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Lost flair: On India and its Test cricket
India is no longer at its best in Test cricket

This Independence Day, India would launch a fresh quest for relevance in Test cricket. Having lost at
home to New Zealand and South Africa in the past, Shubman Gill's men no longer sport an invincible

air in their backyard. Now having flown past Palk Strait, the two-Test series commencing against Sri

Lanka at Galle on Saturday offers India a chance to revive its flagging fortunes in the ICC World Test
Championship. Currently, India is placed fifth and Sri Lanka sixth in the rankings, which reflects the
middling form of these two outfits. The Men in Blue have done reasonably well in limited overs

cricket but when clad in whites the results have been erratic. India, though, will draw some heart
from the way it held host England to a 2-2 draw last year; home triumphs against the West Indies and
Afghanistan were expected outcomes. Against their rivals from the Emerald Isle, the Indians will be
up_against spin on pitches tailor-made for the purveyors of the slow art. History reveals that Sri
Lankan spinners like Muttiah Muralitharan and Ajantha Mendis at times have ambushed Indian
batters. Left-arm spinner Prabath Jayasuriya needs to be countered at Galle and Colombo. Indian
batsmanship has declined against spin over the years.

Coach Gautam Gambhir and skipper Gill are shepherding a unit dealing with transition in Tests. Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, and R. Ashwin have retired. While the
selectors overlooked pacer Mohammed Shami, the injury-enforced absence of Jasprit Bumrah is a
blow. Much would rest on Mohammed Siraj leading a raw pace attack, and spinner Kuldeep Yadav
should get the necessary support. Veteran Ravindra Jadeja and seasoned batter K.L. Rahul remain the
few links to a time when India was at its best in Tests. Maverick Rishabh Pant could play a key role
while the batting will lean on Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal and Rahul. Under Dhananjaya de Silva, Sri Lanka

would be hoping to spring an upset. With a few good batters such as Dinesh Chandimal, and some

keen spinners, the host would aim to punch above its weight and humble the neighbour. This

happened first when Kapil Dev’'s men visited in 1985, and has been replicated a few times over the
last four decades. For India, the latest overseas venture presents an appraisal-window to analyse the
likes of Auqib Nabi, Gurnoor Brar, Manav Suthar and Saransh Jain. The coming months would offer
tougher scrutiny, especially with Australia turning up in early 2027. India has to find its winning flair

now. ’[Practice Exercise]‘

e Red/blue coloring of words in the sentence indicates subject verb relationship; where ‘red’
denotes ‘subject’ and ‘blue’ denotes ‘verb’.
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10.

11.

Vocabulary

Flair (noun) - style, natural talent, aptitude, 12.

knack, finesse dHh T fafarse el

Quest (for)(noun) - search, pursuit, hunt,

expedition, exploration eIl

Relevance (noun) - applicability,
pertinence, significance, relation,

pertinence YT TdT

At home (phrase) - in one’s own country,

domestically, locally ’El'i?‘r\ﬂ'é\"l'ﬂ EES

No longer (phrase) - not anymore 37§ 31X
el

Invincible air (phrase) - an unshakeable
vibe or aura of being totally unbeatable,

supreme, or bulletproof 3751 glel T

ATl

In one’s backyard (phrase) - on one’s
home territory, locally 39 R

Commence (verb) - begin, start, initiate,
launch, set off, inaugurate QF?IHI

Flagging (adjective) - weakening,
declining, fading, failing, drooping HHAR

Fortune (noun) - luck, destiny, fate,
prosperity, success 39, fheAd

Reflect (verb) - mirror, indicate, show,

demonstrate, reveal UGl

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Middling (adjective) - average, mediocre,
moderate, ordinary, fair HTEIXOT

Outfit (noun) - team, group, organization,

squad, unit gel

The Men in Blue (noun) - Indian cricket

team Wwaﬂ(maﬁaﬁ)

Reasonably (adverb) - fairly, moderately,
tolerably, acceptably, suitably 3T ®T &

Clad (adjective) - dressed, attired, arrayed,

draped, covered 9geT gV (ST e I3
Ygalal)

Erratic (adjective) - inconsistent,
unpredictable, irregular, variable, unstable

fafaa

Draw heart (phrase) - take
encouragement/confidence from

glaen/dicarg ol

Triumph (noun) - victory, win, success,

conquest, achievement STl

Outcome (noun) - result, consequence,
aftermath, effect, conclusion qRoTH

Rival (noun) - opponent, adversary,
competitor, challenger, contender

fdeacy

~

Emerald Isle (noun) - Sri Lanka 2TelehT
(oot STET ERT-1XT &A1)
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32

33.

