

S6: Adding to the tragedy of these trapped miners, later messages from Hokkaido state that
thousands of farmers are also missing amidst varying casualty reports.

A. SQPR

B. PRSQ

C. QSPR

D. QPRS

Which sentence is correct?

A. He wrote a long later to his friend.

B. He wrote a long litter to his friend.

C. He wrote a long latter to his friend.

D. He wrote a long letter to his friend.

Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to “amusing”.

A. Humorous

B. Boring
C. Entertaining
D. Witty

Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.

A person who spends too much.

A. Miser

B. Spendthrift

C. Generous

D. Philanthropist

Directions: Given below are four jumbled sentences from a passage. Pick the option that gives

their logically correct order.
Responding to this terrifying situation, authorities immediately pressed multiple SDRF and
Army rescue teams into service.
After six hours of relentless effort, these deployed teams successfully ensured the safe
evacuation of every single person.
A sudden technical fault at the Gulmarg cable car suspended services, leaving over 300
tourists dangling mid-air in their cabins.

Panic quickly gripped these stranded individuals as the weather turned inclement, with
strong winds and heavy rains lashing the region.

A 3412

B. 3142

C. 4321

D. 1243
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Choose the word that is the antonym of Forbidden.

A. Prohibited

B. Allowed

C. Restricted

D. Barred

Select the correct alternative to fill in the blank with the correct preposition in the following
sentence.

My neighbour is envious me for my new car.

A. for

B. on

C. of

D. to

Choose the correct passive voice transformation of the sentence:

They are building a new shopping mall.

A. A new shopping mall has been built by them.

B. A new shopping mall is being built by them.

C. A new shopping mall is built by them.

D. A new shopping mall was being built by them.

A part of the following sentence is underlined. Choose the option that can replace the
underlined part to improve the sentence. In case Options A, B and C are not found suitable,
choose Option D: “No Improvement Required.”

The speaker warned that the economy would hang on a thin thread if corruption continued
unchecked.

A. hang by a thin thread

B. hang upon a thin thread

C. hang with a thin thread

D. No improvement required

Comprehension

As | sat in the balcony of my third floor flat, chilling out with a hot cuppa and watching the
construction of a building in the diagonally opposite plot of land, | cannot help wondering how
much time, manpower, precision and skill goes into the job of creating something new, be it
anything from concrete to canvas.

Destruction, in contrast, seems to occur easily and fast. Nature’s ways of destruction happen
on its own terms and it is beyond our comprehensive abilities; and the destruction caused by
humans themselves — deliberate devastations caused by (1) nations — seems to happen
with so much abandon and (2)

From time to time, (3) events, historic upheavals and wars have caused mammoth
destructions and unimaginable trauma and have led the world and humanity almost to a
teetering state of collapse. (4) , the world and the human tribe have stood their ground.
When | was young, whenever a global calamity of unforeseen and unpredictable nature
occurred, my grandparents used to make a (5) ___ statement: “Time for end of the world is
nearing!” | used to get befuddled and frightened by this apocalyptic statement and used to
think of numerous possibilities of how the world could end. Notwithstanding all these, the
world and the human tribe have stood their ground.
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21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)?
A. conciliatory

B. belligerent
C. magnanimous
D. reticent

22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)?
A. compunction
B. solicitude
C. altruism
D. callousness
23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)?
A. cataclysmic
B. quotidian
C. serendipitous
D. ephemeral
24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)?
A. consequently
B. notwithstanding
C. nevertheless
D. moreover
25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)?
A. innocuous
B. propitious
C. sanguine
D. sinister
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Answers
1. C 2A 3D 4A 5B 6.C 7.D 8B 9.C 10.C 11.C 12.C
13.D 148 15B 16.A 17B 18.C 19B 20.A 21B 22D 23A 24.C
25.D [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. C) Bothlandll
Statement | is CORRECT: Passage Line: "...falling birth rate reflects a decline in fertility, linked
to factors such as urbanisation, better education, access to contraception, and the desire for
smaller families." The passage explicitly connects the decline in fertility (reduction in
reproduction rates) to structural improvements like urbanization and better education
("socioeconomic progress") as well as the deliberate choice for smaller households ("shifting
lifestyle preferences").
Statement Il is correct: Passage: "The SRS data, however, flags a more immediate concern too
— one of vast regional and rural/urban disparities... States and areas that lag will need
targeted interventions... to effect a national convergence." The author flags internal
imbalances ("regional and rural/urban disparities") in baseline health metrics like the Infant
Mortality Rate. The passage states that lagging areas need customized support ("targeted
interventions") to achieve country-wide balance ("national convergence").

