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Strategic stalemate: On the U.S.-Iran conflict
The U.S. should lift the blockade before asking Iran to open the Strait of Hormuz

President Donald Trump’s decision to back off from striking Iran, just hours after threatening to seize
the country’s Kharg Island, underscores the dilemma he faces in dealing with Tehran. Mr. Trump,
who launched the conflict with his ally Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on February 28, now wants to
end it through talks. But Iran, which survived 40 days of U.S.-Israeli bombing and now controls the
Strait of Hormuz, appears unwilling to hand him a diplomatic victory. Caught between an
uncontrollable Israel, whose bombing of Lebanon threatens the fragile U.S.-Iran ceasefire, and an
emboldened Iran that has become increasingly defiant and intransigent, Mr. Trump reverted to his
familiar playbook of using military pressure to alter Tehran’s negotiating position. On Wednesday he
ordered strikes on Iran after confirming that a U.S. Apache helicopter had been shot down over the
Strait of Hormuz. Iran retaliated by striking U.S. bases in Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan. After two nights
of tit-for-tat strikes, Mr. Trump backed off on Thursday, claiming progress in talks. Over the past two

months, he has claimed dozens of times that a deal with Iran was within reach. In the war’s escalation
cycle, Mr. Trump takes one step forward, two steps back.

When Mr. Trump despatched his “armada” to Iran’s shores in February, he wanted to force Tehran
into submission through military pressure. The U.S. and Israel had an ambitious list of demands,
including dismantling Iran’s nuclear programme, degrading its missile capabilities and ending its
support for non-state militias. When the U.S. and Israel launched the war, they wanted regime

change in Tehran. More than three months later, the war, which failed to achieve any of its declared
objectives, has hardened Iran’s positions. If Iran was willing to make concessions on its nuclear

programme on February 27, it now insists that any discussion on the nuclear file can take place only

after the U.S.-Israeli hostilities cease and the blockade is lifted. The war has fundamentally altered the
strategic reality of the region. Yes, Iran has absorbed significant military and economic costs, but it has
emerged strategically stronger by taking control of the Hormuz Strait and effectively trapping the U.S.
in a costly stalemate. Rather than chasing a delusional Iranian surrender, Washington should adopt a
phased, realistic diplomatic approach. The priority should be to enforce and extend the ceasefire in
good faith and lift the blockade in exchange for Iran reopening the Strait of Hormuz. Once stability is
restored, both sides can return to substantive talks on Iran’s nuclear programme and work towards a

durable end to the conflict. |[Practice Exercise]\

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Vocabulary
15.

Strategic (adjective) - tactical, calculated,

planned, deliberate, methodical. TOTAITde

Stalemate (noun) - deadlock, impasse,
standoff, draw, standstill. IfaRre

Lift (verb) - remove, end, cancel, abolish,
revoke. BT (ATAeET 31TTS)

Blockade (noun) - siege, barrier, blockade,
obstruction, encirclement. sTTehacl

Back off (phrasal verb) - retreat, withdraw,
pull back, yield, recede. CIEXIGI

Strike (verb) - attack, hit, assault,
bombard, raid. gHT ST

Threaten (verb) - warn, intimidate,
menace, browbeat, scare. &THRIAT

Seize (verb) - capture, take, grab,
confiscate, annex. sheall Shiddl
Underscore (verb) - highlight, emphasize,
underline, stress, accent. @iferd LT

(Fgd el

Dilemma (noun) - predicament, quandary,
plight, difficulty, puzzle. gﬁﬂT

Deal with (phrasal verb) - handle, manage,
address, tackle, cope with. IGEIGIE

Ally (noun) - partner, associate, colleague,
confederate, supporter. PRI

Diplomatic (adjective) - political, tactful,
negotiated, strategic, ministerial.

CIGIGED

5N

Fragile (adjective) - delicate, weak, brittle,
frail, vulnerable. o_-l'l\_z|,$

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Ceasefire (noun) - temporary agreement to
stop fighting between opposing sides,

truce gaﬁw

Emboldened (adjective) - encouraged,
heartened, strengthened, empowered,

confident. QICHIi%a

Defiant (adjective) - rebellious, resistant,
insubordinate, challenging, uncooperative.

37TATRRT

Intransigent (adjective) - stubborn,
uncompromising, unyielding, rigid,
inflexible. 31TSJel

Revert to (phrasal verb) - to return to or go
back to arad 34T FEAfa & =T
Playbook (noun) - strategy, plan, scheme,
method, approach. STIASTAT (T0TIT)
Negotiating (adjective) - bargaining,
discussing, deliberating, mediating.
CIREIGK G RIEL])

Shoot down (phrasal verb) - to cause an
aircraft to fall by firing at it. AR FRTT
Retaliate (verb) - hit back, counterattack,

revenge, reciprocate, avenge. El'c'\TviT@IFlT

(STATST SHILATS =)

Tit-for-tat strikes (noun) - retaliatory
attacks where each side hits the other

equally. 3T &T STATT T2 F ST
Escalation (noun) - increase,

intensification, growth, rise, surge. aﬁg

GIEGL)
Despatch (verb) - send, dispatch, transmit,

ship, forward. AoTelT
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Armada (noun) - fleet, navy, squadron,
flotilla, task force. sl faieh ST

Shore (noun) - coast, coastline, beach,
seaside, waterfront. dc

Submission (noun) - surrender,
capitulation, compliance, yield, yielding.

