The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

Supreme Court safeguards for live-in partners are much-needed and long-
overdue

The Supreme Court’s decision to extend the protection against domestic cruelty to women in live-in
relationships that are “in the nature of marriage” is a welcome attempt to bring criminal law in step
with evolving social realities. By holding that Section 498A of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code — and
its equivalent, Section 85 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita — can apply where the relationship is
founded on a genuine intent to marry, the SC has adopted an expansive reading of the law. It
acknowledges that domestic abuse derives its force from unequal power and coercion, that it does
not become less devastating because a relationship lacks formal solemnisation. While women in live-
in relationships already have recourse to civil remedies under the Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005, the judgment makes clear that the absence of a formally solemnised marriage
cannot, by itself, deny them the protection of criminal law. In doing so, the Court reinforces the
principle that legal protection must respond to the substance of intimate relationships rather than
their form.

Violence in intimate relationships remains one of India’s most pervasive yet under-reported crimes.
The recent NFHS found that over 22 per cent of ever-married women have experienced physical,
sexual or emotional violence at the hands of their partners. Yet, financial and social compulsions mean
that only a small minority seeks redressal. \Women in live-in relationships often face additional legal,
procedural and social burdens. In the present case, for instance, the accused sought to quash criminal
proceedings initiated by his partner, arguing that because he was already married, their relationship
could not amount to a valid marriage and therefore could not attract the offence of cruelty.

In cases such as D Velusamy v D Patchaiammal (2010) and Indra Sarma v VKV Sarma (2013), the SC had
laid out the factors, including whether the couple has lived together for a considerable period, and
whether the relationship possesses the requisite permanence and commitment, to be considered in
case of live-in relationships in the nature of marriage. By adding further guardrails — the judgment has
mandated the safeguards in Arnesh Kumar vs Bihar to be followed in such cases — the Court has

struck a careful and necessary balance. |[Practice Exercise]|

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’
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Vocabulary
14.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Safeguard (noun) - protection, defense,
buffer, guard, shield ﬁT&:{TW
Long-overdue (adjective) - belated,

delayed, long-delayed, late, overdue s
AT Hoffad

Cruelty (noun) - brutality, harshness,
atrocity, abuse, mistreatment soldr
Evolve (verb) - develop, progress, advance,
unfold, mature ﬁw@?re’rrn

Erstwhile (adjective) - former, previous,
past, one-time, late W

Equivalent (noun) - counterpart, match,
equal, parallel, peer HHNET

Intent (noun) - intention, purpose, aim,
objective, motive SXIcaT

Acknowledge (verb) - admit, recognize,
accept, concede, confess TR hIaT
Abuse (noun) - mistreatment, exploitation,
harm, ill-treatment, cruelty W
Derive (verb) - obtain, extract, draw, gain,
deduce 9T eheAT

Coercion (noun) - duress, force,
compulsion, intimidation, pressure

STeRGEAT

Devastating (adjective) - destructive,
ruinous, disastrous, catastrophic, crippling

IEGIMEIR

Solemnisation (noun) - the formal and
legally recognized performance of a

marriage ceremony ﬁqﬂmm
oA

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

Recourse (noun) - option, resort, remedy,
refuge, alternative HgRT
Remedy (noun) - solution, cure, redress,

relief, answer 39dY

Solemnise (verb) - perform, celebrate,
formalize, sanctify, conduct Ffaa gue

h T

Reinforce (verb) - strengthen, fortify,
bolster, support, underline Holdd AT
Substance (noun) - essence, core, weight,
reality, meaning HIX

Intimate (adjective) - close, personal,
private, deep, cherished AT
Pervasive (adjective) - widespread,
prevalent, ubiquitous, extensive, rampant
<dYeh

Compulsion (noun) - pressure, necessity,
force, obligation, constraint ?le_rl_slﬁ

Seek (verb) - pursue, request, solicit, look
for, aim for HIITT

Redressal (noun) - remedy, relief,
reparation, justice, satisfaction foraror
Often (adverb) - frequently, regularly,
repeatedly, commonly 31F8Y

For instance (phrase) - for example, as an
illustration BE%TUTQ?%I'U

Accused (noun) - defendant, suspect,
respondent, culprit, offender RIY
Seek (verb) - try, attempt, strive, endeavor,
aim 9ITH eheAT
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Quash (verb) - annul, void, nullify, cancel,
invalidate g sh{dT
Amount to (phrasal verb) - to equal,

constitute, represent or correspond &

SIS gleAT
Lay out (phrasal verb) - to arrange
something on a flat surface feTRa HTAT