2. A) The marginal decline in the death rate suggests that the country is successfully
enhancing its healthcare accessibility.
Line from Passage: "...death rate marginally went down from 6.7 to 6.4... India’s high life
expectancy at birth (72 years) and dipping death rate offer the other side of the transition
paradigm, implying better access to health care."
Option A: It accurately reflects the author’s inference that lower death rates and higher life
expectancy imply better healthcare access.
B is Incorrect: The passage says India is "well on its way," but reaching 1.9 doesn't mean
stability is achieved; the population is still predicted to grow for three decades.
Cis Incorrect: The passage says India "might" reap the dividend, not that it "ensures" a
competitive edge. Furthermore, it warns that this dividend is temporary and will eventually
"disappear," contradicting the idea of it lasting for "many decades" without intervention.
D is Incorrect: While the passage links these changes to urbanization and education, it
characterizes the situation as a "transition paradigm" leading toward an "ageing population."
The phrase "developed societal structure" is a broad external conclusion not specifically used
by the author to define this shift.

3. D) The falling birth rate signifies a transition where the focus of public policy might need to
shift from controlling growth to managing structural change.
Line from Passage: "The figures from the Sample Registration System... offer incontrovertible
proof... to show that India’s pace of population growth is considerably slowing down... well on
its way from population ‘explosion’ to one of ageing population." (CORRECT): The SRS report
provides the "proof" that the "explosion" (growth) is over and the "ageing" (structural change)
has begun. Understanding this proof leads to the logical implication that policy must shift its
focus. It is directly based on the "shifting demographic status" the report provides.
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Option A (Incorrect): This option is factually contradicted by the report's findings. The SRS data
explicitly "flags" that performance is "not on a par," meaning the factors influencing these
trends are not consistent or uniform across the country.

Option B (Incorrect): The understanding of the SRS data (the plunging fertility) leads the author
to say it "commands" planning. Therefore, implying that the data allows for a "delay" in
reforms is a misunderstanding of the report's significance as described in the passage.

Option C (Incorrect): The report "flags" these disparities as an "immediate concern." An
understanding of this "flag" suggests that there are current "lags" needing "interventions"
(policy action), which contradicts the idea that the report implies these are merely "historical
factors" beyond the reach of current policy.

A) Developing infrastructure and systems that cater to the requirements of an increasingly
elderly population.

Passage: "...the plunging fertility rate certainly commands pause for contemplation and
forward planning... India needs to reassess the path ahead and pivot to prepare for the needs
of a future greying nation..." (CORRECT): The author explicitly links "forward planning" to the
fact that India is moving toward an "ageing population." The term "greying nation" refers to
the elderly, and the author suggests that the primary shift (pivot) in planning must be toward
their future needs.

Option B: (INCORRECT): While the author advocates for "targeted interventions," this is
described as an "immediate concern." In the context of the passage, "forward planning" refers
to the long-term structural demographic shift (the greying nation) rather than the immediate
task of fixing regional gaps.

Option C: (INCORRECT): Reaping the dividend is a current opportunity, but the "forward
planning" is specifically triggered by the "plunging fertility rate." The author’s warning is about
the "crisis" that comes after the dividend disappears, making the elderly the primary focus of
that planning.

Option D: (INCORRECT): The author notes that the fertility rate is already below the
replacement level. The "forward planning" is not about maintaining or accelerating the
decline, but about managing the consequences (an aging population) of the decline that has
already occurred.