FHOT

Dismantle (verb) - break down, take apart,
demolish, scrap, destroy. oI5 eh{dT
(faead &)

Degrade (verb) - weaken, undermine,
lower, debase, diminish. FHAR AT
Non-state militia (noun) - armed group not

part of a government military. TR
T HHg

Regime (noun) - system or method of
government, or a particular set of rules or

practices ATHoT
Harden (verb) - toughen, solidify, calcify,
set, stiffen. ST TATAT

Make concessions on (phrase) - to yield or
give in on specific points during

negotiations. RarId &

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Insist on (phrasal verb) - to firmly demand
or strongly maintain something. SR ST
Take place (phrase) - to happen or occur
gfed giem

Alter (verb) - change, modify, adjust,
transform, vary. sigelell

Trap (verb) - confine, corner, snare,
entangle, imprison. AT

Delusional (adjective) - unrealistic, fanciful,
irrational, misled, mistaken. SﬂTCj'\Uﬁ'
Enforce (verb) - implement, apply,
execute, impose, carry out. eTd] &Il

In good faith (phrase) - with honest
intentions and sincerity, without any

intention to deceive Fehai AT I
Substantive (adjective) - meaningful,

significant, serious, real, considerable. 3T

(FEcaqoT)
Durable (adjective) - lasting, permanent,

sustainable, enduring, long-term. TARIT
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Summary of the Editorial
The editorial argues that the U.S. should lift the blockade on Iran before demanding that Iran
reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
President Donald Trump initially threatened military escalation but later stepped back from
directly attacking Iran.
His reversal highlights the difficult strategic position Washington currently faces in dealing with
Iran.
The conflict began with U.S. support for Israeli actions under Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.
After around 40 days of U.S.-Israeli bombing, Iran remained intact and did not surrender.
Iran’s control over the Strait of Hormuz strengthened its bargaining position.
The U.S. became trapped between Israel’s aggressive military actions and Iran’s increasingly
defiant stance.
Trump attempted to pressure Iran through military action to improve America’s negotiating
leverage.
Escalation increased after a U.S. Apache helicopter was reportedly shot down, triggering U.S.
strikes.
Iran responded by launching attacks on U.S. bases in neighboring countries, increasing regional
tensions.
After brief retaliatory exchanges, Trump shifted back toward diplomacy and claimed progress
in negotiations.
The original objectives of the U.S. and Israel included limiting Iran’s nuclear programme,
reducing missile capabilities, weakening allied militias, and even encouraging regime change.
According to the editorial, these objectives were not achieved, and instead the war hardened
Iran’s position.
Iran now insists that meaningful talks on its nuclear programme can happen only after
hostilities stop and the blockade ends.
The editorial concludes that the most realistic solution is a phased diplomatic approach:
extend the ceasefire, lift the blockade, reopen the Strait of Hormuz, and then resume nuclear
negotiations for long-term peace.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. Which of the following statements is/are TRUE as mentioned in the above passage?
a) A couple of first-world powers are currently grappling with the strategic consequences of a
military standoff that they themselves initiated.
b) Due to the high military and economic damages inflicted upon it, Iran has lost its strategic
footing in the region and is on the verge of handing a diplomatic victory to the U.S.
c) Following the recent military escalation, Iran's stance on its nuclear programme has
become more rigid compared to its position just before the conflict began.

A. Bothaandb
B. Bothbandc
C. Onlya

D. Bothaandc

2. Which of the following statements is/are FALSE as mentioned in the above passage?
a. To force Iran into submission, President Trump ordered military strikes on Thursday,
claiming that negotiations had collapsed.
b. While the U.S. and Israel initially aimed for a transformation of the political leadership in
Tehran, the military campaign failed to realize its stated goals.
c. The actions of Israel in Lebanon are perceived as a stabilizing factor that helps maintain the
durability of the fragile U.S.-Iran ceasefire

A. Onlyb
B. Bothaandc
C. Bothaandb
D. bothbandc
3. Which of the following words is a synonym to the word 'intransigent’, as used in the above
context?
A. Compliant
B. Unyielding
C. Fleeting

D. Extricating
4. Which of the following option would correctly describe the initial objective of the U.S. and
Israel and its ultimate outcome as per the given passage?
A. The allied forces expected to bring off the complete dismantling of Iran's strategic assets,
but instead got bogged down in a costly stalemate.
B. The U.S. and Israel wanted to break out the Iranian regime entirely through an armada,
succeeding perfectly in making Tehran surrender.
C. Leaders expected to clear out the Strait of Hormuz by backing off from the ceasefire on the
first day of the conflict.
D. Alla,bandc
5. The author has used different tones in the above passage. What are those tones?

a. Critical
b. Eulogizing
c. Pragmatic
A. Onlya
B. Onlyc

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 5




AV icAplopisl JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

10.