Up against (idiom) - to have a difficult
opponent 3T JTHAT Y IgT Blel

Tailor-made (adjective) - custom-made,
perfectly suited, ideal, appropriate,

specially designed ﬂ\ff e 3-1@3{3?[

Purveyor (noun) - provider, supplier,
dispenser, vendor, distributor 9cTdr (?Jﬁ

Tt ITcdTair et aTel)

At times (phrase) - from time to time, now
and then h&iT-FHaY

Ambush (verb) - trap, surprise attack,

waylay, pounce upon, surprise "Td ¢ldlleh{
Yehsall

Counter (verb) - oppose, parry, neutralise,
check, resist, thwart WWT

Shepherd (verb) - guide, lead, mentor,
direct, escort, steer mﬁa@hm

Deal with (phrasal verb) - to take action to
solve a problem, handle a task, manage
situation, or discuss a specific subject

GGl

Transition (noun) - change, shift,

transformation, passage, evolution sicelld

. Overlook (verb) - ignore, miss, pass over,

disregard, neglect, omit ASTL3TETST AT

Pacer (noun) - fast bowler, speedster, pace

bowler, quick coT IGaTel

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Injury-enforced (adjective) - caused by
injury, forced due to injury T & &ROT

AT gl arelt ey

Blow (noun) - shock, setback, disaster, hit,
setback ST SChT

Rest on (phrasal verb) - to depend, rely or

be based on ﬁﬁﬁTglﬂl

Veteran (noun) - experienced, seasoned,

expert, long-serving, accomplished 37eJ8TdT

Seasoned (adjective) - experienced,
veteran, weathered, hardened, skilled

SIS CEEIRY

S

Maverick (noun) - nonconformist,
unorthodox, independent, rebel,

unconventional ?»ﬂa?ﬁscqﬂ Tolel aTell

Lean on (phrasal verb) - to use someone or
something to help you, especially in a

difficult situation 9¥ TR IgaT

Spring an upset (phrase) - cause a surprise
defeat, achieve an unexpected victory

3IChY AT

Keen (adjective) - sharp, eager,

enthusiastic, intense, avid 3@;35

Punch above one’s weight (phrase) -

perform above expected capacity 379=il
STHAT & TG TG 2Tl hlall

Humble (verb) - defeat, humiliate,
conquer, crush, subdue ETF?HT
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45. Replicate (verb) - repeat, duplicate, copy, 49. Analyse (verb) - examine, evaluate,
reproduce, recreate EfI?TFrIT scrutinize, assess, investigate LRI
46. Decade (noun) - period of ten years GRTeh w3
(G |l T 37aT) 50. The likes of (phrase) - such as, people like,
examples of S &eT
47.Venture (noun) - enterprise, undertaking,
expedition, trip, project TR 51. Scrutiny (noun) - inspection, examination,
analysis, close observation, investigation
48. Appraisal-window (noun) - evaluation H\&-ﬂaﬁr
period, assessment phase, review period,
evaluation window HedTehs! & 3TE 52. Turn up (phrasal verb) - to arrive; to
appear 39T glelT
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Summary of the Editorial

1. Indiais struggling to maintain its dominance in Test cricket, especially after recent home
defeats against New Zealand and South Africa.

2. The upcoming two-Test series against Sri Lanka provides India with an opportunity to
regain confidence and improve its position in the ICC World Test Championship.

3. India and Sri Lanka are currently ranked fifth and sixth, respectively, reflecting the
inconsistent form of both teams.

4. India has performed reasonably well in limited-overs cricket, but its Test performances
have been erratic.

5. India can take some confidence from its 2-2 Test series draw in England, although its home
victories against the West Indies and Afghanistan were largely expected.

6. The Sri Lankan pitches are likely to favour spin bowling, making India's ability to handle
spinners a major challenge.

7. Sri Lankan spinners such as Muttiah Muralitharan and Ajantha Mendis have historically
troubled Indian batsmen, while Prabath Jayasuriya is expected to pose a fresh threat.

8. A major concern for India is the decline in its batting against spin, which could become
decisive in Sri Lanka.

9. Indiais undergoing a major transition in Test cricket following the retirements of Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane and R. Ashwin.

10. India's bowling attack has also weakened because Mohammed Shami was overlooked by
selectors and Jasprit Bumrah is unavailable due to injury.

11. The responsibility will therefore fall heavily on Mohammed Siraj, Kuldeep Yadav and
Ravindra Jadeja, with the younger bowling unit needing to prove itself.

12. In batting, Shubman Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal, K.L. Rahul and Rishabh Pant will be crucial to
India's chances of success.

13. Sri Lanka will aim to cause an upset under captain Dhananjaya de Silva, relying on
experienced batsmen such as Dinesh Chandimal and a strong spin attack.

14. The Sri Lankan series will also give India an important assessment window to evaluate
emerging players such as Auqib Nabi, Gurnoor Brar, Manav Suthar and Saransh Jain before
tougher challenges arrive.

15. With Australia's tour coming in early 2027, India needs to rediscover its winning flair and
consistency in Test cricket before facing stronger opposition.
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Practice Exercise: SSC Pattern Based

1. According to the passage, what does the author mean by referring to the Sri Lanka tour as an

"appraisal-window" for India? |[Editoria| Page]l

A. Itis an opportunity to rebuild confidence lost in home series

B. Itis a platform to assess combinations against turning tracks abroad

C. Itis achance to test emerging players before sterner challenges arrive

D. Itis awindow to evaluate senior players before their careers end

2. According to the passage, what does the author suggest is the primary basis for India's
cautious optimism heading into the series, despite its inconsistent home record?