Considerable (adjective) - substantial,
significant, sizeable, large, appreciable
FTHT

Possess (verb) - have, own, hold, contain,
display TEIT

Requisite (adjective) - required, necessary,
essential, mandatory, indispensable
JATdRTh

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

Permanence (noun) - durability, stability,
continuity, lastingness, endurance IGEGEG ]
Guardrail (noun) - safety measure,
safeguard, protection, boundary, guideline
glarehad

Mandate (verb) - direct, order, command,
require, authorize R IGEIRETGI
Safeguard (noun) - protection, shield,

safety measure, defense, precaution §T&=|T

34T

Strike a balance (phrase) - to achieve a
reasonable compromise between two
opposing needs, interests, or situations

T olel deTlell
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Summary of the Editorial
1. The Supreme Court has ruled that women in certain live-in relationships can receive protection

against domestic cruelty under criminal law.

2. The Court held that Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and its equivalent Section 85
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) apply to live-in relationships that are “in the nature of
marriage.”

3. The judgment recognises that domestic violence arises from unequal power and coercion,
regardless of whether the relationship is formally solemnised.

4. The Court adopted an expansive interpretation of criminal law to reflect changing social
realities and modern relationship patterns.

5. Women in live-in relationships already have civil remedies under the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, 2005, but this judgment extends access to criminal protection as
well.

6. The ruling makes it clear that the absence of a formal marriage alone cannot deprive women
of legal protection against domestic cruelty.

7. The Court emphasised that the substance of a relationship is more important than its legal
form when determining entitlement to protection.

8. The editorial highlights that intimate partner violence remains one of India’s most widespread
yet under-reported crimes.

9. According to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS), over 22% of ever-married women
have experienced physical, sexual, or emotional violence from their partners.

10. Many victims fail to seek justice because of financial dependence, social stigma, and family
pressures.

11. Women in live-in relationships face additional legal, procedural, and social challenges, making
access tojustice even more difficult.

12. In the present case, the accused argued that because he was already legally married, the live-
in relationship could not qualify as a marriage-like relationship, and therefore the offence of
cruelty should not apply.

13. The Supreme Court relied on principles established in D. Velusamy v. D. Patchaiammal (2010)
and Indra Sarmav. V.K.V. Sarma (2013), which identified factors such as long-term
cohabitation, permanence, and commitment to determine whether a live-in relationship
resembles marriage.

14. At the same time, the Court directed that the safeguards laid down in Arnesh Kumar v. State of
Bihar must be followed, ensuring that criminal proceedings are not misused through
unnecessary arrests.

15. The editorial concludes that the judgment strikes an appropriate balance between protecting
women from domestic abuse and preventing misuse of criminal law, making it a timely and
progressive stepin aligning legal protections with contemporary social realities.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. The primary purpose of the passageisto |[Editoria| Page]|
A. explain how new evidence on domestic violence rates justifies stronger legal action for
women

B. argue that civil remedies alone fail to protect women in informal domestic partnerships
C. discuss how the Supreme Court has broadened criminal protection for live-in couples with
due safeguards
D. critique the added safeguards the Supreme Court imposed on cruelty cases ininformal
relationships
2. It canbe inferred that the author references the cases of D Velusamy v D Patchaiammal and
Indra Sarma v VKV Sarma in the third paragraph primarily in order to
A. establish the legal precedent from which the present judgment's expanded reasoning builds
B. contrast the outdated reasoning of earlier courts with the present, more progressive ruling
C. provide an example of a point on which the Court and the accused were already in
agreement
D. illustrate how earlier rulings failed to anticipate the safeguards later added in Arnesh Kumar
vs Bihar
3. Which of the following correctly identifies the tense used predominantly in the first
paragraph?
A. Pastsimple
B. Present simple
C. Pastperfect
D. Present perfect
4. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT cited as a burden or barrier affecting
victims of intimate partner violence?
A. Structural gender dynamics involving unequal authority and coercion
B. Monetary dependence and societal pressure preventing formal complaints
C. Systematic refusal of lower courts to hear unsolemnised civil disputes
D. Extra procedural and legal hurdles specific to non-traditional relationships
5. What doesthe word "quash" most nearly mean as used in the passage?
A. Postpone indefinitely
B. Nullify formally
C. Publicise widely
D. Intensify gradually
6. Direction: Rearrange the following parts (1, 2, 3, 4) to form a meaningful, logical, and
coherent passage.
1. She was the Player of the Series when England won both the ODIl and T20 World Cups in
2009.
2. She studied mathematics at Oxford and left a well-paying job at P&G to be a full-time
cricketer when there was no money in the women’s game.
3. She remains the highest scorer, male or female, in an ODI at Lord’s.
4. Claire Taylor is the first woman to be named Wisden’s Cricketer of the Year.
A. 4-1-3-2
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B. 4-3-1-2
C. 3-4-21
D. 2-3-4-1

7.

