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Strategic stalemate: On the U.S.-Iran conflict 
1. Strategic (adjective) - tactical, 

calculated, planned, deliberate, 

methodical.         

2. Stalemate (noun) - deadlock, impasse, 

standoff, draw, standstill.        

3. Lift (verb) - remove, end, cancel, 

abolish, revoke.       (          ) 

4. Blockade (noun) - siege, barrier, 

blockade, obstruction, encirclement. 

         
5. Back off (phrasal verb) - retreat, 

withdraw, pull back, yield, recede.      
     

6. Strike (verb) - attack, hit, assault, 

bombard, raid.           
7. Threaten (verb) - warn, intimidate, 

menace, browbeat, scare.        
8. Seize (verb) - capture, take, grab, 

confiscate, annex.           
9. Underscore (verb) - highlight, 

emphasize, underline, stress, accent. 

              (           ) 
10. Dilemma (noun) - predicament, 

quandary, plight, difficulty, puzzle. 

       
11. Deal with (phrasal verb) - handle, 

manage, address, tackle, cope with. 

       
12. Ally (noun) - partner, associate, 

colleague, confederate, supporter. 

       
13. Diplomatic (adjective) - political, 

tactful, negotiated, strategic, 

ministerial.          

14. Fragile (adjective) - delicate, weak, 

brittle, frail, vulnerable.       

15. Ceasefire (noun) - temporary 

agreement to stop fighting between 

opposing sides, truce          

16. Emboldened (adjective) - encouraged, 

heartened, strengthened, empowered, 

confident.          

17. Defiant (adjective) - rebellious, 

resistant, insubordinate, challenging, 

uncooperative.          
18. Intransigent (adjective) - stubborn, 

uncompromising, unyielding, rigid, 

inflexible.       

19. Revert to (phrasal verb) - to return to 

or go back to                        
20. Playbook (noun) - strategy, plan, 

scheme, method, approach.           
(      ) 

21. Negotiating (adjective) - bargaining, 

discussing, deliberating, mediating. 

                   
22. Shoot down (phrasal verb) - to cause 

an aircraft to fall by firing at it.     

       
23. Retaliate (verb) - hit back, 

counterattack, revenge, reciprocate, 

avenge.           (              

    ) 
24. Tit-for-tat strikes (noun) - retaliatory 

attacks where each side hits the other 

equally.                         
25. Escalation (noun) - increase, 

intensification, growth, rise, surge.      

(     ) 
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26. Despatch (verb) - send, dispatch, 

transmit, ship, forward.       
27. Armada (noun) - fleet, navy, squadron, 

flotilla, task force.              
28. Shore (noun) - coast, coastline, beach, 

seaside, waterfront.    

29. Submission (noun) - surrender, 

capitulation, compliance, yield, 

yielding.       

30. Dismantle (verb) - break down, take 

apart, demolish, scrap, destroy.     

     (           ) 
31. Degrade (verb) - weaken, undermine, 

lower, debase, diminish.            
32. Non-state militia (noun) - armed group 

not part of a government military.    -

                 

33. Regime (noun) - system or method of 

government, or a particular set of rules 

or practices      

34. Harden (verb) - toughen, solidify, 

calcify, set, stiffen.            
35. Make concessions on (phrase) - to 

yield or give in on specific points 

during negotiations.              

36. Insist on (phrasal verb) - to firmly 

demand or strongly maintain 

something.          
37. Take place (phrase) - to happen or 

occur           
38. Alter (verb) - change, modify, adjust, 

transform, vary.       
39. Trap (verb) - confine, corner, snare, 

entangle, imprison.        
40. Delusional (adjective) - unrealistic, 

fanciful, irrational, misled, mistaken. 

       
41. Enforce (verb) - implement, apply, 

execute, impose, carry out.           
42. In good faith (phrase) - with honest 

intentions and sincerity, without any 

intention to deceive             
43. Substantive (adjective) - meaningful, 

significant, serious, real, considerable. 

    (        ) 
44. Durable (adjective) - lasting, 

permanent, sustainable, enduring, 

long-term.      
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Series of gaps: on underreporting of child sexual abuse 
1. Abuse (noun) - mistreatment, harm, 

maltreatment, ill-treatment, cruelty. 

    /          

2. Distrust (noun) - suspicion, mistrust, 

doubt, skepticism, wariness.         