A. A drawn series against a stronger opponent played away from home

B. A settled batting order built around experienced senior campaigners

C. Abowling attack strengthened by the return of key frontline pacers

D. A historical dominance over Sri Lanka in away Test contests

3. According to the passage, why does the author regard India's decline against spin as a
particularly pressing concern for this specific series?

A. Because the retired core included batters known for handling turning tracks

B. Because the host's bowling attack is built around left-arm spin on responsive surfaces

C. Because the replacement batting unit lacks any experience of subcontinent conditions

D. Because the away conditions favour spin more than India's recent home pitches did

4. According to the passage, which factor does the author identify as most responsible for Sri

Lanka's realistic chance of springing an upset, despite being ranked below India?

A. A settled captaincy with a proven history of masterminding upsets over India

B. A modest core of specialist batters paired with capable home spinners

C. Aranking advantage that reflects the host's sustained recent dominance

D. A pace-heavy attack tailored to exploit India's transitional batting order

5. How does the author characterize the primary value of the Sri Lanka tour for India, according
to the passage?

A. By serving as an assessment period for fringe talent

B. By acting as a proving ground for new tactics abroad

C. By offering a pathway to secure top WTC rankings

D. By creating a platform to rebuild the bowling attack

6. Direction: Rearrange the following parts (1, 2, 3, 4) to form a meaningful, logical, and
coherent passage.

1. Yes, Jasprit Bumrah had captained in Rohit's absence in England in 2022, and was his
deputy on the tour of Australia, leading the country in the first Test in Perth which Rohit
missed as he was away on paternity leave, as well as in the fifth and final Test in Sydney
from which the Mumbaikar sat himself out on grounds of poor form.

2. Starting with the first of two Tests against Sri Lanka, at the picturesque Galle International
Stadium.

3. Test captaincy has sat agreeably on Shubman Gill's slender shoulders thus far, but his
biggest examinations lie ahead of him.

4. Gill wasn't a surprise choice as skipper when Rohit Sharma announced his Test retirement
in May last year.

A. 2-3-4-1
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7.

10.

11.

12.

B. 4-1-3-2
C. 3-4-1-2
D. 3-2-4-1

Direction: Rearrange the following parts (P, Q, R, S) to form a meaningful, logical, and
coherent passage.

P. But parts of Greenland, Iceland and Spain experienced the complete darkness and spectacle
of a total eclipse.

Q. The UK and Europe have enjoyed their most dramatic solar eclipse for nearly 30 years, with
millions thought to have witnessed the once-in-a-generation event.

R. Large crowds at viewing sites across the UK and Europe reacted with gasps and cheers, with
astronomy enthusiasts saying it served as a reminder of how "amazing" the universe is.

S. Those watching the astronomical phenomenon from the UK were treated to a partial
eclipse, which peaked shortly after 19:00 BST, when most saw more than 90% of the Sun
covered by the Moon.

A. Q-S-P-R

B. S-R-P-Q

C. P-Q-R-S

D. R-S-Q-P

Select the sentence with the appropriate use of preposition

A. The lion and the unicorn fought up the crown.

B. The lion and the unicorn fought between the crown.

C. The lion and the unicorn fought for the crown.

D. The lion and the unicorn fought by the crown

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the underlined word in the context of the given
sentence.

You should donate your old clothes to the poor.

A. modern

B. young

C. new

D. fresh

Select the sentences that contains no spelling errors.

A. India has started the largest inokulation drive in the world against Covid.

B. India has started the largest inocultaion drive in the world against Covid.

C. India has started the largest inculation drive in the world against Covid.

D. India has started the largest inoculation drive in the world against Covid.

Identify the spelling error in the given sentence and select the option that rectifies the error.
Success is the continious journey towards the achievement of predetermined goals.

A. sucsess

B. continuous

C. gaols

D. achievement

Select the option that can be used as a one-word substitute for the given group of words.
Making of a false document with a false signature

A. Ruse
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

B. Forgery

C. Deception

D. Insincerity

A sentence has been given with a blank to be filled with an appropriate word. Choose the
correct alternative.

To make your own gargle, half a teaspoon of salt in a glass of lukewarm or partly
cooled boiled water.

A. dissolve

B. cease

C. cast

D. consolidate

Select the most appropriate synonym for the underlined word in the given sentence.
You also worked with another eccentric genius.

A. Elusive

B. Ecological

C. Middle

D. Peculiar

Select the most appropriate ANTONYM of the given word.
Incoherent

A. Apparent

B. Gloomy

C. Pensive

D. Rational

Select the option that is similar in meaning to the underlined word.
He declined the offer to join the Board of Directors.

A. Delayed
B. Rejected
C. Deferred
D. Modified

Select the option that best describes the meaning of the phrasal verb “Align with.”