11.

C. Bothaandc

D. Bothbandc

Which of the following idiom given in the alternatives has the meaning?

An offer made without conditions or restrictions, and requires nothing in return.
A. Keep one on a string

B. Loosen the apron strings

C. With no strings attached

D. Loosen the purse strings

From the alternatives given below, select the correct meaning of the idiom.
The penny drops.

A. Said when someone suddenly comes to realize or understand something
B. Said when someone suddenly comes to feel angry about something

C. Said when someone suddenly comes to bends to pick something

D. Said when someone suddenly comes to feel loved by somebody

Choose the correctly spelt word from the given options.

A. Conscious

B. Concious
C. Consious
D. Contious

Select the option with the correct spelling that can replace the underlined word in the given
sentence. If the spelling in the given sentence is already correct, choose Option “No
replacement required”.

He remained nonchaliant even when chaos erupted around him, as if nothing could shake his
calm.

A. nonchalent

B. nonchalant

C. nonchelant

D. No replacement required

Choose the misspelt word from the given options.

A. Predictable

B. Valuable

C. Sociable

D. Compatable

Direction: Rearrange the following sentences (P, Q, R, S) between S1 and S6 to form a
meaningful, logical, and coherent paragraph based on the passage.

S1. The World Heritage List originally emerged from a post-World War Two push to protect
culturally and environmentally significant places threatened by conflict, industrialisation, and
modern development.

P. However, since the list's early days, the explosive rise of social media has increasingly
transformed this protective status into a powerful magnet for global tourism.

Q. For instance, residents of the picture-perfect Slovakian village of Vlkolinec argue that the
massive crowds drawn by their heritage status have created far more issues than the title is
worth.
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12

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

R. Because this prestigious UNESCO designation unlocks crucial international conservation
funding, it has successfully become one of the world's most influential tools for heritage
protection.

S. This sudden influx of tourists often creates unforeseen problems for the very communities
living in these recognized areas, leading to severe local backlash against the designation.

S6. These emerging disputes highlight a growing global debate about what happens when the
vital interests of local communities collide with international efforts to preserve humanity's
shared heritage.

A. PRSQ

B. RPSQ

C. SQPR

D. RSPQ

. Choose the word that is most opposite in meaning to “damaged”.

A. Flawless

B. Deteriorated

C. Defaced

D. Broken

Select the correct alternative to fill in the blank with the correct preposition in the following
sentence.

This song is not befitting the Independence Day Celebration.
A. for

B. to

C. on

D. by

Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
The one who rides horses professionally.

A. Rider

B. Groom

C. Farrier

D. Jockey

Choose the most suitable one-word substitution for the following.
The art of preserving an animal's body by stuffing or mounting.

A. Taxidermy
B. Scrimshaw
C. Oshibana

D. Plastination

Choose the correct sentence where the homonym “seal” means a sea animal.

A. He put his official seal on the agreement.

B. The lawyer broke the wax seal on the letter.

C. We saw a seal clapping its fins at the zoo.

D. Please seal the envelope properly.

In the given question, a sentence is divided into four parts and given in the alternatives (A),
(B), (C), and (D). There is an error in one part. Choose the alternative containing that part of
the sentence that has the error. Choosing the alternative with the error will be the answer.
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18.

19.

20.

Between the advantages of being an Indian citizen, freedom to worship one’s own god is of

utmost importance for the orthodox.

A. Between the advantages of

B. being an Indian citizen,

C. freedom to worship one's own god is

D. of utmost importance for the orthodox.

Direction: Rearrange the following sentences (1, 2, 3, 4) to form a meaningful, logical, and

coherent paragraph based on the passage.

A. However, just as the 80-year-old folk veteran was finally settling into retirement due to
health problems, he received a massive wave of unexpected late attention when pop
superstar Ed Sheeran posted a glowing review of his long-forgotten 1978 LP on Instagram.

B. Despite achieving such remarkable early milestones, touring the world, and signing major
record deals, mainstream commercial success ultimately eluded him throughout his highly
respected but quiet career.

C. In 1966, a twenty-one-year-old Allan Taylor left his secure apprenticeship behind to seek
adventure across Europe, surviving by his musical wits and living day to day while sleeping
in the back of a van.

D. During those wandering years of playing for pennies in tiny bars, his fortunes abruptly

changed when he received a telegram from Fairport Convention inviting him to support

them on the massive stage of the Royal Albert Hall.