B) Coordinating Conjunction

A coordinating conjunction joins two independent clauses of equal grammatical rank. In this
sentence, "Overall, child survival improvements are real" and "high-burden States in the north
are still at a much higher IMR" are both complete sentences that could stand alone. The word
"but" is acting as a coordinating conjunction to link these two complete ideas while
introducing a contrast.

(A) Subordinating Conjunction: Subordinating conjunctions (like although, because, or since)
join a dependent clause to an independent clause. "But" never functions as a subordinating
conjunction

(c) Adversative Preposition: While "but" can act as a preposition it must be followed by a noun
or pronoun object.

(d) Intransitive Adverb: An adverb modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. In this
context, "but" modifies neither the verb nor the adjective.
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6.

10.

11.

12.

C) Be up to the minute — idiom meaning to have or incorporate the most current, latest
information or developments; to be completely up to date. UhqH H<d- / AdIdH SHBR]
XY |

D) The correct spelling is ‘Competitor’, which means a person or organisation that competes

against others. qﬁl@@?/uﬁtﬁl- single

B) Cautious (adjective) — careful to avoid potential problems or dangers; not taking
unnecessary risks. qds IRSICEIGH
Synonym: Careful (adjective) — making sure of avoiding potential danger or problems by
thinking about things beforehand. HIdYUT |

¢ Reckless (adjective) — without thinking or caring about the consequences; opposite in

meaning to cautious. <ITUdIg |
e Quick (adjective) — moving or doing something fast; unrelated to the meaning of

cautious. aGI |

¢ Confident (adjective) — feeling or showing certainty; unrelated to the meaning of

cautious. C'rﬂ?lzlﬁ%lﬁl

C) The correct spelling of ‘Privilage’ is ‘Privilege’, which means a special right, advantage, or

immunity granted to a particular person or group. ICELIREARY
C) Grin (verb/noun) — to smile broadly, showing the teeth. Eﬁ@_ﬁﬂﬁv_ﬂl
Synonym: Smile (verb/noun) — to form one’s features into a pleased or kind expression; to
grin. XA
e Cry (verb) —to shed tears; expressing sadness or pain — opposite in emotional tone to
grin. I
e Shout (verb) —to speak or call out very loudly; unrelated to facial expression. e
e Yawn (verb) —to open the mouth wide due to tiredness or boredom; unrelated to
smiling. \_rlj%'l_ﬁcaTﬂl
C) The correct spelling of ‘consistant’ is ‘consistent’, which means acting or done in the same
way over time; not contradictory. {j%i‘ld / ThHHTT |
C) QSPR
Q, ﬁwaﬁ‘\ﬂFW (s1 %ER_CTW) | &ma@%sﬂﬁﬁq‘d "this terrifying sound" R[eq
%ﬂ?)?ﬁwv S1 ﬁ%Q‘TQ 'tremendous roar' (HITH®H TITrhT) &I WWW%I g "factual
ground" TR HT § o 3T ST SHTATS B YAHR Miye town B GRT GaRTHR HRT Y|
Sentence S, Sentence Q%@Td mmsﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ "this town" W@ﬁ?ﬁ?tﬁ er%q
U 'Miye town' &1 3R SRRTHIA & | T8 Uh AN s =11 © Sl SaTdl & b <
Y & §1¢ T8 TR TR § ¢ 3R dgf o a1 A T 3|
Sentence P, Sentence S %EI'I_CZ &W@TWW sH ddu 7 {ex FHGR (endangered) T Udh
i 1-ﬁﬁITIIW,:l'J:ITUT (physical damage) URT Bl %, gg §drd @%WWG@%%T@W
CCEI]
Sentence R, Sentence P a'TGﬂ_C{ mm%@ scenario ﬁw "conclusion" (S6 @%ﬁ)
&t G‘hT@lGl'lﬁT%l sﬂ'ﬁf "structural destruction" Wm%\—:ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁvw P ﬁ'ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ
W%, 3R RCTAL =920 J-I\rlcc'@l'ﬁ FoTgh b S6 (ﬁlﬂﬁ%q 'trapped miners' & Y1y
3 AT fH UMl &1 91d §) & dlided UdTg B R BT |
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Sentence Q comes at the beginning (after S1) because the phrase "this terrifying sound"
creates a mandatory link pointing directly back to the 'tremendous roar' mentioned in S1. It
establishes the factual ground of how the inhabitants of Miye town instinctively reacted to the
eruption.