A. to remove the effects of seasonal variations from statistical data

B. tothink deeply about, consider, contemplate, ponder

C. to coordinate or match smoothly with something else

D. to cause something to happen or result in a particular outcome

Change the following from active to passive:

Legal analysts had consistently scrutinized the wording of the statute since its inception.

A. The wording of the statute had been consistently scrutinized by legal analysts since its
inception.

B. The statute wording was being scrutinized since its inception by analysts.

C. Legal wording had been scrutinized by legal analysts since its inception.

D. The wording had been under scrutiny by legal analysts since its inception.

Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the given

sentence.

He was not able to adopt himself to the new environment of the hostel
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able to adopt himself with
able for adopt himself to
able to adept himself to
able to adapt himself to

o0 wp

20. Select the most appropriate option that can substitute the underlined segment in the given
sentence.
Not only is my brother intelligent though hard working too.
A. or hard working
B. so hard working
C. yet hard working
D. but hard working
Read the cloze passage and answer the following questions:
Last week, in preparation for Madras Week, Rajiv Kripalani of ChennaiLive 104.8 FM invited me
to a podcast. | made it clear that | do not want to talk about my journey in heritage, or about
place names or pin codes. And so, in revenge, he asked me about Al, about which | know next
to nothing. That led to a discussion on how the city’s development (3) _ moulded by
technology. And as | pondered over it, | found patterns.
Technology is defined as scientific knowledge and/or equipment needed for a particular
industry. And my narrative below is based on this. Weaving was the first technology that our
city (1) possessed and for which the colonials came. The centres of weaving were more in the
hinterland but with time, Chintadripet, Colletpet (Kaladipettai), Saidapet, Mylapore, and
Mambalam became strategic locations too. The various mints of Madras brought (5)
their own tech requirements, and Tankasalai/Mint (now Thangasalai) Street commemorates
the last of them. Interestingly, though the mint here never printed notes, it was printing
technology that became the (2) mainstay of Mint Street for almost a century. Numerous
printing presses of the typesetting variety (4) ____ here, resulting in most of the city’s famed
publications beginning life here.

21. The word "possessed" in the passage is closest in meaning to: (1)
A. lacked
B. owned or held
C. abandoned
D. rejected

22. Select the word that is the most appropriate antonym of "mainstay" as used in the passage:
(2)
A. backbone
B. foundation
C. pillar
D. minor aspect

23. Choose the correct auxiliary verb to fill in the blank: (3)
A. was
B. were
C. is
D. are
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24. Choose the correct verb form to complete the sentence: (4)
A. flourish
B. flourished
C. flourishing
D. flourishes

25. Select the correct preposition to complete the sentence: (5)
A. in

at

on

with

OO w
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Answers
1. C 2.A 3.B 4B 5A 6D 7A 8C 9.C 10.D 11.B 12B
13.A 14D 15D 16.B 17.C 18.A 19.D 20.D 21B 22.D 23.A 248B
25.A [Practice Exercise]

Explanations

1. C) Itis a chance to test emerging players before sterner challenges arrive
The passage explicitly links the "appraisal-window" to the need to "analyse the likes of Auqib
Nabi, Gurnoor Brar, Manav Suthar and Saransh Jain." These are new or emerging players being
brought into the team during a transition phase. The author further clarifies this by stating that
the coming months will bring "tougher scrutiny," specifically mentioning the series against
Australia in 2027. Therefore, the Sri Lanka tour serves as a period to evaluate these newer
players to see if they are ready for more difficult future challenges.

Option A (Incorrect): While rebuilding confidence is mentioned as a general goal for the tour,
the passage specifically defines the term "appraisal-window" as a way to analyze specific
emerging players, not as a general confidence-builder.

Option B (Incorrect): Facing spin/turning tracks is mentioned in the passage, but it is not what
the author specifically defines as the "appraisal-window."

Option D (Incorrect): The passage explicitly states that senior players like Kohli, Rohit, and
Pujara have already retired, and the appraisal is for new, emerging players—not evaluating
seniors before their careers end.

2. A) Adrawn series against a stronger opponent played away from home
The question asks what gives India "optimism" (hope). The passage says: "India, though,
will draw some heart from the way it held host England to a 2-2 draw last year..." "Held host
England to a 2-2 draw" = A drawn series against a stronger opponent away from home.

(b): The passage says the team is in "transition" because stars like Kohli, Rohit, and Pujara
have retired. The batting is young and new, not "settled with seniors."

(c): The passage says the pace attack is "raw" (inexperienced) because Bumrah is

injured and Shami was overlooked. There are no "frontline pacers" returning; they are missing.
(d): The passage actually warns that Sri Lanka has "humbled" India many times since 1985 and
that Indian batters now struggle against spin. There is no mention of "dominance."

3. B) Because the host's bowling attack is built around left-arm spin on responsive surfaces
The passage identifies a specific player that India must face: "Left-arm spinner Prabath
Jayasuriya needs to be countered at Galle and Colombo." This matches the "left-arm spin"
mentioned in option (b). The author notes that the pitches in Sri Lanka will be "tailor-made for
the purveyors of the slow art" (meaning pitches designed for spinners). This matches the term
"responsive surfaces" in option (b). The author mentions the decline in India's ability to play
spin and immediately follows it with the warning about these specific conditions and bowlers
in Sri Lanka. This makes it a "pressing concern" for this specific tour.

