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Bad fences: On Marco Rubio’s India visit
Marco Rubio’s visit was an opportunity to mend economic and energy ties

Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s four-day visit to India, his first since taking office in January 2025,
was understood to have been aimed at smoothing bilateral ties that have been deeply ruptured over
the past year. The problems have been multifold, ranging from the U.S.’s high tariffs and cutting
down on visas, immigration and outsourcing; to sanctions on India’s energy procurement and
investment, its moves with China and Pakistan, and the pejorative remarks by President Donald
Trump and his cabinet colleagues about India. Although the Modi government has not criticised the
U.S. for its actions, there is no doubt that the U.S. attack on Iran on February 28, the wider regional
conflict and the Hormuz Strait blockade, have caused immense economic worries for India as well. It
was thus hoped that Mr. Rubio’s visit, which combined the bilateral agenda alongside the Quad
Foreign Ministers’ meeting, would help repair one of the worst phases in bilateral ties caused largely
by Washington’s unilateral moves. Mr. Rubio consistently held that the relationship was well and that
“President Trump loves India”, while responding to repeated questions on Mr. Trump’s post that
amplified anti-immigrant sentiments referring to India as a “hell-hole”. New Delhi had no doubt laid
out the red carpet for Mr. Rubio. In a departure from protocol, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

welcomed him on his arrival and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar spent much of the weekend in
meetings with Mr. Rubio, including two U.S. Embassy receptions. On Sunday, Mr. Jaishankar attended
a celebration marking the U.S.’s 250th Independence Day and Mr. Rubio’s birthday. Mr. Rubio visited
the Missionaries of Charity, in Kolkata, and went to Agra and Jaipur for sightseeing. In bilateral talks,
the Foreign Ministers discussed the full gamut of ties, including trade, energy, civil nuclear
technological and defence cooperation, as well as the regional and geopolitical conflicts.

However, apart from one agreement on critical minerals cooperation, which replicates their
partnership within the Quad and the 15-nation Pax Silica, the visit’s bilateral part ended with few
outcomes of note. Mr. Rubio’s refusal to acknowledge a problem in the relationship indicates that
the U.S., once considered India’s most trusted partnership, has failed to recognise New Delhi’s
concerns. It is hoped, however, that Mr. Rubio was informed of them, as both sides prepare for a
possible Modi-Trump meeting at the G-7 Summit in Evian, France, in mid-June, where India is a special
invitee. This will be the first time that the leaders have come face to face since Mr. Modi’s February

2025 Washington visit and all that followed, and an opportunity to mend the relationship especially in

the areas it has frayed the most — economic, energy and regional security. ‘[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Vocabulary
14.

Bad fence (noun) - a situation that creates
misunderstanding or poor relations
between two parties; based on the
proverb "good fences make good

neighbours" TIT Y

Mend (verb) - repair, fix, improve, rectify,
restore FUR=AT

Smoothe (verb) - facilitate, ease,
conciliate, pacify, moderate '\'floﬂ?;?l'l?-ﬁ
Bilateral (adjective) - two-sided, mutual,
reciprocal, interactive, two-party e;facraﬂ“a
Ties (noun) - relations, bonds, links,
connections, associations Haer

Ruptured (adjective) - broken, severed,
fractured, damaged, split E}\'é'g'(’
Multifold (adjective) - manifold, multiple,
numerous, various, many-sided 3Ah
Cut down (phrasal verb) - to reduce or
decrease Feldr el

Immigration (noun) - migration, relocation,
settlement, resettlement, movement

3T

Outsourcing (noun) - contracting out,
subcontracting, external procurement,

offshore sourcing 33cafdaT

Sanction (noun) - penalty, restriction,
embargo, punishment, prohibition EIGEL}
Procurement (noun) - acquisition,
purchase, obtaining, sourcing, buying LGRALA

Pejorative (adjective) - derogatory,
disparaging, insulting, belittling, offensive

3YHATASTeh

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Remark (noun) - comment, observation,
statement, utterance, mention fecqufy
Criticise (verb) - condemn, censure,
denounce, attack, blame 3TAIAT ST
Immense (adjective) - huge, vast, massive,
enormous, tremendous EIEFI’E'ST

Unilateral (adjective) - one-sided,
independent, individual, separate, non-

reciprocal TehcdI{hl

Amplify (verb) - increase, intensify, boost,
heighten, expand Il

Hell-hole (noun) - a very unpleasant,
squalid, or miserable place Th ST 1978

Lay out the red carpet (phrase) - to
provide a warm, lavish, or grand welcome

HY EATITd ShleAT

Departure (noun) - deviation, shift,
change, divergence, variation CEGGE
Protocol (noun) - procedure, etiquette,
code, convention, formality frse™ar
Mark (verb) - commemorate, observe,
celebrate, indicate, signal HATT