10.

11.

12.

Direction: Rearrange the following parts (A, B, C, D) to form a meaningful, logical, and

coherent passage.

A. When the rains arrived, they were intense, with cities such as Mumbai and Surat receiving a
month’s rainfall in a matter of days.

B. Similar conditions have recently affected large swathes of China’s provinces, particularly
Guangxi, Shaanxi and Gansu.

C. This year, El Nifio delayed the monsoon in India.

D. Regions in Assamand Odisha have experienced severe flooding, resulting in loss of life and
damage to infrastructure.

A. C-A-D-B

B. C-D-A-B

C. A-C-D-B

D. D-A-C-B

Find the part of the given sentence that has an error init. If there is no error, choose ‘No
error’.

It take her a /long time to get over /her failure in the examination. /No error

A. long time to getover

B. her failure in the examination

C. Noerror

D. It take hera

Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, select No Improvement.

The inflation rate raised up 8% last month.

A. roseto

B. No Improvement

C. riseto

D. raiseup

Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word.

Morose

A. Cranky

B. Cheerful

C. Prudent

D. Solemn

Choose the most appropriate word that can substitute the given group of words.
The state of growing to maturity.

A. Immigrant

B. Innocence

C. Adolescence

D. Apartheid

Select the most appropriate meaning of the givenidiom.

To pull someone's legs
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A. Of akind and sympathetic nature
B. To use all possible methods
C. To playa joke on someone
D. Not a serious information
13. Find the part of the given sentence that has an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No
error’.
Don’t worry, /there is less time /for the train to arrive. /No error
A. Don’t worry,
B. there is less time
C. No error
D. for the train to arrive
14. Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, select No Improvement.
A study suggests that woman is good at handling emotions than men.
A. women is better
B. No Improvement
C. woman are best
D. women are better
15. Select the most appropriate antonym of the given word.
Loiter
A. Loaf
B. Hasten
C. Dawdle
D. Repel
16. Select the most appropriate option to substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, select No Improvement.
MS Dhoni has no immediate plans to retire.
A. plan to retirement
B. plans retiring
C. planning for retire
D. No Improvement
17. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given word.

Tangled
A. Orderly
B. Regulated
C. Knotted
D. Organized
18. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.
He for a week when his father came
A. hasbeenill
B. had beenill
C. is beingill
D. isill

19. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the blank.

Telegram channel: English Madhyam.
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info Page 7




The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

The air-conditioner has made ceiling fans alittle_____in today's world.
A. extinct

B. absurd

C. additional

D. redundant

20. Select the most appropriate meaning of the givenidiom.
As clear as a bell
A. To have a tinkling sound
B. Ata very low price
C. Togetfooled
D. Readily understood
Read the cloze passage and answer the following questions:
If we were to leap out of the pages of the epic, the best place to start would be the one from
whom the story is said to have first emerged. Homer. The author of the Odyssey is a being of
many mysteries. One of the greatest mysteries lies in the very existence of Homer! Scholars
have grown puzzled about the true identity of Homer for centuries, and have constantly
debated the (2) conundrum of whether Homer was a single author, a group of people, or even a
name used by a lineage of writers. Samuel Butler, an author from the early 19th Century, even
theorised that Homer was not a man but a young Sicilian woman! This mystery, and the journey
to study and uncover it, came (5) be known as the Homeric question.
Famed scholars and critics of history, including Richard Bentley, the founder of historical
philology, and Friedrich August, the founder of modern philology, (3) emphasised and
spoken upon the fluid-like nature of the text, which gave it the structure of an oral narrative.
Aspects like repeated phrases and the manner in which the text is delivered formulated the
theory that the Odyssey, alongside the lliad, was a product of oral-formulaic composition. This
is where oral poets (4) and create poetry through repetitions and ready-made or
established phrases. Two (1) pioneers in the study and research of Homeric epics, Milman Parry
and Albert Lord, pointed out that the repetitions found inthese kinds of epics were inherited
from the poet’s ancestors, and were known as “formulas”.