(a): While the passage mentions that senior players like Kohli and Rohit have retired, it never
states that they were particularly "known for handling turning tracks." In fact, it says "Indian
batsmanship has declined against spin over the years," suggesting the problem existed even
while some of those seniors were still playing.
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(c): The passage does not say the new players lack experience in subcontinent conditions.
Most of these players (like Jaiswal and Gill) have played extensively in India. The concern is
their declining skill/technique against spin, not their lack of experience in the region.
(d): The passage mentions that India lost at home to New Zealand and South Africa, but it does
not compare the quality of home pitches to Sri Lankan pitches. It simply states that the Sri
Lankan pitches are "tailor-made" for spin.

4. B) A modest core of specialist batters paired with capable home spinners
The passage explicitly identifies the components of Sri Lanka's strength that could lead to an
upset: The author mentions, "With a few good batters such as Dinesh Chandimal..." (This
aligns with "a modest core of specialist batters"). The author adds, "...and some keen spinners,
the host would aim to punch above its weight and humble the neighbour." (This aligns with
"capable home spinners").
By combining these two specific elements, the author explains how Sri Lanka (the lower-
ranked team) intends to "punch above its weight."
(a): While the passage mentions the captain (Dhananjaya de Silva), it does not say he has a
"proven history" of masterminding upsets. The history of upsets mentioned refers to the Sri
Lankan team in general (starting in 1985), not the current captain's personal record.
(c): The passage states that India is 5th and Sri Lanka is 6th. Therefore, Sri Lanka does not have
a "ranking advantage."
(d): The passage emphasizes Sri Lanka's spin attack (mentioning Prabath Jayasuriya and the
"slow art"), not a "pace-heavy attack." In fact, it is India’s pace attack that is described as

n n

5. A) By serving as an assessment period for fringe talent
The author specifically characterizes the tour’s value using the term "appraisal-window." The
author uses this window to "analyse the likes of Augib Nabi, Gurnoor Brar, Manav Suthar and
Saransh Jain." These players are new to the squad or trying to establish themselves, which
makes them "fringe talent" (players on the edge of the main team being tested for the future).
(b): While the team is playing abroad, the passage focuses on evaluating individuals rather
than testing "new tactics" (strategies/game plans).
(c): The passage mentions that the series offers a chance to "revive" WTC fortunes, but it
characterizes the primary value or specific purpose of this particular venture as an appraisal of
the new players before the tougher Australia series.
(d): While some of the players mentioned are bowlers, the "appraisal-window" is a general
look at the new unit in transition. Option (a) is a more accurate reflection of the author's
specific language regarding the "analysis" of the new names.

6. D) 3-2-4-1
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:

Sentence 3 paragraph aﬁ@\g\’rﬂﬁmm% passage [ introductory sentence
g1 g8 fom forlt et e & e um= R (shubman Gill) 3R ITaT 2 BT BT
oy o HRaT 5|

Sentence 2 Sentence 3 %an'c: GFI'Q"'ITWZI_S' Sentence 3 f[a?l'l'sci'rsc "biggest
examinations" (T8 Fa! TRte3fl) B YT oI FIAR T a1 & b 78 et & faems

CRAYEFIE B
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Sentence 4 Sentence 2 & dIG maﬂ%%ﬁaﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ matﬁ@ﬁ
SITdT &, I8 ST gu o Jifgd Ml & RerRAe & a1e 1 &1 S 991 Big i are
et (surprise choice) qﬁzﬂl

Sentence 1 Sentence 4 %W &T@TWW&'@4—W$%@W conclusion %I
TE Sentence 4 H 301 d1d ([ FTd BT HWIH 91T TRUTSS &1 Tal UT) BT 9ATE "Yes" I Gl
g1 I8 WY BT § 1o SrauTd §HRTE - Uga sl &1 off, difcst e oft i waruifa e fased
¥, fo T8 e oo et ailoh § 9T BT 6|
English Explanation:

Sentence 3 starts the paragraph because it acts as the introductory sentence. It
establishes the core subject, Shubman Gill, and the overarching theme of his Test captaincy
without needing prior context.

Sentence 2 follows Sentence 3 because it directly expands on the "biggest

examinations" mentioned in Sentence 3, specifying that these tests start with the upcoming
match against Sri Lanka.