Sightseeing (noun) - tourism, touring,
visiting places of interest, exploration

HHAOT

Gamut (noun) - range, spectrum, scope,
span, variety q‘\ﬁm

Geopolitical (adjective) - relating to politics
and geography, regional power dynamics,

strategic, territorial, international 3{\-

TSt
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27. Critical (adjective) - crucial, essential, vital, 31. Of note (phrase) - important enough to be
important, urgent H%?CI'CLUSF noticed or mentioned 3eeldaiI

28. Replicate (verb) - copy, duplicate, 32. Refusal (noun) - rejection, denial,
reproduce, imitate, repeat Efl%TIT-IT declination, unwillingness, dissent SelehIT

29. Quad (noun) - Quadrilateral Security 33. Acknowledge (verb) - admit, recognize,
Dialogue; an informal strategic alliance accept, concede, grant TATHR LAl

involving the US, India, Australia, and 34. Come face to face (phrase) - to meet or

Japan a?,,rai‘_’r &I |dlc confront someone or something directly,
30. Outcome (noun) - result, consequence, often unexpectedly 3THA-GTH glT
conclusion, product, effect TROTH 35. Frayed (adjective) - strained, worn, ragged,
tense, weakened FI'FITGI'CI;U‘I'
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio visited India for four days in his first official trip since
taking office in January 2025.
The visit was expected to improve strained India-U.S. relations that had worsened over the
previous year.
Major tensions included high U.S. tariffs, visa restrictions, immigration issues, outsourcing
concerns, and sanctions affecting India’s energy interests.
India was also worried about U.S. reactions to its relations with China and Pakistan.
Remarks made by U.S. President Donald Trump and his cabinet about India created further
diplomatic discomfort.
The U.S. attack on Iran and the blockade of the Hormuz Strait increased India’s economic and
energy security concerns.
The visit was combined with the Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting and was viewed as a chance
to repair bilateral ties.
During the visit, Mr. Rubio repeatedly claimed that India-U.S. relations remained strong and
stated that President Trump “loves India”.
The Modi government gave special diplomatic importance to the visit, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi personally welcoming Mr. Rubio.
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held several meetings and attended official events with
Mr. Rubio.
Mr. Rubio also visited the Missionaries of Charity in Kolkata and toured Agra and Jaipur.
Bilateral discussions covered trade, energy, civil nuclear cooperation, defence ties, and
regional geopolitical conflicts.
Despite extensive discussions, the visit produced only one major agreement related to critical
minerals cooperation.
The editorial argues that the U.S. failed to properly recognise or address India’s concerns
about the relationship.
The upcoming meeting between Narendra Modi and Donald Trump at the G7 Summit is seen
as an important opportunity to rebuild trust, especially in economic, energy, and regional
security matters.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Which of the following statements can be logically deduced from the passage?
A. Diplomatic gestures and high-level hospitality tend to resolve underlying trade and energy
disputes.
B. Unilateral policy shifts by a major global partner can create significant financial strains for
India.
C. Structural economic collaborations within multi-nation groups generally result in
substantial bilateral pacts.
D. Official responses from the Indian leadership have criti-cized recent American
administrative steps.
2. Which of the following best summarises the author’s concluding argument?
A. Structural alliances are likely to collapse due to persistent disagreements on regional
security issues.
B. Global trade interactions should be suspended until immigration policies are mutually
revised.
C. Future face-to-face leadership summits offer an opportunity to repair damaged economic
and security ties.
D. Ceremonial diplomatic hospitality can serve as an effective substitute for formal strategic
pacts.
3. Which of the following statements can be logically inferred regarding the current state of
India-U.S. relations?
i.  External regional instabilities in the Middle East have acted as a catalyst for increased
economic vulnerability within the Indian domestic framework.
ii. Il. There exists a discernible disconnect between the diplomatic rhetoric employed by
Washington and the actual policy grievances felt by New Delhi.
| only
Il only
Both land Il
D. Neither | Nor I
4. The author’s tone towards the current state of bilateral ties can best be described as:
A. Indifferent yet analytical
B. Critical yet hopeful
C. Sarcastic and dismissive
D. Optimistic and celebratory
5. Inthe sentence "...and an opportunity to mend the relationship especially in the areas it has
frayed the most — economic, energy and regional security", what does the word "frayed"
most likely refer to?
A. The termination of diplomatic dialogue
B. The weakening of cooperative bonds
C. The separation of territorial borders
D. The cancellation of international events
6. Directions: Given below are four jumbled sentences from a passage. Pick the option that
gives their logically correct order.