3142

4213

3421

. 2134

There are four underlined words in the sentence given below. One of them is misspelt.

Choose the option with the misspelt word.

Global health experts warned that the next pandemic could emerge from zoonotick diseases

transmitted between animals and humans.

A. experts

B. zoonotick

C. pandemic

D. transmitted

Choose the word that is the antonym of Habitual.

A. Regular

B. Occasional

C. Customary

D. Routine

Passage:

Most corporate turnarounds have similar themes. New ownership, an injection of capital,

rightsizing, capex, product-revitalisation, and for the successful ones — profitability. Just four

years ago, with the transition from being a Public Sector Undertaking to new ownership under
the Tata group, Air India was supposed to be that story. However, it has been anything but.

The airline continues to (1) severe losses, its reputation requires repair, and as we

oN®»

Join us on Telegram channel: English Madhyam, Email Id: Support@englishmadhyam.in
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info, Phone number: 7722987077 Page 8




JOIN TELEGRAM CHANNEL: ENGLISH MADHYAM

mark the first anniversary of the horrific Ahmedabad crash of Air India Flight 171, where 241
people on board and 19 on the ground lost their lives, there are more questions than answers.
All this while, Air India continues to struggle with culture, cash flow, and credibility. The (2)
is that Air India moved from a situation of constrained capital to (3) capital. But

too much capital can be a curse. Because too much capital can inadvertently amplify
challenges, and at scale. And capital creates a false sense of security, which then has
consequent impacts. The numbers speak for themselves: A loss in excess of $2 billion; an
estimated 22 per cent-plus cut in capacity; and a wide variation in net promoter scores
highlight a consistently inconsistent product. For those looking (4) the numbers, the
signals are many. But those calling them out are few and far between. The fact that the airline
is not able to turn a profit in a duopoly market where it (5) significant advantages is
very telling.

21. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 1.
A. amass
B. incur
C. inflict
D. harbor

22. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 2.
A. bone of contention
B. skeleton in the closet
C. elephantinthe room
D. writing on the wall

23. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 3.

A. affluent
B. lavish
C. abundant

D. superfluous
24. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 4.

A. besides

B. beyond

C. underneath

D. through

25. Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank number 5.

A. holds

B. holding

C. hold

D. held
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Answers
1. D 2.B 3B 4.A 5.C 6.C 7.A 8 A 9.B 10.D 11.B 12A
13.A 14D 15.A 16.C 17A 18.C 19B 20.B 21.B 22C 23.C 248B
25. A [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. D) Bothaandc
Statement a: Line from the passage: "Mr. Trump, who launched the conflict with his ally
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on February 28, now wants to end it through talks." and
"...effectively trapping the U.S. in a costly stalemate." The passage shows that the U.S. and
Israel (a couple of first-world powers) initiated the conflict themselves on February 28 and are
now stuck in a costly stalemate, meaning they are grappling with the strategic consequences
of it. Therefore, this statement is correct.
Statement b: Line from the passage: "Yes, Iran has absorbed significant military and economic
costs, but it has emerged strategically stronger by taking control of the Hormuz Strait... and
now controls the Strait of Hormuz, appears unwilling to hand him a diplomatic victory." The
passage clearly states that despite military and economic damages, Iran has emerged
strategically stronger rather than losing its footing, and it is actively unwilling to give the U.S. a
diplomatic victory. Therefore, this statement is incorrect.
Statement c: Line from the passage: "If Iran was willing to make concessions on its nuclear
programme on February 27, it now insists that any discussion on the nuclear file can take place
only after the U.S.-Israeli hostilities cease and the blockade is lifted." The passage shows that
right before the conflict (February 27), Iran was open to concessions, but after the escalation,
it has placed strict preconditions on any nuclear talks, making its stance more rigid. Therefore,
this statement is correct.

2. B) Bothaandc
Statement a: Line from passage: "On Wednesday he ordered strikes on Iran... Mr. Trump
backed off on Thursday, claiming progress in talks." FALSE. Trump ordered strikes on
Wednesday, not Thursday. On Thursday, he backed off and claimed progress, not a collapse.
Statement b: Line from passage: Line from the passage: "When the U.S. and Israel launched
the war, they wanted regime change in Tehran. More than three months later, the war, which
failed to achieve any of its declared objectives..." True> The passage notes that the allies
wanted regime change (political transformation) but completely failed to achieve their
declared goals. Since the statement accurately reflects the passage, it is true
Statement c: Line from passage: "...an uncontrollable Israel, whose bombing of Lebanon
threatens the fragile U.S.-Iran ceasefire..." FALSE. The passage explicitly states that Israel's
actions in Lebanon threaten the ceasefire, meaning it is a destabilizing factor rather than a
stabilizing one. Therefore, this statement is FALSE.

3. B) Unyielding
Intransigent means unwilling or refusing to change one's views or to agree about something.
Similarly, unyielding describes someone or something that refuses to give way to pressure or
persuasion, acting as the exact synonym.