3. Lead to (phrasal verb) - to cause or 

result in something.           
4. Persistently (adverb) - continuously, 

constantly, steadily, repeatedly, 

doggedly.        

5. Trenchant (adjective) - incisive, sharp, 

cutting, effective, vigorous.          
(    ) 

6. Inefficiency (noun) - incompetence, 

inadequacy, ineptitude, wastefulness, 

inability.       
7. Often (adverb) - frequently, 

repeatedly, regularly, many times. 

     

8. Fixate (verb) - obsess, focus, dwell, 

preoccupy, concentrate.            

     (              ) 

9. Predatory (adjective) - exploitative, 

hunting, rapacious, voracious, 

aggressive.       (        ) 
10. Stranger (noun) - unknown person, 

foreigner, newcomer, outsider.       
11. Conducive (to) (adjective) - favorable, 

helpful, beneficial, promote.       

12. Abandoned (adjective) - deserted, 

forsaken, neglected, discarded, left. 

          

13. Tend to (phrasal verb) - to be likely to 

do something or to happen in a 

particular way.            
14. Paradigm (noun) - model, pattern, 

framework, prototype, standard. 

       (    ) 

15. Core (noun) - center, heart, essence, 

nucleus, hub.     

16. Dimension (noun) - aspect, facet, 

feature, scale, magnitude.      

17. Wetland (noun) - an area of land that 

is permanently or seasonally covered 

with water and supports water-loving 

plants and animals         

18. Restoration (noun) - renovation, 

revival, repair, rehabilitation, renewal. 

      
19. Overlook (verb) - ignore, disregard, 

neglect, miss, bypass.             
20. Conclude (verb) - finish, complete, 

end, terminate, settle.           

        (          ) 
21. Take cognisance (phrase) - to notice 

and take into judicial account.       

     
22. Conviction rate (noun) - percentage of 

cases resulting in a guilty verdict. 

           

23. Undermine (verb) - weaken, sabotage, 

compromise, erode, subvert.       
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24. Prompt (verb) - trigger, incite, spur, 

encourage, provoke.            
25. Swift (adjective) - fast, quick, rapid, 

prompt, immediate.       (   ) 

26. Vulnerable (adjective) - susceptible, 

weak, exposed, defenseless, at risk. 

        

27. Elusive (adjective) - hard to find, 

evasive, intangible, indefinable.       

(                   ) 
28. Discourage (verb) - deter, dissuade, 

dishearten, daunt, prevent.           

     
29. Apathy (noun) - indifference, lack of 

interest, lethargy, detachment. 

         
30. Potentially (adverb) - possibly, likely, 

conceivably, hiddenly.               
31. Perpetrator (noun) - offender, 

criminal, culprit, wrongdoer, attacker. 

       
32. Flee (verb) - escape, run away, bolt, 

abscond, depart.          
33. Ultimately (adverb) - finally, 

eventually, in the end, lastly.       
34. Perceive (verb) - observe, notice, 

discern, interpret, view.       
(          ) 

35. Bureaucratic (adjective) - 

administrative, red-tape-heavy, official, 

formal.                 

36. Vulnerable (adjective) - helpless, 

endangered, at-risk, exposed. 

        

37. Strengthen (verb) - reinforce, fortify, 

bolster, toughen, intensify.       

     
38. Suppress (verb) - repress, stifle, curb, 

quench, conceal.       
39. Offender (noun) - criminal, culprit, 

wrongdoer, perpetrator, lawbreaker. 

       
40. Amendment (noun) - revision, 

modification, alteration, change, 

adjustment.        

41. Outrage (noun) - anger, fury, 

indignation, wrath, shock.      

42. Harsher (adjective) - stricter, more 

severe, more rigorous, sterner. 

       

43. Comprehensive (adjective) - inclusive, 

complete, thorough, extensive, 

detailed.       

44. Recidivism (noun) - reoffending, 

relapsing into crime.            (      

  ) 
45. Deterrent (noun) - disincentive, 

discouragement, curb, warning, check. 

       

46. Scarce (adjective) - rare, insufficient, 

sparse, meager, limited.       

47. Acquittal (noun) - absolution, 

clearance, exoneration, discharge, 

dismissal.          
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48. Victimisation (noun) - unfair 

treatment, oppression, persecution. 

       

49. Insensitive (adjective) - thoughtless, 

callous, uncaring, indifferent, 

unsympathetic.            