21. The word "pioneers" in the passage is closest in meaning to:
A. followers
B. innovators
C. spectator
D. imitator

22. Select the word that is the most appropriate antonym of "conundrum" as used in the
passage:
A. enigma
B. resolution
C. dilemma
D. paradox

23. Choose the correct auxiliary verb to fill in the blank:
A. has
B. had
C. have
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D. having
24. Choose the correct verb to complete the sentence:
A. improvise
B. improvises
C. improvised
D. improvising
25. Select the correct preposition to fill in the blank:
A. to
B. for
C. into
D. with
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Answers

1. C 22A 3B 4C 5B 6.B 7.A 8D 9.A 10.B 11.C 12.C

13.B 14D 15B 16.D 17.C 18B 19D 20.D 21.B 22B 23.C 24.A

25. A [Practice Exercise]]
Explanations

1. C) discuss how the Supreme Court has broadened criminal protection for live-in couples with
due safeguards
Central Theme: The passage focuses on the Supreme Court's decision to extend Section 498A
(protection against domestic cruelty) to women in live-in relationships that are "in the nature of
marriage." It explains how the Court moved beyond the "form" of marriage to the "substance"
of the relationship, ensuring that criminal law—not just civil law—protects these women. The
final paragraph specifically mentions that the Court added "further guardrails" (referencing
the Arnesh Kumar safeguards) to strike a "careful and necessary balance."
option A borrows the NFHS statistic from the passage but wrongly makes it the reason for the
judgment, when the passage uses it only as background context for why the issue matters.
Option B mentions civil remedies, but the passage is more about the expansion of criminal law
rather than a specific argument against the efficacy of civil law.
Option D is incorrect because the passage supports the safeguards as a "necessary balance"
rather than critiquing them.

2. A) establish the legal precedent from which the present judgment's expanded reasoning
builds
The third paragraph states that in these cases (Velusamy and Sarma), the Supreme Court "had
laid out the factors" (such as duration of living together, permanence, and commitment) that
define a relationship "in the nature of marriage." The author mentions these cases to show that
the legal definition of which live-in relationships deserve protection wasn'tinvented just now.
The current judgment takes those established definitions (the precedent) and applies them to a
new area: criminal law (Section 498A). It shows a logical evolution of the law rather than a
sudden change.
Option 2: The author does not describe the earlier rulings as "outdated"; rather, they are
presented as the essential criteria used to identify valid live-in relationships today.
Option 3: There is no indication that the accused agreed with these precedents; in fact, the
second paragraph states the accused tried to quash the proceedings by arguing the relationship
wasn't a valid marriage.
Option 4: The passage mentions the Arnesh Kumar safeguards are being applied now to strike a
balance, but it does not frame the older cases as "failures" for not including them at the time.

3. B) Presentsimple
In Paragraph 1, the author uses the Present Simple tense as the predominant grammatical
structure to state ongoing principles, observations, and interpretations of the law: The author is
discussing the current implications of a recent judgment, expressing current opinions, and
stating general truths (such as how domestic abuse derives its force). While the present perfect
("has adopted") is used once to describe the action taken, the vast majority of the paragraph
uses the present simple to explain what the law is and what it means right now.

Telegram channel: English Madhyam.
Website: www.englishmadhyam.info Page 10




The Indian Express Editorial — By English Madhyam

1. "The Supreme Court’s decision... is a welcome attempt..." (Present simple) 2. "...where the
relationship is founded on a genuine intent... the SC has adopted an expansive reading..."
(Present simple passive and Present perfect). 3. "It acknowledges that domestic
abuse derives its force... it does not become less devastating..." (Present simple). 4.
"...women... already have recourse... the judgment makes clear that the
absence... cannot... deny them..." (Present simple). 5. "In doing so, the Court reinforces the
principle..." (Present simple).

4. C) Systematic refusal of lower courts to hear unsolemnised civil disputes
The passage actually states the opposite regarding civil disputes. Paragraph 1 says, "While
women in live-in relationships already have recourse to civil remedies under the Protection of
Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005..." There is no mention of lower courts
systematically refusing to hear these civil cases; the passage's focus is on the previous lack
of criminal protection under Section 498A.
Option (a) is cited: Paragraph 1 states that domestic abuse derives its force from "unequal
power and coercion." This refers to the structural dynamics mentioned in the option.
Option (b) is cited: Paragraph 2 mentions that "financial and social compulsions mean that only
a small minority seeks redressal."” "Monetary dependence" is a form of financial compulsion,
and "societal pressure" aligns with social compulsions.
Option (d) is cited: Paragraph 2 explicitly states that "Women in live-in relationships often
face additional legal, procedural and social burdens."