RIS P S

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 5




\VEVPIRploplol JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

A. From that temporarily marked point, a dedicated cable ship will proceed to lay the
remaining line across the Atlantic to New York.

B. If weather conditions are favourable today, the shore end of the world's greatest
submarine cable is scheduled to be landed at Land’s End.

C. Manufactured at Woolwich, this incredible 4,000-mile-long infrastructure is expected to be
the fastest in the world, capable of transmitting 500 words a minute.

D. Already, three miles of this massive electric line have been laid seaward and marked by a

floating buoy.

2413

4132

2143

. 1324

7. Directions: In the following question, the first and the last sentences of the passage are
numbered S1 and S6. The rest of the passage is split into four parts and named P, Q, R, and S.
These four parts are not given in their proper order. Read the sentences and find out which
of the four combinations gives the logically correct order.
S1: The Meteorology department has issued severe heat wave warnings across multiple Indian
states, with temperatures expected to hit the 50-degree mark.
P: The reason for this trapped warmth is that the concrete structures of these homes absorb
heat during the day and release it slowly at night.
Q: This extreme weather creates an immediate crisis for migrant labourers and itinerant
workers who must work outdoors to survive.
R: Such stifling conditions are particularly dangerous for pregnant women residing in these
poorly ventilated buildings.
S: However, even when these workers retreat indoors, their low-cost urban tenements offer
no real relief from the scorching temperatures.
S6: Consequently, they are exposed to prolonged heat stress with little opportunity for
physical recovery, leading to severe health consequences.

o0 wp

A. SQRP

B. PRQS

C. QSPR

D. QPSR

8. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Transient.”

A. Ephemeral

B. Pugnacious

C. Indolent

D. Capricious

9. Select the most appropriate SYNONYM of the word “Curtail.”
A. Gainsay
B. Diminish
C. Vitiate
D. Furbish
10. Select the most appropriate MEANING of the idiom “Silver lining.”
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To ignore a primitive element amidst a celebratory situation
To isolate a prohibitive element amidst a collaborative situation
To identify a positive element amidst a calamitous situation
To imitate a persuasive element amidst a contradictory situation
11. From the alternatives given below, select the correct meaning of the idiom.
Throw spaghetti at the wall and see what sticks.
A. To be very active and energetic to the point of hyperactivity
B. To escape, flee, or abscond from prison
C. To make a large number of attempts or guesses, with the expectation that at least some of
them will be correct or useful
D. In strictest confidence
12. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word “Proximate.”

o0 wp

A. Pungent
B. Specious
C. Taciturn
D. Distant
13. Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the word “Detract.”

A. Subvert

B. Truncate
C. Castigate
D. Augment

14. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
When the courtier had advanced to the highest position attainable, he was said to have
reached the:

A. Vigil

B. Precipice
C. Threshold
D. Pinnacle

15. Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Because the orator’s speech was high-flown and pretentious, the reporters termed it:

A. Bombastic
B. Austere
C. Untruthful
D. Vituperative

16. Select the option with the correct spelling that can replace the underlined word in the given
sentence. If the spelling in the given sentence is already correct, choose Option "No
replacement required".

His altruestic nature made him volunteer for countless charity events.
A. altruistic
B. altrueistic
C. alltruistic
D. No replacement required
17. Which sentence contains a misspelled word?
A. We went to a new restuarant downtown.

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 7




\VEVPIRploplol JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

B. That restaurant serves delicious food.
C. Isthere arestaurant nearby that's open late?
D. They own the oldest restaurant in town.

18. Which of the following options is NOT one of the meanings of the homonym 'resolution'?
A. A firm decision to do or not to do something
B. The quality of an image or screen, especially in terms of clarity
C. A written agreement between two companies involved in a merger
D. The act of solving a problem, dispute, or contentious matter

19. A part of the following sentence is underlined. Choose the option that can replace the
underlined part to improve the sentence. If you feel Options A, B, or C do not improve the
sentence, then choose Option D: "No improvement required."
It was a once-in-the-lifetime opportunity that many would consider invaluable, but very few
got the chance to experience.
A. the once-in-a-lifetime
B. an once-in-a-lifetime
C. aonce-in-a-lifetime
D. No improvement required

20. Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence.
My younger brother will teaches english language to the graduate students.
A. will teach
B. can teach
C. could teach
D. would have teach
Comprehension
An enduring fiction about female friendship is that it is a leisure activity, an/a (1) ___ that
exists on the margins of real life. For adult Indian women, this real life is imagined as marriage,
children, domestic work and caregiving, and in some cases, paid work too (and in rarer cases,
perhaps even a career). If one does not understand how female friendship can be a lifeline, it
is easy to (2) the time spent sustaining it as wasteful.To appreciate the significance of
female friendship, one must first understand the profound social isolation that defines the
lives of countless Indian women. Aside from writing fiction, the author of this article builds
human-centred technology products at a nonprofit working in maternal and child health. A lot
of time in this line of work is spent talking to and learning about diverse women from different
parts of the country in order to understand how they access information, make decisions and
exercise agency, especially around health and nutrition. Through such conversations and
research, the author realised how difficult it was for Indian women to maintain friendships
after marriage, and as a consequence, how (3) it is for married women to have close
friends.According to a Gallup poll from 2004 (incidentally, the same year the popular sitcom
Friends aired its last season), the average American woman had eight close friends. In contrast,
more recent studies by the World Bank show that rural women in Uttar Pradesh, Odisha and
Uttarakhand have between one and three close social connections outside the family. In many
ways, this is not surprising; in most parts of the country, women move homes — sometimes
even towns and States — after marriage, and while more women than ever before now own
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smartphones, there are gatekeepers who supervise and (4) ____ their use of technology. Even
if they (5) to reside in the same village or town, it is not much easier for women to keep
in touch with a friend.

21. What should come in the place of blank number (1)?
A. conundrum
B. idiosyncrasy
C. indulgence
D. aberration

22. What should come in the place of blank number (2)?
A. emulate
B. dismiss
C. deride
D. castigate

23. What should come in the place of blank number (3)?
A. anomalous
B. uncommon
C. ubiquitous
D. sporadic

24. What should come in the place of blank number (4)?
A. adjudicate
B. pontificate
C. capitulate
D. dictate

25. What should come in the place of blank number (5)?
A. was
B. are
C. were
D. had
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Answers
1. B 2.C 3C 4B 5B 6A 7.C 8A 9.B 10.C 11.c 12.D
13.D 14D 15A 16.A 17.A 18C 19.C 20.A 21.C 22.B 23.B 24D

25. C [Practice Exercise]
Explanations
1. B) Unilateral policy shifts by a major global partner can create significant financial strains for
India.

Line from the Passage: ...the U.S. attack on Iran on February 28, the wider regional conflict and
the Hormuz Strait blockade, have caused immense economic worries for India as well. The
passage notes that unilateral actions by the U.S. (like the attack on Iran and resulting blockade)
directly caused economic anxieties ("financial strains") for India.
A is INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): "However, apart from one agreement on critical
minerals cooperation... the visit’s bilateral part ended with few outcomes of note." The
passage shows that despite warm protocol and meetings, the core economic and energy issues
remained unresolved, meaning hospitality does not tend to resolve these disputes.
Cis INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): ...apart from one agreement on critical minerals
cooperation, which replicates their partnership within the Quad and the 15-nation Pax Silica,
the visit’s bilateral part ended with few outcomes of note. The passage states that the critical
minerals pact merely copied an existing group framework and left the rest of the bilateral
agenda with few substantial outcomes, meaning it did not result in a substantial bilateral pact.
D is INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): "Although the Modi government has not criticised
the U.S. for its actions..." The passage directly states that the Indian government did not
criticize the U.S. actions, contradicting this option.

2. C) Future face-to-face leadership summits offer an opportunity to repair damaged economic
and security ties.
(Line from the Passage): "This will be the first time that the leaders have come face to face...
and an opportunity to mend the relationship especially in the areas it has frayed the most —
economic, energy and regional security." This option accurately synthesizes the final lines of
the passage, highlighting that the upcoming face-to-face meeting between the leaders
provides a clear path to repair frayed economic and security segments.
A is INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): ...an opportunity to mend the relationship especially
in the areas it has frayed the most... The author looks forward to mending the relationship
rather than projecting that it is likely to collapse.
B is INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): ...both sides prepare for a possible Modi-Trump
meeting at the G-7 Summit in Evian, France... The author looks forward to continued
interaction at the G-7, not a suspension of trade.
D is INCORRECT: (Line from the Passage): "Mr. Rubio’s refusal to acknowledge a problem in the
relationship indicates that the U.S... has failed to recognise New Delhi’s concerns." The author
points out that ceremonial hospitality did not solve the lack of practical outcomes, so it cannot
serve as an effective substitute.