Sentence S follows Q because the phrase "this town" creates a mandatory link pointing directly
back to 'Miye town' introduced in Q. It elaborates on the consequence of the situation, stating
that the town is endangered and train services are suspended.

Sentence P follows S as it provides concrete evidence of the danger mentioned in S, detailing
the physical destruction where sixty houses have been buried under lava.

Sentence R follows P as the conclusion (leading into S6). It uses the phrase "structural
destruction" to refer directly back to the buried houses in P, shifting the narrative focus to the
human cost (missing miners), which seamlessly bridges into the broader casualty reports about
the "trapped miners" detailed in S6.

D) ‘He wrote a long letter to his friend.’

later / litter / latter’ P M W ‘letter’ WW@WW letter T G{thﬂépfﬂ'[% Gﬁ%ﬂ
e A gt gl
e ‘He wrote a long letter to his friend’ is correct because “letter” means a written
message, Whereas “later” (dlq ﬁ), “litter” (R SI), 3R “latter” (@'ﬂ/\’rﬁﬂ) E'F[ﬂ—c{lfﬁ
TAd g |
B) Amusing (adjective) — causing laughter or providing entertainment; pleasantly interesting.
I
Antonym: Boring (adjective) — not interesting; tedious and dull. 3d1\3 |
¢ Humorous (adjective) — causing laughter; funny — a synonym of amusing, not its
antonym. ET\QJEUfI
¢ Entertaining (adjective) — providing amusement or enjoyment — also a synonym of
amusing, not its antonym. WI
e Wittty (adjective) — showing quick and inventive verbal humour — also related to

amusing in meaning, not its antonym. a_gR/ﬁ:n_prl
B) Spendthrift — a person who spends money in an extravagant, irresponsible way; directly

matches the given definition. fho[erad / 3rqeqd|

¢ Miser —a person who hoards wealth and spends as little money as possible; the

opposite of a spendthrift. WI
e Generous — a person who is willing to give more than is necessary; not specifically one

who overspends. 3alX |
¢ Philanthropist — a person who donates to charitable causes to promote the welfare of

others; not the same as one who spends too much on themselves. tIﬁ'l?l$R°[/E("I:I_QﬁTI
A) 3412
Sentence 3, ﬁw&"rmmﬁ a{rwaaﬂﬁw-s'w "factual ground" ﬁatﬂ?m%\_rﬁ
TR g1 & UL BT §: T Had HR H ST TS a1 WIS (technical fault)
T SR 300 ¥ 34f% Tded ga1 H T MW I8 T faw & IR SR 3 |
Sentence 4, Sentence 3 & §IG &mmsﬂﬁ% "these stranded individuals" (ﬁw@
F’I-)I"T) W@ﬁ?ﬁ?@ 3 ﬁ%QTI'QEEITﬁ dcP Y el (tourists dangling) Pl shvgmmmﬁ
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17.

18.

19.

g%afgw&rﬁa’rﬁiﬁqo SHTAT & Sl 91T § o WR1d HIGH & HRUT S T gU anTl H Gexd
I

Sentence 1, Sentence 4 GG &maﬁ%sﬂﬁﬁq‘cz "this terrifying situation" g FI TR
TR 4 7 gdTs T TS HIGH 3R T8 (panic) aTel fUTY o1 3R SURTHRA € | I8 WY Hal
¢ b 39 vas FRUMT &1 ¢8d g SIS A a1d ST (rescue teams) 1 HH TR ST
Sentence 2, Sentence 1 %W &rrwa?:h%u‘s'uj\f scenario ﬁw "conclusion” &1 3R &
SITAT 8 | SUH "these deployed teams" &7 fo7sh g I T8 dR WR 1 H §dTS 715 §1@ <1l 9
‘_{E?ﬂ%, @T%E@ﬁ op\«_;‘] DIE;'-I(‘I GG ﬂlﬁﬁw&lﬁww (safe evacuation) G|
T HEDHR Al HaTg &I R IRl 5 |

e Sentence 3 comes at the beginning because it establishes the factual ground by
introducing the primary event: the technical fault at the Gulmarg cable car that left
over 300 tourists dangling in mid-air.