5. B) Nullify formally
In the second paragraph, the passage mentions: "...the accused sought to quash criminal
proceedings initiated by his partner..." In a legal context, when a person tries to "quash" a
proceeding, anindictment, or a warrant, they are asking the court to void it, setit aside, or
make it legally invalid. The accused was arguing that the law didn't apply to him. Therefore, he
wanted the court to nullify or cancel the charges against him entirely, not just delay them or
make them public.
(a) Postpone indefinitely: To postpone (stay) is temporary; to quash is to end the legal action
permanently by declaring itinvalid.
(c) Publicise widely: "Quash" relates to the legal validity of the case, not its media coverage.
(d) Intensify gradually: This is the opposite of what an accused person would want to do to
criminal proceedings against themselves.

6. B) 4-3-1-2
English Explanation:
Sentence 4 starts the paragraph because it acts as the introductory sentence. It clearly
introduces "Claire Taylor" by name and her major achievement without needing any outside
context. (As requested, itis the exact first line of the source text).
Sentence 3 follows Sentence 4 because it continues the list of her on-field cricket achievements
mentioned in Sentence 4, adding her scoring record at Lord’s.
Sentence 1 follows Sentence 3 because it adds another major cricket milestone to her list of
achievements (the 2009 World Cups).
Sentence 2 comes after Sentence 1 because it acts as the conclusion. It shifts the focus from her
on-field cricket records to her personal background and the sacrifices she made (leaving her
P&G job), wrapping up the paragraph perfectly.
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Hindi Explanation:
e Sentence 4 paragraph ﬁ?\]ﬁ% ST b Tg passage Plintroductory sentence %I

Tg fo foreft fUwa Ged & e "Claire Taylor" BT AHR IAH! T TSI IUA
& IR T Farar g | (MITAR T8 passage FT focpa ygan arad ) |
e Sentence 3 Sentence 4 %W&T@TH@%H—E’Sentence 4 ﬁddlg"'l'scddd?nl fohobe )
USRI BT 3T FGId §U I & b I8 Lord's T TaY SUTGT I §1H aTelt Remel § |
e Sentence 1 Sentence 3 %WWWWWW@W
(achievements) m"mjﬂﬁw 3R a@[ﬁﬂﬁ (2009 World Cups) Gﬁ@?ﬂ%l
e Sentence 2 Sentence 1 é?araeﬂwaaﬂ%trg paragraph T conclusion %I 23I—(s’3:|é5
AH-BIE 3Hipa Y gehr 3% ol Sitad & oY (Oxford P UGTS, P&G I AR
Bl & IR T T 8, ORI passage T3 dRe T BT = |
7. A) C-A-D-B
English Explanation:
Sentence C starts the paragraph because it acts as the introductory sentence. It clearly

introduces the topic of "El Nifio" delaying the monsoon in India without needing any outside
context. (As requested, itis the exact first line of the source text).

Sentence A follows Sentence C because it continues the timeline introduced in Sentence C,
describing what happened right after the delay ("When the rains arrived") and how intense
they were.

Sentence D follows Sentence A because it provides further examples of the intense rainfall's

impact mentioned in Sentence A, specifically discussing the severe flooding in Assam and
Odisha.

Sentence B comes after Sentence D because it is the conclusion for this block of text. The words
"Similar conditions" directly refer back to the intense rain and flooding described in Sentences
A and D, shifting the comparison to China and wrapping up the sequence perfectly.

Hindi Explanation:

e Sentence C paragraph aﬂwmﬁﬂa@ﬁ?u‘e{ passage Plintroductory sentence %I
g fom foreft forea ey & e el Nifio" 3TR YR B AMGA S 4T & IR A I LE
HRATE | (MR T8 passage F1 foepa Ugen ard 8) |

e Sentence A Sentence C & dIG &mmﬂﬁm%’ Sentence C H Jdlg Tlg HIAYA CAKRIGD
I TIN & 3 ("When the rains arrived") 3R IgH a@aaﬂ(mtense)@efﬁaﬂa
CARIUC IR

e Sentence D Sentence A & ST WWWSentence Afraaﬁ‘ﬂélnﬁ TN &
SR BT g1 3R IR T U1 g, 3R 3H-3NTS2T | 3MTS HIHR T1E (severe
flooding) T 3GTERUI T B |

e Sentence B Sentence D& diq GH'Q"'ITWZI_G'EF 4—3@%%@% conclusion %I
E'Flﬁ $%€IHIC1 B3 RMeq "Similar conditions" (Q?ﬁ_eﬁ W&@Fﬁl’fﬁ) I TR W sentence A
3R D T TS T3 HIRT SRR 3R TG Bl refer HRA &, AR D! T I &b gTeld
P 39 oW B! foepd Ugi okl § FHTG B 6 |