3. C) Bothlandll
Statement | is CORRECT: (Line from the Passage) "...the U.S. attack on Iran on February 28, the
wider regional conflict and the Hormuz Strait blockade, have caused immense economic
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worries for India as well." The external conflict and blockade in the Middle East are directly
cited as a source of deep economic anxiety ("vulnerability") for India's internal framework.
Statement Il is CORRECT: (Line from the Passage): "Mr. Rubio consistently held that the
relationship was well and that “President Trump loves India”... Mr. Rubio’s refusal to
acknowledge a problem in the relationship indicates that the U.S... has failed to recognise New
Delhi’s concerns." The passage highlights a clear, visible mismatch (discernible disconnect)
between the nice, reassuring public statements used by the U.S. government (diplomatic
rhetoric by Washington) and the heavy, painful problems and complaints felt by the Indian
government (policy grievances by New Delhi).

4. B) Critical yet hopeful
(Line from the Passage): "Mr. Rubio’s refusal to acknowledge a problem... indicates that the
U.S... has failed to recognise New Delhi’s concerns. It is hoped, however... [this is] an
opportunity to mend the relationship..." The author is highly objective and pointedly highlights
the current failures and deep strains in the relationship (critical), but ends the passage by
looking toward the upcoming G-7 summit as a genuine opening to fix these issues (hopeful).

5. B) The weakening of cooperative bonds
(Line from the Passage): "...an opportunity to mend the relationship especially in the areas it
has frayed the most — economic, energy and regional security." In the context of international
ties, "frayed" describes a relationship that has become strained, stressed, and structurally
weakened due to disagreements (like tariffs, visa cuts, and sanctions). Option (b) perfectly
captures this concept of a weakening of cooperative bonds without overstating the damage.

6. A) 2413
Sentence 2, ﬁwa"rgﬁ‘&nﬁﬁ &W@TW%W "factual ground" ﬁﬁww%ﬁﬁ
gﬁm% Ty El% JIARI had (greatest submarine cable) %ﬁﬂﬁaﬁ%@ﬁwﬂqw
JARA B! & U1 B introduce HAT § | T8 X I HT T SMUR g |
Sentence 4, Sentence 2 %a'l_d amaﬁ%sﬂﬁﬁq?{ "this massive electric line" Ueg TY
?‘ﬁTWZﬁ%Q‘TQ'submarine cable'aﬁGhTmW%I gg Udh WWW%@
JaTdl & [ 39 Had &7 i+ Hid &1 fowa Ul 8 9s & [9srn S gl § 3R 39 U
'floating buoy' (%ﬁranﬁaﬂm) @WWW%I
Sentence 1, Sentence 4 %a'l_(‘{ mmsﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ "From that temporarily marked point"
W@Q?ﬁ?ﬂ4ﬁww 'marked by a floating buoy' Tﬂ@[%@aﬁ WS’Q'IRTW%I g
WY HAT ¢ b 37 AT fhT Y foig & ST 1! &1 A1e &l Sfedified & UR faam|
Sentence 3, Sentence 1 %a'l_d amaaﬁ%u‘s’q? scenario Tﬁ@ "conclusion" &t 3R &
\_rl'l?IT%I Eﬂﬁ "this incredible 4,000-mile-long infrastructure" Wﬁlﬁ%\?ﬁ@[‘a?ﬁ?'q? 19
TP I fISTS ST aTel A8 ¥ JSdT 8, 3R T8 FdIHR dlfches YdTe &1 [T 1 ¢ [ T8
S g T T o T ¥ ST Ao A wem gt

e Sentence 2 comes at the beginning because it establishes the factual ground by
introducing the primary subject: the scheduled landing of the shore end of the world's
greatest submarine cable.

e Sentence 4 follows 2 because the phrase "this massive electric line" creates a
mandatory link pointing directly back to the 'submarine cable' mentioned in 2. It
provides an update on the progress, stating that three miles have been laid and marked
by a floating buoy.
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e Sentence 1 follows 4 as it uses the phrase "From that temporarily marked point" to
create a mandatory link pointing directly to the area 'marked by a floating buoy'
introduced in 4. It explains the next step of the operation across the Atlantic.

e Sentence 3 follows 1 as the conclusion. It uses the phrase "this incredible 4,000-mile-
long infrastructure" to create a mandatory link directly to the completed transatlantic
line mentioned in 1, concluding with the cable's manufacturing origins, total length,
and impressive transmission capabilities.