e Sentence 4 follows 3 because the phrase "these stranded individuals" creates a
mandatory link pointing directly back to the dangling tourists mentioned in 3. It
elaborates on how panic set in among them as the weather worsened.

e Sentence 1 follows 4 as it uses the phrase "this terrifying situation" to create a
mandatory link pointing directly to the combination of mid-air suspension, panic, and
bad weather described in 4. It explains the immediate official response of dispatching
rescue teams.

e Sentence 2 follows 1 as the conclusion. It uses the phrase "these deployed teams" to
create a mandatory link directly to the SDRF and Army units mentioned in 1, concluding
with the successful outcome of the six-hour safe evacuation, thereby completing the
logical flow.

B) Forbidden (adjective) — not permitted; prohibited by law, rule, or authority. aﬁfﬁ/ﬁﬁﬁl
Antonym: Allowed (adjective) — permitted; not forbidden or restricted. SJHd / ar|T:P:|'[%T1JITEH
¢ Prohibited (adjective) — officially forbidden; a synonym of forbidden, not its antonym.

I

¢ Restricted (adjective) — limited or controlled; similar in meaning to forbidden, not its
antonym. PIREIRGE

e Barred (adjective) — prevented or excluded; also a synonym of forbidden, not its
antonym. WW/H’%I

C) of’ &I W@Tﬂ Fifdb "envious" Uh QﬂT adjective %Wﬁﬂ?{ Eﬂ'Q'IT "of" preposition
&H?IT%I Wﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁqméﬁmmw% — "envious of someone for
something" 8! AT &Icil § | ST, "of" YU IUTa fddhed gRT|

e ‘of should be used because "envious" is an adjective that is always followed by the
preposition "of". In the sentence, the person is expressing jealousy towards someone
for something — the correct structure is "envious of someone for something". Thus,
"of" would be the most appropriate choice.

B) A new shopping mall is being built by them.

Active ¥ Passive Voice H §GaH & f%nq, Active dId] D[ Object Passive dIR] DT Subject d-
\_Tl'I?IT% 3'?|TVerb P1 31 Tense P Passive T H CIFNIRSIGI %I %Q’TQEHEquf "They are
building a new shopping mall" e "They" Subject %, "are building" Verb (Present Continuous) %
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3R "a new shopping mall" Object %I Passive # IGa- IR Object "A new shopping mall"
Subjecta:f\_rﬂﬂT%', Verb @1 is being built (Present Continuous Passive) ﬁ@ﬂ?ﬂ\?ﬂ?ﬂ% 3R "by
them" %WﬁAgentGﬁ?ﬂTﬂﬁT%I
e To change a sentence from Active to Passive Voice, the object of the active sentence
becomes the subject of the passive sentence and the verb is transformed into the
passive form of the same tense. In this case, "They" (Subject), "are building" (Verb in
Present Continuous), and "a new shopping mall" (Object) become "A new shopping
mall" (Subject), "is being built" (Passive Verb in Present Continuous), and "by them"
(Agent).

20. A) ‘hang on a thin thread’ & g ‘hang by a thin thread’ WU’&I"T@WW “hang by a
thread” U fixed idiom %%mﬁ “by” preposition WW"T@?IT%, ERSEal G{Qf%w 3gd
ol ot AT fufa & g

¢ ‘hang by a thin thread’ should be used because “hang by a thread” is a fixed English
idiom meaning to be in an extremely precarious or uncertain situation; the correct
preposition is “by,” not “on.”