8. D) take' %Eﬂﬁ ‘takes’ Wmmmsubject It' smgular% 3Hd: verb q-ﬂsmgular present

tense H él‘ll, S — It takes her a long time to get over her failure in the examination.
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take' will be used instead of 'takes' because the subject 'It' is singular, so the verb also should
be in singular present tense; Like— It takes her a long time to get over her failure in the
examination.

9. A) T&I 3T 'rose to' § | JERWId &R H gfG &1 quH H & folT 'rose to' T UINT faT SITeT
% 'raised up' W:@}[I fopdT 'raise’ GHTIFﬁTWW Ol%gfﬁof\ﬂld-{qdpdl Eﬂ?ﬁ%(ﬁs‘w@rmw
R ISTT 7T T-TBY), SIS 'rise’ BT IUTNT I fohdT ST & STa A1e b1 hdi W Sl @ al
ww%w T a8 "ERId &R {USd He 8% d® d¢ Ts "

The correct answer is A. 'rose to'. The correct form to describe an increase in the
inflation rate is 'rose to', not 'raised up'. The verb 'raise’ typically requires an object
(someone or something being raised), whereas 'rise' is used when the subject of the
sentence increases or goes up by itself. Therefore, the corrected sentence should read:
"The inflation rate rose to 8% last month."

10. B) Morose (adjective) — Sullen, gloomy, moody, brooding, melancholy. 3al{

Antonym: Cheerful (adjective) — Noticeably happy and optimistic, jovial, merry, bright. Yd<d
e Cranky (adjective) — Irritable, bad-tempered, grumpy, grouchy.
e Prudent (adjective) — Acting with or showing care and thought for the future, wise,
judicious, sagacious.
e Solemn (adjective) — Formal and dignified, serious, earnest, grave. TR
11. C) Adolescence (noun) —The state of growing to maturity. ICRRER)]
e Immigrant (noun) — a person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country.

e Innocence (noun) —lack of guilt, with respect to any kind of crime, or wrongdoing; also
canrefer to the state of being naive or inexperienced.

e Apartheid (noun) — a policy or system of segregation or discrimination on grounds of
race. TIT HGHTT

12. C) To pull someone's legs (idiom) — To play a joke on someone HSI[dh HIAl

13. B) _aj% B, "there s less time" “—ﬂ"Tﬁ%l 'less' & T TR 'little" WW@WWWW
S THY B I BR IB 8, o8 Tamail 7 A1 Tel S ¥ dT| 'Less' BT IUTNT &I AU
T3 P I JATED TTor] o Tord o STTa ©, STaifds 'little' HTSUANT fardiT ST
S B} NSt A o B P ol {5 a1 S1a 8 1 59 bR, et aTdd §INT: "Don’t worry, there
is little time for the train to arrive."

e The error is in part B, "there is less time". Instead of 'less’, 'little' should be used because
we are referring to a small amount of time, which is not quantifiable in numbers. 'Less’
is used for comparative purposes between two quantifiable items, whereas 'little' is
used to express a small amount of something unquantifiable. Thus, the corrected
sentence should be: "Don’t worry, there is little time for the train to arrive."

14. D) women are better' mmﬂﬂ‘é}mﬂ% did %\Hjﬂl% women' &1 Plural Subject FEUH
3R 'better' BT Comparative Degree & ¥ U H UGN fo a1 ST IR EAS %Gﬁ%aﬂwaﬁ

%3?[30_{%[1&[ W@é@ﬂ?fﬁe{a’ﬂdld ARSI OdeI%, ﬁ@r— Studies suggest that women are

better at handling emotions than men
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e 'women are better' will be used because according to the sentence 'women' should be
used as a Plural Subject and 'better' as a Comparative Degree which signifies that
women are better at handling emotions than men; Like— Studies suggest that women
are better at handling emotions than men