Compliant: Agreeable and willing to yield to others (an antonym).
Fleeting: Lasting for a very short time.
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4.

10.

11.

Extricating: Releasing or disentangling from something

A) The allied forces expected to bring off the complete dismantling of Iran's strategic assets,
but instead got bogged down in a costly stalemate.
option A: Line from the passage: "...dismantling Iran’s nuclear programme, degrading its
missile capabilities... effectively trapping the U.S. in a costly stalemate." The passage explicitly
states that the allied forces expected the complete dismantling of Iran's programs, but the
ultimate outcome was getting trapped in a costly stalemate. "Bring off" means to succeed in a
difficult task, which accurately mirrors what they expected to do before getting bogged down.
Therefore, this statement is correct.
option b: Line from the passage: "...the war, which failed to achieve any of its declared
objectives... Rather than chasing a delusional Iranian surrender..." The passage explicitly states
the war failed and that expecting a surrender is delusional, meaning they did not succeed
perfectly. Therefore, this statement is incorrect.
option c: Line from the passage: "...Iran... now controls the Strait of Hormuz... Mr. Trump
backed off on Thursday, claiming progress in talks." The passage shows Iran controls the Strait
and Trump backed off much later, not that they expected to clear it by backing off a ceasefire
on day one. Therefore, this statement is incorrect.
C) Bothaandc
Critical: The author is openly critical of Donald Trump’s erratic approach ("reverted to his
familiar playbook", "chasing a delusional Iranian surrender”, "one step forward, two steps
back").
Eulogizing: Means praising highly. The author does not praise any party.
Pragmatic: Means dealing with things sensibly and realistically based on practical
considerations. The author acts pragmatically by advising Washington to adopt a "phased,
realistic diplomatic approach" to enforce the ceasefire and lift the blockade. Hence, option Ciis
the correct answer.
C) With no strings attached (idiom) — An offer made without conditions or restrictions,
requiring nothing in return fomm fonht =1t o feam T U

e Keep one on a string (idiom) — To control or manipulate someone fodt 31 3rgA

=0 o

¢ Loosen the apron strings (idiom) — To allow someone more independence E?ﬁl?ﬂatﬂ

. %;c_)[sen the purse strings (idiom) — To spend money more freely ﬁm {C.Nr GRE RN
A) The penny drops (idiom) — Said when someone suddenly comes to realize or understand
something 3META® TH H 3T S
A) The correct spelling of ‘Concious / Consious / Contious’ is ‘Conscious’, which means “aware
of and able to understand something” Had, SR |
B) The correct spelling of ‘nonchaliant’ is ‘nonchalant’, which means “calm and unconcerned;
not showing anxiety” ﬁf\ﬂ?‘f, a'CR_OI'I_E{I
D) The correct spelling of ‘Compatable’ is ‘Compatible’, which means “able to exist or work
together without conflict” 3o, T |
B) RPSQ
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Sentence R, aWﬁQI\"TGﬂT‘T (S1 %Z‘R_CTW) | &mm@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ "this prestigious
UNESCO designation" ¥ec T1Y dR TR 51 H §dTT T 'World Heritage List' B 3R SXIRT HId
%;I g "factual ground" WW%%%%W“M (heritage protection) G‘ﬁTW%"T
& Q1T U RIfa=ITel SR 89 71 ¢ |

Sentence P, Sentence R %W mmsﬂﬁﬁﬁlj "this protective status" (g YX&THD
anﬁ) W?ﬁ‘a?‘ﬁTW R frwrfﬁ?r%qw 'heritage protection' G| @TWW%I gg Uh
31t ffeh (mandatory link) SHTAT 8, S dTaT 8 fob TR HifSar & SR g TR0 BT
ﬁfﬁmqﬁﬁq (global tourism)%@ﬂé%ﬁﬁﬂ%l

Sentence S, Sentence P & dG &W@Tmsﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ "This sudden influx of tourists"
(Tfe! Bt U8 3P Hig) Weg Y TR W p H Id1T 7T Gded (‘global tourism') B 3R
SARTHIA B | TG WY P § b el Bl 59 HIS & SRUI RIFHIY TG & fo7g
&W&HW (unforeseen problems) 3R W faRiy (local backlash) aﬁ"fﬁ@%l
Sentence Q, Sentence S FHdIC &maﬂ%u‘suﬁ scenario ﬁ@ 'conclusion" (S6 ﬁq_elﬁ)
@1 3R T ST & | SH "For instance” (SGT8RUT & fo1T) HT o1k & S e AR IR s H g ¢
'local backlash' @1 Y& ARdidd SaT&RUl (Slovakia T Vikolinec TTid) &l ¢ | I8 FaTdT & [
ﬁ@ﬁq@ﬂ@ﬁﬁmm% ST s6 (W%Tﬁﬁ?ﬂa—'mese emerging
disputes'—d A T8 & B1 &1d §) P dlfchds YdTE 1 T RT3 |

e Sentence R comes at the beginning (after S1) because the phrase "this prestigious
UNESCO designation" creates a mandatory link pointing directly back to the "World
Heritage List" introduced in S1. It establishes the factual ground of how this status
successfully functions as a tool for heritage protection.