50. Trauma (noun) - psychological injury, 

shock, distress, damage, hurt.      

51. Stigma (noun) - disgrace, shame, 

dishonor, brand, mark.      

52. Evade (verb) - avoid, dodge, elude, 

escape, shirk.     
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Elon Musk’s wealth defies gravity — and reality 
1. Defy (verb) - resist, confront, challenge, 

withstand, oppose               

2. Gravity (noun) - weightiness, force, 

seriousness, pull, heaviness             

3. Predict (verb) - forecast, foresee, 

anticipate, project, augur             
     

4. Indeed (adverb) - actually, certainly, 

genuinely, truly, really            

5. Threshold (noun) - limit, verge, brink, 

boundary, inception      /       

6. Thanks to (phrase) - because of, as a 

result of           

7. Blockbuster (adjective) - massive, 

sensational, monumental, huge, 

successful        /           

8. Abstract (adjective) - theoretical, 

conceptual, academic, ideal, 

philosophical       /         

9. Seek to (phrasal verb) - try to or  attempt 

to            

10. Scope (noun) - extent, range, scale, 

breadth, capacity       /       

11. Amount to (phrasal verb) - to be equal to 

or result in something.               

12. Of course (phrase) - naturally, certainly, 

obviously       

13. Fluctuate (verb) - oscillate, shift, vary, 

swing, waver      -          

14. Slump (verb) - decline, drop, plummet, 

decrease, fall             

15. Fortune (noun) - wealth, assets, capital, 

riches, prosperity     -       

16. Minor (adjective) - slight, small, trivial, 

insignificant, secondary          

17. Glitch (noun) - error, fault, flaw, defect, 

hiccup        /    
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Limits of America: On the U.S.-Iran agreement 
1. Merely (adverb) - only, simply, just, 

purely, solely.      

2. Regime (noun) - administration, 

government, authority, rule, power. 

     

3. Non-state actors (noun) - individuals 

or organizations that operate 

independently of governments and 

influence political, economic, or social 

affairs.    -          

4. Memorandum of understanding 

(noun) - a formal agreement between 

parties before a binding contract. 

            

5. Blockade (noun) - siege, barrier, 

obstruction, encirclement, barricade. 

         
6. Exist (verb) - live, breathe, be, subsist, 

survive.                
7. Pave the way for (phrase) - to make 

progress or future development easier. 

               
8. Substantive (adjective) - meaningful, 

significant, solid, real, considerable. 

    (        ) 
9. Isolated (adjective) - alone, lonely, 

remote, detached, secluded.    -

    

10. Sidelines (noun) - periphery, sidelines, 

margin, edge, border.        (      
     ) 

11. Underscore (verb) - emphasize, 

highlight, stress, underline, accent. 

              

12. Landscape (noun) - scene, terrain, 

vista, view, panorama.        

13. Viable (adjective) - feasible, workable, 

practicable, achievable, possible. 

        
14. Submit (verb) - surrender, capitulate, 

yield, succumb, concede.            
15. Maximalist (adjective) - 

uncompromising, extremist, radical, 

maximal, total.            
16. Phased (adjective) - staged, gradual, 

incremental, step-by-step, periodic. 

        
17. Diplomatic (adjective) - political, 

tactful, strategic, ministerial, judicious. 

         

18. Preliminary (adjective) - initial, 

introductory, opening, preparatory, 

primary.         

19. Frozen assets (noun) - assests or funds 

that have been legally blocked and 

cannot be accessed, transferred, or 

used.             

20. Reparation (noun) - compensation, 

amends, indemnity, redress, 

restitution.        
21. Ceasefire (noun) - a temporary 

agreement to stop fighting between 

opposing sides, truce          

22. Sanction (noun) - penalty, punishment, 

restriction, embargo, ban.        

23. Stability (noun) - consistency, 

steadfastness, firmness, equilibrium, 

balance.        
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24. Outbreak (noun) - eruption, flare-up, 

outburst, surge, explosion.      

(     ) 
25. Hostility (noun) - aggression, 

animosity, conflict, war, antagonism. 

      
26. Under way (adjective) - in progress, 

happening, ongoing, proceeding, 

continuing.           
27. Resolve (noun) - determination, 

firmness, purpose, drive, grit.       

28. Geographical (adjective) - relating to 

the physical features, location, and 

characteristics of places on Earth. 

        

29. Guerrilla wins if he does not lose 

(phrase) - success for an irregular force 

is defined by survival against a superior 

power.                           