7. C) QSPR
Sentence Q, Wﬁ?\]ﬁ&ﬁ (S1 %@QHEHE{) o &mﬂ%sﬂﬁﬁt{c{ "This extreme
weather" W@‘a?ﬁ?tﬁ S1 ﬁﬁQTI'Q 'severe heat wave warnings' GhT '50-degree mark' G|
3R TYURT A § | T8 "factual ground” TR HRT g b 51 Hiwor miff o1 Ted ugan RIeR
S8R HIH B aTa ASIGR (migrant labourers) 81d & |
Sentence S, Sentence Q%Eﬂ?{ &mmsﬂﬁﬁﬁlj "these workers" W?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ?q? Qﬁ
f&T T 'migrant labourers' Bt 3R IART B & | I8 T 3if~ard fofes smar 8 S 9dman g fb
WﬁWW@W%W (retreat indoors)ﬂﬁ%,ﬂﬁ“—ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁéﬂ@aﬁ
et |

Sentence P, Sentence S & dIG mmsﬂﬁﬁﬁlj "this trapped warmth" Yoz T AR
IR s T FATE T8 TR & e Bt HIT0T T (no real relief) B 3R SRRT I & | T§ WT BT §
%ﬁﬂﬁfﬁwwﬁmm (concrete structures) %’@Wﬁ"ﬂﬁmél
Sentence R, Sentence P & G &W@TWWT scenario Tﬁ@ "conclusion" (S6 @m%?r)
P Gh?a\_ﬂ?ﬂ%l Eﬂﬁ "Such stifling conditions" WW%Gﬁ}ﬂﬁ?ﬁTW P ﬁ@?ﬂ%ﬂ’sﬁﬂﬂﬁ
ge U T § S[SaT o | I8 Mfach Afgarstt (pregnant women) BT fTeh dRT 8, S s6 (FoTaw
Pronoun ‘they' %1 TN §311 §) & dlfched TaTe &I IRT Rl g |
Sentence Q comes at the beginning (after S1) because the phrase "This extreme weather"
creates a mandatory link pointing directly back to the 'severe heat wave' and '50-degree mark'
mentioned in S1. It establishes the factual ground of how this heat creates an immediate crisis
for outdoor migrant labourers.
Sentence S follows Q because the phrase "these workers" creates a mandatory link pointing
directly back to the 'migrant labourers' introduced in Q. It elaborates on the fact that even
when they retreat indoors from their outdoor jobs, their urban tenements offer no relief.
Sentence P follows S as it uses the phrase "this trapped warmth" to create a mandatory link
pointing directly to the lack of relief indoors mentioned in S. It explains the scientific reason
behind this: the concrete structures absorb and release heat.
Sentence R follows P as the conclusion (leading into S6). It uses the phrase "Such stifling
conditions" to refer directly back to the trapped heat described in P. Crucially, it shifts the
focus to "pregnant women", providing the exact antecedent for the pronoun "they" in S6,
seamlessly bridging into the final outcome of prolonged heat stress.

8. A) Transient (adjective) — fleeting, ephemeral, temporary, short-lived, momentary. (&@W’CIT
ST
Synonym: Ephemeral (adjective) — Lasting for a very short time; transient or fleeting in nature.

(3[TRITID / &)
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e Pugnacious (adjective): Eager or quick to argue, quarrel, or fight forcefully. (RITTST])
¢ Indolent (adjective): Wanting to avoid exertion; habitually lazy or inactive. (\H’I?ﬁﬂ)

e Capricious (adjective): Given to sudden and unaccountable changes of mood or
behavior. (HFTHISN)

9. B) Curtail (verb) — reduce, diminish, decrease, lessen, trim. (ﬁ?ﬁm)

Synonym: Diminish (verb) — To make or become less; to make someone or something seem
less impressive or valuable. (hH D)
e Gainsay (verb): To deny or contradict a fact or a statement; to speak against or to
oppose someone in a very formal manner. (ﬁffﬂ h)
e Vitiate (verb): To spoil or impair the quality or efficiency of something; to destroy the
legal validity or force of an item. (lallls 1)
e Furbish (verb): To give a fresh look to something old; to renovate or to brighten up a
specific physical object. (AU

10. C) Silver lining (noun) — An advantage or something positive in every bad situation. (\HTQ]T@
f)

11. C) “To make a large number of attempts or guesses, with the expectation that at least some of
them will be correct or useful” — g idiom Wﬂ_eﬁ H?f%l Throw spaghetti at the wall and see
what sticks — SId spaghetti (UTdI) WWWW% a‘rﬁhuﬁéﬁ?ﬁ%agﬁwaﬁ%l
ST 39 idiom T 31 §: Igd TR TAT T 3THM AT I8 IHIE Rl gU fb 390 4 $5
eI Al | 3 d_idb ITSTETI|

e “To be very active and energetic to the point of hyperactivity” — Incorrect; dg idiom
SRS Heliar - I Faifdd 781 ¢ |

e “To escape, flee, or abscond from prison” — Incorrect; @ﬁﬁ 'l-ﬂ"'lefﬁsﬁ idiom @rﬁ‘s‘
RENEHE]

e “In strictest confidence” — Incorrect; g 31 “off the record” TT “in confidence” @@r
idioms W%, qﬁ?sﬂ idiom hT|