e Sentence P follows R because the transitional phrase "this protective status" creates a
mandatory link, directly referring to the "heritage protection" established at the end of
R. It introduces the shift in the narrative, explaining how social media has turned this
protection into a magnet for global tourism.

o Sentence S follows P as it uses the phrase "This sudden influx of tourists" to create a
mandatory link pointing directly to the "global tourism" mentioned in P. It details the
negative consequence of this tourism: unforeseen problems and severe local backlash.

e Sentence Qfollows S as the conclusion (leading into S6). It uses the phrase "For
instance" to provide a direct, real-world example (the village of Vlkolinec) of the "local
backlash" described in S. This specific example of a community wanting to reject its
status seamlessly bridges into S6, which summarizes these "emerging disputes" as part
of a growing global debate.

12. A) Damaged (adjective) — Broken, harmed, impaired, defective, spoiled &‘I'I%F;IW
Antonym: Flawless (adjective) — Perfect, intact, unblemished, faultless, pristine ﬁﬁq/ﬁm
RCASIE]

e Deteriorated (adjective) — Worsened, damaged, decayed, degraded WRId g3{[

e Defaced (adjective) — Damaged, spoiled, disfigured W‘g’&ﬂ

e Broken (adjective) — Damaged, shattered, cracked gCI g3l

13. A) ‘for’ DI TaNT EﬁTIT Hifh “befitting” & a1y Tl preposition “for” U Tt ST %,
forIapT 31 BT § “Iugad a1 TTH-IT g1 farlt 3fawR o forg |7 gl arad &1 o § fh a8
d Independence Day Celebration %mmﬁ% szri%nq, “for” Y ﬂ_eﬁ fdm e %I
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¢ ‘for’ should be used because the correct preposition used with “befitting” is “for,”
which means “suitable or appropriate for an occasion.” Here, the sentence conveys
that the song is not suitable for the Independence Day Celebration. Thus, “for” would
be the most appropriate choice.
14. D) Jockey (noun) — A professional rider of horses, especially in races ‘g@‘cﬁswﬁﬁmw
¢ Rider (noun) — A person who rides an animal or vehicle HdIR
e Groom (noun) — A person who takes care of horses Hﬁ@“{ﬁé@%mﬁw
e Farrier (noun) — A person who shoes horses aﬁs‘rﬁwwﬁw
15. A) Taxidermy (noun) — The art of preserving an animal's body by stuffing or mounting U]
TRR 1 TRFET DR Bi bl
e Scrimshaw (noun) — Carving or engraving on bone or ivory B@WE{\IJHUTW
e Oshibana (noun) — The art of pressing and arranging flowers Gd&TU gU chﬁm"r Dl
¢ Plastination (noun) — A method of preserving biological tissues with polymers NG
DI TRIET B Pt YD Ay
16. C) We saw a seal clapping its fins at the zoo.
Option 3 ﬂfﬁﬁ?%aﬁnﬁ? "clapping its fins" 3R "at the zoo" I contextual clues WE’W@
Udh marine mammal (ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂa)ﬁwm\’:ﬁ @TWWWW%I gﬂ%ﬁuﬂa
31 fad el & S homonym & faedd ST 31f &1 I fohaT AT §: Option 1 T
3BT emblem T stamp (ﬁ%@) P refer W%, Option 2 U document ﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘fﬂﬁ
& foru sTawTe fop T ST a1 wax (HIH) &1 <2IfdT 8, 3R Option 4 TH verb & TU H B Bl
%W Hﬁenvelopeﬁﬁ?ﬁ&lﬁﬁ@close (@3) WT%I Eﬂﬁfq, WWW@
"seal" a'ﬁ@sea animal %Wﬁﬂﬁﬂ@[ identiny_cIT%'I
e Option 3 is the correct answer because contextual clues like "clapping its fins" and "at
the zoo" clearly describe the physical actions and location of a marine mammal. In
contrast, the other options use entirely different meanings of this homonym: Option 1
refers to an official emblem or stamp, Option 2 refers to wax used to secure a
document, and Option 4 functions as a verb meaning to securely close an envelope.
Therefore, only the third sentence correctly identifies "seal" as a sea animal.

17. A) ‘Between the advantages of’ & dad ‘Among the advantages of’ CIRCIR él‘ IERIEE
between ﬁmﬁ%%wthﬂ G\Idl %, Sdfdb gl 3D (advantages) ﬁiﬂﬁaﬁ%, sﬂﬁﬂ’
among@ﬂﬁﬁ%l

e ‘Among the advantages of’ will be used instead of ‘Between the advantages of’ because
“between” is used for two things, whereas “among” is used for more than two, which
fits the context of multiple advantages.