              
30. Set to (phrase) - to start working or 

dealing with something       

31. Nevertheless (adverb) - however, 

nonetheless, yet.        
32. Prospect (noun) - possibility, outlook, 

chance, potential, hope.         

33. Negotiated (adjective) - agreed, 

settled, discussed, bargained, 

arranged.                          
34. Outcome (noun) - result, consequence, 

effect, end, upshot.        

35. Potential (adjective) - possible, likely, 

prospective, latent, hidden.         

36. Rein in (phrasal verb) - to control or  

restrain              
37. Ally (noun) - partner, associate, 

colleague, supporter, confederate. 

       
38. Instil (verb) - inject, infuse, implant, 

impart, teach.              
39. Demonstrate (verb) - show, exhibit, 

display, manifest, reveal.            
40. Deterrence (noun) - discouragement, 

dissuasion, prevention, check, warning. 

       

41. Diplomacy (noun) -  the practice of 

managing relations and negotiations 

between countries.         

42. Resist (verb) - oppose, withstand, defy, 

fight, combat.            
43. Sabotage (verb) - disrupt, damage, 

wreck, undermine, thwart.    -    
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Innovate or be eaten: On India and an innovative ecosystem  
1. Ecosystem (noun) - a community of 

living organisms and their physical 

environment interacting with one 

another.                 

2. Frontier (noun) - border, boundary, 

edge, margin, limit.      
3. Pathbreaking (adjective) - pioneering, 

groundbreaking, innovative, 

revolutionary, novel.         

4. Executive (noun) - administrator, 

director, manager, official, leader. 

         
5. Display (verb) - exhibit, show, 

demonstrate, reveal, present.       

     
6. Managerial (adjective) - 

administrative, supervisory, executive, 

organizational, directorial.         

7. Advance (verb) - promote, further, 

forward, boost, progress.           
8. At the forefront (phrase) - in the 

leading or most important position. 

         
9. Patient incubation (noun) - the slow 

and careful process of developing a 

new idea or startup.                 

      
10. Lead to (phrasal verb) - to cause or 

result in something.           
11. Potential (noun) - possibility, 

capability, promise, capacity, prospect. 

        
12. Collaboration (noun) - cooperation, 

partnership, alliance, joint effort, 

teamwork.       

13. Advocate (verb) - support, champion, 

promote, back, endorse.            
14. Key (adjective) - crucial, essential, vital, 

critical, central.      

15. The aftermath of (phrase) - the period 

of time following an unpleasant event. 

            

16. Perhaps (adverb) - maybe, possibly, 

conceivably, perchance, peradventure. 

     

17. Brute-force (verb) - to solve a problem 

through immense effort or force. 

                       
18. Given (preposition) - considering, 

provided, assuming, regarding, taking 

into account.           

19. Incremental (adjective) - gradual, 

progressive, step-by-step, cumulative, 

small.      

20. Deployment (noun) - installation, 

positioning, stationing, arrangement, 

application.        
21. Policymaker (noun) - legislator, 

administrator, official, planner, 

architect.              
22. Advocate (verb) - support, 

recommend, favor, endorse, 

champion.            
23. Pursuit (noun) - quest, search, hunt, 

ambition, endeavor.     

24. Seek (verb) - search, look for, pursue, 

hunt, endeavor.        
25. Efficiency (noun) - productivity, 

competence, capability, performance, 

effectiveness.          
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26. Nonetheless (adverb) - however, 

nevertheless, yet, still, regardless.     

   
27. Vast (adjective) - huge, enormous, 

immense, extensive, colossal.       

28. Exploration (noun) - investigation, 

research, examination, study, 

discovery.        

29. Pursue (verb) - follow, chase, seek, 

hunt, track.           
30. Stable (adjective) - steady, secure, 

firm, balanced, consistent.      

31. Swashbuckling (adjective) - bold, 

adventurous, daring, reckless, showy. 

      (         ) 
32. Rent-seeking (noun) - the act of 

gaining wealth without creating new 

wealth.                  
33. Rein in (phrasal verb) - to control, 

restrain or  check              
34. Dread (verb) - fear, worry, apprehend, 

panic, shrink.            
35. Venture capital (noun) - funding 

provided to new or growing businesses 

with high potential for profit.       

      
36. Assess (verb) - evaluate, judge, gauge, 

measure, analyze.               