Sentence 4 follows Sentence 2 because it provides historical context to Gill's captaincy,
stating that his appointment was not a "surprise choice" following Rohit Sharma's retirement.
Sentence 1 comes after Sentence 4 because it acts as the conclusion for this block of
text. The word "Yes" acknowledges the implied counterpoint to Sentence 4 (that Jasprit
Bumrah had prior captaincy experience), explaining the alternative options that existed before
settling on Gill, wrapping up the sequence perfectly.
7. A) Q-S-P-R
Explanation:
Hindi Explanation:
e Sentence Q paragraph ﬁﬁ?\?ﬂﬁmm% passage Pl introductory sentence
g WWWWWﬁ%@Q@ ﬁ?@q(UK and Europe) ﬁ\?‘ITQHﬁ‘;IE'UT
(solar eclipse) aﬁg@xﬂaﬁﬁmw%’l
e Sentence S Sentence Q%EH?Z &rrwaa‘r% iN-IJ:I' stell-llﬂ B 3T Ve "the astronomical
phenomenon" Fﬁﬁ?ﬁ?q? Sentence QﬁaﬂTE{TI'Q "solar eclipse" P refer WT%I g
11 & fob gab (k) B faRa= areT T8 T 31ifR1e (partial) AT
e Sentence P Sentence S %W WWW "But" (@W) QW@WW
foRIemHrg (contrast) ﬁ"@?ﬂ%l Sentence S ﬁ@% \3HIRIH" (partial) Waﬁaﬂﬁ Qﬂ,
SIEf% Sentence P SATAT & o 3% Ide MHGS, IMMZIAS 3R WA & $3 fwl &
qul' (total) TGO T SHERT AT 71|
e Sentence R Sentence P %a'l_d amaaﬁ%a‘s'sﬂ 4—W$%@W conclusion %I
3{TT-S{ET SHTE! IR T8I & UHR I o d1e, Tg a1 JdTdl & fb IR gb 3R JRIT
A &g a1 A (Large crowds) El'ﬁ%ﬂ H@Hﬁﬂwwm (gasps and
cheers) 81, ST T8 fex oo d el i ¥ AT BIaT B |
English Explanation:
e Sentence Q starts the paragraph because it acts as the introductory sentence. It clearly

establishes the core subject—the dramatic solar eclipse in the UK and Europe—without
needing any prior context.
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e Sentence S follows Sentence Q because the phrase "the astronomical phenomenon"
directly refers back to the "solar eclipse" introduced in Sentence Q. It details exactly
what viewers in the UK experienced (a partial eclipse).

e Sentence P follows Sentence S because the word "But" introduces a direct contrast.
While Sentence S describes the "partial” eclipse seen in the UK, Sentence P highlights
that regions like Greenland, Iceland, and Spain experienced a "total" eclipse.

e Sentence R comes after Sentence P because it acts as the conclusion for this block of
text. After contrasting the types of eclipses seen in different regions, it summarizes the
overall human reaction (gasps and cheers) from the crowds across the UK and Europe,
wrapping up the sequence perfectly

8. C) The lion and the unicorn fought for the crown.

9. (C) Old (adjective) — Having been used for a long time; not new or fresh, possibly worn out.
YRIAT
Antonym: New (adjective) — Recently created or purchased, not used or worn before, up-to-
date. =4l

e Modern (adjective) — Relating to the present or recent times as opposed to the remote
past, contemporary. &ITW

¢ Young (adjective) — Having lived or existed for only a short time; not old. gdTl

e Fresh (adjective) — Not previously known or used; new or different. dlIVIl
10. D) India has started the largest inoculation drive in the world against Covid.
11. B) The correct spelling of 'continious' in the given sentence is 'continuous' GiﬁTl'q, HAdRd
12. B) Forgery (noun) — The act of making, adapting, or imitating objects, statistics, or documents

with the intent to deceive.

e Ruse (noun) — A trick or stratagem intended to deceive or outwit someone. dIcl

e Deception (noun) —The act of deceiving or misleading. ¢RaT

¢ Insincerity (noun) — The quality of not expressing genuine feelings; dishonesty.

13. A) 'Dissolve' T usefﬂ"'ﬂ?ﬁn%"dissolve"Wﬁﬁm%NmWﬁﬁ@ﬁWI
SentenceﬁWW%%WaﬁTﬁﬁﬁm%Gﬁ‘dissolve'%ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂ%l
'Cease’ BT Y BT § ¢ BT, *Cast' BT 31 8 T T ST, 3R 'Consolidate’ BT 3 8
H\rlq\d AT AT UHSC HRAT, ST 39 context H UL ol g |

Dissolve' should be used because it means to cause a solid substance to mix with a
liquid and become part of it. The sentence indicates that salt is to be mixed in warm
water, aligning with the meaning of 'dissolve'. On the other hand, 'Cease' means to
stop, 'Cast' means to throw or put something, and 'Consolidate' means to make
something stronger or unified, which are not appropriate in this context.

14. D) Eccentric genius." refers to someone who is unconventional, unusual, or deviating from

the norm. fac&oT Afad

Synonym: Peculiar (adjective) — Characteristic of only one person, group, or thing; different

from the usual or normal; odd, unusual, or eccentric. ICICE
e Elusive (adjective) — Difficult to find, catch, or achieve; difficult to remember or recall.