18.C) 3421

Sentence 3, ﬁwa"rm‘a{mﬁ Wﬂa@ﬁ?% "factual ground" WW%I Zl_s'%Fﬂ

W@W (pronoun) %wﬁ’rﬁgﬁ&nﬁw%’, \_rlﬁ1966 H21 aﬁqwﬂém (Allan

%é_lror) é%&rqﬁmﬁéﬁwqﬁuﬁwﬁ (living day to day) ARG e B BT uikey
Azl

Sentence 4, Sentence 3 & dq &maﬁ%sﬂﬁﬁq‘d "During those wandering years" (3

Waﬁaﬁ%zﬁm) Yo TV TR 3 ﬁa?l'l_stTI_s; 'living day to day while sleeping in the

back of a van' (a:fﬁﬂ-ﬁ ﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁ) &I RUfA Bt @TE’QTRTW%I gg Udh &rﬁ'q'r!:ff%m
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19.

20.

21.

SHTAT & Sl 91T § o S HedhTd & GRIF 33 ATd 37ede 81 (Royal Albert Hall) 3 7T 1
ST AT et

Sentence 2, Sentence 4 & dlG &W@Tmsﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ "such remarkable early milestones"
(T IEIT YB3l Hd P TRIR) Weg, 1Y TR TR 4 H AT fHT 7T 'Royal Albert Hall' &
S T TR REHRAY B 3R SIRT I ¢ | T§ FA1dT ¢ [ 59 IRE B! AMER YB3 3R
P S & FMavg, 3¢ HH THYRT &1 ATGATIAD THAT (mainstream success) ol
forc |

Sentence 1, Sentence 2 %W &rrwa?ﬂ%u‘s'qf\f scenario ﬁw "conclusion” &1 3R &
Gﬂ?ﬂ%l Eﬂﬁ "However" (Bﬁﬁ?) 3R "settling into retirement" WW%, S 2 f[EIFITE{TI'Q
3% G| Aie, UTd HIAR & 3 &I ST ¢ | Tg TT BT ¢ [ NeARHAC & T SaHdH
TS IR (Ed Sheeran) GRT 3% TR TedH &I dRIH B3 I S 98 UG 3, S IR
%m%uar‘s' (past to present) ﬁwm%l

e Sentence 3 comes at the beginning because it establishes the factual ground. It
introduces the primary subject, young Allan Taylor, and sets the chronological starting
point of his journey in 1966 without relying on any preceding pronouns.

e Sentence 4 follows 3 because the transitional phrase "During those wandering years"
creates a mandatory link pointing directly back to his nomadic lifestyle ("living day to
day", "sleeping in the back of a van") established in 3. It highlights his sudden
breakthrough.

e Sentence 2 follows 4 as it uses the phrase "such remarkable early milestones" to create
a mandatory link pointing directly to his massive gig at the Royal Albert Hall mentioned
in 4. It summarizes the trajectory of his career from that point onward.

o Sentence 1 follows 2 as the final conclusion. It uses the transition "However" to
contrast his quiet, mainstream-eluded career (from 2) with a sudden burst of modern-
day fame. The reference to "settling into retirement" brings the timeline to the present
day, perfectly wrapping up the narrative.

B) The correct spelling of ‘zoonotick’ is ‘zoonotic’, which means “relating to diseases that can

be transmitted from animals to humans” Uﬂﬁ@ﬁj&ffﬁaﬁﬁaﬁ SIESESEIR G
B) Habitual (adjective) — Regular, customary, routine, usual, frequent &W/ﬁﬂ'&lﬁ
Antonym: Occasional (adjective) — Infrequent, irregular, rare, sporadic, sometimes FH-HH

e Regular (adjective) — Habitual, routine, usual

e Customary (adjective) — Habitual, traditional, usual BN

¢ Routine (adjective) — Habitual, regular, usual fafta
B) The blank requires a verb that correctly collocates with "severe losses." "(incur)" is the
standard financial and operational term meaning to become subject to something unwelcome
or unpleasant (like a debt or a loss) as a result of one's own behavior or actions. A) amass:
Means to gather or accumulate a large amount, usually applied to wealth or physical items,
not "severe losses" in a passive corporate sense. C) inflict: Means to cause harm or damage to
someone else, whereas the airline is suffering the losses itself. D) harbor: Means to keep a
thought or feeling secret, or to give shelter, which does not apply to financial losses.

e Blank &I W@ verb @] 3TARIHd] %\_rh "severe losses" & Y H_Eﬁ ST ¥ collocate

B "(incur)" Udh standard financial term %W 31 3 BT b GRUTHaR=Y
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$6 S (S B T JHI) FA1 8| A) amass: TTBT Y THGT HIAT &