15. B) Loiter (verb) —Stand or wait around idly or without apparent purpose, dawdle, linger. aﬁfﬁ
HHG AT
Antonym: Hasten (verb) — Be quick to do something, accelerate, hurry. STedl BT

e Loaf (verb) — Spend one's time in an aimless, idle way, dawdle, lounge. 3T H 99T
ICGIEH

e Dawdle (verb) —Waste time, be slow, linger, loiter. QTW_"IT

e Repel (verb) — Drive or force (an attack or attacker) back or away, repulse, deter. favry
hHIAT

16. D) No Improvement
17. C) Tangled (adjective) — Twisted together, entangled, knotted, complicated. 3AHT §3ﬂ
Synonym: Knotted (adjective) — Tied with or as if with a knot, having knots, tangled. TITW

e Orderly (adjective) — Neatly and methodically arranged, organized, tidy. W@R‘f

e Regulated (adjective) — Controlled or managed according to rules or regulations,
standardized. fafafia

e Organized (adjective) — Arranged in a systematic way, especially on a large scale,
coordinated. I

18. B) had beenill' Wuseﬁ‘ﬂﬂ*ﬂﬁ?q@\fpast perfect continuous tense 1 W%I 'had
been ill' BT 31 § fh a8 TR G &1 RUTT T o7 SIR I8 RT3 T ah oI} X5 o1 d ddh
% 3% fUar=gY 3 u| ug te Uod Ira &1 e o1 3R W fUgd arg A shedr g, S =9
context ﬁﬂ—&p[%I has been ill' present perfect continuous tense HTYANT %,\_rﬁ%?@ﬁ%f %ﬁ«m
Wﬁ%mﬁaﬁmmﬁﬁﬁal 'C.is being ill' present continuous tense
WW%, \_Fh?gg context § TTad % ?Rnﬁ?q_s'a?ﬁzlﬁ Wﬁ?ﬂh’[%l 'D.isill' simple present
tense %,@%%$WWﬁ%WWWWﬁWﬁﬁWI

e had beenill' should be used because it requires the past perfect continuous tense. 'Had
been ill' means he was in the state of being ill, and this condition continued until his

father arrived. It connects an event to a point in the past, which is appropriate in this
context. has been ill' uses the present perfect continuous tense, which is not suitable

here because the context refers to a past situation. 'C. is being ill' employs the present
continuous tense, which is incorrect in this context as itindicates the present tense. 'D.
isill'is the simple present tense, which does not fit this situation as it doesn't indicate
an ongoing condition.

19. D) Redundant' ®Tuse Eﬁ"'ﬂm "redundant" W&r?faﬁm%&rﬁﬁaam &I:IWEPFIT,
S} aqum qﬁ@rﬁu‘fﬁwqﬁsﬁ?ﬁl Sentence H mention ﬁ‘TQTTITIT%ﬁ? air-
conditioner aaﬁﬂefﬁceiling fans B STARTAT HH BEITI_s; %,sqi%m 'redundant’ ‘CIETW%I
SEf® 'Extinct' BT 372 g faqw S, ST 3G 9 8 B A (YUY 1 G=0TaTe; 'Absurd'
&1 31 § IghT a1 SHATTEINGD; 1R 'Additional' T 31 § AR, TR=g 39 context H
THRIAD UG Ta1 GRidT|
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e 'Redundant' should be used because it means no longer needed or useful; superfluous,
especially through being more than enough. The sentence suggests that the advent of
air-conditioners has diminished the utility of ceiling fans, making ‘'redundant’ fitting
here. Whereas, 'Extinct' means no longer in existence, indicating a state of complete
disuse; 'Absurd' means wildly unreasonable or illogical; and 'Additional' means more
than what is needed or expected, but it doesn't convey a negative connotation in this
context

20. D) As clear as a bell (idiom) — Readily understood Wﬁw SIE:CH

21. B) innovators
Innovators is the closest synonym for "pioneers." A pioneer is a person who is among the first
to explore or settle a new country or area, or the first to apply a new method or area of study
(an innovator). Milman Parry and Albert Lord were the first to develop this new field of study.
Followers is an antonym, meaning people who come after and copy someone else. Spectator
(an onlooker) and Imitator (someone who copies) are grammatically incorrect as they are
singular, whereas "pioneers" is plural, and their meanings do not fit the context of
groundbreaking research.