STUTY
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e Ecological (adjective) — Relating to or concerned with the relation of living organisms to
one another and to their physical surroundings. IREHIREARIER]]
¢ Middle (adjective) — Equidistant from the extremities of something; central. H&]

15. D) Incoherent" (adjective) refers to something expressed in an incomprehensible or
confusing way; lacking clarity or organization. It is often used to describe speech or writing
that is disjointed or lacks a logical sequence. aam

ANTONYM: Rational (adjective): Based on or in accordance with reason or logic. It implies
being clear, coherent, and logical.
e Apparent (adjective): Clearly visible or understood; obvious. However, this does not
directly relate to coherence or logic. ¥
e Gloomy (adjective): Dark or poorly lit, especially so as to appear depressing or
frightening. This word is unrelated to the idea of coherence or rationality. 3ald
e Pensive (adjective): Engaged in, involving, or reflecting deep or serious thought. While
this can involve clarity of thought, it doesn't necessarily imply coherence in expression.
[ESERIG]

16. B) Declined (verb) - Politely refuse an invitation or offer, turn down, reject, spurn. 3RATBR
DAl
SIMILAR MEANING: Rejected (verb) - Dismiss as inadequate, inappropriate, or not to one's

taste, refuse, turn down, spurn. 3RATBR BT
e Delayed (verb) - Make (someone or something) late or slow, postpone, put off, defer.

o Deferred (verb) - Put off (an action or event) to a later time; postpone, delay, put off.
RIFTd

o Modified (verb) - Make partial or minor changes to (something), alter, change, adjust.

17. C) Align with (phrasal verb) —to coordinate, match. (% S{Y d-TI)
e to coordinate or match smoothly with something else
18. A) ‘Legal analysts had consistently scrutinized the wording of the statute since its
inception.” [ Passive Voice EﬁTIT ‘The wording of the statute had been consistently
scrutinized by legal analysts since its inception.’ FIfd Past Perfect Active (had +V3) Eal
Passive H (had been + V3 + by + Agent) ﬁmw%, adverb "consistently" 3R time phrase
"since its inception" qu:ﬁﬁl"'l_s'@ﬁ%l
* Rule: Active (Subject + had + V3 + Object) - Passive (Object + had been + V3 + by +
Subject).
B is incorrect — "was being scrutinized" gives Past Continuous Passive, not Past Perfect
Passive; and it incorrectly drops "legal analysts".
Cis incorrect — "Legal wording" incorrectly changes "The wording of the statute"; the
original object must be preserved.
D is incorrect — "had been under scrutiny" changes the verb to a prepositional phrase,
altering the grammatical structure and omitting "by legal analysts" properly.
19. D) adopt himself to' & dod 'adapt himself to' WW@WW '‘adopt' hT G{Qf% 'SHUATAT
g1 HR HAT, el ‘adapt’ BT 31 § 'SHT AT A1 'GaT. Tg1 Y e uRawr #
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T W%, sﬂﬁ'ﬂl 'adapt’ WW%I S— He quickly adapted to the new work
environment.
e adopt himself to' should be replaced with 'adapt himself to' because 'adopt' means
'to take up' or 'to accept’, whereas 'adapt’' means 'to adjust' or 'to conform'. The
context here is about adjusting to a new environment, hence 'adapt’ is the
appropriate word. Like— He quickly adapted to the new work environment.

20. D) 'but hard working' W@‘Tmaﬁ%qﬁwot only... but also' ﬁWWW"T@ﬁT%
Sit for Y faeron o areg Wl & STie - & Tl TRgad Bt & | 9T | ‘though' &1 TN TTad §
Hif 'though' BT 3 gTaifeh' BTa &, S T8 SUYa 7ol 8 | 'Not only' & §TG 'but also' 3TdT
%’?‘mﬁ?‘ﬂ_ﬁﬁ G{QfWEﬁ%; S— Not only is my brother intelligent but also hard working.

e ‘but hard working' will be used because the correct structure is 'Not only... but
also', which is used to join two adjectives or parts of a sentence. The use of 'though'
in the sentence is incorrect because 'though' means 'although’, which is not
appropriate here. After 'Not only', 'but also' should follow to convey the correct
meaning; Like— Not only is my brother intelligent but also hard working.

21. B) owned or held
The sentence describes the historical technology of the city. Word (1) needs a term that shows
how weaving acted as an asset that the city had in its control. a) owned or held: means to
have, hold, or possess a property, skill, or feature. This perfectly fits the context of the city
having weaving technology. b) lacked: means to be without something, which contradicts the
sentence since colonials came specifically for weaving. c) abandoned: means to give up
completely, which is historically and contextually incorrect here. d) rejected: means to dismiss
or refuse, which makes no sense in this context.