21. B) belligerent (ASTE / TG B dTdl) Tl ¢ | UGS H 3 <=1 &1 o1 81 a1 § Ol NGB
?WI?[ (devastation)rl?l'l?f%l conciliatory (Ycle GINE dTlcdl), magnanimous (3alR /a@_’ fadl
qTal), 3R reticent (U IG- ATA) BT I AR TG A A Big A-1-¢1 T8l 6|

e The correct answer is "belligerent" because it refers to hostile and aggressive nations
engaged in war or conflict, which fits the context of causing deliberate destruction.
"Conciliatory," "magnanimous," and "reticent" are advanced words that mean
peacemaking, generous, and reserved respectively, completely contradicting the
aggressive context.

22. D) callousness (SREH! / GERI & G B! URATE -1 3 a1 & | g 3R dare! fom foeht
%, Uﬁm (callousness) ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%l compunction (U dIdI), solicitude (ﬁi?thITtR_Ol'I_G'),
3R altruism (@ﬁﬁ Yedl dlg ) E@Hﬁ 3 IR PRIHAD (positive) W%, SR
(destruction) o TTY Rlc'g)ﬂ Hﬁ\gsa I

e The correct answer is "callousness" because it perfectly describes the cruel disregard
for human suffering during destruction. "Compunction" (guilt or regret), "solicitude"
(care or concern), and "altruism" (selfless concern for others) are highly positive
advanced words that represent the exact opposite of the cruelty described.

23. A) cataclysmic (HTRI dETg! 1= aTeln) Tal & | 09l H TF 4T gTel ot a1d g1 8! § o
gﬁmw@ﬁaﬁww 31TTI_E§ (state of collapse) | quotidian (ﬁx—;rsﬁamw 3{H),
serendipitous ([P q S 3BT fId ST, 3R ephemeral (§§d &1 THT b I dTa)
Tg1 31 & fee ¥ TdheH T g |

e The correct answer is "cataclysmic" because it describes violently destructive events
that cause massive upheaval. "Quotidian" (ordinary/daily), "serendipitous" (occurring
by happy chance), and "ephemeral" (short-lived) completely fail to convey the massive
scale of trauma and destruction mentioned in the passage.

24. C) nevertheless (ﬁb_{ ﬁ-ﬁ/WW) ﬂﬁ%l dIg dh[ HJAS %% EREIRINGEIR *»
CIENS gﬁm @T@W@%@I notwithstanding (Preposition) a@ﬁﬁwaﬂW%

o\

difdp aTe Bt ST &b TR 3P 31 1 B3 ATH (noun) T AMRTY (S
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notwithstanding the problems), &l 'nevertheless' %mﬁm (comma) IR H;\PI dld
WWW%I consequently Fﬁﬂ@%?‘ﬁ?lﬂ) 3R moreover (“&TI% SHcATdT) hT gl G{Qf:l_spf
o-dT|

e The correct answer is "nevertheless" because it introduces a strong contrast, showing
that despite the trauma, humanity survived. "Notwithstanding" is structurally incorrect
as it is a preposition that needs a noun object right after it, whereas "nevertheless" is
an adverb correctly followed by a comma. "Consequently" and "Moreover" do not
create the required contrast.

25.D) sinister (SMAT / T Fabd ¢ aTel) Tl & | g1 TH B B a1d JADR AQD Pl 82
oIdT YT (frightened), sﬂﬁqq"s’qaﬁs?ra:ﬂ (sinister) W%I innocuous (ﬁm@rﬁémﬁq
ﬁ), propitious ([H T &@Wéﬁaﬁnx 3R sanguine (Gj:m?{ﬁ T g3T) UdhaH 3
(positive) TG B, ST GAT W BIF ST ST+t &1d & fold T aRg Tad | |

e The correct answer is "sinister" because the grandparents' statement about the end of
the world is dark, threatening, and causes the author to feel frightened. "Innocuous"
(harmless), "propitious" (favorable), and "sanguine" (optimistic) are positive advanced
words that completely contradict the apocalyptic tone of the statement.
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