e TglInnovators Tal g T THBT meaning Tadd" TT '8 Wiol B I BIdT &, S
"pioneers" (\’rl'ﬂ'Uﬁ/WFW) P I Gelh {-IJ-II"II‘iﬁ(synonym) %l ﬁ?ﬂ:ﬁﬁ@qsﬂ
fawrg IR R A a1at uga fdd A1 Followers BT AdAd SFarl (e e ara)
Eﬁ?ﬂ%, Gﬁgﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁq%l Spectator (m) 3R Imitator (WWW) singular%
3R g1 37 ot g & SR faepd Tad g1

22. B) resolution
Resolution is the correct answer because the question asks foran antonym (opposite word). A
"conundrum" is a confusing and difficult problem or question (a mystery). A "resolution” is a
firm decision to do or not to do something, or the action of solving a problem or dispute (a
solution). Therefore, a solution/resolution is the exact opposite of a confusing problem.
Enigma, Dilemma, and Paradox are all synonyms or related concepts to a conundrum,
describing puzzling situations or difficult choices.
In Hindi:

. ZIE'TResolution ﬂ_(ﬂ% Hifb Uy o antonym (ﬁ?ﬁﬂ Qo) U@T‘TCIT%I "Conundrum" T
meaning 'tI%T“ﬁ', YT g1 "3 Eﬂ?ﬂ%l "Resolution" T meaning "HHIYUTT' g 'g '
Eﬁ?ﬂ%‘ Gﬁwmﬁ@ﬂ %I Enigma (YY), Dilemma (gﬁ?ﬂ), 3R Paradox
(ﬁﬁ?ﬂ‘lﬂﬂ) I conundrum & GTI'ITﬂ?ﬁ(synonyms) mw@rq@: [y W%I

23. C) have
Have is the correct auxiliary verb because the subject of the sentence, "Famed scholars and
critics of history," is a plural noun phrase. In the present perfect tense, a plural subject requires
the auxiliary verb "have" followed by the past participle ("have emphasised"). Has is singular
and would be grammatically incorrect. Had is past perfect, but the present perfect is needed
here to show that their past actions (emphasizing) continue to have relevance to the present
understanding of the text. Having is a participle and cannot serve as the main auxiliary verb in
this sentence structure.
In Hindi:
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. 23|3'THave PTuse WWWWWSUMect 'Famed scholars and critics" plural
(dgdd-) %I Present perfect tense H plural subject %Wﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ have' GrI'IT‘lT% (have
emphasised) | Has singular subject$ﬁ1ﬂsﬁﬂmm?{l Had past perfect tense%r
W%Wpresent perfect ﬁw%aﬂﬁ?ﬁmﬁwwmum 3Tl W-ﬁ%I
Having o TRt o= helping verb %WWW@WI

24. A) improvise
Improvise is correct because it maintains subject-verb agreement and parallel structure. The
subject is "oral poets," which is a plural noun, soit takes a plural verb (a verb without an's').
Furthermore, the sentence uses the conjunction "and" to connect two actions: "[blank] and
create." Since "create" is inthe simple present tense plural form, the preceding verb must also
be in the simple present tense plural form ("improvise"). Improvises is singular. Improvised is
pasttense. Improvising is a continuous participle.
In Hindi:

. ZIE'TImprovise Ca) usemwa@ﬁ?subject "oral poets" plural (GE—OFJFI)%I
Grammar & MOH & SR, plural subject B T verb H 's' Al'es ' T8l @I _&rﬂ%
3{dIdl, a1Fg H "and" & dIG "create” (present tense plural verb) %ET% Eﬂﬁlﬁ and" I
tl%ﬁ‘l-ﬁ 3T form BT verb (improvise) 3T | Improvises smgular%l Improvised past
tense %I Improvising continuous form % @WW%WW%

25. A) to
To is the correct preposition because it is part of a standard, fixed idiomatic phrase in English:
"'came to be known as." This structure (come + infinitive 'to be') is universally used to describe
how something acquired a name, title, or reputation over a period of time. Using for, into, or
with breaks this fixed grammatical structure entirely.
In Hindi:
1CIBT"TO Gal usemwmmm (grammar) H "came to be known as"Udh dg

TETART (fixed phrase) 8, IIHT HAwd ST ] "9 11 I SIFT S @1 | O 4} T8 ST STl
® for gHa & g1y for<ft <et o1 o1 AT U'S T, Y SRR "came to be" HTSEIATA BIATR | For,
Into, 3%? With WWEWW (sentence structure) ﬁ@?ﬂ_‘é’ﬁ"ﬁﬂ %I
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