12. D) Proximate (adjective) - immediate, direct, nearest, close, proximate. (Y& T Ir-\-IOdeJ-I)
Antonym: Distant (adjective) — Far away in space or time; remote. (gI¥)

e Pungent (adjective): Having a sharply strong taste or smell. (?‘ﬂ@T)
e Specious (adjective): Superficially plausible, but actually wrong. (ﬁ@lﬁ?ﬁ/%)
e Taciturn (adjective): Reserved or uncommunicative in speech; saying little. (GrIFq'J-I'I'Gﬁ)

13. D) Detract (verb) - divert, distract, diminish, lessen, reduce. (PH HIAT / T HCHII)
Antonym: Augment (verb) — Make something greater by adding to it; increase or enhance

value. (del-l)
e Subvert (verb): Undermine the power and authority of an established system or

institution. (Udc a:lT)
e Truncate (verb): Shorten something by cutting off the top or the end section. (hIcI)
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e Castigate (verb): Reprimand someone severely; express severe disapproval of actions.
(TP ChRT)

14. D) Pinnacle (noun) —the highest point or level, especially of success or achievement R’

15.

16.

17

18

19.

20.

e Vigil (noun) — a period of keeping awake during the time usually spent asleep,
especially to keep watch or pray SITIRUI
e Precipice (noun) — a very steep rock face or cliff, especially a tall one @@ﬁa@q
e Threshold (noun) — the magnitude or intensity that must be exceeded for a certain
reaction or result to take place I
A) Bombastic (adjective) — High-sounding but with little meaning; inflated. (ﬁ-waré‘r
B JreT, fearach)
e Austere (adjective) — Severe or strict in manner or attitude. (W, %)
e Untruthful (adjective) — Not expressing the truth; dishonest. (JI, HWTW)
e Vituperative (adjective) — Bitter and abusive. (TITF‘ﬁTIFﬁTSR?[ YR, ATHTASAD)
A) The correct spelling of ‘altruestic’ is ‘altruistic’, which means “showing selfless concern for

others” TRITBR], fAzaref|

. A) We went to a new restuarant downtown.

The misspelled word is restuarant; the correct spelling is restaurant, which means “a place
where meals are prepared and served to customers” lﬁ\—ﬁ'fﬁ_*lﬂ/w

. C) A written agreement between two companies involved in a merger

resolution & 3{&@?{% — %@'ﬁnfq, ﬁafaﬁ?aﬁm (image clarity), 3R g 91 faareg
hT JHTYT|

Qfe & Hufal & s faera &1 fIRad THSIT resolution BT ATHRA 31 781 8| ST I8
Tad [deed g

e The word resolution can mean a firm decision, image clarity, or the act of solving a

dispute or problem.

It does not mean a written merger agreement between two companies — hence

option Cis correct.
C) "a once-in-the-lifetime" & R IR "a once-in-a-lifetime" ﬂﬁf%l ﬂﬁ idiom "once-in-a-
lifetime" % — Eﬂﬁ "the" Tﬁ&%ﬁ na" BT TRINT G\Idl %I fdhed A H "the once-in-a-lifetime"
W%a@%a@\fdeﬁnite article "the" &Iﬂﬁlﬁ%{l fa<d B H "an once-in-a-lifetime" Tlﬁ?f%
FifP "once" Tl QH&T/W/@W@HT%, 3{d: "a" U’ﬂaﬁml

e "A once-in-a-lifetime" should replace "a once-in-the-lifetime." The correct idiom is
"once-in-a-lifetime" (using "a," not "the"). Option A uses the definite article "the,"
which is incorrect. Option B uses "an" befre "once," but since "once" begins with the

consonant sound /w/, the article "a" is correct, not "an."
A) will teach

‘will teach’ T TN EEPII b modal auxiliary ‘will’ %a'l_c('verb D[ base form G‘I'I?IT%I sv%n

‘will teaches’ grammatically incorrect %I

In English

‘will teach’ is correct because after a modal verb, the base form of the verb is used, making the
sentence grammatically sound.
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21. C) indulgence (mmﬂ@fémﬁ@iﬂﬁ) ﬂﬁ%l ﬁ@ﬁrﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁw 'leisure activity'
(G 3R A BT HTH) BT 71 3, TIRIT 3P I1Y R 'indulgence’ & TeT 7
conundrum (mﬁawﬁtl%?ﬁ), idiosyncrasy (GI\_rﬂa 3Hlad), 3R aberration (@Tlﬁﬂtﬂ 3HTH
90 ¥ ehR $B R BHN) — A A1 e Tl IT b ¥ e ST g 3R T81 I IRg A
Tad gl

e The correct answer is "indulgence" because it perfectly matches the preceding phrase
"leisure activity," meaning something done for pleasure or luxury. "Conundrum" (a
confusing problem), "idiosyncrasy" (a peculiar habit), and "aberration" (an abnormal,
usually negative occurrence) have completely different meanings that cannot logically
describe a fun, leisure activity.