(G{I'JIIT-?ITUT ¢), W%ﬁﬂﬂ%’n C) inflict: STT 31 fareit 3R Y JHUT UgaTI

g, SIdidh TIRATEH GG Jh U 9d 61 8| D) harbor: 39T 3 fardi! faaR &1 79

G T 'ROT ST B |

22. C) The blank requires an idiom that describes a major, obvious problem or controversial issue

that is present but deliberately ignored by people. "(elephant in the room)" perfectly captures
the massive issue (the shift from constrained to excessive capital) that is central to the
problem but not being adequately addressed. A) bone of contention: Means a subject or issue
over which there is continuing disagreement or argument. B) skeleton in the closet: Refers to
an embarrassing or shameful secret from the past that is kept hidden. D) writing on the wall:
Means a clear sign or warning that something bad is going to happen soon.

e Blank B! U T idiom B MALIHI § Sl U WY, TS| THWT BT JuiH B 511 AING
%W@’TWB@ ignhore WQ%%I "(elephant in the room)" gﬂa@ﬂw
aﬁqﬁmﬁ captureW%WWWW@ﬂﬁﬁWﬁ%l A) bone of
contention: M 3 Iradld Wﬁ'ﬁl’q%l B) skeleton in the closet: Ug 3rcitd & fopt
WW (secret) C2l| referW_cIT%l D) writing on the wall: RYd] Hﬁ%@ﬁ
g1 & g & WP Yhd ¢ |

23. C) The blank requires an adjective to contrast with "constrained" (limited or restricted) capital.
"(abundant)" means existing or available in large quantities; plentiful. It directly contrasts with
"constrained." A) affluent: Means having a great deal of money, but it is used to describe
people, neighborhoods, or societies, not the word "capital" itself. B) lavish: Describes
luxurious, elaborate, or overly generous spending, not the sheer volume of capital available. D)
superfluous: Means unnecessary or more than enough; while the capital might be "too much,"
the contrast to "constrained" simply requires a word meaning "plentiful" before the author
explains why it is a curse.

e Blank @I "constrained" (Fﬁﬁlﬁ) capital & ITY contrast B %ﬁm Udh adjective P
ATTIHAT ] | "(abundant)" BT 3 TS AHT & IUAR ATUR 8T8 | T8 Y
"constrained" %m%l A) affluent: YUD] e ?Fﬂa:ﬂ%, Wagaﬁmw\—sh
&1 qUMH HRA & fIT IuANT foar ST §, Wd "capital' (GoiT) BT a1 B) lavish: STHBT
31} SR TT WA 81 D) superfluous: STRT 3 SATTRID TT SReId T ST 5|

24. B) The blank requires a preposition indicating that people need to look further than, or
outside the strict limits of, the financial data ("the numbers") to see the real problems.
"(beyond)" precisely means at or to the further side of, or outside the scope of something. A)
besides: Means in addition to, or apart from, which does not carry the metaphorical weight of
"looking deeper/further." B) underneath: Means physically directly below something. D)
through: Means moving in one side and out the other, which doesn't fit the idiom of looking
past the surface data.

e Blank B TH preposition &I W%Gﬁwm% aRdfde JHRTS Bl 7=
%ﬁlﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁaﬁﬁnancial data ("the numbers") Pl T3 g aﬁmwé@ﬁﬁ
TIRIHAT 8 | "(beyond)" BT eI 31 Tt <ot & AR T SER A1 3UH UR 31 A)
besides:WG{?Af & 3T %I B) underneath: W\mf physicallyWEﬂG{%m
= ®1 D) through: 3T 31 T TR J gIRY dR% ST g |
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25. A) The blank tests subject-verb agreement and tense. The passage is narrating an ongoing,
current situation, as indicated by present tense verbs like "is not able" and "is very telling". The
subject of this specific clause is the pronoun "it" (referring to the airline), which is a third-
person singular pronoun. Therefore, a singular present-tense verb is strictly required. "(holds)"
is the only grammatically correct option. A) holding: A present participle that cannot act as a
main verb without an auxiliary verb (like "is holding"). B) held: Past tense, which contradicts
the present tense narrative of the sentence. D) hold: A plural present-tense verb, which
mathematically disagrees with the singular subject "it."

® Blank subject-verb agreement 3R tense WW&WW%I Passage Waﬁqﬂ@ﬁ
WHUT:IW?%T% ST 5 "is not able" 3fR "is very telling" o present tense verbs |
qdr EWl?lT%l 29 clause DT subject pronoun "it" (\_rﬁ airline @1 refer W%) %’ ST third-
person singular %I safri%m, strictly Uch singular present-tense verb Pl W%I
"(holds)" ThHIA grammatically correct W%I A) holding: Tg fom helping verb &
main verb ﬁWWTﬂﬂWWI B) held: g past tense %, Sl sentence &b
present tense narrative W@_E'FTWT%I D) hold: g U plural present-tense verb %,
S singular subject "it" & 1Y agree BRG] %I
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