37. Exploratory (adjective) - investigative, 

probing, tentative, trial, experimental. 

        
38. Cutting-edge (adjective) - modern, 

advanced, innovative, pioneering, 

state-of-the-art.           

39. On the same footing (phrase) - in the 

same position or status.             

40. Predictable (adjective) - reliable, 

consistent, expected, forecastable, 

certain.                 

41. Look forward to (phrasal verb) - to 

anticipate with pleasure.            
           

42. A dead end (phrase) - a situation that 

has no future or progress.        

43. Greener pastures (phrase) - a better 

place or situation.            

44. Abundant (adjective) - plentiful, 

copious, bountiful, ample, profuse. 

     

45. Go a long way (phrase) - to be very 

helpful or effective.                  
46. Stubborn (adjective) - obstinate, 

persistent, headstrong, unyielding, 

tenacious.      
47. Political capital (noun) - the goodwill 

and influence built up by a politician. 

              
48.  
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Lopsided solution: On syrup-based medicines, doctor’s prescription 
1. Lopsided (adjective) - unbalanced, 

uneven, skewed, disproportionate, 

asymmetrical.        
2. Oversight (noun) - supervision, 

surveillance, inspection, management, 

control.         
3. Overarching (adjective) - 

comprehensive, all-encompassing, 

inclusive, broad, blanket.       

4. Credible (adjective) - reliable, 

believable, trustworthy, plausible, 

dependable.          

5. Reformist (adjective) - progressive, 

revisionist, ameliorative, 

transformative, radical.           
6. Signal (verb) - indicate, hint, suggest, 

show, gesture.            
7. Single out (phrasal verb) - to choose 

one person or thing from a group for 

special attention.              
8. Contamination (noun) - pollution, 

impurity, tainting, adulteration, 

infection.        

9. Undermine (verb) - weaken, subvert, 

sabotage, erode, compromise.       

     
10. Functioning (adjective) - working, 

operational, active, running, effective. 

       

11. Cocktails (noun) - mixtures, blends, 

combinations, compounds, 

concoctions.      

12. Tremor (noun) - shaking, vibration, 

quivering, shivering, tremor.      

13. Palpitation (noun) - heartbeat, 

thumping, flutter, pulse, rhythm. 

     

14. Sedation (noun) - calmness, 

tranquility, sleepiness, drowsiness, lull. 

       
15. Paradoxical (adjective) - contradictory, 

inconsistent, ironic, baffling, puzzling. 

           
16. Suppressant (noun) - restrainer, 

inhibitor, pacifier, depressant, 

stabilizer.         
17. Mask (verb) - hide, conceal, disguise, 

cover, camouflage.        
18. Underlying (adjective) - fundamental, 

basic, hidden, latent, intrinsic. 

          

19. Entrenched (adjective) - ingrained, 

deep-rooted, established, fixed, set. 

                 

20. De facto (noun) - existing in reality, 

even if not officially recognized.        
21. Inappropriate (adjective) - unsuitable, 

improper, unfitting, wrong, incorrect. 

       

22. Contaminated (adjective) - polluted, 

tainted, impure, infected, dirty.       

23. Fundamental (adjective) - basic, 

essential, primary, core, central. 

      

24. Tolerate (verb) - allow, permit, endure, 

stand, bear.          
25. Ultimately (adverb) - eventually, 

finally, in the end, lastly, at last.       
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26. Bankrupt (verb) - impoverish, ruin, 

break, insolvent, collapse.          
     

27. Following (preposition) - after, 

subsequent to, post, behind, next to.    
    

28. Persist (verb) - continue, endure, 

remain, last, linger.          
29. Chronically (adverb) - persistently, 

constantly, habitually, perpetually, 

deep-seatedly.                 
30. Inspectorate (noun) - oversight body, 

inspection department, regulators, 

auditors, monitors.              

31. Sans (preposition) - without, minus, 

lacking, excluding, devoid of.         
32. Subpar (adjective) - substandard, 

inferior, deficient, inadequate, below-

average. औ         

33. Enforcement (noun) - implementation, 

execution, application, imposition, 

carrying out.       

34. Infinitely (adverb) - endlessly, 

immeasurably, vastly, boundlessly, 

exceedingly.        

35. More so (phrase) - to a greater degree 

or extent. औ          

36. Aspiring (adjective) - ambitious, 

hopeful, striving, eager, goal-oriented. 

      
  