22.B) dismiss (TS BT / WIEI THT) 8! § | a9 B8 I8T § o AT Gt | foarg Y
TG & 'wasteful' (FaTG 1 HIeId) A & | STd I3 il BIAd aTd! 8, df 39 'dismiss' &1
&2 ST 8 | emulate (BT BRAT) BT FH DI IS HI J BIS AT-GAT 761 8 | deride
(TSI IS 3R castigate (T ARG 5|c-1|) Sgd &1 T aTd Ueg ¢ off [t T8y 1 BT &
oI S9! 41 faarRT o forg sarer eimd

e The correct answer is "dismiss" because when people consider an activity "wasteful,"
they logically reject or ignore it (dismiss it). "Emulate"” (to imitate) makes absolutely no
logical sense here. "Deride" (to mock) and "castigate" (to reprimand severely) are
overly aggressive verbs that do not fit the specific grammatical structure of rejecting
time as wasteful.

23. B) uncommon (S 3 -1 81 / §gd HH I aTal) Te! & | TS & AT oarn T g b
Afgansf 7 THIS ¥ 9gd BT (social isolation) B SIAT & 3R 3% 9gd PHARA Bl &,
ZYfeIT Ugd aId 811 98d HH (uncommon) B | ubiquitous (ST 8X SITTE HIGG B1) ST
fSepd Ieel et & | anomalous (M & FIATH o1 Sgd €1 3fold) T HidH e g
AR T db-Tteb! ol ] WRTS! & ToTd AT | sporadic (3-S5 bR G- aTell) SRR AT
m@h%ﬁﬂ 3T g, r«hﬁﬁ@rﬁ%%@ﬁn

The correct answer is "uncommon" because the entire passage highlights the social
isolation of married Indian women and the rarity of them having close friends.
"Ubiquitous" means found everywhere, which is the exact opposite. "Anomalous"
means deviating from what is standard or normal (used for data/science). "Sporadic"
refers to events occurring at irregular intervals, not the general rarity of a social
situation.

24.D) dictate (§F IQMT / QRT held IQGT) Te! o | 10T H 'gatekeepers' (RIh-Cldh B dTdl) Bt
Wfﬁ?ﬁ%@fﬂ%ﬂ\’:ﬁ% BIF I TR o (supervise) Wﬁ% ﬁ?@@ﬂ?ﬂﬁ% (dictate)|
adjudicate (1 A 551 B dRE Tradl FAHI), pontificate (g& Ca) LESRE] SIFﬁ ISR
G’Wé?ﬂ) 3R capitulate (@R T 1) T IR ¥ TR § HiaTed BF & TRHd R $ord
A A PIS Al-aT el o

e The correct answer is "dictate" because gatekeepers who supervise someone's
technology use logically control and give strict orders (dictate) about it. "Adjudicate"
means to make a formal judgment in a legal dispute. "Pontificate" means to express
one's opinions in an annoyingly pompous way. "Capitulate” means to surrender. These
distractors make no sense in the context of controlling phone usage.
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25. C) were ﬂﬁ%l gg AIhUT (grammar) WWWW%I TR H 'Even if' & 9IS 'to
reside' G{TEIT% Gﬁww (hypothetical situation) ﬁi’?ﬁ?ﬂ%l 29 dHTdC (Even if they... to
reside) ﬁ?ﬂ:‘fﬂ 'were' &H?IT%I 'they' dgdd- (plural) %, W‘%‘I'Q was @‘QW%I are & 1Y 'to
reside’ dTcl! dHed- DI SHTGE 8] §-Id! | had b T 'to reside’ DT TS HTR] (TR X1
q@T)s‘anw ST a1 T 37 Jad |

The correct answer is "were" due to a very specific, undeniable grammar rule. The
structure "Even if [subject] [verb] to [infinitive]" is a conditional form used for
hypothetical situations, and it strictly takes "were" (e.g., Even if they were to reside...).
"Was" is grammatically wrong for the plural subject "they." "Are" does not fit this
specific subjunctive structure. "Had" would imply compulsion (had to reside),
completely changing the logical meaning.
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