In Hindi:

e g sentence waﬁﬁﬁaﬁEWﬁ describe WT%I Word (1) ﬁwaﬁ
word P TR & Sl fe@TT fF weaving Toh11eh B & UTY U YUl & =0 H
9 ANE B a) owned or held: SHHT AT fhyT ISt &1 TaTfHdd 8141 1 U
BT (possessed) BIAT & | T8 ER & U §T8 db-1dh 811 & TeH H perfectly fit
BIAT 8| b) lacked: SHPBT HATS HHI T BlaT 8, S Ul & 31 F AT B 1 ¢)
%ﬁbaa;%oned: SYHT HATE BIS ST BIAT | d) rejected: STBT HAAT WIS HR T

I

22. D) minor aspect
The sentence describes the chief support of Mint Street. Question asks for an antonym that
shows how printing technology did not act as a major pillar. a) minor aspect: means a small or
unimportant part of something. This is the exact opposite (antonym) of "mainstay" (chief
support). b) backbone: means the chief support or main pillar, which is a synonym of mainstay.
c) foundation: means the central basis, which is a synonym of mainstay. d) pillar: means a
principal supporter or feature, which is a synonym of mainstay.
In Hindi:

e g sentence ﬁ?@?%'ﬂ@ 3MMYR P! describe W%| Question ?b;f@@
antonym word ﬁw%sﬁ%@q% printing technology WWW”%W
T HY o1 8T Bl 21 a) minor aspect: IHHT AATS T BIeT AT 0T TS grdl

%I g "mainstay" (¥ HgXI) & opposite context i perfectly fit Eﬁ?ﬂ %I b)
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backbone: RYPT HAT HB WW@?IT% (synonym) | c) foundation: b1 HdId
“fa a1 qReT SMUR BT B (synonym) | d) pillar: ST AW T TH BT §
(synonym) |
23. A) was
The sentence describes a past historical process. Blank (3) needs a word that shows how
"development" acted as a singular past event shaped by technology. a) was: is the singular
past tense verb that correctly agrees with the singular uncountable subject "development" in a
past narrative frame (development was moulded). b) were: is a plural past tense verb, which
violates subject-verb agreement with singular "development." c) is: is a present tense verb,
which fails to match the past reflection context. d) are: is a plural present tense verb, violating
both subject agreement and past tense context.
In Hindi:

e Yg sentence W% &reﬂaﬁguﬁaﬁmﬁ describe WT‘IT%‘I Blank (3) ﬁ@ﬂ@f
word aﬁw%a‘rﬁ@q% singular uncountable subject "development" 3rdid
aﬁw gedl o %0 H dh-db GRI & moulded BT YTl a) was: Ug singular past
tense verb %\_rﬁ "development" (Udhdd-) & 1Y 'was moulded' & TTH perfectly
fit Eﬁ?ﬂ%l b) were: g plural verb % ST singular subwct%ﬂTqﬁ'quW
aﬂ?ﬂ?{l c) is: Ug present tense verb %’ S| W%W@[ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁl d) are:
g plural present tense verb %I

24. B) flourished
The sentence describes the growth of printing presses over the past century. Blank (4) needs a
word that shows how "numerous printing presses" acted in a past period to grow successfully.
a) flourished: is the simple past tense verb that matches the past timeframe of the passage
(numerous printing presses flourished here). b) flourish: is the base present tense form, which
violates the historical narrative context. c) flourishing: is a present participle that cannot
function as the main verb without an auxiliary verb. d) flourishes: is the third-person singular
present tense form, violating both tense and plural subject agreement.
In Hindi:

e Ug sentence ﬁ@ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?@fﬂ%ﬁﬁq@ﬁdescribemél
Blank (4) a'ﬁ@@word ﬁw%’sﬁﬁ@mﬁ? "numerous printing presses"
&mﬁmﬁwgél a) flourished: g simple past tense verb %
S W%ﬁw (printing presses flourished) A perfectly fit aﬂT%I b) flourish:
g base present tense %, ST aﬁa%wﬁ%ﬁuﬂﬂ%l c) flourishing: g participle
%Gﬁﬁ:ﬂ helping verb %WW@WWI d) flourishes: Ug singular
present tense %, S plural subject ("presses") & 1Y Q-ﬁTIT'Iﬁ%I

25.A) in
The sentence describes how the mints introduced new requirements. Blank (5) needs a word
that completes a phrasal verb showing how mints introduced "their own tech requirements."
a) in: completes the idiomatic phrasal verb "bring in," which means to introduce or bring along
as a requirement/feature. b) at: does not form a meaningful phrasal verb with "brought" in
this context. c) on: forms "brought on," which means to cause an illness or negative reaction,
unsuitable here. d) with: forms "brought with," which requires a direct object before it rather
than linking directly as a transitive phrasal verb.
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In Hindi:

e Y& sentence ﬁl?“&"m MUY SMIIH AT BT U B & fobATH AT BT describe
W%I Blank (S)ﬁwaﬁword ﬁW%Gﬁﬁ'@Wﬁ? mints ¥ 3T "tech
requirements" ﬁ@ﬁW%Wﬁﬁmml a) in: Jg "bring in"
phrasal verb SHTaT g, forgeT 31 fpa} 75 <ot a1 STawaesdr & =i
HIAT/ATT E?R_‘IT%'I ’Clgflﬁperfectly fit Eﬁ?ﬂ%l b) at: g "brought at" ﬁ%‘ﬂ_spf 3ref
T8I ST ¢) on: "brought on" T 31 et SARY AT THRIHS Ufafesar &) g
BIAT 8 | d) with: "brought with" & o7 a1 1 T=HAT 31T g1 TR
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